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 MESSENGER 

  
 

From the Pastor’s Desk  
Let us build a house where love is found 

in water, wine and wheat: 
a banquet hall on holy ground 
where peace and justice meet. 

Here the love of God, through Jesus, 
is revealed in time and space; 

         as we share in Christ the feast that frees us: 
                All are welcome, all are welcome 
                   all are welcome in this place. 

I love the hymn “All are Welcome”. It speaks to a place we seek to establish 
every week at the church. A place that, regardless of the stuff that may divide 
us in the world like politics and ideologies, we can come together as one 
people to worship God. 

In terms of creating this space I think we do a great job. In the same way 
that gothic churches created a sanctuary space inside by placing ugly and 
scary things like gargoyles and demons on the outside, we have created a 
loving community where judgement and prejudice is left at the door so 
that we can, for a time, set down the troubles of the world as we worship 
inside.  

What we don’t do so well is invite others to experience this divine space that 
we have worked so hard in Christ to make. We have never really needed to. 
Historically Lutheran churches evangelized through marriage and procreation. 
But this model isn’t serving us very well today.  

To this end I would like to invite you into the theme of this program year of 
“Invitation”. Throughout the Fall, Winter, and Spring we will have 
workshops, special appeals, videos, and more to help us learn better to 
invite our brothers and sisters in the world to know and experience Christ 
at Resurrection. Appropriately our theme verse comes from the 28th 
chapter of Matthew, “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit”. 

As we learn new ways to carry out this great commission, we will be better 
prepared to live out our mission to, 
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Show God’s Love. 
Share God’s Word. 
Serve God. Amen. Alleluia. 
So that all may be welcome.                              

Blessings on your September. 

 
Pr. James W. Sells 

 
 
RESURRECTION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  
Pastor’s Report:  July 20th – August 16th         

Action steps from last month’s meeting: 
1. Produced FB graphic for Local and World 
    Service VA donations. 
2. Theme of “Invitation” scheduled for 2022- 
    2023 program year. 
3. Purchase of the reminder of streaming  
    equipment done.  
4. Updates to building use policy through  
    Council and Worship and Music 

Summary of reporting cycle: 
Over the last 27 days I’ve made 43 visitations 
and presided over 1 baptism and 1 funeral. We 
have also concluded the summer adult forum 
on the “Biblical Origins of the Liturgy” which 
has been a highlight for me this summer with 
excellent conversation. Beyond these events I 
have been preparing, with the staff, for the 
beginning of fall programming. The 6th grade 
Mentor/Mentee books have been finished, 
individual meetings with confirmation parents 
for orientation are ongoing, and acolyte and 
usher training are scheduled for the next two 
upcoming weeks. Unfortunately, health problems 
kept me away from the Resurrection Run and 
Pancake feed, but I was gratified to see the 
participation in these Gretna Days events.  

We have started, through Bob and Kathy Keasling, 
a new Habitat ministry that had a trial run on 
August 6th followed up with a temple talk on the 
14th. I am very much looking forward to the 
congregation having an opportunity to serve 
their neighbors in a more physical way. There will 
be multiple ways to participate in this ministry. 

People can work with our coalition any Saturday 
they want to or they may sign up for a scheduled 
RELC work day where we will provide hospitality 
through a lunch for everyone who is working. It 
is my hope to engage OWLs or the women’s 
group to provide lunch and bring it to the site 
and so pull more people into the work and 
ownership of the ministry. A display has begun 
in the hallway outside of the fellowship hall with a 
QR code for weekly registration and a sign up 
for group activity. It is my plan to document 
our work throughout the season and add the 
pictures to this display.  

The cycle ended with a service of farewell and 
Godspeed for Erick Hill who is currently on his 
internship year of ministry at First Lutheran in 
Lincoln.  

Looking ahead: 
As we look ahead to September, we will step 
into our program theme of “Invitation”. This will 
kick-off with the first of a sermon series on 
evangelism at our Rally Sunday services. Of 
course, everything will kick off again with Rally 
Sunday. 

Here are a few pictures from our new Habitat 
for Humanity ministry. 
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Youth & Congregational  
Life Director 

This August provided a small 
opportunity to breathe. I’ve 
spent the month getting ahead 
on programing for the year 

(information below). I’m so excited about the 
new opportunities this year will bring! 

This year I will be teaching the Sunday morning 
sessions of Confirmation. Last year I helped out 
as needed and enjoyed the opportunity to get 
to know our middle schoolers a little bit better. 
This year I’ll have a more consistent chance to 
discuss our faith and foundational creeds with 
our 7th and 8th graders and I’m so excited to see 
them there! 

Underground will be slightly longer this year, 
the time has been extended by half an hour. 
Last year we were spending half an hour on 
introductions, highs, and lows. I loved being able 
to check in with the youth and give them the 
chance to share their struggles and achievements, 
but we were only left with a half hour of 

programming. In order to have the best of 
both, we just extended Underground by half an 
hour! Underground is my favorite part of the 
week and I’m so excited that we started up 
again for the school year! 

