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 MESSENGER 

  
 

From the Pastor’s Desk  
Greetings all, 

I wasn’t sure what to focus on for my final letter to 
you. I hope it goes without saying that you have 
been a blessing to me, and I hope that I have been a 
blessing to you in our time together. I hope it goes 
without saying that it has been a pleasure and a privilege to serve as your 
pastor and walk with you over the last six years. I hope it goes without 
saying, because it has already been said, why I am leaving a place and a 
ministry that I love. But in case uncertainty remains, the simplest answer is 
family. I am making this decision to be more present with the kids as their 
dad and to be more present with my wife as a husband. At this developmental 
stage in our family’s life, I have been largely absent and this absence hurts. 
As much as I love the community at Resurrection my focus needs to be on 
the health of my family and myself. Wherever I land it will be a location 
where I can be home in the evenings and where the boys and Becky and I 
can worship regularly as a family. And I am excited and looking forward to 
that future even as the details are less clear.  

At the same time, I am grieving what I’ve lost, my relationship with you and 
the rest of the congregation; preaching, teaching, and ministering to our 
wonderful community. As well as the ministry of Word and Sacrament of 
which I have dedicated my life to for the last 16 years. But as Jesus taught 
us on the cross, pain, suffering, and death (of life or relationship or even 
career) is only the path to new and more abundant life. And so, I am 
looking forward to what the spirit is stirring up in my life and I am excited 
for what the spirit will be stirring up at Resurrection.  

Your interim minister will lead you through self-discovery and will stir up 
embers that may have become banked over the past few years as, through 
the Holy Spirit, a fresh breath of perspective and skills will come to the 
church. Some of this groundwork has already been laid through the Synods 
vitalization initiative but whether the congregation follows that path or are 
led to a new one, please know that you do so carrying my love and hope 
for your future.  
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As I leave you as pastor and go on leave from the ministry, there are many things that I will not be able 
to do at Resurrection. I won’t be able to give pastor care, or preach, or conduct services but know that I 
will continue to pray for you and for your continued proclamation of God’s grace and love through our 
Lord, Jesus Christ. I would also ask for the same in return. 

 In his name I bid you a grateful and hopeful farewell, 

 

James 

Youth & Congregational  
Life Director 

November has been a full 
month. As we’ve prepared to 
transition when Pastor James 
leaves, I hope we’ve all taken a 

moment to sit and remember all of the work 
he’s done during his time here at Resurrection.  

I first met Pastor James over a phone call while 
I was still in Texas hoping to find a job near 
Millard for after I graduated. I was quite nervous 
and when he asked me who my favorite 
theologian is I instantly forgot everything I had 
learned while getting a degree in theology, so I 
said Bonhoeffer. I mean, you can’t go wrong 
with Bonhoeffer.  

I met him in person for an interview in late May 
after I had moved back home. I can honestly 
say that it was the strangest interview I’ve ever 
sat for. I had prepared for questions like “what 
would you say your greatest weakness is?” or 
“tell us about a time you faced a challenge and 
overcame it?” Instead, I was asked things like, 
“what’s your favorite color?” and “prequels or 
sequels?” without any reference to which series 
they were referring to. Luckily, I was able to figure 
it out and say, “neither, the originals are better.” 
of course, in reference to Star Wars. Of course, 
there were a few serious questions too. 

Over the last 18 months I have been lucky to have 
the chance to work alongside Pastor James. He 
has given me critical advice about working in 
ministry and reminded me that I still have to 
have fun. Furthermore, he’s been a mentor in 
my own theological education and reflections. 

I’m sure I speak for all of us when I wish Pastor 
James the best in the next journey of his life. Take 
some time to care for yourself and be with your 
family. We will miss you. 

Office Hours: 
Wed. 12-8pm 
Thurs.-Fri. 8am-4pm 
Sat. and Sun. by appointment. 

Hannah Grove
 

 
CHANGE AND RESILIENCY 
LUTHERANS LIKE CHANGE!!!  Is this a true 
statement?  For most of my adult “church” life I 
have been told or heard through conversations 
that it is just the opposite that LUTHERANS 
DON’T LIKE CHANGE.  I truly think that maybe 
we are hesitant to change but, eventually we do 
accept change.  Of course, it is easy to just do 
the same thing week after week because we 
pretty much know what the outcome will be, 
and we get comfortable.  But is that what we 
really want? 

Change comes when we least expect it.  Sometimes 
we try to avoid it, but change will happen, no 
matter what.  We have all been blessed with 
Pastor James leading RELC for almost 6 years.  
He has become our Pastor, our leader, our 
confidant and most of all, for many of us, our 
friend.  Change for Resurrection came at a time 
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that we least expected it.  We know why the 
change is taking place, but maybe it wasn’t on 
our terms, so we don’t like it.  But, as members 
of Resurrection, we will reflect on it, embrace it 
and move forward because of it. We are resilient 
and we have been for over 110 years. 

The council and I truly wish the best for Pastor 
James and his family, and we wish only great 
things for their future.   

What’s next for RELC?  We have a chance to 
open the floodgates to new things.  As Pastor 
James told me, we have the opportunity to 
“breathe air over the banned embers”.  Breathe 
new life into RELC much like we did when we 
accepted him as our new pastor 6 years ago.  
We will refocus on what is important to the 
members of Resurrection as we revitalize our 
strategic long-range plan.  Please understand, 
this will not be done in a bubble as your input 
and ideas are vital to the plan and making the 
plan work.  

Everyone receiving this message knows what it 
takes to make a plan happen.  “You” getting 
involved in some way, shape of form.  So, I 
challenge each of you to do what you can to 
get involved because, without “you” we are not 
a church; we are not Resurrection Lutheran 
Church.  The best church in Gretna.  

Resurrection Lutheran Church is a great 
place.  Now more than ever, Let’s tell the 
world!!! 

Respectfully submitted, Bill Schwarten 
---------------------------------------------------- 
CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS NEEDED  

Now is the time of year we 
actively start searching for 
new council members to 
replace the three members 

that are going off after the Annual Meeting in 
February. All three would have 3-year terms.  
We are also looking for 2 NE ELCA Synod 
Delegates to attend our synod meeting on June 
2-3, 2023, in Kearney, NE.   

If you have any interest at all or would like 
additional information, please do not hesitate 
to contact me or any current council member. 
All nominees need to be confirmed by 
December 22nd.  

-Sincerely, Bill Schwarten, Council President 
 

         CHURCHWIDE NEWS 
CAROL JOY HOLLING CAMP 2023 

Register for summer church camp 
2023 by January 31 and receive 
$50 off and a free CJH camp 
beanie. The Early Bird $50 discount applies to all 
full-week sessions at Carol Joy Holling Camp.  The  
first 500 campers registered before January 31 will 
receive a beanie. Go to CarolJoyHolling.org to get 
signed up now. 

 

SPIRITUAL EDUCATION 
 RESURRECTION KIDS 
3 year old-5th Grade 

Join us through December 18th as 
we learn about Advent and Christmas! 
We still have three rotations in 
December with fun activities for 

3yo through 5th grades!  

Our elementary-aged children will be sharing 
the Word and spreading joy through music on 
December 4th at the 10:45 a.m. service! They 
have been practicing in Resurrection Kids for 
this event so please join us to celebrate their 
hard work. Parents should have received a 
packet with the lyrics to practice with their kids 
at home. If you need a packet, you can find them 
on the bulletin board in the education wing. 

