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 MESSENGER 

  
 

From the Pastor’s Desk  
I am so happy it is October! For me, this is one of the 
best months of the year. We get to shake off the 
heat of summer and slide into the crisp air of fall! It 
is a beautiful time of the year where leaves change 
colors, candles and coffee start to smell like pumpkin 
spice, and major events take place in the life of the 
church and our community. Events like the Blessing of the Animals, Trunk 
or Treat, and Confirmation! 

In this program year of “Invitation” we are looking closely at the imperative 
that Jesus gave us in the Great Commission to “Go and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit.” One of the easiest ways to carry out this mission is to invite our 
community to fun and special events.  

If a neighbor or friend likes animals, invite them to bring their pets to the 
8:30am service on October 2nd for the Blessing of the Animals, they’ll get to 
celebrate their furry, scaly, or feathery friend, receive a collar tag in 
remembrance of that blessing, and hear a word of grace and mercy at the 
same time!  

If a neighbor or friend has small kids or loves Halloween, invite them to 
bring their kiddos to Trunk or Treat on the 26th of October or to host a 
trunk. It’s a great way for the community to have a positive experience in 
the church! 

If you have a confirmand and some family members who haven’t been to 
service in a while, invite them to support your confirmand on October 30th 
as they affirm the faith of their baptism. It might just be the jumpstart they 
need after the pandemic to get back into the habit of worship! 

These are all very easy things we can do through October in our mission 
share God’s word and show God’s love as we continue to serve God at 
Resurrection during this year of “Invitation”.                              

have a beautiful and blessed October! 

 
Pr. James W. Sells 

RESURRECTION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
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RESURRECTION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  
Pastor’s Report:  August 17th– September 14th         

Reporting Cycle in a Nutshell: 
Visits: 48 
Funerals: 3; 1 member, 2 non-members 
Meetings: 21 
Classes: 4 

Looking Back: 
A lot has happened through the course of this 
cycle most notably with Rally Sunday, we have 
moved from a summer program footing to our 
program year footing. This means the welcomed 
resumption of many activities like Health Ministry’s 
Tai Chi courses, Confirmation, and Resurrection 
Kids (the ministry formerly known as Sunday 
School). We will also see our Music Ministries in 
full swing beginning on the Wednesday this 
report was written. It has been good to feel the 
buzz of activity at the church through these 
programs after the summer.  

While we have been stepping into programing, 
most of my time this cycle has been spent on 
preparation. I’ve led numerous orientations for 
Ushers, Acolytes, and Confirmation families. I 
have also been working to introduce the 2022-
2023 theme of “Invitation”. So far this has been 
done through a video Temple Talk and the first 
of many theme sermons at the beginning of 
September. Theme sermons will continue 
throughout the year on the first Sundays of the 
month to help the congregation remember and 
focus on the call we share together through the 
Great Commission with our theme verse being 
Matthew 28:19. I have also planned specific events 
as opportunities to share the gospel through our 
congregation throughout the year. The intent 
behind all of this work is to help our congregation 
arrive at a new mindset for evangelism that 
doesn’t rely on old models that lose effectiveness 
with every passing year, so that we may find 
new energy and grow post pandemic.  

Looking ahead: 
Over this next cycle we will have two invitation 
opportunities connected to our theme. The first 

will be for the Blessing of the Animals, the second 
will be for Trunk or Treat. On October 2nd, we 
will receive a theme message about “Tricks of 
the Trade: Loving your neighbors”. Leading up 
to the Blessing of the Animals service we will 
have cards for the congregation to hand out to 
invite anyone they know who is a pet lover. At 
this service everyone will then be asked, in keeping 
with the Great Commission, to invite a friend to 
service on the 9th and to Trunk or Treat on the 
26th. At Trunk or Treat we will hand out “Trick or 
Treat” bags that will be pre-stuffed with information 
about our activities and a RELC vinyl stickers. 

We will be working our theme hard throughout 
the year which will hopefully be enough to nudge 
our cultural understanding of witness to the 
benefit of our community and congregation. 

-In Christ, Pr. James
 

Youth & Congregational  
Life Director 

September was such an 
exciting time as we 
continued regular 
programming!  

Underground began 
back in August and we have been having so 
much fun! Our high schoolers really make this 
group come alive and I am so thankful for this 
opportunity to get to know each of them. I’m 
especially looking forward to our ninth graders’ 
Confirmation at the end of October following 
our Ready to Affirm retreat! 

I was also so excited to begin teaching the Sunday 
session of Confirmation classes. We’ve begun 
to really dig into the Catechism and articles of 
our faith. We are beginning by studying the Lord’s 
prayer over a seven-week period. I’m hoping this 
time will provide an opportunity for our middle 
schoolers to see God and their own faith active 
in their lives and to ask difficult questions and 
build curiosity about all that God has done for us.  
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Finally, I would like to note that my office hours 
have changed. I am now available: 

Wed. 12-8pm 
Thurs.-Fri. 8am-4pm 
Sat. and Sun. by appointment. 

Hannah Grove 
 

 
Replacing to Inviting 
Ok, we talked about replacing our stone in our 
church a lot in the 2021/2022 church season.  I 
truly believe some of you did just that.  You got 
reengaged, reenergized, and refocused on what 
truly makes Resurrection Lutheran Church, your 
church.  Now the next step is, what do we do 
with that?  Is that good enough?  Phew, are we 
done?  You guessed it, NOPE….. 

Personally, I think the 2022/2023 theme of 
“Inviting”, that Pastor James came up with, is 
perfect for Resurrection right now.  If we truly 
want to grow or at the least maintain, we must 
invite, as Resurrection will not grow on its own.  
We can’t rest on our laurels and hope the people 
moving into the Gretna community will want to 
just come to church here because we are RELC.  
We’ve tried that over the past several years and 
literally, it really didn’t work.  There is too much 
competition and options for church these days.  
We must get out of our comfort zone and 
challenge ourselves to INVITE:  

• Invite fellow RELC members you haven’t 
seen in church for a while.  Help them 
reengage and “replace their stone”.   

• Invite friends that may be looking for a 
church family to belong to. 

• Invite that new neighbor to come and 
experience your church. 

• Invite that family member who has lost touch 
with God and just stopped going to church. 

I could go on, but I think you get my point. 
Resurrection has a great past of being the 
smaller, community minded, family church, that 
many of us grew up in, whether in Gretna or 
someplace else.  Many family lines from the 
Gretna community have passed through our 
doors and filled our pews.  Some of those lines 
continue, but some have stopped for whatever 
reason and now we must invite in order to 
rekindle families or start new family lines.  We 
must invite to get to know new acquaintances 
and new friends.  

Resurrection Lutheran Church is a great 
place.  Let’s tell the world!!! 

 -Sincerely, Bill Schwarten, Council President 
 

         CHURCHWIDE NEWS 

Who Is God Calling To Leadership In The Church? 

The point is this: the one who sows sparingly 
will also reap sparingly, and the one who sows 
bountifully will also reap bountifully.  
                                               2 Corinthians 9:6 

Lutherans believe God’s call to ministry expresses 
itself both inside a person and through others. 
Those are known as internal and external calls. 
The Sow the Seeds Initiative of the Nebraska 
Synod invites you to consider who you know 
that might be called to serve as a pastor, 
deacon or parish ministry associate and then 
encourage that person to consider if they sense 
that call, too. 