Hannah Grove 
 

 
Fall brings new life and changes to RELC 
First, I personally can’t wait for Rally Sunday, 
September 11th, because I think that day makes 
the church come alive after a long “HOT” 
summer.  There is nothing more pleasing to me 
than seeing and hearing kids in the hallways 
and classrooms, kids singing in the Dugout, 
coffee & fellowship in the café, new and/or 
reenergized programs, and of course 
recommitted RELC members replacing their 
stone in their church. Are you recommitted? 

Secondly, some updates have taken place over 
the summer that you may or may not have 
noticed.  The property team has updated the 
lights in the café and café hallway from 
fluorescent and halogen to LED utilizing the 
same fixtures.  They have also updated the 
lights in the west hallway troughs from halogen 
to LED.  Its brighter, will take virtually no 
maintenance and will drastically cut our 
electrical usage. For example, the hallway 
trough lights only, were previously using 
approximately 7,200 watts of electricity and 
going forward will be using approximately 640 
watts, plus cutting our summer A/C costs due 
to the amount of heat those lights generated.  
With those savings, recouping the cost of the 
lights will happen in no time.  They are also 
looking at ways to bring better lighting into the 
Fellowship Hall while again saving money in the 
long run. 
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Remember to REPLACE YOUR STONE and I 
hope to see you in church!!!   

-Sincerely, Bill Schwarten, Council President 
----------------------------------------------------
At the Council's August 16th meeting, a motion 
was brought and approved to postpone the 
restart of the 5:30 p.m. Saturday evening service 
until January 2023. The motion was passed 
unanimously and with much discussion. Council  
will continue to evaluate the feasibility of this 
service as it relates to the necessary financial, 
staff and volunteer resources.  Council will 
revisit this topic in 60 days as part of their 
October 18th meeting. 

We know some will be disappointed with this 
decision.  We also know there are aspects of 
the "blended" service style provided by the 
Saturday evening service that many enjoy.  As 
the council continues their evaluation, we would 
like to hear from you on what specifically you 
enjoyed about the blended service style. 

Finally, we prayerfully ask for your trust and 
understanding regarding this decision and the 
need for further evaluation.  Please see any 
council member with questions.  

2022 Congregational Council - Bill Schwarten, 
Brian Roeber, Becky Wagner, Andy Stednitz, 
Shelley Schram, Darren Elliott, Rich Killingsworth, 
Evan Kock, Jonathan Rippe

 

         CHURCHWIDE NEWS 

EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH in AMERICA  
Drink From The Well 

Drink From The Well is a 
program of spiritual formation 
for adults, offering teaching 
and prayer practices to help 
open them to receiving the 
fullness of life in Christ and the 

richness of God’s mercy – right here, right now!  
This program is intended to be available to all 
adults wherever they may live.  Developed by 
certified spiritual directors associated with 

Seeking the Spirit Within, the program will run 
from October 2022 to May 2023. Each month 
there will be a recorded online webinar to 
provide instruction and a small group meeting 
with a spiritual director. Information about the 
program and the process of registration can be 
found at www.nebraskasynod.org and search 
for Drink from the Well.  You may also contact 
Pat or Emily at dftwnesynod@gmail.com. 
Registration will remain open until September 14. 

SPIRITUAL EDUCATION 

INTRODUCING RESURRECTION KIDS  
Following the survey we completed in 
the spring, we have decided to make 
a few changes to our Elementary-
aged programming. So, I’d like to 

introduce you to Resurrection Kids! Resurrection 
 Kids will be weekly on Sunday mornings during 
education hour (9:30-10:30 a.m.).  

We are also changing to a new curriculum, Spark 
Rotation! Using their “All Kids” model, we will 
have four units this year that will focus on a 
foundational Bible story. Each week, our 
elementary children will get to choose between 
two rotations which will provide a space for the 
kids to be creative and connect a wide range of 
interests to their faith lives. Each unit will run for 
four weeks, giving the kids an opportunity to 
attend all eight rotations! Register your child here! 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe
UWJfWGXp-se_C2kkTi0FgIDwsrrIQMi2PuM-
DhHi3D8hTNw/viewform?usp=sf_link  

Because of this change, volunteering for Resurrection 
Kids is going to look a little different than last 
year. We are looking for volunteers who can 
lead a rotation for two weeks at a time. You are 
welcome to sign up for more if you want! 
Additionally, we will need two “Shepherds” to 
help guide the children in their rotation and 
provide extra support when needed. We ask 
that our Shepherds sign up for two weeks of 
the same rotation, if possible, in order to help 
things run smoothly, but if you can only help 

http://www.nebraskasynod.org/
mailto:dftwnesynod@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeUWJfWGXp-se_C2kkTi0FgIDwsrrIQMi2PuM-DhHi3D8hTNw/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeUWJfWGXp-se_C2kkTi0FgIDwsrrIQMi2PuM-DhHi3D8hTNw/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeUWJfWGXp-se_C2kkTi0FgIDwsrrIQMi2PuM-DhHi3D8hTNw/viewform?usp=sf_link
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out for a week here and there, that’s okay too! 
Sign up to volunteer at: RELC Family: Resurrection 
 Kids Volunteers (signupgenius.com) 

Following our security meeting with the Sarpy 
County Sheriff’s Office, drop off and pick up 
from Resurrection Kids will look different as well. 
We plan to have one volunteer each week run a 
Check-In table. This will help us take attendance,  
and provide an opportunity for the kids to select 
their rotation! At this time, each child will receive a 
nametag and their parent will receive a duplicate 
nametag so that they can be paired up at pick 
up. The Check-In table will be another spot where 
we need volunteers and will only run for about 
15 minutes at the beginning of Resurrection Kids! 