We still need your help! You can register to 
volunteer from the sign ups page on the 
website at www.relchurch.net. 
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VBS-Mission of the Month 
VBS isn’t until July, but we can 
already use your help! Each 
month we will have a small 
mission that you can do with 
your families at home to help 

us prepare! Everyone in the congregation can 
participate and we’d love you help! 

In December we need you to make rockets! Outside 
the office you can find some kits which include 
a paper tube, template, and directions. Take 
them home to build and when you’re done, 
bring them back to drop back in the bin by the 
office. Join us at VBS to find your rocket in our 
decorations! 

Check back in next month for our next mission 
so we can blast off for VBS. 
----------------------------------------------------
Christmas Break 

We will NOT have Resurrection 
Kids December 25th, January 1st, 
or January 8th. Join us January 

15th at 9:30 a.m. for our next unit on Noah’s Ark! 
Have a Merry Christmas with your family. 
----------------------------------------------------
FAITH STEPPING-STONES  
4th-8th Grade Students 

We will be sending out the acolyte 
schedule for the spring by December 
18th. If you have any dates that 

you know you will not be available, please send 
them to Hannah at hannah.grove@relchurch.net! 

We also need acolytes for our Christmas 
services! A sign-up sheet will be posted on 
the bulletin board by the cafe December 4th 
until all our spots are filled! 
---------------------------------------------------- 
5th Grade-First Communion 

First Communion is in the spring 
semester. Save the date for classes. 
(March 16, 23, and 30, Thursdays 
at 6:00 p.m. for First Communion 

Instruction. First Communion will be on Easter 
Sunday, April 9th at the 10:45 a.m. worship 
service.) 

 

CONFIRMATION: 6th-8th Grade 

These are the last class dates for December.  
December 4: Sunday Session 
December 7:  Wednesday Session 
----------------------------------------------------
6th Grade Mentor/Mentee Program-2022/23 

You should have received a 
letter in the mail with a few 
changes for the spring semester. 

We will NOT have the potluck originally scheduled 
for January 8th. Instead, mentors and their 
mentees are asked to meet with Hannah for a 
short check-in the week of January 9th. Watch 
for an email to sign up for a date and time!  
----------------------------------------------------
7th & 8th Grade Bible Year Confirmation 2022/23 

A letter was sent out to each 
confirmand and their family in 
mid-November as well as an email. 
In these communications you 

should find an updated syllabus, a progress 
report, and details for two different plans for 
confirmation in the spring. Before confirmation 
resumes on January 15th, you will be updated 
on which plan we are using. Please diligently 
check your emails for any changes as we work 
through this time of transition. 

Additionally, if you are concerned about your 
child’s progress, please feel free to schedule a 
conference with me so that we can go over ways 
for your child to succeed. Please send to and 
look for emails from hannah.grove@relchurch.net 
for all things related to confirmation. 

Confirmation classes for the semester end on 
December 4th and 7th with our Unit 1 quiz. We 
will resume January 15th, 2023. 
---------------------------------------------------- 
 

mailto:hannah.grove@relchurch.net
mailto:hannah.grove@relchurch.net
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UNDERGROUND SCHEDULE 

9th Grade Confirmation Year 2022/2023 
Underground began in mid-August 
and we’ve been having so much fun! 
Each session, the youth are thrown 
into a scenario in which they get to 

use their imaginations to solve problems and 
encounter God, especially through Scripture 
and our own history.  
----------------------------------------------------
Congratulations again to all our confirmands. It 
was a glorious day for all.  

 
----------------------------------------------------
Escape Room 
We had so much fun at the Escape Room on Nov. 
16th! Check out all these pictures from this event. 
Hanging out together was so much fun. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

----------------------------------------------------
Our next activity is our bake sale on December 
4th at the Road to Christmas event! All money 
raised will go directly to the youth account so 
be sure to come ready to buy some treats!  

Underground Schedule for November: 
12/7 – Regularly Scheduled Youth Group 
            DnD Session   
12/14 – Regularly Scheduled Youth Group 
              DnD Session   
12/21 – NO Underground 
12/28 – NO Underground 
------- 
1/4 – NO Underground 
1/11 – Underground Resumes 

C a n  
you 
get 

out? 
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2023 South Texas Mission Trip 
Registration is closed for the 2023 
Mission Trip! We have a great 
group of youth and adults going 
and we are so excited! If you’re 

looking for a way to support this group, your 
first opportunity is the Bake Sale at the Road to 
Christmas on December 4th. Be on the lookout 
for more ways that we can use your help! 

 
COLLEGE-AGED MINISTRY: S.O.C.K.S PROGRAM 

This program is for anyone who has 
graduated from high school. All are 
welcome to attend (even if you decided 
that college wasn’t your post-high school 

plans! We want to connect with all of you)! 
SOCKs (Support Our College Kids) is our college-
aged ministry program. New this year, we will 
send care packages to college students who 
registered.  
SOCKs care packages have been sent! If you did 
not receive one and think you should have, 
please contact Hannah or the office.  

 
LOCAL & WORLD SERVICE 
TOGETHER A GREATER GOOD 

To date, our church TAGGers 
have raised more than $2000 for 
church projects sponsored by the 
Local & World Service Team.  

Download the app to your smartphone and 
choose RELC as the supported organization. 
You can also drop your receipts at the office. 
When you purchase from a TAGG business, it will 
donate up to 5% of your total purchase to RELC. 
------------------------------------------------------- 
The Local & World Service Team invites you 
to do the TAGG of the MONTH! 

         December is RUNZA  
       12140 S. 216th Plaza, Gretna 
They will donate 5% of your receipt. 

All funds raised through the TAGG app 
go to our Good Samaritan Fund to 
help people with an emergency need 

of gas and groceries. 
 

The Giving Tree 
Please consider selecting a name 
off the giving tree and purchasing 
a gift for a resident at the Douglas 
County Health Center. The tree is 
available in the cafe to select an 

ornament. Please sign out the ornament on the 
list as well. All gifts should be returned to by 
December 11. Please wrap the gift and attach 
the ornament before placing under the 
Christmas tree in the fellowship hall. Thank 
you for making Christmas joyous for the 
residents! -LWST 
----------------------------------------------------
Habitat for Humanity 

The Habitat for Humanity 
inaugural events were a huge 
success.  RELC sponsored three 
Saturday’s providing workers and 
lunch.  In all, we had 17 on site 

workers and over 15 volunteers provide food, 
drinks and paper products.  Thank you for your 
generous donations of time, talents and 
products in support of our new partnership 
with Habitat for Humanity.  

Watch for updates in the Spring of 2023 to see 
how you can get involved in our next event. 
----------------------------------------------------
Here are some great pictures from our last 
Habitat for Humanity workday on November 5th.  
Thank you to everyone who took time out of the 
Saturday and came out to help, provide food 
for the workers, and care about those in need. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Working with  
my daughter  
is the best! 

Teamwork!!! 



7 

 
 
 
 
 

HEALTH MINISTRY TEAM 
Greetings from your Health Ministry Team! 

November Was Diabetes Awareness Month 
In the U.S., 30.3 million 
people have diabetes.  That’s 
over 9% of the population!  