Presiding Bishop Elizabeth A. 
Eaton’s Leadership Initiative says, 
“It’s not only the job of our 
seminaries and universities to 

identify and raise up leaders in the church.  This 
is something that belongs to all of us.” 

The Leadership Initiative encourages all of us to 
seek out and inspire gifted people in our 
congregations and communities to consider a 
call to the ministry of the gospel. If you know 
someone who shows a gift for ministry, help 
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mentor and foster them. Together -- pastors, 
deacons, lay people – we can bring the word of 
God to the world. 

You can find resources to guide discussions and 
offer inspiration for conversations and individual 
reflection on becoming a leader within the  
ELCA at https://nebraskasynod.org/discernment- 
vocation/called-to-service/.  
---------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

LUTHERAN CAMPUS MINISTRY 
2022 EvenSong & Chili Cookoff  

Our Omaha Campus Ministry invites everyone 
to EVENSONG, a worship and fellowship 
gathering, along with its 2nd Annual Chili Cookoff 
and Silent Auction, on October 16th at 5:00 
p.m. for the Chili Cookoff (4:00 p.m. if you’re 
entering a chili) and Silent Auction and 6:30 
p.m. for the Holden Evening Prayer Worship 
Service.  

This event is being held at Lord of Love 
Lutheran Church, 10405 Fort St. in Omaha to 
support our Omaha Campus Ministry.  

It will be a lot of fun with awards being given 
out to the best chili soups of the day and 
cinnamon rolls will be provided to go with the 
chili. Yum! Yum!  See you all soon.  

P.S. Pr. James will be entering his chili. He 
needs your vote, so come and taste his entry. 
---------------------------------------------------- 
LUTHERAN DISASTER RESPONSE 

 
What can you do?  Pray and Give a gift. 

In 2017, a series of major hurricanes devastated 
the Caribbean and southern United States.  
Hurricane Harvey came first in August, then 
Hurricane Irma and Hurricane Maria in September.  

Lutheran Disaster Response raised over $15 
million from generous donors like you, allowing 
an immediate, robust response from Texas to 
the U.S. Virgin Islands.  

Five years later, the impact of your gifts continues. 
Long-term recovery, especially in Puerto Rico, is 
ongoing, and together, we have accompanied 
our partners the entire time.   

Now five years later, once again Puerto Rico, 
the U.S. Virgin Islands, and the Dominican 
Republic were met with devasting results from 
Hurricane Fiona.  Catastrophic flooding of 20 
inches or more occurred with 90 mph winds.  

Local pastors are waiting for water levels to 
recede to find out the extent of the damage to 
buildings.  Anticipated immediate needs include 
clean water, food supplies and other basic 
necessities.   

What can you do?  Pray....pray that God will 
deliver comfort to those who mourn and 
strength to those working diligently to rescue 
survivors. Give....give a gift to support survivors 
of Hurricane Fiona Gifts to “Hurricane Response” 
will be used in full (100%) to assist those affected 
by hurricanes until the response is complete or 
make a general donation to Lutheran Disaster 
Response so we can respond to disasters 
whenever and wherever they strike. Go to: 
https://community.elca.org/hurricane-relief to 
make a donation or if you’d like to send a 
donation by check, please go to: 

Make checks payable to: 
Lutheran Disaster Response 
Write "Hurricane Response" on your check's 
memo line and send to: 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
P.O. Box 1809 
Merrifield, VA 22116-8009 

 
 

Help Those In 
Need TODAY! 

https://nebraskasynod.org/discernment-vocation/called-to-service/
https://nebraskasynod.org/discernment-vocation/called-to-service/
https://community.elca.org/hurricane-relief
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SPIRITUAL EDUCATION 
 RESURRECTION KIDS  

Resurrection Kids kicked off on 
September 11th this year and people 
are buzzing with the new opportunities! 
Our first two rotations were music 

and technology, and we had a big crowd with 
15 kids! I am so grateful for all of the support 
you have given as we work on changing to this 
new model! I’d like to give a special thanks to 
everyone who helped with supplies for the year 
through our Amazon Wishlist and for my 
volunteers who stepped up when we were 
short on the 11th.  
---------------------------------------------------- 
FAITH STEPPING STONES  

Third Grade Intro to the Bible Class 
Our 3rd grade Introduction to the 
Bible class will be held on October 
2nd at 9:30 a.m. in the Conference 
Room.  

If your child did not get their Bible yet or you 
are not able to attend, you can reach out to 
Hannah and let her know and we will get you 
an age-appropriate Bible!  
----------------------------------------------------
4th-8th Grade Students 

Schedules have been sent out for 
acolyting, if you are unavailable 
for the time you were assigned, 

please reach out to another student and let the 
office know of your change. Thank you. 
---------------------------------------------------- 
5th Grade-First Communion 

First Communion is in the spring 
semester. Save the date for classes.  

(March 16, 23, and 30, Thursdays 
at 6pm for First Communion Instruction. First 
Communion will be on Easter Sunday, April 9th 
at the 10:45 worship service.) 

 
 

 

CONFIRMATION: 6th-9th Grade 
Our first two Confirmation activities (outside of 
class) are in October!  

First, we will be taking a field trip to First United 
Methodist Church in Omaha to experience their 
Prayer Labyrinth. Confirmands will have the 
opportunity to choose between two dates to 
attend (Saturday, October 1st at 1:00 p.m. or 
Sunday, October 2nd at 1:00 p.m.-meet at 
RELC to carpool at 12:30 p.m.). Please 
remember this is a requirement and as such 
any absences will need to be communicated 
ahead of time.  

Second, our confirmands will volunteer for 
Trunk or Treat on October 26th. Please look for 
emails with more details soon! 
---------------------------------------------------- 
6th Grade Mentor/Mentee Program-2022/23 

Continue working on your Book 
of Matthew with your Mentor and 
watch for any email or Messenger 

updates in the upcoming months. 
----------------------------------------------------
7th & 8th Grade Bible Year Confirmation 2022/23 

Confirmation Instruction has begun 
on Martin Luther’s Small Catechism. 
This year families will be able to choose 
between attending class on Sunday 

mornings at 9:45-10:45 a.m. or Wednesday 
evenings from 6:00-7:00 p.m. If you have any 
questions, please reach out to Hannah. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



6 

 

---------------------------------------------------- 

UNDERGROUND SCHEDULE 

9th Grade Confirmation Year 2022/2023 
Underground began in mid-August 
and we’ve been having so much fun! 
Each session, the youth are thrown 
into a scenario in which they get to 

use their imaginations to solve problems and 
encounter God, especially through Scripture 
and our own history.  

Additionally, I’m happy to announce our 2023 
High School Mission Trip! This year we will be 
attending Youth Works’ South Texas trip where 
we will serve recent refugees and immigrants 
along the US-Mexican border. We plan to attend 
with a group from GUMC between June 10-18 
this summer. Please join us for an informational 
meeting via zoom on October 6th at 6:00 p.m. A 
Zoom link will be sent out prior to this meeting. 
Please note that current 8th-12th graders are 
invited to attend. 