We are still in need of a few supplies. Visit our 
amazon wish list to help out by purchasing an 
item or two which will be delivered directly to 
the church! You can find our list here:  
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1DETV
R0EIFSJY?ref_=wl_share 

 
FAITH STEPPING STONES  

3-Year-Old And Third Grade  
Bible presentations were at 
worship on August 7th! It was 
wonderful to see our three-year-

old and third graders receive the Word. If you 
were not able to attend, you can reach out to 
me and let me know and we will get you an 
age- appropriate Bible! 

 

4th-8th Grade Students 
Acolyte Training was Sunday, 
August 28th at 11:00 a.m. 
following the late worship service. 

Fourth graders were required to attend as the 
beginning of their confirmation duties. If this 
time did not work for you, please reach out to 
Hannah to schedule an individual training session! 
---------------------------------------------------- 
5th Grade-First Communion 

First Communion is in the spring 
semester. Save the date for classes.  

(March 16, 23, and 30, Thursdays 
at 6pm for First Communion 

Instruction. First Communion will be on Easter 
Sunday, April 9th at the 10:45 worship service.) 
---------------------------------------------------- 

CONFIRMATION: 6th-9th Grade 
Our last set of Confirmation Orientation meetings 
are September 7th from 5:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. If 
you haven’t had the chance to attend a meeting, 
please email Hannah to get one scheduled! If 
these dates do not work for you, we’re more 
than happy to schedule a different time to 
meet so that you can be prepared and 
successful this year in Confirmation! 
---------------------------------------------------- 
6th Grade Mentor/Mentee Program-2022/23 

Mentors and Mentees (and 
families) will join us September 
18th at noon for a Potluck Luncheon 

to start off the year! Look for more details in 
your email as the date approaches with 
information on what to bring. 
----------------------------------------------------
7th & 8th Grade Bible Year Confirmation 2022/23 

Confirmation Instruction on Martin 
Luther's Small Catechism.  

Our Confirmation Kick-Off event is 
September 14th at 6:00 p.m. 6th-8th 

graders are invited to join us to get to know 
each other through fellowship to kick off the 
year!  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0a44acad29a5f58-resurrection
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0a44acad29a5f58-resurrection
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1DETVR0EIFSJY?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1DETVR0EIFSJY?ref_=wl_share
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Confirmation Instruction will begin the 
following week. This year families will be able 
to choose between attending class on Sunday 
mornings at 9:45-10:45 a.m. beginning 
September 18th or Wednesday evenings from 
6:00-7:00 p.m. beginning September 21st. More 
information will be provided at your orientation 
meetings.  
---------------------------------------------------- 
9th Grade Confirmation Year 2022/2023 

9th graders will be confirmed in 
October on Reformation Sunday 
(Oct. 30th at 10:45 a.m.). 9th graders 
are required to attend high school 

youth group (Underground) from our start date 
in August until their confirmation in October. 
Additionally, 9th graders are required to attend 
an overnight retreat at Carol Joy Holling on 
October 14th. During this retreat, our confirmands 
will write their statements of faith. Details to 
follow at your upcoming Confirmation 
orientation meetings. 

 

UNDERGROUND-SUMMER SCHEDULE 

The High School Underground will have a small 
time change for the beginning of this year! We 
will meet from 6:30-8:00 p.m. on Wednesday 
nights. The extra half hour will give us a little 
more time for more fun!  

Underground began on August 17th at 6:30 p.m. in 
the basement. Please note that 9th grade 
confirmands are required to attend Underground 
through October.

 
COLLEGE AGED MINISTRY & 
PROGRAMMING (CAMP) 
CAMP stands for College Aged Ministry Programs! 
This program is for anyone who has graduated 
from high school. All are welcome to attend 

(even if you decided that college wasn’t your 
post-high school plans! We want to connect 
with all of you)! 

NEW! S.O.C.K.s Program  
SOCKs (Support Our College Kids) is our 
college-aged ministry program. New 
this year, we will send care packages to 

college students who register at the link below!  

If you would like to support our college ministry, 
please consider making a $20 donation which 
will sponsor a college kid for the year. You can 
find envelopes on the bulletin board near the 
fellowship hall to use for the offering or you 
can make a donation designated to SOCKs. 

If you are or have a college-aged kid, sign them 
up at the following link! 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe
c_VsRpnTv7xagHHMDb51p_cF0DVFLxUCosQ4L
PHwTPxWWkw/viewform?usp=sf_link 

 

LOCAL & WORLD SERVICE 
TOGETHER A GREATER GOOD 

To date, our church TAGGers 
have raised more than $2000 for 
church projects sponsored by the 
Local & World Service Team.  