Of these individuals, 1 in 4 
don’t know they have the 

disease. Additionally, 1 in 3 U.S. adults have 
prediabetes (blood sugar levels are higher than 
normal), and 90% of them don’t know they 
have it.  Diabetes is a chronic health condition 
where the body doesn’t produce or use insulin 
correctly to help move glucose from our blood 
stream to our body’s cells for energy. Type 2 
Diabetes is the most common form of the 
disease.  

THOSE AT HIGHER RISK FOR TYPE 2 DIABETES 
INCLUDES:  
• Individuals over age 45  
• Individuals with a family history of diabetes  
• Individuals who are overweight  
• Individuals who smoke  
• Individuals who do not exercise regularly  
• Individuals with low HDL cholesterol or high 

triglycerides, or high blood pressure  

SYMPTOMS OF TYPE 2 DIABETES:  
• Increased thirst  
• Increased hunger 
• Fatigue 
• Increased urination, especially at night 

• Weight loss  
• Blurred vision  
• Slow-healing sores or numbness or tingling 

in feet or hands 

LOWER YOUR RISK OF TYPE 2 DIABETES:  
• Get Screened: Talk with your doctor about 

your risk factors to determine which 
screening options are right for you.  

• Be Active: Being active helps maintain a 
healthy blood glucose level, weight, blood 
pressure, and good cholesterol (HDL) level.  

• Eat a Well-Balanced and Healthy Diet: A 
healthy diet helps maintain a healthy blood 
glucose level, weight, blood pressure, and 
good cholesterol (HDL) level while providing 
the body with the nutrients it needs.  

FREE DIABETES RISK TEST: The American Diabetes 
Association offers a free online tool to help you 
determine your risk for type 2 diabetes. Visit 
www.diabetes.org to take the test. If you are at 
higher risk for diabetes or have any of the listed 
symptoms, please talk to your health care 
provider or your faith community nurse. And 
remember, if you are at risk for or have diabetes, 
God meets you where you are with love, and 
will walk with you and love you every step of  
the way on your journey to better health. For 
helpful tools, resources and more information 
on diabetes visit www.diabetes.org.   

Here’s to your health! 
Sources: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the 
American Diabetes Association  

--------------------------------------------------------            
Exercise Classes 

The Health Ministry Team offers 
activities at Resurrection that 
promote whole-person health.  
These activities include: 

• Low Impact Exercise Class  
o Fridays at 9:00 a.m.-Fellowship Hall 

No exercise on 12/23 & 12/30  
• Blood Pressure Checks – (Masks Encouraged) 

o Second Sunday between services-Office 
• Tai Chi Classes  

o Mondays & Wednesdays at 9:00 a.m. 
Resumes January 16, 2023-April 5, 2023 

**Masking will be determined by current conditions 
and recommendations of the health community. 

Taking 
Pride 

In 
Our 

Work!!! 

 

http://www.diabetes.org/
http://www.diabetes.org/
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CARE TEAM 
The Prayer Team will now be 
the Care Team with an official 
RELChurch e-mail address. 
Prayer is a vital part of our 

faith. The Care Team mission will continue to be to 
pray for those in need and to share requested 
prayers with those on the contact list via e-mail, 
phone call, and in the weekly bulletins. The Care 
Team is broadening its mission to also include 
connecting those in need with additional services 
available through Resurrection. For example, the 
Health Ministry team may be able to assist with 
providing needs like walkers or wheelchairs for 
in home use or assistance in answering medical 
related questions. Some may be in need of Care 
Meals or request a visit from a pastor and holy 
communion. The Care Team is here to support 
our faith family both spiritually and physically. If 
you or someone you know is in need, you may 
reach out to the Care Team or the church office 
for additional assistance. Let Tammy Williams 
know if you are interested in joining the team. 
The Care Team meets the 4th Tuesday of each 
month at 7:00 p.m. All are welcome. 

Going forward, prayer requests will be sent out 
from CareTeam@relchurch.net. You may need 
to update settings in your e-mail to allow e-mails 
from CareTeam@relchurch.net, so the e-mails 
aren’t blocked or sent to a junk/spam e-mail  
folder. Please e-mail the Care Team if you 
 would like to receive e-mails regarding prayer 
requests, change your e-mail address, or to be 
removed from this contact list. This contact list 
will not be shared with others and will only 
send out information from the Care Team. 

 
BENEVOLENCE & MISSION TEAM 

Resurrection Evangelical 
Lutheran Church (RELC) 
distributes 8% of our quarterly 
offering to the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church of America (ELCA) Synod to help 
organizations in need on a national & worldwide 
basis. The purpose of the Mission & Benevolence 

Team is also to provide financial assistance to 
worthy organizations by distributing 2% of RELC’s 
quarter offering with an emphasis on local needs. 
In making our decisions, we strive to support 
RELC’s strategic long-term plans and goals. 

Congregation,  
If you know of an organization that has a need 
(i.e. funding) within our community where our 
team might be of assistance, please leave a 
note in our box in the church office.  We will 
prayerfully consider these requests quarterly 
along with the other requests we regularly receive. 

-Thank you, Benevolence & Mission Team 
----------------------------------------------------------- 
3rd Quarter 8% ELCA Mission Share - $4,891.18 

3rd Quarter 2% Distribution - $1,222.79 

I. We have committed to give $850 per year 
for the next 3 years to Gretna Neighbors 
(2022-2024) to be used towards their 
rental obligation.   

Our $212.50 quarterly commitment will 
come off the top leaving a balance of 
$1,222.79 to distribute elsewhere. 

II.  $686.00 to Gretna Neighbors Turkey  
 Donation  

III.  $324.29 to Gretna Public Schools Lunch 
 Program 

Next Meeting Date:  4th Quarter-December 11, 2022
 

STEWARDSHIP TEAM 
RELC STEWARDSHIP  

Thanks to everyone that 
participated in stewardship 
activities during November 
and provided your pledge 
for financial support for 2023.  

We are all fortunate to be members of such an 
awesome congregation of generous Christians 
that make up our church family here at RELC.  
The following passage from Corinthians really 
speaks to the stewardship of our RELC 
members. 

mailto:CareTeam@relchurch.net
mailto:CareTeam@relchurch.net
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In 2nd Corinthians chapter 9 verses 6 & 7 it says: 
Remember this: The person who sows 
sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the 
person who sows generously will also reap 
generously. Each person should do as he has 
decided in his heart—not reluctantly or out 
of necessity, for God loves a cheerful giver.  

Everyone steps up when there is a need or 
opportunity to help, sharing our time, talents 
and treasures to make a positive difference in 
the lives of others in God’s name.  And, it always 
comes from the heart, bringing joy and cheer, 
not only for those we are helping but also for 
the giver.  We look forward to continuing our 
journey together in 2023 as we help Resurrection 
continue to Share God’s Word, Show God’s Love 
and Serve God.  

The Stewardship Team 
 

ENDOWMENT BOARD 
The Resurrection Evangelical 
Lutheran Church (RELC) 
Endowment Fund was 
established to create a long-
term source of funding for RELC 

ministries.  In particular, the fund has been the 
primary resource to provide scholarships for 
college and seminary education programs for 
attending RELC members and summer camp 
scholarships for attending youth members. 