Underground Schedule for October: 
10/5 - Regularly scheduled Underground  
           from 6:30-8:00 p.m. 
10/6 - Mission Trip Meeting via Zoom  
           at 6:00 p.m. 
10/12 - Underground from 6:30-8:00 p.m. 
10/19 - Underground from 6:30-8:00 p.m. 
10/23 - Underground Running Games & Dinner 
             5:00-8:00 p.m. 
10/26 - Underground from 6:30-8:00 p.m. 

College-Aged Ministry: S.O.C.K.s Program 
This program is for anyone who has 
graduated from high school. All are 
welcome to attend (even if you decided 
that college wasn’t your post-high 

school plans! We want to connect with all of you)! 

SOCKs (Support Our College Kids) is our college-
aged ministry program. New this year, we will 
send care packages to college students who 
registered.  

SOCKs registration closed on September 15th, 
thank you to everyone who signed up!  

We will be putting together care packages for 
our registered college kids the second week of 
October, so if you’d like to donate to the program, 
there’s still time! Additionally, if you’d like to 
help stuff boxes, please reach out to the office 
and we’ll get you in on the action!  

I wanted to send out a special thanks to Mardelle 
Bergsten who applied for a Thrivent Action Plan 
to provide postage for all our care packages! 

 

LOCAL & WORLD SERVICE 
TOGETHER A GREATER GOOD 

To date, our church TAGGers 
have raised more than $2000 for 
church projects sponsored by the 
Local & World Service Team.  

Download the app to your smartphone and 
choose RELC as the supported organization. 
You can also drop your receipts at the office. 
When you purchase from a TAGG business, it will 
donate up to 5% of your total purchase to RELC. 

The Local & World Service Team invites you 
to do the TAGG of the MONTH! 

                  October is  
       BASKIN ROBBINS month 
       168TH & Cornhusker Road 
They will donate 5% of your receipt. 

All funds raised through the TAGG app go to 
our Good Samaritan Fund to help people with 
an emergency need of gas and groceries. 
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Greetings from Pastor James! I 
am so excited to share some 
information about the new 
Habitat Ministry that is starting at 
RELC. If you don’t know about this 

ministry it is concerned with housing members 
of our community that would otherwise not be 
able to have a home. The recipient puts in 
sweat equity into their project house and many 
others add their support as well. Through the 
rest of 2022 we will be supporting a housing 
rebuild in North Omaha and there are three 
ways one can help (and we do need your help!) 

1. You can sign up for either of the two work 
days that RELC is sponsoring. These days are 
Saturday, October 15th and November 5th. Work 
days start at the building site at 8:00 a.m. and 
run until as long as you have time for. If you love 
the idea of helping habitat you can also build 
on any Saturday on your own. To help out with 
either the church sponsored 
Saturdays or an individual 
Saturday. Please scan the QR 
code with your phone’s camera 
and follow the link to register! 

2. You can help prepare a lunch for October 15th 
and November 5th. More information about how 
to help with this will be coming and OWLs are 
involved. We would love for you to come with 
the meal to the job site to see what is going on! 

3. You can give a monetary donation for the 
general support of habitat. Drop a check off at 
the church office with “Habitat” written in the 
memo line. If you would like to donate cash 
please place it in a sealed envelope and write 
“Habitat” on the outside! 

I am so looking forward to this new ministry! If 
you have any questions please contact Kathy or 
Bob Keasling as they will head this ministry up 
for Local and World Service. You be able to track 
the progress of the build on the bulletin board 
by the North entrance to the Fellowship Hall.  

-Peace! Pr. James 

HEALTH MINISTRY TEAM 
Greetings from your Health Ministry Team! 

October is National Bullying 
Prevention Month.  Bullying is 
defined as unwanted, aggressive 
behavior that involves a real or 
perceived power imbalance that 

is repeated over time.  Bullying can be verbal, 
physical, or social (such as leaving someone out 
or spreading rumors).  In 2019, the National 
Center for Education Statistics indicated that 
22% of students in grades 6-12 were bullied.  
Both kids who are bullied and those who bully 
others may have serious, lasting problems. 

Now that we know bullying is a serious problem, 
here are some strategies to prevent it: 
-Talk to your kids about bullying and let them 
know it is unacceptable. 
-Keep the lines of communication going.  What 
was good about your day?  Any bad things?  
What is lunch time like?  Who do you sit with?  
What is it like to ride the bus? 
-Talk about how to stand up to kids who bully.  
Give tips, like using humor, or saying “stop” 
confidently and walking away. 
-Talk about strategies for staying safe, such as 
staying near adults or groups of other kids. 
-Urge your children to help kids who are bullied 
by showing kindness or getting help. 
-Encourage your child to take part in activities 
they enjoy, which will help build their confidence 
and self-esteem.  It also helps them meet other 
kids with the same interests. 
-Model how to treat others with kindness and 
respect. 

Here are some actions to avoid: 
-Never tell your child to ignore the bullying. 
-Do not blame your child for being bullied, 
even if they provoked it. 
-Do not tell your child to fight back physically.  
It could get your child expelled. 
-Do not contact other parents involved as it 
may make matters worse.  The school can act 
as mediators. 
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There are many more tips and resources about 
how to stop bullying, including cyberbullying, 
at www.stopbullying.gov.  If you have questions 
or concerns about bullying, feel free to contact 
your Health Ministry Team. 

Here’s to your health! 
--------------------------------------------------------            
Exercise Classes 

The Health Ministry Team is 
excited to resume activities at 
Resurrection that promote 

whole-person health.  These activities include: 
• Low Impact Exercise Class – (Masks are 

strongly encouraged)  
o Fridays at 9:00 a.m.-Fellowship Hall 

• Blood Pressure Checks – (Masks are 
Optional) 
o Second Sunday between services-Office 

Begins October 9 

• Tai Chi Classes – (Masks are strongly 
encouraged)  
o Mondays & Wednesdays at 9:00 a.m. 

Continues through November 30 

 
CARE TEAM 

The Prayer Team will now be 
the Care Team with an official 
RELChurch e-mail address. 
Prayer is a vital part of our 
faith. The Care Team mission 

will continue to be to pray for those in need and to 
share requested prayers with those on the contact 

list via e-mail, phone call, and in the weekly 
bulletins. The Care Team is broadening its mission 
to also include connecting those in need with 
additional services available through Resurrection. 
For example, the Health Ministry team may be 
able to assist with providing needs like walkers 
or wheelchairs for in home use or assistance in 
answering medical related questions. Some may 
be in need of Care Meals or request a visit from 
Pastor James and communion. The Care Team 
is here to support our faith family both 
spiritually and physically. If you or someone you 
know is in need, you may reach out to the Care 
Team or the church office for additional 
assistance. Let Tammy Williams know if you are 
interested in joining the team. The Care Team 
meets the 4th Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. 
All are welcome. 

Going forward, prayer requests will be sent out 
from CareTeam@relchurch.net. You may need 
to update settings in your e-mail to allow e-mails 
from CareTeam@relchurch.net, so the e-mails 
aren’t blocked or sent to a junk/spam e-mail  
folder. Please e-mail the Care Team if you 
 would like to receive e-mails regarding prayer 
requests, change your e-mail address, or to be 
removed from this contact list. This contact list 
will not be shared with others and will only 
send out information from the Care Team.