Download the app to your smartphone and 
choose RELC as the supported organization. 
You can also drop your receipts at the office. 
When you purchase from a TAGG business, it will 
donate up to 5% of your total purchase to RELC. 

The Local & World Service Team invites 
you to do the TAGG of the MONTH! 

  September is GREENBELLY month 
          204TH & Pacific St., Elkhorn 
They will donate up to 5% of your receipt.  

---------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSec_VsRpnTv7xagHHMDb51p_cF0DVFLxUCosQ4LPHwTPxWWkw/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSec_VsRpnTv7xagHHMDb51p_cF0DVFLxUCosQ4LPHwTPxWWkw/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSec_VsRpnTv7xagHHMDb51p_cF0DVFLxUCosQ4LPHwTPxWWkw/viewform?usp=sf_link
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God’s Work. Our Hands. is being celebrated by 
the ELCA on September 11. The Local and World 
Service Team invites you to help support the 
ministry of Least of My Brethren by donating 
any of the following items under the Gods Work. 
Our Hands. banner. Least of My Brethren helps 
the homeless in the metro area transition into 
apartments by providing basic furnishings.  
There are 3 ways you can participate: 
1. Please consider purchasing new items such 

as: queen sheets, hand towels, toasters, crock 
pots or laundry baskets. 
                        OR 

2. Donating gently used sheets, towels, utensils, 
dishes or pots and pans. 
                        OR  

3. Purchasing from Amazon and have them 
shipped directly to LOMB at the following 
link:  https://smile.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ 
ls/PK6S7YYS2MEB 

 
HEALTH MINISTRY TEAM 
Greetings from your Health Ministry Team! 

Tai Chi for Balance classes at Resurrection will 
start the fall session on Monday, September 12, 
2022.  The session runs for 12 weeks, and classes 
will be held every week on Monday and Wednesday, 
beginning at 9:00 a.m. through November 30.  
The instructors will be Karen Hitz and Nicki Ayer, 
both trained Tai Chi for Balance instructors.   

This year, we will observe National Falls Prevention 
Week with a special class event on Monday, 
September 19. Plans are to meet for class that 
day at Peterson Park in Gretna and share 
information about falls (the leading cause of fatal 
and non-fatal injuries in our senior population) 
and the steps we can take to avoid those falls. In 
addition to our students, members of the 
congregation and the Gretna community are 
invited to see our tai chi class demonstration and 
learn how tai chi can help to prevent falls that 
could lead to serious injuries. 

Often described as “Meditation in Motion”, the 
movements of Tai Chi are slow, graceful, gentle, 
calming and can be done by anyone. The Tai 
Chi for Balance program is focused primarily 
on fall prevention by increasing muscular strength, 
mobility and balance and is beneficial to all age 
groups and adaptable to persons with limited 
mobility. Studies show there are additional 
benefits to the practice of tai chi including 
increased emotional well-being, increased 
cognitive ability, reduced arthritis pain, and 
improved sleep quality, among others. Participants 
can stand or sit to do the exercises. Unlike Yoga, 
we do not do any exercises on the floor. Tai 
Chi for Balance in Nebraska is an affiliate of 
American Tai Chi and Qigong Association 
(ATCQA) and partners with Eastern Nebraska 
Office on Aging (ENOA) and CHI Health. 

We invite everyone (novice or proficient) to 
experience the benefits of Tai Chi.  Classes are 
FREE and open to the Gretna community. If 
you are interested in learning Tai Chi, join us on 
September 12 or contact Karen Hitz at 402-212-
2589 or at bkhitz@cox.net. If you want to know 
more about the program, check out the website at 
https://taichibalance.org/. 

Here’s to your health! 

Source:  https://www.cdc.gov/poxvirus/monkey 
pox/index.html retrieved 7/9/22. 
--------------------------------------------------- 
                 

https://smile.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/PK6S7YYS2MEB
https://smile.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/PK6S7YYS2MEB
mailto:bkhitz@cox.net
https://taichibalance.org/
https://www.cdc.gov/poxvirus/monkeypox/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/poxvirus/monkeypox/index.html
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Exercise Classes 
The Health Ministry Team is 
excited to resume activities at 
Resurrection that promote 

whole-person health.  These activities include: 
• Low Impact Exercise Class – (Masks are 

strongly encouraged)  
o Fridays at 9:00 a.m.-No class on 9/23 

• Blood Pressure Checks – (Masks are 
required) 
o Scheduled to resume after Labor Day. 

• Tai Chi classes – Begins on Monday, 
September 12-November 30. 

Please note that on Monday, September 19, 
class will meet on the basketball court area at 
Peterson Park at 9:00 a.m. To recognize Falls 
Prevention Awareness Week, our class participants 
will provide a tai chi demo for members of the 
community and provide information about tai chi 
and other fall prevention measures.