The Endowment Board meets four times each 
year to review applications for scholarships and 
determine the amount of resources available for 
scholarship awards.  The design of any endowment 
is such that only the accumulated investment 
income is available to distribute for designated 
purposes.  The fund assets are invested in a 
balanced portfolio which includes both fixed 
income and equity (stocks, mutual funds, etc.) 
investments in order to grow and generate 
sufficient income over the long term. 

Given the increased volatility and downturn in 
the stock market over the past year, the amount  

of income available to fund scholarships has 
decreased significantly.  As a result, the Board is 
concerned that there may not be adequate 
income to fund scholarship requests in the short 
term.  We wanted to share this information now 
so that our members and their families can 
adjust expectations as scholarship requests are 
submitted in the upcoming months.  You can 
find more information about the Endowment 
Fund on the RELC website at https://relchurch.net/ 
endowment-fund/.          

The Endowment Board 
 

OUTREACH TEAM 
THE RESURRECTION CAFÉ  

We are always looking for individuals 
or families willing to ensure that 
the coffee and breakfast items are 
ready and available. All you have 

to do is make coffee, prepare/serve breakfast 
treats, clean up and make people feel welcome. 
There are step by step instructions provided to 
assist you too! If you think you have what it takes 
to help out, stop by the café bulletin board and 
sign-up or contact Wendy Hirschfeld at 402-
366-7028. 
---------------------------------------------------- 
GREETERS NEEDED! 

Our greeter program is always 
looking for more smiling faces 
to welcome others to church. 
We would love to count on you 

to help us welcome members and guests.  We 
understand that we are still in a pandemic and 
people have different levels of comfort when 
interacting with others.  With that said, all that’s 
required to greet is to say “good morning” and 
smile!  
Please let us know if you are unable to greet or 
you have any questions, please contact Brenda 
Fleck at 402-399-0661.   
*Watch your email for upcoming opportunities 
to become a greeter or a sub when needed. 
Thanks so much for your part in making RELC 
friendly, welcoming place of worship! 

https://relchurch.net/endowment-fund/
https://relchurch.net/endowment-fund/
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Thanks to many of you for displaying 
our RELC yards signs to get the 
word out and invite everyone to 
worship and to bring your kids to 

get involved in all programming.  

Please return all signs to the church office T-
Fri, 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. or drop them off outside 
the office door on Sundays when you are here 
for worship.  Thanks for helping us save money 
by reusing the signs again next time. 

PROPERTY TEAM 
The property team is always looking 
for new members that like to get 
involved and have fresh new ideas 
for our church properties.  

Please contact Bill Schwarten at 402-290-6300 
if you are interested in joining the team. 

 
RELC ARCHIVES TEAM 

The Archives Team is looking for 
pictures of past church activities or 
any newsletters dated before the 

year 2000.  Please share your old, new, past, or 
present pictures and any stories that go with them.  
If you have any, please contact Jim Eichner at 
Eichnerj6527@msn.com. 

 
WORSHIP & MUSIC TEAM 

2022-2023 WORSHIP 
SERVICE SCHEDULE 

Sunday Services  
8:30 a.m. – Traditional Service – Sanctuary 
Communion served first & third Sundays  

10:45 a.m. – Contemporary Service – Fellowship Hall 
Communion served second & fourth Sundays  
---------------------------------------------------- 
Online Worship Services 

 YouTube: (Watch Live or Uploaded Service) 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjXn
hZfhxipkc5ZTA6SrHUw 

 Facebook: Facebook.com/RELCgretna  

Music Rehearsals 
Bell Choir – Wednesdays, 6:15-6:45 p.m. 
Chancel Choir – Sundays, 9:30-10:00 a.m. 
Praise Team – Sundays, 10:00 a.m.  

Rehearsals will continue through the school 
year. Each choir shares special music once per 
month at the 8:30 a.m. service. 

No prior choir experience is required for singing 
in the Chancel Choir, but some musical experience 
is helpful for bell ringers.  

If you are interested in joining our music teams, 
please contact Dr. Matt Hill, Music Director at 
matt@singomaha.org.  
---------------------------------------------------- 
ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PERFORMANCE 

 The Chancel and Bell Choirs’ 
annual Christmas performance 
is coming up.  Plan to be in 
worship during regular services 

on December 11th. Come and hear songs of 
the Christmas season as we prepare for the birth 
of Christ. 
------------------------------------------------------- 
CHRISTMAS POINSETTIA ONLINE SIGN-UP  

Thank you for signing up to 
purchase a poinsettia for our 
Christmas worship.  Poinsettias will 
be available for you to take home 

after our last Christmas Eve worship. They must be 
picked up by January 2nd. 
---------------------------------------------------- 
December Christmas Worship Times:  
12/21 – 7:00 p.m. Blue Christmas 
12/24 – 4:00 p.m. Contemporary  
              7:00 p.m. Traditional  
              11:00 p.m., Candlelight  
( Nursery will be open Christmas Eve - 4pm & 7pm services) 
12/25 – No In-Person Worship Service  
              A service of Lessons & Carols will be  
               available on YouTube & Facebook.  
               (Watch your email for further information.) 

1/1/2023 – 10:00 a.m. worship service only. 
                    A service of Lessons & Carols. 
                    (No live feed or recording this day.) 

 

mailto:Eichnerj6527@msn.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjXnhZfhxipkc5ZTA6SrHUw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjXnhZfhxipkc5ZTA6SrHUw
mailto:matt@singomaha.org
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October Finance Report 
 

 Oct '22 YTD '22 Budget '22 
  (10 month) (12 months) 

Income:    
   Local Offering $26,643  $235,179  $350,000  
   Other $15,681  $45,388  $40,250  
General Budget Total $42,325  $280,567  $390,250  

    
Expenses:    
   Administrative $19,572  $199,406  $274,905  
   Benevolence $7,045  $39,130  $40,000  
   Christian Education $474  $4,096  $6,370  
   Health Ministry $200  $200  $1,050  
   Outreach $99  $2,305  $5,500  
   Property $1,098  $27,098  $47,450  
   Stewardship $0  $0  $200  
   Technology $126  $1,640  $2,660  
   Worship and Music $1,184  $7,637  $12,035  
General Budget Total $29,799  $281,514  $390,170  
Net Profit (Loss) $12,526  ($946) $80  

    
  OCT '21 YTD '21  
Total Income  $25,539  $262,624   
Total Expenses $27,122  $260,110   
      
Net Profit (Loss) ($1,583) $2,514   

 

Connectors: Thank you for agreeing to be a greeter and for 
providing a warm welcome to our members and visitors as they 
arrive for worship! If you are unable to be here for your designated 
Sunday, you are responsible to find your own substitute.  If you no 
longer want to be on the greeter schedule, please contact Brenda 
Fleck and Anne Brodin. 
 