 
BENEVOLENCE & MISSION TEAM 

Resurrection Evangelical 
Lutheran Church (RELC) 
distributes 8% of our 
quarterly offering to the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church of America (ELCA) 
Synod to help organizations in need on a national 
& worldwide basis. The purpose of the Mission & 
Benevolence Team is also to provide financial 
assistance to worthy organizations by distributing 
2% of RELC’s quarter offering with an emphasis 
on local needs. In making our decisions, we strive 
to support RELC’s strategic long-term plans and 
goals. 

http://www.stopbullying.gov/
mailto:CareTeam@relchurch.net
mailto:CareTeam@relchurch.net
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Congregation,  
If you know of an organization that has a need 
(i.e. funding) within our community where our 
team might be of assistance, please leave a 
note in our box in the church office.  We will 
prayerfully consider these requests quarterly 
along with the other requests we regularly receive. 
-Thank you, Benevolence & Mission Team 
----------------------------------------------------------- 
2nd Quarter 8% ELCA Mission Share - $5,184.54 

2nd Quarter 2% Distribution - $1,296.13 

I. We have committed to give $850 per year 
for the next 3 years to Gretna Neighbors 
(2022-2024) to be used towards their 
rental obligation.   

Our $212.50 quarterly commitment will 
come off the top leaving a balance of 
$1,083.63 to distribute elsewhere. 

II.  $541.82 to NE Least of My Brethren  
III.  $541.81 to Heartland Hope Mission 

Next Meeting Date:  3rd Quarter-October 9, 2022 
 

STEWARDSHIP TEAM 
You are Invited! 

Our theme as we enter the new 
church season in September is 

Invitation.  The Stewardship Team would like to 
take this opportunity to invite everyone to our 
Legacy Gift Planning workshop, a wonderful 
event that will be taking place at the church on 
Sunday, October 2nd from 9:45 am to 10:30 am.   

Legacy planning empowers you to make 
decisions that may have a greater impact than 
you ever imagined possible.  This workshop will 
provide planning ideas and valuable information 
that applies to members and families of all ages, 
whether you are just getting started or would 
like to make changes to existing plans. 
Sarah Callahan, Executive Director of Lutheran 
Giving, will be conducting the workshop.  
Lutheran Giving is a Nebraska Ministry by area 
agencies, including the Nebraska Synod, 
providing resources to members of Lutheran 
congregations at no charge.  Several of our 

member families have already completed 
individual legacy gift planning consultations 
with Sarah over the summer with great results. 
We hope to see you there. 
-The Stewardship Team 

 
OUTREACH TEAM 
THE RESURRECTION CAFÉ  

We are always looking for individuals 
or families willing to ensure that 
the coffee and breakfast items are 
ready and available. All you have to 

do is make coffee, prepare/serve breakfast treats, 
clean up and make people feel welcome. There 
are step by step instructions provided to assist 
you too! If you think you have what it takes to help 
out, stop by the café bulletin board and sign-up or 
contact Wendy Hirschfeld at 402-366-7028. 
---------------------------------------------------- 
GREETERS NEEDED! 

Our greeter program is always 
looking for more smiling faces 
to welcome others to church. We 
would love to count on you to 

help us welcome members and guests.  We 
understand that we are still in a pandemic and 
people have different levels of comfort when 
interacting with others.  With that said, all that’s 
required to greet is to say “good morning” and 
smile!  

Please let us know if you are unable to greet or 
you have any questions, please contact Brenda 
Fleck at 402-399-0661.   
*Watch your email for upcoming opportunities 
to become a greeter or a sub when needed. 
Thanks so much for your part in making RELC a 
friendly, welcoming place of worship! 

PROPERTY TEAM 
The property team is always looking 
for new members that like to get 
involved and have fresh new ideas 
for our church properties.  

Please contact Bill Schwarten at 402-290-6300 
if you are interested in joining the team. 



10 

RELC ARCHIVES TEAM 
The Archives Team is looking for 
pictures of past church activities or 
any newsletters dated before the 

year 2000.  Please share your old, new, past, or 
present pictures and any stories that go with them.  
If you have any, please contact Jim Eichner at 
Eichnerj6527@msn.com.

 

WORSHIP & MUSIC TEAM 
2022-2023 WORSHIP SERVICE SCHEDULE 
Sunday Services  
8:30 a.m. – Traditional Service – Sanctuary 
Communion served first & third Sundays  
10:45 a.m. – Contemporary Service – Fellowship Hall 
Communion served second & fourth Sundays  
---------------------------------------------------- 
Online Worship Services 
 YouTube: (Watch Live or Uploaded Service) 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjXn
hZfhxipkc5ZTA6SrHUw 

 Facebook: 
Facebook.com/RELCgretna  

---------------------------------------------------- 
Music Rehearsal 

Praise Band will rehearse at 7:00 p.m. 
every Wednesday. The Chancel 
Choir rehearses from 6:15-6:45 p.m., 
and the Bells from 6:50-7:25 p.m. 
every Wednesday evening during 

the school year. Each choir shares special music 
once per month at the 8:30 a.m. service. 
No prior choir experience is required for singing 
in the Chancel Choir, but some musical experience 
is helpful for bell ringers.  
If you are interested in joining our music teams, 
please contact Dr. Matt Hill, Music Director at 
matt@singomaha.org.  
---------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Join us for a service of blessing for our beloved 
furry, feathery, and scaly companions on October 2nd 
at 8:30 a.m. on the South Green. Make sure to not 
only bring your pet, but also a chair! See you then! 
----------------------------------------------------------- 
ST. FRANCIS AND PET BLESSINGS 
Animals Renew Bonds with the Creator 

Born into a wealthy family, Francis 
lived in Italy between 111 and 1226.  
He was a spoiled, privileged youth who 

yearned for adventure and enlisted in the war 
between Assisi and Perugia in 1202 rather than 
learn his father’s business as was expected. 
Because of his lack of experience in battle and 
his expensive armor, Francis was taken quickly 
as a prisoner of war for ransom. While in prison 
for a year awaiting payment from his father, he 
reported receiving visions from God that changed 
his priorities and his privileged ways. 
Shortly after his release in 1203, he encountered 
a leper and, rather than run from him as he had 
done with lepers in the past, Francis embraced 
him. It was a turning point for Francis, who 
devoted his life to knowing God and living a 
Christ-like life of poverty and love. He founded 
the Franciscan order for friars, the poor women’s 
order of St. Clare, and called all God’s creation 
his brothers and sisters. 
He was known for his respect of all nature, which 
earned him the title of patron saint of the 
environment. Francis wrote, “All things of 
creation are children of the Father and thus 
brothers of man (and woman). God wants us to 
help animals if they need help. Each being, 
whether human or creature, has the same right 
of protection. Ask the beasts and they will teach 
you the beauty of the earth.” 
So, on or around his death date of Oct. 4, many 
animals around the world are blessed in the name 
of St. Francis. To bless someone or something 
is to invoke for them goodness and wellbeing. 
To bless an animal is to honor the reciprocal 
relationship shared, and the value that is added 
to life, for both the human and the animal. It is 
to affirm that we all are creatures of the Creator, 
and the human role is that of steward, or care 
provider, rather than superior or ruler. 
Around the world farm animals, work animals, and 
pets are all blessed with words of grace and gratitude. 