CARE TEAM 
The Prayer Team will now be 
the Care Team with an official 
RELChurch e-mail address. 
Prayer is a vital part of our 

faith. The Care Team mission will continue to be to 
pray for those in need and to share requested 
prayers with those on the contact list via e-mail, 
phone call, and in the weekly bulletins. The Care 
Team is broadening its mission to also include 
connecting those in need with additional services 
available through Resurrection. For example, 
the Health Ministry team may be able to assist 
with providing needs like walkers or wheelchairs 
for in home use or assistance in answering medical 
related questions. Some may be in need of Care 
Meals or request a visit from Pastor James and 
communion. The Care Team is here to support 
our faith family both spiritually and physically. If 
you or someone you know is in need, you may 
reach out to the Care Team or the church office 
for additional assistance. Let Tammy Williams 
know if you are interested in joining the team. 

The Care Team meets the 4th Tuesday of each 
month at 7:00 p.m. All are welcome. 

Going forward, prayer requests will be sent out 
from CareTeam@relchurch.net. You may need 
to update settings in your e-mail to allow e-mails 
from CareTeam@relchurch.net, so the e-mails 
aren’t blocked or sent to a junk/spam e-mail  
folder. Please e-mail the Care Team if you 
 would like to receive e-mails regarding prayer 
requests, change your e-mail address, or to be 
removed from this contact list. This contact list 
will not be shared with others and will only 
send out information from the Care Team.

 

BENEVOLENCE & MISSION TEAM 
Resurrection Evangelical 
Lutheran Church (RELC) 
distributes 8% of our 
quarterly offering to the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church of America (ELCA) 
Synod to help organizations in need on a national 
& worldwide basis. The purpose of the Mission & 
Benevolence Team is also to provide financial 
assistance to worthy organizations by distributing 
2% of RELC’s quarter offering with an emphasis 
on local needs. In making our decisions, we strive 
to support RELC’s strategic long-term plans and 
goals. 

Congregation,  
If you know of an organization that has a need 
(i.e. funding) within our community where our 
team might be of assistance, please leave a 
note in our box in the church office.  We will 
prayerfully consider these requests quarterly 
along with the other requests we regularly receive. 
-Thank you, Benevolence & Mission Team 
----------------------------------------------------------- 
2nd Quarter 8% ELCA Mission Share - $5,184.54 

2nd Quarter 2% Distribution - $1,296.13 

I. We have committed to give $850 per year 
for the next 3 years to Gretna Neighbors 
(2022-2024) to be used towards their 
rental obligation.   

mailto:CareTeam@relchurch.net
mailto:CareTeam@relchurch.net
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Our $212.50 quarterly commitment will 
come off the top leaving a balance of 
$1,083.63 to distribute elsewhere. 

II.  $541.82 to NE Least of My Brethren  
III.  $541.81 to Heartland Hope Mission 

Next Meeting Date:  3rd Quarter-October 9, 2022 
 

STEWARDSHIP TEAM 
You are Invited! 

Our theme as we enter the new 
church season in September is 

Invitation.  The Stewardship Team would like to 
take this opportunity to invite everyone to a 
wonderful event that will be taking place at the 
church on Sunday, October 2nd.  Sarah Callahan, 
Executive Director of Lutheran Giving, will be 
conducting a legacy gift planning workshop 
from 9:45 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.  Sarah will be 
sharing great planning ideas and valuable 
information that applies to members and 
families of all ages.  We hope to see you there!   

We also invite you consider participating in any 
of the RELC ministry teams and related activities  – 
they could all use your time and talents!  If you 
are interested in learning more about joining 
any of the ministry teams, please browse the 
RELC website or call the church office.   Thank 
you to everyone for your continued sharing of 
time, talents and treasures to support our 
ministries and mission to Share God’s Word, 
Show God’s Love, Serve God. 

-The Stewardship Team    
 

OUTREACH TEAM 
THE RESURRECTION CAFÉ OPENS ON 9/11 

           Join us for the re-opening  
           of the Resurrection Café 
 on September 11th at 9:30 a.m.   

We are always looking for individuals or families 
willing to ensure that the coffee and breakfast 
items are ready and available. All you have to 
do is make coffee, prepare/serve breakfast 
treats, clean up and make people feel welcome. 

There are step by step instructions provided to 
assist you too! If you think you have what it 
takes to help out, stop by the café bulletin 
board and sign-up or contact Wendy Hirschfeld 
at 402-366-7028. 
---------------------------------------------------- 
GREETERS NEEDED! 
Our greeter program is always looking for more 
smiling faces to welcome others to church. We 
would love to count on you to help us welcome 
members and guests.  We understand that we are 
still in a pandemic and people have different levels 
of comfort when interacting with others.  With 
that said, all that’s required to greet is to say 
“good morning” and smile!  

Please let us know if you are unable to greet or 
you have any questions, please contact Brenda 
Fleck at 402-399-0661.   

*Watch your email for upcoming opportunities 
to become a greeter or a sub when needed. 

Thanks so much for your part in making RELC a 
friendly, welcoming place of worship! 

 
PROPERTY TEAM 

The property team is always looking 
for new members that like to get 
involved and have fresh new ideas 
for our church properties.  

Please contact Bill Schwarten at 402-290-6300 
if you are interested in joining the team.