Traditional Service 8:30 am  
   12/4     Larry & Beth Rippe 
   12/11   Dave & Shelley Schram 
   12/18   Judy Osbahr, Carolyn Strong, Bill & Debbie Schwarten 
   12/25   Open 

Contemporary 10:45 am 
   12/4     Becky Schnack, Brenda Fleck, Sheri Feala 
   12/11   Mark & Shelly Grimm, Jon & Renee Gross 
   12/18   Richard & Nancy Ayer, Deb Mindrup 
   12/25   Open 
  

 Servers in December 
Head Usher: 

     8:30 am (Sun.) Bill Schwarten       
 10:45 am (Sun.) Brian Roeber  

 Flowers & Bulletins: Connie Walters 
Altar Guild: Joyce McMahill, Carrie Grove,  
                    Jeanne Ralston 

Lay Readers:  
-Sunday 8:30 am – Carrie Grove (12/4,  
 12/18), Sue Lobsiger (12/11) 
-Sunday 10:45 am – Becky Schnack (12/4),  
 Deb Wallman (12/11, 12/18) 
-Christmas Eve  
  4:00 pm – Becky Schnack 
  7:00 pm – Open 
 11:00 pm – Carrie Grove     

Church Council Schedule:  
-Traditional 8:30 am  - Sanctuary 
   12/4     Bill Schwarten 
   12/11   Becky Wagner 
   12/18   Shelley Schram 
   12/25    Open 
-Contemporary 10:45 am -Fellowship Hall 
   12/4     Brian Roeber 
 12/11   Shelley Schram, Brian Roeber 
   12/18   Evan Kock 
-Christmas Eve  

4:00 pm – Becky Wagner, Open 
7:00 pm – Bill Schwarten, Open 

 11:00 pm – Open  

Acolytes:  View Schedule-www.relchurch.net  
             Calendar page-Click on worship 

-Traditional 8:30 am  - Sanctuary 
   12/4      Brady Wolverton, Bennett Wolverton 
   12/11   Anthony Falgione, Brianna Falgione 
   12/18   Harrison Wegener, Garrett Wegener 
-Contemporary 10:45 am - Fellowship Hall 
   12/4      Zane Schuka, Emma Case 
 12/11   Hudson Nordhues, Brayden Stamm 
   12/18   Caleb Reoh, Gavin Honeyman 
-Christmas Eve – Please get signed up on 
                                  Café Bulletin Board 
   4:00 pm – Open 
   7:00 pm – Open 
 11:00 pm – Open   
 

http://www.relchurch.net/
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Carter Donahue 12/1 
Russell McKay 12/1 
Ava Rongisch 12/1 
Carissa Wilson 12/1 
Patti Huff 12/2 
Justin Pedersen 12/3 
Karen Hitz 12/4 
Dhani Milliman 12/4 
Larry Rippe 12/5 
Terrie Wohlers 12/5 
Brady Donahue 12/5 
Abigail Buresh 12/5 
Jeremy Milliman 12/5 
Anamarie Petrigash 12/8 
Emily Romano 12/8 
Alison Tickner 12/8 
Anthony Rippe 12/9 
Delores Snodgrass 12/9 
Griffin Gissler 12/9 

Maiya Romano 12/9 
Cooper Bush 12/9 
David Ortiz 12/9 
Margaret Roseland 12/10 
Carol Schlueter 12/10 
Danielle Osborn 12/11 
Chelsea Anderson 12/12 
Mary Yarbrough 12/13 
Kevin Karas 12/13 
Karen Murray 12/13 
Reid Cradduck 12/14 
Lorraine Kersten 12/15 
Tera Petrigash 12/16 
Phillip Galaska 12/16 
Carleigh Reoh 12/16 
Breann Weishaar 12/17 
Aaron Meyer 12/17 
Darlene Foged 12/18 
Luke Raess 12/18 

Evan Peters 12/19 
Julie Wilson 12/20 
Jackie Mowinkel 12/21 
Tenille Sykes 12/21 
Brooks Klug 12/22 
Kim Hill 12/23 
Kathy Keasling 12/23 
Harolyn Stender 12/24 
Dominik Burrack 12/24 
Ainsley Shea 12/25 
Mark Grimm 12/28 
Nathan Buresh 12/28 
Linette Jahn 12/29 
Erick Hill 12/30 
Maggie Karas 12/30 
Bryan Schuka 12/31 
Claire Drews 12/31 

 
 
 
 
   
 

 
 

 

 
Harland and Donna Krambeck 12/14  26 
Larry and Judy Peterson 12/16 56 
Mark and Emily Sponsel 12/21 9 
Bob and Kathy Keasling 12/23 49 

   Name                            _              Date        Years 
   
 
 
  

   Name    ______                                    Date      Years 
   
 
 
  

Roger and Janel Asche 12/3 39 
Kyle and DeeAnn Hartman 12/5 24 
Ronald and Peggy Sawyer 12/7 65 
Steven and Terri Norman 12/10 45 
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ADS & OPPORTUNITIES 
THE ROAD TO CHRISTMAS 
Mark your calendars for this awesome event. 
December 4th – 1:00-5:00 p.m. 

Continuing with our them for 
2022-2023, we are inviting our 
congregants to participate in 
our “Road to Christmas” event 
on December 4th from 1-5 p.m. 

at RELC.  This event will take place at the same 
time as the Gretna Greenery & Glitter event in 
downtown Gretna.  It’s a day packed with all 
kinds of fun. Just drive the cobblestone “Road 
to Christmas” and experience this fun-filled 
afternoon. 

At this event we will feature advent crafts, 
nativity displays, quilts from past-present, 
musicians, and a youth bake sale. Please go 
www.relchurch.net to get signed up online or 
go to one of our sign-up sheets on the café 
bulletin board if you want to volunteer today! If 
you have any questions or you can volunteer for 
security on the day of the event ����, please 
contact Mardelle Bergsten at 309-883-3133. 

Advent Craft Table - If you are interested in 
providing an advent craft table and want to 
volunteer to help with this event, please go to our 
sign-up genius at www.relchurch.net or the bulletin 
board near the café and get signed up today. If 
you have any questions, please contact Lona 
Pinkall at 402-332-5057 or Marilyn Ellingson at 
402-708-4642. 

Nativity Displays - We are looking for volunteers 
to bring their nativity sets for display on December 
4th. We will be setting out the displays Sunday 
and inviting our Gretna neighbors to see them 
from 1:00-5:00 p.m. This will be part of our 
Road to Christmas event. Please sign up on the 
bulletin board or online. We would encourage 
any story behind your nativity. Maybe it was a 
gift, inherited from someone, been in your 
family for years, a family tradition or a series 
that you have added to over the years. 

All nativity displays (with your name, phone 
number, and history if you have) will need to be 

brought to the church by 12:00 p.m. on 
December 2nd or you are welcome to set it up 
yourself on December 3rd between 4:00-6:00 
p.m. or December 4th after the late service.  If 
you have any questions, please contact Deb 
Wallman at Deb491@msn.com.  

Quilts to Display - Do You Have a Favorite 
Family Quilt? Resurrection is having a quilt show 
in the Sanctuary.  If you have a quilt given to you 
as a gift; a quilt a family member made years 
ago; a baby or baptism quilt; etc.; we would love 
to display it.  We are also looking for senior quilts 
or baptism quilts from past years.   

If you have an item you would like to share with 
us, we need the following information: 
     1.  Name of owner of the quilt 
     2.  When did you receive it? 
     3.  Do you know who made it? 
     4.  Age of quilt 

We would like to have the quilts by no later 
than November 20th. All quilts and information 
should be in a bag with your name and phone 
number and as much of the information listed 
above as you can and left in the quilt room.  
Please write for Road to Christmas display on 
your note so we keep them separated for you.  

Please call, text, or email Judy Feit at 402-916-
9417 or feiter59@cox.net if you are interested. 
Thank you!  We hope to have a wonderful display! 