mailto:Eichnerj6527@msn.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjXnhZfhxipkc5ZTA6SrHUw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjXnhZfhxipkc5ZTA6SrHUw
mailto:matt@singomaha.org
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August Finance Report 
 

 Aug '22 YTD '22 Budget '22 
  (8 month) (12 months) 

Income:    
   Local Offering $19,884  $189,302  $350,000  
   Other Giving $4,221  $27,456  $40,250  
General Budget Total $24,105  $216,758  $390,250  

    
Expenses:    
   Administrative $20,025  $160,508  $274,905  
   Benevolence $0  $32,085  $40,000  
   Christian Education $176  $2,185  $6,370  
   Health Ministry $0  $0  $1,050  
   Outreach $283  $1,960  $5,500  
   Property $2,389  $22,467  $47,450  
   Stewardship $0  $0  $200  
   Technology $126  $1,388  $2,660  
   Worship and Music $410  $6,283  $12,035  
General Budget Total $23,409  $226,875  $390,170  
Net Profit (Loss) $695  ($10,117) $80  

    
  Aug '21 YTD '21  
Total Income  $26,938  $217,184   
Total Expenses $25,373  $209,811   
      
Net Profit (Loss) $1,565  $7,373   

 

Connectors: Thank you for agreeing to be a greeter and for 
providing a warm welcome to our members and visitors as they 
arrive for worship! If you are unable to be here for your designated 
Sunday, you are responsible to find your own substitute.  If you no 
longer want to be on the greeter schedule, please contact Brenda 
Fleck and Anne Brodin. 
 
Traditional Service 8:30 am  
   10/2     Judy Osbahr, Carolyn Strong 
   10/9     Bill & Debbie Schwarten 
   10/16   Linette Jahn, Lori Huffman 
   10/23   Todd & Brenda Anderson 
 10/30   Justin & Alexis Pedersen 

Contemporary 10:00 am 
   10/2     Richard & Nancy Ayer, Deb Mindrup 
   10/9     Kyle & Nicole Slusher, Deb Wallman 
   10/16   Brenda Fleck 
   10/23   Bryan & Jeanne Ralston, Erick & Julie Carlson 
 10/30   Mark & Keri Cradduck, Jeremy & Julie Reece 

 Servers in October 
Head Usher: 

     8:30 am (Sun.) Bill Schwarten       
 10:45 am (Sun.) Ryan Bergsten  

 Flowers & Bulletins: Connie Walters 
Altar Guild: Judy Feit, Shelly Grimm,  
                    Diane Bergman 

Lay Readers:  
-Sunday 8:30 am – Sue Lobsiger (10/2), Deb 
Mindrup (10/9, 10/23), Wendy Hirschfeld 
(10/16, 10/30) 
-Sunday 10:45 am – Deb Mindrup (10/2, 
10/16), Tammy Williams (10/9, 10/30), 
Christie Hinrichs (10/23)  

Church Council Schedule:  
-Traditional 8:30 am  - Sanctuary 
   10/2    Becky Wagner 
   10/9    Shelley Schram 
   10/16  Shelley Schram 
   10/23   Bill Schwarten 
 10/30  Bill Schwarten 
-Contemporary 10:45 am -Fellowship Hall 
   10/2    Open 
 10/9    Becky Wagner 
   10/16  Open 
   10/23  Open 

 10/30  Becky Wagner, Shelley Schram 

Acolytes:  View Schedule-www.relchurch.net  
             Calendar page-Click on worship 

-Traditional 8:30 am  - Sanctuary 
   10/2    Brady Erickson, Blakely Barry 
   10/9    Anthony Falgione, Brianna Falgione 
   10/16  Junior Killingsworth, Cody Malone 
   10/23  Anthony Rongisch, Claire Palser  
 10/30  Nathan Buresh, Abigail Buresh 
-Contemporary 10:45 am -Fellowship Hall 
   10/2    Brennan Klug, Brooks Klug 
 10/9    Trevor Lind quist, Luke Mefford 
   10/16  Carsten Slusher, Chloe Voss 
   10/23  Alivia Bourn, Kaleb Bourn 
 10/30  Reid Cradduck, Cooper Bush 
  
    

 

http://www.relchurch.net/


12 

 

   
Don and Ava Quinn 10/13 42 
Casey and April Schwery 10/13 3 
John and Stacia Palser 10/16 17 
Jordan and Megan Josoff 10/19 2 
Mark and Shelly Grimm 10/19 30 
Brad and Shelli Wolverton 10/23 17 
Lee and Samantha Henning 10/29 5 
   
   
   
   
   
   
   

 

Mark Cradduck 10/1 
Richard Armstrong 10/2 
Chuck Barkley 10/3 
George Jahn 10/3 
Margot Gissler 10/3 
Jeremy Reineke 10/4 
Mila Doan 10/4 
JoAnn Glasshoff 10/5 
Jesse Williams 10/5 
Nate Buresh 10/6 
Jo Burson 10/6 
Adilyn Buster 10/6 
Ainsley Flynn 10/6 
Sharon Barkley 10/8 
Jeff Keasling 10/8 
Sydney Mueller 10/8 
Jane Joyce 10/8 
Carsten Slusher 10/9 
Nicholas Charvat 10/10 
Lisa O'Neal 10/12 
Linda Karas 10/12 
Alvin Glasshoff 10/13 

Larry Henning 10/13 
Kelly Ekue 10/13 
Hadley Williams 10/13 
Reagan Elliott 10/14 
Kory Mikos 10/15 
Bayleigh Koch 10/15 
Tammy Doan 10/15 
Olivia Larsen 10/16 
Landon Shea 10/16 
Brianna Falgione 10/16 
Wendy Killingsworth 10/17 
Patty Kivett 10/18 
John Wolken 10/18 
Rhett Bergsten 10/18 
Reagan Bergsten 10/18 
Harrison Wegener 10/20 
Stacy Kersten 10/21 
Harland Krambeck 10/21 
Lisa Roseland 10/21 
Brayden Stamm 10/21 
Bret Nothwehr 10/22 
Lauren Elbracht 10/22 

Becky Wagner 10/22 
John Galaska 10/22 
Jim Haver 10/23 
Katie Maas 10/23 
Tatum Wright 10/23 
Daniel Sells 10/23 
Korie Kersten 10/24 
Bruce Fleck 10/25 
Parker Jahn 10/26 
Joe Perchal 10/26 
Taya Honeyman 10/26 
Kingston Killingsworth 10/27 
Klare Peters 10/29 
Janet Johnson 10/29 
Jameson Williams 10/29 
Loren Foged 10/30 
Desiree Stednitz 10/30 
Jeffery Donahue 10/31 
Larry Kersten 10/31 
Eliott Steinhoff 10/31 

 
 
 
   
 

 
 

 

 
 
     Correction to our September Anniversary List:  Steve and Tera Petrigash, 9/27-14 years 

   Name                                    _              Date       Years 
   
 
 
  

   Name    ______                                      Date     Years 
   
 
 
  

Matt and Christina Hinrichs 10/1 27 
Matt and Linda Anderson 10/3 40 
Matt and Cheri Keyes 10/5 36 
Cory and Melanie VanBlarcom 10/5 9 
George and Karen Jahn 10/7 59 
Alan and Anne Brodin 10/8 27 
Jesse and Lindsey Williams 10/9 11 
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ADS & OPPORTUNITIES 
OCTOBER ADULT FORUM 

Our October Adult Forum will 
resume on October 9th in the 

Conference Room.  Watch your email and 
bulletin for topic updates. 