 
RELC ARCHIVES TEAM 

The Archives Team is looking for 
pictures of past church activities or 
any newsletters dated before the 

year 2000.  Please share your old, new, past, or 
present pictures and any stories that go with them.  
If you have any, please contact Jim Eichner at 
Eichnerj6527@msn.com.

 
WORSHIP & MUSIC TEAM 
SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Single service will be held on the following 
weekend. 
September 4th – 10:00 a.m., Sanctuary 

mailto:Eichnerj6527@msn.com
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WORSHIP SERVICE SCHEDULE 
Begins September 10, 2022 
Sunday Services  
8:30 a.m. – Traditional Service – Sanctuary 
Communion served first & third Sundays  

10:45 a.m. – Contemporary Service – Fellowship Hall 
Communion served second & fourth Sundays  
---------------------------------------------------- 
Online Worship Services 

 YouTube: (Watch Live or Uploaded Service) 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjXn
hZfhxipkc5ZTA6SrHUw 

 Facebook: 
Facebook.com/RELCgretna  

---------------------------------------------------- 
Music Rehearsal 

Praise Band will rehearse at 7:00 p.m. 
every Wednesday. Chancel and 
Bell Choir will be on a summer 
break until September.   

If you are interested in joining our Chancel Choir 
or Bell Choir this fall, contact Dr. Matt Hill at 
matt@singomaha.org. 

Chancel Choir and Bell Choir rehearsals will 
begin on September 14th. The Chancel Choir 
rehearses from 6:15-6:45 p.m., and the Bells 
from 6:50-7:25 p.m. every Wednesday 
evening during the school year. Each choir 
shares special music once per month at the 8:30 
a.m. service. 

No prior choir experience is required for singing 
in the Chancel Choir, but some musical experience 
is helpful for bell ringers.  

I’ll look forward to being with you all in 
rehearsal very soon! – Matt Hill, Music Director 
---------------------------------------------------- 
 

 

 
Join us for a service of blessing for our beloved 
furry, feathery, and scaly companions on October 2nd 
at 8:30 a.m. on the South Green. Make sure to not 
only bring your pet but also a chair! See you then! 

 
“The music of the Gospel leads us home.”  
- Frederick W. Faber 

Music as an art form has always connected 
deeply with people of all cultures and languages 
throughout human history. Making melodies 
with voices and instruments has been a key 
part of the expression of man’s experiences. 
When words fail us, and the circumstances of 
our physical lives confine us, music is an outlet 
for the hopes and dreams, passions and desires, 
the tension and confusion, and even the 
transformation taking place within us. 

Music connects with us on a level nothing else 
does, and for that reason, people have always 
recognized a divine power and spirituality to music. 

Yet no matter how societies around the world 
relate to music, God’s people should realize they 
have a special claim on the art of song. The 
power of great music lies in the power of the 
gospel story, of God calling his people home. 
As a Gospel Coalition writer says, “If you believe 
in God, you have a framework for enjoying music 
that is more satisfying to heart and mind, and 
more authentic to the actual experience of that 
enjoyment.”  

So, while the world at large may use music in 
their search for meaning, for expression, or 
simply pleasure and distraction, the Bible reveals 
a much deeper, ancient, and powerful purpose 
at work when followers of Christ lift their voices.   

“Come and hear, all you who fear God, and I will 
tell what he has done for my soul” (Psalm 66:16). 

Oct. 2 
8:30 a.m. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjXnhZfhxipkc5ZTA6SrHUw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjXnhZfhxipkc5ZTA6SrHUw
mailto:matt@singomaha.org
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/reason-you-love-music/
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July Finance Report 
 

 July '22 YTD '22 Budget '22 
  (7 month) (12 months) 

Income:    
   Local Offering $22,022  $169,418  $350,000  
   Other Giving $2,646  $23,151  $40,250  
General Budget 
Total $24,668  $192,569  $390,250  

    
Expenses:    
   Administrative $17,230  $140,483  $274,905  
   Benevolence $6,481  $32,085  $40,000  
   Christian 
Education $647  $2,009  $6,370  
   Health Ministry $0  $0  $1,050  
   Outreach $348  $1,677  $5,500  
   Property $1,429  $19,993  $47,450  
   Stewardship $0  $0  $200  
   Technology $116  $1,261  $2,660  
   Worship and Music $1,716  $5,873  $12,035  
General Budget 
Total $27,965  $203,381  $390,170  
Net Profit (Loss) ($3,297) ($10,812) $80  

    
  July '21 YTD '21  
Total Income  $24,385  $190,246   
Total Expenses $36,213  $184,438   
      
Net Profit (Loss) ($11,829) $5,808   

 

Connectors: Thank you for agreeing to be a greeter and for 
providing a warm welcome to our members and visitors as they 
arrive for worship! If you are unable to be here for your designated 
Sunday, you are responsible to find your own substitute.  If you no 
longer want to be on the greeter schedule, please contact Brenda 
Fleck and Anne Brodin. 
 