Musicians - Christmas music players are invited 
to play some of their favorite Christmas songs 
during the church’s event, “The Road to Christmas”. 
This Christmas music will be enjoyed by people 
as they look at and admire the various nativity sets 
on display. The music portion of this event will 
take place in the Fellowship Hall from 1:00-5:00 
p.m. Any age is welcomed to play their instrument 
(piano, flute, sax, etc.) of choice. It could be a solo, 
a duet, or a small group.  Each person, or group, 
will be asked to share 10-15 minutes of Christmas 
music. If interested, please contact Sheri Feala 
at (402) 332-5163, or there is a sign-up sheet on 
the bulletin board near the café area. 

http://www.relchurch.net/
http://www.relchurch.net/
mailto:Deb491@msn.com
mailto:feiter59@cox.net
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Youth Bake Sale – Come and purchase treats 
to help with send our youth on their mission trip 
to Texas.  What a yummy way to show support! 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP  
Women’s Fellowship will have a 
salad luncheon on Tuesday, 
December 13th, at 11:00 a.m. in 

the courtyard.  Each member is bringing a 
certain item for the salad luncheon.  We 
welcome guests to come and join us!   

In January, we will be starting a new lesson 
series from the Gather Magazine on the Ten 
Commandments.  The magazines have been 
ordered and hopefully will be at the church for 
members to pick in early January. 

OWLs 55 & OVER GROUP 
Join us for our annual Christmas 
party on December 14th at 2:00 
p.m. Please bring an Hors d’oeuvre 
or snack to share. You are also 

invited to join in on our $5.00 gender-neutral gift 
exchange. 

Everyone 55 and over is invited to join in the 
fellowship & fun! If you have any questions, please 
contact Mardelle Bergsten at 309-883-3133. 

May God shower your family with His blessings 
this Christmas and in the New Year. 
Merry Christmas! -The OWLs Committee 
----------------------------------------------------- 
We had a great time with our trivia and ice 
cream sundae gathering in November. We had 
ice cream sundaes with every topping you could 
think of.  Jimm and Karen Murray lead our 
game of trivia.  It was a blast! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

----------------------------------------------------------
Our OWLs dinner out in November to Ollie and 
Hobbes was a great time.  We tried the pork 
schnitzel and the Butterbeer was a favorite to many. 

 
CHRISTMAS WITH PEDER EIDE & ALLISON EIDE 

Come join us for a night with 
"Peder Eide & Allison Eide This 
Christmas" on December 18th at 
7:00 p.m. 

 Tickets are on sale at EventBrite.com. 
Use the QR code listed to get 
your tickets today!  Proceeds will 
benefit RELC Worship & Music for 

new equipment needs such as new Fellowship Hall 
projectors. This would also make a great gift 
idea for hard to buy for family and friends. 

JACKIE MOWINKEL CARD SHOWER 
“God is blessing Jackie Mowinkel 
with 90 years of life on Dec. 21. If 
you would like to send a birthday 

blessing, you may send them to 17555 Emmet 
St. #100, Omaha, Ne 68116." 

Yum! 
Yum! 
Yum! 

Look 
at 
all 
of 

those 
toppings! 

 
 

Ice Cream is  
always a good idea! 
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2022 LAY READERS NEEDED 
If you love to read and are available 
for our Sunday, 8:30 a.m. or 10:45 
a.m. worship service, WE NEED 
YOU!  We are looking for individuals 

to read two lessons during our worship services. 
Please go to our sign-up listed on our website at 
www.relchurch.net.  

21+ THEOLOGY ON TAP 
Anyone over 21 is invited to join 
us on the first Tuesday of each 
month at 7:00 p.m. at Stories 

Coffee.  They have a great selection of coffees 
and adult beverages. Feel free to bring a friend 
and enjoy some fellowship time together.  

Note:  We will not meet in December or January 

PRAYER SHAWL GROUP  
If you knit or crochet, or would like 
to learn, you are invited to join the 
RELC Prayer Shawl Group!  We 
create shawls that are available for 

anyone in our congregation to be distributed to 
friends or family going through a personal crisis, 
whether it is illness, loss or other concern.  We 
also have some cancer hats and “prayer squares” 
available!  Blankets for our newly baptized little 
ones are also made by our members!  If you have 
any questions or would like to be involved in 
making some of these items, contact Karen Hitz 
at 402-212-2589. 

*If you know of someone who is in need of a 
prayer shawl, prayer square or cancer hat at this 
time, please call the office at 402-332-3383. 

RELC QUILTERS  
The RELC Quilters group will be 
meeting on the 2nd & 4th Tuesday of 
every month at 1:00 p.m. at RELC. 

If you have any unused cotton or cotton blend         
cotton material (scraps too, if they are large enough 
for quilt squares), please consider donating these 
items to help to defray the costs of our donated 
quilts. Contact Judy Feit or Susan Clegg with 
questions. 

Note: We are working on getting all our high 
school seniors signed up for senior quilts.  Please fill 
out your form and return it as soon as you can. 
Thanks! 

FUNERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS/LUNCHEON  
To keep you better informed when we 
have a funeral/luncheon at Resurrection, 
we are sending out detailed emails of 
the service.  We have also been attaching 

a sign-up genius asking for desserts and workers 
to help during this difficult time for the family.  If 
you do not receive emails and you would like 
someone to call you about the luncheon needs, 
please let Karron Brugmann know at 402-332-3562 
and she will add you to a list to call.  

THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS 
 Thank you to all our Thrivent participants 
that have included Resurrection as a 
benefactor of your Thrivent Choice Dollars.  

If you would like to include Resurrection as your 
Thrivent Choice recipient, you can visit thrivent.com/ 
thriventchoice or call 1-800-847-4836 and when 
prompted, say “Thrivent Choice.”  

2022 Thrivent Choice Dollars Donated:  $747.00 

2022/2023 FLOWER/BULLETIN SIGN UP 
SIGN-UP NOW for 2023!!     
Please consider signing up for altar 
flowers and bulletins for 2023. Go to 

our website at www.relchurch.net or call the church 
office to get signed up today at 402-332-3383.  
The suggested donation for bulletin sponsorship 
is $20. Thank you for your kindness. 

PRAYER REQUESTS  
If you would like us to pray for you or 
someone you know, please fill out the 
prayer sheet in your bulletin, send the 

office an email, or give the office a call to give 
your church family the opportunity to add it to 
their daily prayers!!!  If you are going into the 
hospital, be sure and let the office know so that 
we can be there for you with prayerful support. 
All prayer requests will be added to the bulletin 
for one month only, unless you contact us to let 
us know that further prayers are needed.   

http://www.relchurch.net/
http://www.relchurch.net/
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HOSPITAL VISITS  
If you or a family member is going 
into the hospital, be sure and let the 
office know so we can be there for 

you in prayerful support. We will have someone 
available for you during this difficult time.  

PERSONAL INFORMATION CHANGES?  
Do you have a name, address, 
phone number or email change?  If 
so, please contact the office by 

phone at 402-332-3383 or email us at 
theoffice@relchurch.net. If you would like us to 
have an emergency contact number, please 
include that as well.  