TRUNK OR TREAT 
    Trunk or Treat  
  will be held from  
    6:30-7:30 p.m. 
 Wed.-October 26th   

Doors open at 5:30 p.m. for those who need to 
decorate a spot indoors for this event.  To sign 
up to hand out treats, use your phone’s camera 
to scan the link above! Thank you. 

THE RETURN OF F3 AT RELC 
Join us on Fridays in September 
from 7:00-9:00 p.m. as we 
continue our time of Fridays, 
Firepits, and Fellowship. Please 

remember to bring your own beverages and 
chairs. Contact Becky Wagner if you have any 
questions at 402-932-9392 or 
beckywag@gmail.com. 

October 14:  Rich & Wendy Killingsworth’s House 
                        19834 Emiline Street, Gretna 
                          Bellbrook Neighborhood                             

OWLs 55 & OVER GROUP 
Come and join the OWLs on 
Wednesday, October 12th 
as we will be going to Carol 

Joy Holling Camp in Ashland for a tour of their 
facilities and learn about their programs.  

After the tour we will be served a lunch in the  
Sjogren Center.  Cost for the lunch is $11 per 
person.  The tour begins at 10:30 a.m. and we 
will be leaving from the church at 10:00 a.m. A 
count of those who plan to attend is needed at 
least two weeks prior to our visit, in order for 
the kitchen staff to make plans. Please sign up 
by September 28th. More details will be on the 
bulletin board or contact Jim Eichner at 402-
891-8651 or eichnerj6527@msn.com.   

On Thursday, October 27th at 
6:00 p.m., we will have our 
dinner out at Ollie and Hobbes 
Craft Kitchen in Papillion, 

located at 310 East Gold coast Rd. (84th & Hwy. 
370). We will carpool from RELC at 5:30 p.m. 
Please sign up for this by Sunday, October 23rd. 
For more information and questions, contact 
Jimm and Karen Murray at jimm.murray@att.com. 
---------------------------------------------------------- 
OWLs F3 Get Together Fun at Larry & Beth Rippes! 

----------------------------------------------------- 
Here are a few pictures taken during our OWLs 
field trip in August to Grace Lutheran Church in 
Lincoln.  We were able to see one of the oldest 
Bibles printed in the United States.  They had a 
center baptismal font that was beautiful.  Later 
we had lunch at the Hiway Diner and a picture 
of us in the German Russian Museum church. 
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WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY  
“Awakening to a Grand New Day” 

The Women’s Fellowship will start 
again on Tuesday, September 20th 
at 9:00 a.m. at the church.  We are 

continuing with studies from the book “Awakening 
to a Grand New Day”, chapter 10, Ongoing 
Renewal.  Please join us as we renew friendships 
again. 

2022 LAY READERS NEEDED 
If you love to read and are available 
for our Sunday, 8:30 a.m. or 10:45 
a.m. worship service, WE NEED 
YOU!  We are looking for individuals 

to read two lessons during our worship services. 
Please go to our sign-up listed on our website at 
www.relchurch.net.  

21+ THEOLOGY ON TAP 
Starting September 6th, anyone over 
21 is invited to join us on the first 
Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. 

at Lansky’s on 16918 Morgan Ave., Ste. 1, Gretna 
(168th & hwy. 370).  Feel free to bring a friend 
and enjoy some fellowship time together.  

RELC QUILTERS  
The RELC Quilters group will be 
meeting on the 2nd & 4th Tuesday of 
every month at 1:00 p.m. at RELC. 

If you have any unused cotton or cotton blend         
cotton material (scraps too, if they are large enough 
for quilt squares), please consider donating these 
items to help to defray the costs of our donated 
quilts. Contact Judy Feit or Susan Clegg with 
questions. 
-------------------------------------------------------
Join us on October 16th during worship for our 
“Blessing of our Prayer Shawls” for Lutheran 
World Relief.   

FUNERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS/LUNCHEON  
To keep you better informed when we have a 

funeral/luncheon at Resurrection, we are 
sending out detailed emails of the 
service.  We have also been attaching a 
sign-up genius asking for desserts and  

workers to help during this difficult time for the 
family.  If you do not receive emails and you 
would like someone to call you about the luncheon 
needs, please let Karron Brugmann know at 402-
332-3562 and she will add you to a list to call.  

THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS 
 Thank you to all our Thrivent 
participants that have included 
Resurrection as a benefactor of your 
Thrivent Choice Dollars.  If you would 

like to include Resurrection as your Thrivent 
Choice recipient, you can visit thrivent.com/ 
thriventchoice or call 1-800-847-4836 and when 
prompted, say “Thrivent Choice.”  

2022 Thrivent Choice Dollars Donated:  $747.00 

G 
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2022/2023 FLOWER/BULLETIN SIGN UP 
SIGN-UP NOW for 2022 & 2023!!     
Please consider signing up for altar 
flowers and bulletins for 2022. Go to 

our website at www.relchurch.net or call the church 
office to get signed up today at 402-332-3383.  
The suggested donation for bulletin sponsorship 
is $20. Thank you for your kindness. 

PRAYER REQUESTS  
If you would like us to pray for you or 
someone you know, please fill out the 
prayer sheet in your bulletin, send the 

office an email, or give the office a call to give 
your church family the opportunity to add it to 
their daily prayers!!!  If you are going into the 
hospital, be sure and let the office know so that 
we can be there for you with prayerful support. 
All prayer requests will be added to the bulletin 
for one month only, unless you contact us to let 
us know that further prayers are needed.   

HOSPITAL VISITS  
If you or a family member is going 
into the hospital, be sure and let Pr. 
James Sells or the office know so we 

can be there for you in prayerful support. 

PERSONAL INFORMATION CHANGES?  
Do you have a name, address, 
phone number or email change?  If 
so, please contact the office by 
phone at 402-332-3383 or email us 

at theoffice@relchurch.net. If you would like us 
to have an emergency contact number, please 
include that as well.  

PROJECT HOPE FOOD PANTRY  
Our church supports the Project 
Hope Food Pantry.  Drop off all 
items food or very gently used 
clothing donations at the Outreach 

Corner. Monetary donations can be sent to:  
Project Hope, Inc., 6201 N. 60th Street, Omaha, NE 
68104 or go to projecthopeomaha.org to make an 
online donation. GENTLY used clothing can also 
be delivered to Project Hope at their lower 
east door on Tuesday or Thursday between 
11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

Food Needs: 
Coffee and Shelf Stable Milk, Pop-tarts, Jam, 
Jelly, and Peanut Butter, Canned Fruits and 
Vegetables, Canned Beans (Baked, Refried, 
Black, Pinto, and etc.), Canned Meats (Tuna, 
Chicken, Sardines, Clams, and etc.), Boxed 
Potatoes, Hamburger or Tuna Helper, Rice & 
Pasta Packaged Side Dishes, Pasta any type 
Salsa, Ketchup, Mustard, Mayo & Salad 
Dressings, Brownie and Cake Mixes, Flour and 
Sugar, Cooking Oil 

Personal Care & Household Needs: 
Shampoo, Conditioner, Body Wash, Deodorant, 
Toothpaste, Toothbrushes, Hand Soap & Hand 
Sanitizer, Small Bottles of Liquid Dish Soap & Small 
Bottles of Laundry Detergent 

Baby/Clothing Needs:   
No needs at this time. 