Traditional Service 8:30 am  
   9/4     Kris & Becky Wagner 
   9/11   Jeremy & Jennifer Reineke 
   9/18   Larry & Beth Rippe 
   9/25   Dave & Shelley Schram 

Contemporary 10:00 am 
   9/4     Craig & Joyce Mohling, Ryan & Kari Bergsten 
   9/11   Ed & Jane Joyce, Brenda Fleck 
   9/18   Becky Schnack, Sheri Feala, Kevin & Linda Karas 
   9/25   Mark & Shelly Grimm, Jon & Renee Gross 
  

 Servers in September 
Head Usher: 

     8:30 am (Sun.) Rich Killingsworth       
 10:45 am (Sun.) Jon Gross (9/4-10:00am) 

 Flowers & Bulletins: Shelly Grimm 
Altar Guild: Karen Jahn, Linette Jahn,  
                     Lori Huffman 

Lay Readers:  
-Sunday 8:30 am – Wendy Hirschfeld (9/11, 
9/18, 9/25) 
-Sunday 10:45 am – Deb Wallman (9/4-
10:00am, 9/11, 9/18, 9/25) 

Church Council Schedule:  
-Traditional 8:30 am  - Sanctuary 
   9/4      One Service Only 
   9/11    Jonathan Rippe 
   9/18    Jonathan Rippe 
   9/25     Becky Wagner 
-Contemporary 10:00 am -Fellowship Hall 
   9/4      Bill Schwarten (in Sanctuary) 
 9/11    Open 
   9/18    Darren Elliott 
   9/25    Open  

Acolytes:  View Schedule-www.relchurch.net  
-Traditional 8:30 am  - Sanctuary 
   9/4      Open 
   9/11    Open 
   9/18    Open 
   9/25    Open  
-Contemporary 10:00 am -Fellowship Hall 
   9/4      Open 
 9/11    Open 
   9/18    Open 
   9/25    Open 
  
    

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.relchurch.net/
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Jimm and Karen Murray 9/12  52 
Jennifer and John Dietrich  9/13    3 
Phillip and Sugi Galaska 9/13 27 
Bryan and Jeanne Ralston 9/14 26 
Steve and Nicole Stamm 9/15 21 
Larry and Cindy Henning 9/19 41 
David and Bonnie Essen 9/20 42 
Monique Holstein and Lucky Lemming      9/21 3 
Ryan and Alison Tickner 9/22 21 
Andrew and Amy Rongisch 9/27 25 
   
   
   
   
   
   

 
 
 
 

Lakelyn Ewer 9/1 
Anna Stednitz 9/2 
Matt Anderson 9/3 
Monica Gissler 9/4 
Dan Grove 9/5 
Klaus Langmaack 9/5 
Kirk Liermann 9/5 
Kyle Naber 9/5 
Marissa Wilderdyke 9/5 
Delores Armstrong 9/6 
Emma Case 9/6 
Brody Parks 9/8 
Robert Roseland 9/8 
Conrad Pfeffer 9/9 
Gregory Schnack 9/9 
Joy Vodicka 9/9 
Stephanie Kersten 9/11 
Steven Norman 9/11 
Austin Hammer 9/12 

Kynlee North 9/12 
Shannon Buster 9/15 
DeeAnn Hartman 9/15 
Karen Jahn 9/15 
Emily Sponsel 9/15 
Mark Sponsel 9/15 
Jennifer Bush 9/16 
Joan Bohling 9/17 
Judy Dietrich 9/17 
James Sykes 9/17 
Camden Parks 9/19 
Sophie Rohrs 9/19 
Shawn Meyer 9/20 
Kennedy Milliman 9/21 
Denise Osborn 9/21 
Jon Gross 9/22 
Madeline Galaska 9/23 
Deb Mindrup 9/23 
Jon Waller 9/23 

LeRoy Hoyer 9/24 
Jason Schnell 9/24 
Cory VanBlarcom 9/24 
Sylvia Hammer 9/26 
Heather Parks 9/26 
Miriam Schlechte 9/26 
Carol Ehlers 9/27 
Marc Feala 9/27 
Blake Grimm 9/27 
Bryce Grimm 9/27 
Monique Holstein 9/27 
Dennis Tresca 9/27 
Miles Cradduck 9/28 
Jim Eichner 9/28 
Amy Joyce 9/29 
Brian Rongisch 9/29 
Beth Rippe 9/30 
LaRene Walker 9/30 

 
 
 
 
   
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

   Name                                    _       Date       Years 
   
 
 
  

   Name    ______                                          Date      Years 
   
 
 
  

Kuevi and Kelly Ekue 9/1 15 
Jon and Renee Gross 9/1 38 
Mark and Keri Cradduck 9/2 17 
Jim and Val Kwasniewski 9/3 34 
Todd and Birgit Schlechte 9/6 25 
Steve and Diane Bergman 9/7 54 
Ryan and Kari Bergsten 9/7 20 
Kevin and Linda Karas 9/9 33 
Richard and Nancy Ayer 9/11 62 
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ADS & OPPORTUNITIES 
THE RETURN OF F3 AT RELC 

Join us on Fridays in September 
from 7:00-9:00 p.m. as we 
continue our time of Fridays, 
Firepits, and Fellowship. Please 

remember to bring your own beverages and 
chairs. Contact Becky Wagner if you have any 
questions at 402-932-9392 or 
beckywag@gmail.com. 