PROJECT HOPE FOOD PANTRY  
Our church supports the Project 
Hope Food Pantry.  Drop off all 
items food or very gently used 

clothing donations at the Outreach Corner. 
Monetary donations can be sent to:  Project 
Hope, Inc., 6201 N. 60th Street, Omaha, NE 68104 
or go to projecthopeomaha.org to make an online 
donation. GENTLY used clothing can also be 
delivered to Project Hope at their lower east 
door on Tuesday or Thursday between 11:00 
a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

Food Needs: 
Cereal, Cereal Bars, Granola Bars, Oatmeal, 
Pancake Mix, Pancake Syrup, Fruit Cups, Canned 
Peaches, Pears, Applesauce, Fruit Cocktail & 
Mandaring Oranges, Canned Peas, Corn & 
Green Beans, Canned Beans including Baked, 
Black, Chili, & Refried, Canned Meats (Chicken, 
Salmon, Sardines, Tuna, etc.), Rice or Pasta 
Sides, Ramen Noodles, Tuna & Hamburger 
helper, Pasta, Mac & Cheese, Canned Pasta 
Sauce (not glass jars), Tomato Sauce, Dice 
Tomatoes, Canned Soup, Salsa, Box Potatoes, 
Crackers, Peanut Butter, Jelly/Jam, Brownie or 
Cake Mix, Condiments (ketchup, Mustard, BBQ 
Sauce, mayo, & Salad Dressings), Small Bottles 
of Cooking Oil, Microwave Popcorn. 

Paper Products: 
Toilet paper, Facial Tissue, & Paper Towels 

Personal Care & Household Needs: 
Shampoo, Conditioner, Body Wash, Bar Soap, 
Deodorant, Toothpaste, Toothbrushes, Hand Soap 
& Hand Sanitizer, Small Bottles of Liquid Dish Soap & 
Small Bottles of Laundry Detergent 

Baby/Clothing Needs:   
Baby Wipes, Diapers, Sizes 1, 2, 5, & 6, any Pull-Ups 

Collect Family Fare Receipts 
Direct Your Dollars is a receipt-based 
program sponsored by the Family 
Fare stores.  You can help us raise 

money simply by doing something you do each 
week & going to the grocery store.  Send 
receipts to Project Hope. 

GRETNA NEIGHBORS FOOD PANTRY 
The pantry will continue with our "open pantry 
hours" the first and third Saturday morning of 
each month from 9-11 a.m. and the second 
Wed. evening of the month from 6-7 p.m. We are 
located at 107 Cort Plaza in Gretna. 

The next open pantry dates are as follows: 

Saturday, December 3rd                
9-11 a.m. 
Wednesday, December 14th         
6-7 p.m. 
Saturday, December 17th             
9-11 a.m. 

Prebagged items will be handed out. Anyone 
who has need living in the Gretna school district 
is eligible (please bring proof of residency). 
Watch for signing directions when you arrive, 
and someone will be available to help you. 

RELC – WAYS TO GIVE YOUR OFFERINGS 
Note:  If you make any changes to your 
automated giving from your checking 
account, please stop by the office to pick up a 
new form that you will need to fill out with your 
new reoccurring giving amount. Thank you! 

               MAIL 

Resurrection Evangelical Lutheran Church 
153 S McKenna Avenue, Gretna, NE 68028 

mailto:theoffice@relchurch.net
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Please include your designation (general, building, 
memorial) in the memo line of your check to 
ensure it goes to area you would like it to go to. 

 
TEXT 

Text to 402-875-6081 and type $amount (eg $10) 
in the message to set up a one-time or recurring 
donation.  

            ONLINE 

Visit www. Relchurch.net 
Click the Vanco symbol to set up a one time or 
recurring donation. 

SEND US YOUR PICTURES  
If you have any pictures you’d like 
included in the Messenger or on 
Facebook, please email them to the 

office. We’d enjoy seeing what your team is doing 
or what’s happening in your groups. 
PLEASE NOTE – IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO ENSURE THAT YOU HAVE 
PERMISSION OF ALL PEOPLE WITHIN YOUR PHOTOS TO SHARE ON SOCIAL 
MEDIA OUTLETS BEFORE SUBMITTING. WE WANT TO SHARE THESE MEMORIES 
BUT ALSO RESPECT THE PRIVACY OF OTHERS. 

SAVE YOUR LABELS!  
The Local and World Service team 
is collecting Best Choice labels.  The 
money raised will be donated to Gretna 

Neighbors and Project Hope.  Just purchase Best 
Choice products (locally at McKinney’s and Super 
Saver), cut out the UPC code with Best Choice 
written above it, and place in the box by the 
food donation corner with the yellow shelving. 

We are collecting box tops for education.  
Please trim the edges and drop them 
in the box in food donation corner. 

ALUMINUM CAN COLLECTION!  
Bring your empty cans for Least of My 
Brethren to the container outside of 
the west door of the church-in the 

alley. We please ask that you do not crush 
them.  The can needs to be visible for refund 
purposes.  

SAVE YOUR POP TABS! 
The Ronald McDonald house is 
still collecting pop tabs.  Please 
drop off your tabs by the food 
donation corner with the yellow 
shelving.  Your tabs will help cover 

costs that support families with a seriously ill or 
injured child. 

 
WITH SYMPATHY 

Our thoughts and prayers go out 
to the Grove family on the passing 
of Irma Rae Harris. Irma Rae was 
on our prayer chain for a while but 

is at peace now.  May God grant Irma’s family 
comfort and peace during this difficult time. 
----------------------------------------------------- 

Our sincere sympathy is given to the 
family and friends of Leon Foged.  
Bless his family with your prayers 
and may God bless them with his 

presence during this most difficult.
 

A NOTE OF THANKS 
Hello 

I just wanted to write back and thank 
you all for taking time to send me a 

package.  At this time of year, we are hitting 
midterms at college, so you guys had some 
amazing timing!  Now that is God’s work if I may 
say so myself.  

-Thank you so much! Audrey Wood 

P.S. Thought I would add in my favorite Bible 
verse! Matthew 19:26 
-------------------------------------------------------
Dear members of Resurrection Lutheran Church 

Letter 1:  Thank you for the most generous 
donation of 50 turkey breasts valued at $610.00!   

They will be distributed to families in November 
and December when they visit the food pantry. 

Letter 2:  Re:  Q3 2022 Benevolence-Rental 
Sponsorship $212.50 donation. 

 Donate  
      or  
Pay Here 

 

http://www/
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Thank you for your continued support!  What a 
difference your support has made to many so that 
they have a local access to food.  

-Thank you. Sincerely, Gretna Neighbors 
-------------------------------------------------------
Dear Resurrection members 

It is with great appreciation that I write to thank 
you for your support with your donation of food 
items and towels delivered to Project Hope, Inc. 
on October 18th. Your donations help us provide 
much needed help to those who come to us for 
assistance and hope. 

Project Hope is proud that we are able to offer our 
clients food, clothing, and personal care items at 
no cost and that is because of the donations such 
as yours from local churches and organizations.  

Your generosity allows us to serve the hungry and 
those in need during difficult times.  Thank you so 
much for choosing to support Project Hope and 
our mission. 

-Blessings to you, Veda Keebler, Exec. Director 
-------------------------------------------------------
RELC Members 

Thank you very much for thinking of me during 
the fall season and sending a care package!  I 
really appreciate all of the love and care from 
you all throughout my years of schooling! 

-With Love, Jack Ralston

FROM THE OFFICE 

*Check out the Communication Schedule located 
on the south bulletin board to see when information 
is due to the office. 
JANUARY 2023 MESSENGER ARTICLES ARE DUE: 
• Thursday, December 15th by 12:00 p.m. 