Collect Family Fare Receipts 
Direct Your Dollars is a receipt-based 
program sponsored by the Family 
Fare stores.  You can help us raise 
money simply by doing something 

you do each week & going to the grocery 
store.  Send receipts to Project Hope. 

GRETNA NEIGHBORS FOOD PANTRY 
The pantry will continue with our "open pantry 
hours" the first and third Saturday morning of 
each month from 9-11 a.m. and the second 
Wed. evening of the month from 6-7 p.m. We are 
located at 107 Cort Plaza in Gretna. 

The next open pantry dates are as follows: 

Saturday, October 1st              
9-11 a.m. 
Wednesday, October 12th         
6-7 p.m. 
Saturday, October 15th            
9-11 a.m. 

Prebagged items will be handed out. Anyone 
who has need living in the Gretna school district 
is eligible (please bring proof of residency). 
Watch for signing directions when you arrive, 
and someone will be available to help you. 

http://www.relchurch.net/
mailto:theoffice@relchurch.net


16 

RELC – WAYS TO GIVE YOUR OFFERINGS 

               MAIL 
 
Resurrection Evangelical Lutheran Church 
153 S McKenna Avenue, Gretna, NE 68028 
Please include your designation (general, building, 
memorial) in the memo line of your check to 
ensure it goes to area you would like it to go to. 

 
TEXT 

Text to 402-875-6081 and type $amount (eg $10) 
in the message to set up a one-time or recurring 
donation.   
  
            ONLINE 

Visit www. Relchurch.net 
Click the Vanco symbol to set up a one time or 
recurring donation. 
SEND US YOUR PICTURES  

If you have any pictures you’d like 
included in the Messenger or on 
Facebook, please email them to the 
office. We’d enjoy seeing what your 

team is doing or what’s happening in your groups. 
PLEASE NOTE – IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO ENSURE THAT YOU HAVE 
PERMISSION OF ALL PEOPLE WITHIN YOUR PHOTOS TO SHARE ON SOCIAL 
MEDIA OUTLETS BEFORE SUBMITTING. WE WANT TO SHARE THESE MEMORIES 
BUT ALSO RESPECT THE PRIVACY OF OTHERS. 

PRAYER SHAWL GROUP  
If you knit or crochet, or would like to 
learn, you are invited to join the RELC 
Prayer Shawl Group!  We create 
shawls that are available for anyone 

in our congregation to be distributed to friends 
or family going through a personal crisis, whether it 
is illness, loss or other concern.  We also have 
some cancer hats and “prayer squares” available!  
Blankets for our newly baptized little ones are also 
made by our members!  If you have any questions 
or would like to be involved in making some of 
these items, contact Karen Hitz at 402-212-2589. 

*If you know of someone who is in need of a 
prayer shawl, prayer square or cancer hat at this 
time, please call the office at 402-332-3383. 

Join us on October 16th during worship for our 
“Blessing of our Prayer Shawls” for Lutheran 
World Relief.   

SAVE YOUR LABELS!  
The Local and World Service team 
is collecting Best Choice labels.  The 
money raised will be donated to Gretna 

Neighbors and Project Hope.  Just purchase Best 
Choice products (locally at McKinney’s and Super 
Saver), cut out the UPC code with Best Choice 
written above it, and place in the box by the 
food donation corner with the yellow shelving. 

We are collecting box tops for education.  
Please trim the edges and drop them 
in the box in food donation corner. 

ALUMINUM CAN COLLECTION!  
Bring your empty cans for Least of My 
Brethen to the container outside of 
the west door of the church-in the 

alley. We please ask that you do not crush 
them.  The can needs to be visible for refund 
purposes.  

SAVE YOUR POP TABS! 
The Ronald McDonald house is still 
collecting pop tabs.  Please drop off 
your tabs by the food donation 
corner with the yellow shelving.  

Your tabs will help cover costs that support families 
with a seriously ill or injured child.

 
WITH SYMPATHY 

Our thoughts and prayers go out 
to Kim and Luke Mefford and her 
family on the passing of Wayne 

Palle.  Wayne passed away after being on our 
prayer chain for a short period of time.  God’s 
peace be with them all at this time. 

 
NEW MEMBERS 

We would like to officially welcome 
our new families to Resurrection on 
October 2nd.   We are extremely 
blessed for this wonderful opportunity 

 Donate  
      or  
Pay Here 
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for you to join our church family.  We welcome 
Corbert, Shari, and Brandon Dorsey; Chris, 
Trisha, Brady, Oscar, and Henry Erickson; and 
Alex, Kayla, Emma and Jessie Case. We look 
forward to what God has in store for you in our 
faithful community.  

Check out our new members board to see all 
our families that have joined us this year. 

 
A NOTE OF THANKS 

Thank you for the patriotic shawl 
that was gifted to my father during 
his last days at the Hospice House -
Josie Harper Residence.  It is 

beautiful and we will continue to cherish it now 
that my father is at peace.  Blessings to all. 

Card Message-During a time like this we realize 
how much our friends and relatives really mean to 
us....Your expression of sympathy will always be 
remembered. 

-The Family of Al Cooper

FROM THE OFFICE 

*Check out the Communication Schedule located 
on the south bulletin board to see when 
information is due to the office. 
NOVEMBER MESSENGER ARTICLES ARE DUE: 
• Saturday, October 15th by 12:00 p.m. 

BULLETIN ANNOUCEMENTS ARE DUE: 
• Wednesday morning by 10:00 a.m. 

---------------------------------------------------- 
OUR COMMUNICATION APP! 

 
 

This app allows us to communicate about 
emergency cancellations. Enter this link into 
your browser https://band.us/n/a3ae23c8A9i3b  
 

or scan the QR code to join and be the first to 
know about any schedule changes due to 
severe weather or other emergencies! 
----------------------------------------------------- 

October  BIBLE MEMORY VERSE  

             Ezekiel 18:32 
        32For I take no pleasure  
     in the death of anyone,  
declares the Sovereign LORD.  
           Repent and live! 

----------------------------------------------------- 
Chair Help Need on Sundays! 

Exercise classes will take place 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday. 
Each Sunday after the late service 
we will need to set up for the week’s 

classes.  We are asking you for your help after 
the 10:45 a.m. worship service.  We appreciate 
all your help.  
-----------------------------------------------------
Portable Carpet Cleaner Needed! 

We are looking for a small portable 
carpet shampooer if anyone has one 
that they’d like to donate to the church 
for small carpet clean-up jobs.  Please 

let Jeanne know in the office to see if it is what 
is needed beforehand.  Thank you for your 
consideration. 
----------------------------------------------------- 
     Funny Jokes for the Day!-This works for Me..  

 
 

 
 
 
 
             
 

https://band.us/n/a3ae23c8A9i3b
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

     
 
 

 October 1 
1:00am Confirm 
 Field Trip  

October 2 
8:30am Traditional Comm. 
Worship-On the Green 
Blessing of the Animals 
New Member Affirmation 
9:30am RELC Café  
9:30am Resurrection Kids 
9:30am 3rd Gr.-Intro to Bible 
9:45am Confirm-Session 
9:45am Legacy Giving-CY 
10:45am Contemporary 
Worship Service-FH 
New Member Affirmation 
1:00pm Confirm-Field Trip 
-------- 
Online Services  
www.relchurch.net 

October 3 
9:00am Tai Chi  

October 4 
7:00pm Theo on Tap 
@ Lansky’s 

October 5 
9:00am Tai Chi 
10:00am Bulletin 
Items Due  
6:00pm Confirmation  
6:15pm Chancel Choir 
6:30pm Underground 
6:30pm L&WS 
6:50pm Bell Choir 
7:30pm Praise Band 

October 6 
2:00pm Trunk 
or Treat 
Meeting 
6:00pm HS Trip 
Meeting-Zoom 
  

October 7 
9:00am Exercise 
 
  

October 8  

October 9 
8:30am Traditional Worship-S 
9:30am Blood Pressure  
9:30am RELC Café  
9:30am Endowment Meet 
9:30am Resurrection Kids 
9:30am B&M Meet 
9:45am Confirm-Session 
10:45am Contemporary 
Comm. Worship Serv.-FH 
1:00pm CPR/AED Training 
-------- 
Online Services  
www.relchurch.net 

October 10 
9:00am Tai Chi 
6:30pm 
Property 

October 11 
1:00pm Quilters 
7:00pm Outreach  
Meet. 

October 12 
9:00am Tai Chi 
10:00am Bulletin 
Items Due 
10:00am OWLs 
Carpool to Carol Joy 
Holling-Lunch/Tour  
6:00pm Confirmation  
6:15pm Chancel Choir 
6:30pm Underground 
6:30pm Health Min. 
6:50pm Bell Choir 
7:30pm Praise Band 

October 13  October 14 
9:00am Exercise 
7:00 pm F3 @ 
Killingsworth’s 
House 
 
 
 
 
 
  

October 15 
Messenger 
Items Due 
8:00am Habitat 
for Humanity 

October 16 
8:30am Traditional Comm. 
Worship-S 
9:30am RELC Café  
9:30am Resurrection Kids 
9:45am Confirm-Session 
10:45am Contemporary 
Worship-FH 
-------- 
Online Services   
www.relchurch.net 

October 17 
9:00am Tai Chi 

October 18 
9:00am Women’s 
Bible Study 
7:00pm Council 
Meeting  

October 19 
9:00am Tai Chi 
10:00am Bulletin 
Items Due  
6:00pm Confirmation- 
Wednesday Session 
6:15pm Chancel Choir 
6:30pm Underground 
6:50pm Bell Choir  
7:30pm Praise Band 

October 20 October 21 
9:00am Exercise 

October 22 

October 23 
8:30am Traditional Worship-S 
9:30am RELC Café  
9:30am Resurrection Kids 
9:45am Confirm-Sunday  
10:45am Contemporary 
Comm. Worship Serv.-FH 
5:00pm Underground Dinner 
& Running Games 
-------- 
Online Services   
www.relchurch.net 

October 24 
9:00am Tai Chi 
 
 
 
 
 
 

October 25 
1:00pm Quilters 
7:00pm Care Team 
Meet 
 
 
 
 
 

October 26 
9:00am Tai Chi 
10:00am Bulletin 
Items Due  
6:00pm Confirmation- 
No Class 
6:30pm Trunk or Treat 
6:30pm Underground 
7:30pm Praise Band 

October 27 
5:30pm OWLs  
Carpool to Ollie 
& Hobbes Craft 
Kitchen 

October 28 
9:00am Exercise 
 
 

October 29 

October 30 
CONFIRMATION DAY! 
8:30am Traditional Worship-S 
9:30am RELC Café  
9:30am Resurrection Kids 
9:45am Confirm-No Class 
10:45am Contemporary 
Worship-FH 
-------- 
Online Services  
www.relchurch.net 

October 31 
9:00am Tai Chi 
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We joined RELC in the spring of 2022 after attending with our daughter Hannah for about a year. 
Carrie is originally from southern MN and Dan is from Milford, Nebraska. Dan and Carrie met 
while they both lived in Texas - Carrie moved there to start her first teaching job after college 
and Dan was in the US Army at that time stationed at Ft. Hood TX.  

Carrie has been a teacher with Millard Public Schools for the past 16 years. She will begin her 17th 
year teaching 2nd grade this fall. She has been teaching for 28 years, 12 years in Texas and 16 
in Omaha. Dan is a civilian police officer on Offutt Air Force Base for the Department of the 
Air Force. He has been with the Air Force for the past 11 years.  

Dan and Carrie have three adult children: Hannah and Megan and Jeremiah and two dogs - 
Koda and Ollie. 

Dan's parents live in Sioux City, Iowa so we often spend time with them helping them with 
their home. Carrie enjoys working in the yard and gardening in her free time.  
 

 

Larry (Dan), Carrie, Hannah, Megan, Jeremiah – Koda and Ollie 

THE 
Grove  Family 

 

 

 

 

THE 

Grove   Family 
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Contact Information 
Pastor James Sells 
    In the office: T-F, 9am-3pm 
  Tuesday-Thursday by appointment 
       402-759-6347 
  PastorJames@relchurch.net  
Ms. Hannah Grove 
         In the office:   Th-Fri, 8am-4pm  
    Wed, 12-8pm, Sat-Sun, by appointment 
  402-983-2456 
  Hannah.Grove@relchurch.net  
Office Hours 
  9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., Tuesday-Friday 
Church Phone Number 
  402-332-3383 
Email Address for Church 
  theoffice@relchurch.net 
Church Website 
  www.relchurch.net 
 

A PRAYER FOR OCTOBER, 

Prayers for a Time of Conflict, Crisis, 
and Disaster 
O God, where hearts are fearful and constricted, 
grant courage and hope.  Where anxiety is 
infectious and widening, grant peace and 
reassurance.  Where impossibilities close 
every door and window, grant imagination 
and resistance.  Where distrust twists our 
thinking, grant healing and illumination.  
Where spirits are daunted and weakened, 
grant soaring wings and strengthened 
dreams.  All these things we ask in the name 
of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

Source:  Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Copyright 
2006 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 
Bread for the Day 2020:  Daily Bible Readings and 
Prayers, Copyright 2019 Augsburg Fortress 

 

Return Service Requested 

RESURRECTION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
153 S McKenna Ave. 
Gretna, Nebraska 68028 
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	Who Is God Calling To Leadership In The Church?
	The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.                                                 2 Corinthians 9:6
	o Mondays & Wednesdays at 9:00 a.m. Continues through November 30
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	folder. Please e-mail the Care Team if you
	would like to receive e-mails regarding prayer requests, change your e-mail address, or to be removed from this contact list. This contact list will not be shared with others and will only send out information from the Care Team.
	Collect Family Fare Receipts Direct Your Dollars is a receipt-based program sponsored by the Family Fare stores.  You can help us raise money simply by doing something you do each week & going to the grocery store.  Send receipts to Project Hope.
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