BULLETIN ANNOUCEMENTS ARE DUE: 
• Wednesday morning by 10:00 a.m. 

ANNUAL CHURCH REPORTS  
DUE DECEMBER 14TH, 2022 

All annual reports are due by 12:00 p.m. on 
December 14th.  If you are waiting on financials, 
they will be due by January 10th.   

Reports needed include:   
Team reports by Chairperson: B & M, Endowment, 
Health Ministry, L&WS, Care Team, Technology, 
Property, Youth Ministry, & Youth Financial Statement, 
Stewardship, W&M-Chair & Director, Outreach, 
Nursery, Women’s Fellowship & Treasurer 

Pastor, Council President, Council Treasurer, Youth 
Director, Audit Report, Resolutions 
----------------------------------------------------

BIBLE MEMORY VERSE - December 

               Romans 6:23 
    23For the wages of sin is death,  
     but the free gift of God is 
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

----------------------------------------------------- 
CHAIR HELP NEED ON SUNDAYS! 

Exercise classes will take place 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday.  

Each Sunday after the late service we will need to 
set up for the week’s classes.  We are asking you 
for your help after the 10:45 a.m. worship 
service.  We appreciate all your help.  
----------------------------------------------------- 
PORTABLE CARPET CLEANER NEEDED! 

Interested in a Christmas gift to the 
church?  We are looking for a small 
portable carpet shampooer to help 

clean up messes of coffee and food spills so we 
can extend the life of our 20-year-old carpet if 
anyone has one that they’d like to donate to the 
church for small carpet clean-up jobs.  Please let 
Jeanne know in the office to see if it is what is 
needed beforehand.  Thank you for your kindness.
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

    December 1 December 2 
9:00am Exercise 

December 3 
 

December 4 
8:30am Traditional Comm. 
Worship-S 
9:30am RELC Café  
9:30am Resurrection Kids 
9:30am Chancel Choir 
9:45am Confirm-Session 
10:00am Praise Band 
10:45am Contemporary 
Worship Service-FH 
Resurrection Kids 
Christmas Carol Service 
1:00-5:00pm Road to 
Christmas Event 
-------- 
Online Services  
www.relchurch.net 

December 5 
 
  

December 6 
No Theology on 
Tap 

December 7 
10:00am Bulletin 
Items Due  
6:00pm Confirmation  
6:15pm Bell Choir 
6:30pm Underground 
6:30pm L&WS  

December 8 
 
  

December 9 
9:00am Exercise 
 
  

December 10  

December 11 
8:30am Traditional Worship-S 
9:30am Blood Pressure  
9:30am RELC Café  
9:30am Resurrection Kids 
9:30am Chancel Choir 
9:30am B&M Meet 
9:45am No Confirmation 
10:00am Praise Band 
10:45am Contemporary 
Comm. Worship Serv.-FH 
-------- 
Online Services  
www.relchurch.net 

December 12 
6:30pm 
Property   

December 13  
11:00am Women’s 
Fellowship Luncheon 
1:00pm Quilters 
7:00pm Outreach  
Meet. 

December 14 
10:00am Bulletin 
Items Due 
2:00pm OWLs 
Christmas Party 
No Confirmation  
6:15pm Bell Choir 
6:30pm Underground  

December 15 
Messenger 
Items Due   

December 16 
9:00am Exercise 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

December 17  

December 18 
8:30am Traditional Comm. 
Worship-S 
9:30am RELC Café  
9:30am Resurrection Kids 
9:30am Chancel Choir 
9:45am No Confirmation 
10:00am Praise Band 
10:45am Contemporary 
Worship-FH 
7:00pm Peder Eide Concert 
-------- 
Online Services   
www.relchurch.net 

December 19 
 

December 20 
7:00pm Council 
Meeting 

December 21 
10:00am Bulletin 
Items Due  
No Confirmation 
No Underground  
6:15pm Bell Choir  
7:00pm Blue Christmas 

December 22 
 
 

December 23 
No Exercise 

December 24 
Christmas Eve 
4:00pm Contemp. 
Worship in FH 
7:00pm Tradition 
Worship in FH  
11:00pm 
Candlelight 
Worship in Sanc. 
 
Nursery Available 
@ 4pm & 7pm 

December 25   
 
Service 
     of 
Lessons 
     & 
 Carols 
         
 Online 
  Only    

December 26 
 
 
 
 

December 27 
1:00pm Quilters 
7:00pm Care Team 

December 28 
10:00am Bulletin 
Items Due  
No Confirmation  
No Underground 
6:15pm Bell Choir   
 
 
 

December 29 December 30 
No Exercise 

December 31 

 

 

DECEMBER   

 
2022 

CALENDAR 

http://www.relchurch.net/
http://www.relchurch.net/
http://www.relchurch.net/
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Contact Information 
Pastor Al Hanson  
 Sunday Worship 

Ms. Hannah Grove 
         In the office:   Th-Fri, 8am-4pm  
    Wed, 12-8pm, Sat-Sun, by appointment 
  402-983-2456 
  Hannah.Grove@relchurch.net  

Office Hours 
  9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., Wednesday-Friday 

Church Phone Number 
  402-332-3383 

Email Address for Church 
  theoffice@relchurch.net 

Church Website 
  www.relchurch.net 
 
 

A PRAYER FOR DECEMBER, 

Martin Luther’s Christmas Dinner Prayer 

Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child, 
Make thee a bed, soft, undefiled, 
Within my hear, that it may be 
A quiet chamber kept for Thee. 
My heart for very joy doth leap, 
My lips no more can silence keep, 
I too must sing, with joyful tongue, 
That sweetest ancient song, 
Glory to God in highest heaven, 
Who unto man His son hath given 
While angels sing with pious mirth. 
A glad new year to all the earth!   
Amen. 

Taken from CommunionArts.org 

Return Service Requested 

RESURRECTION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
153 S McKenna Ave. 
Gretna, Nebraska 68028 

mailto:Hannah.Grove@relchurch.net
mailto:theoffice@relchurch.net
http://www.relchurch.net/

	o Mondays & Wednesdays at 9:00 a.m. Resumes January 16, 2023-April 5, 2023
	**Masking will be determined by current conditions and recommendations of the health community.
	CARE TEAM The Prayer Team will now be the Care Team with an official RELChurch e-mail address. Prayer is a vital part of our faith. The Care Team mission will continue to be to pray for those in need and to share requested prayers with those on the co...
	Going forward, prayer requests will be sent out from CareTeam@relchurch.net. You may need to update settings in your e-mail to allow e-mails from CareTeam@relchurch.net, so the e-mails aren’t blocked or sent to a junk/spam e-mail
	folder. Please e-mail the Care Team if you
	would like to receive e-mails regarding prayer requests, change your e-mail address, or to be removed from this contact list. This contact list will not be shared with others and will only send out information from the Care Team.
	Collect Family Fare Receipts Direct Your Dollars is a receipt-based program sponsored by the Family Fare stores.  You can help us raise money simply by doing something you do each week & going to the grocery store.  Send receipts to Project Hope.
	RELC – WAYS TO GIVE YOUR OFFERINGS
	Note:  If you make any changes to your automated giving from your checking account, please stop by the office to pick up a new form that you will need to fill out with your new reoccurring giving amount. Thank you!
	MAIL