September 23:  Dan, Carrie, & Hannah Grove’s House 
                            16513 Timberlane Drive, Omaha 
                            (Adults Only) 
October 7:  Rich & Wendy Killingsworth’s House 
                      19834 Emiline Street, Gretna 
                        Bellbrook Neighborhood                             

OWLs 55 & OVER GROUP 
Come and join the OWLs on 
Wednesday, September 14th for 
the OWLs version of F3, only on a 
Wednesday.  We will meet at 

Larry & Beth Rippe’s House, 21865 Plum Creek 
Drive in Gretna for fun and fellowship from 7:00 
p.m. until about 9:00 p.m. BYO lawn chair, 
snacks, and drinks, alcohol will be allowed (id’s 
will be checked). 
----------------------------------------------------- 

Join us for a dinner out on 
Thursday, September 22nd at 
6:00 p.m. at the Panda House 
Chinese Restaurant at 14461 

West Center Rd. in Omaha.  Please sign-up by 
September 18th on the sheet on the south bulletin 
board outside of the Fellowship Hall. For questions 
and information, please contact Richard Bergsten at 
402-932-2284 or r.bergsten@hotmail.com. 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY  
“Awakening to a Grand New Day” 

The Women’s Fellowship will start 
again on Tuesday, September 20th 
at 9:00 a.m. at the church.  We are 

continuing with studies from the book “Awakening 
to a Grand New Day”, chapter 10, Ongoing 
Renewal.  Please join us as we renew friendships 
again. 

2022 LAY READERS NEEDED 
If you love to read and are available 
for our Sunday, 8:30 a.m. or 10:45 
a.m. worship service, WE NEED 
YOU!  We are looking for individuals 

to read two lessons during our worship services. 
Please go to our sign-up listed on our website at 
www.relchurch.net.  

THEOLOGY ON TAP 
Starting September 6th, anyone over 
21 is invited to join us on the first 
Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. at 

Lansky’s on 16918 Morgan Ave., Ste. 1, Gretna 
(168th & hwy. 370).  Feel free to bring a friend 
and enjoy some fellowship time together.  

RELC QUILTERS  
The RELC Quilters group will be 
meeting on the 2nd & 4th Tuesday of 
every month at 1:00 p.m. at RELC. 

If you have any unused cotton or cotton blend         
cotton material (scraps too, if they are large enough 
for quilt squares), please consider donating these 
items to help to defray the costs of our donated 
quilts. Contact Judy Feit or Susan Clegg with 
questions. 

FUNERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS/LUNCHEON  
To keep you better informed when we 
have a funeral/luncheon at Resurrection, 
we are sending out detailed emails of 
the service.  We have also been 

attaching a sign-up genius asking for desserts and  
workers to help during this difficult time for the 
family.  If you do not receive emails and you 
would like someone to call you about the luncheon 
needs, please let Karron Brugmann know at 402-
332-3562 and she will add you to a list to call.  

THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS 
 Thank you to all our Thrivent 
participants that have included 
Resurrection as a benefactor of your 
Thrivent Choice Dollars.  If you would 

like to include Resurrection as your Thrivent 
Choice recipient, you can visit thrivent.com/ 
thriventchoice or call 1-800-847-4836 and when 
prompted, say “Thrivent Choice.”  

2022 Thrivent Choice Dollars Donated:  $747.00 

mailto:r.bergsten@hotmail.com
http://www.relchurch.net/


14 

2022 FLOWER/BULLETIN SIGN UP 
            SIGN-UP NOW!!     
Please consider signing up for altar 
flowers and bulletins for 2022. Go to 

our website or call the church office to get 
signed up today at 402-332-3383.  The 
suggested donation for bulletin sponsorship is 
$20. Thank you for your kindness. 

PRAYER REQUESTS  
If you would like us to pray for you or 
someone you know, please fill out the 
prayer sheet in your bulletin, send the 

office an email, or give the office a call to give 
your church family the opportunity to add it to 
their daily prayers!!!  If you are going into the 
hospital, be sure and let the office know so that 
we can be there for you with prayerful support. 
All prayer requests will be added to the bulletin 
for one month only, unless you contact us to let 
us know that further prayers are needed.   

HOSPITAL VISITS  
If you or a family member is going 
into the hospital, be sure and let Pr. 
James Sells or the office know so we 

can be there for you in prayerful support. 

PERSONAL INFORMATION CHANGES?  
Do you have a name, address, 
phone number or email change?  If 
so, please contact the office by 
phone at 402-332-3383 or email us 

at theoffice@relchurch.net. If you would like us 
to have an emergency contact number, please 
include that as well.  

PROJECT HOPE FOOD PANTRY  
Our church supports the Project 
Hope Food Pantry.  Drop off all 
items food or very gently used 
clothing donations at the Outreach 

Corner. Monetary donations can be sent to:  
Project Hope, Inc., 6201 N. 60th Street, Omaha, NE 
68104 or go to projecthopeomaha.org to make an 
online donation. GENTLY used clothing can also 
be delivered to Project Hope at their lower 
east door on Tuesday or Thursday between 
11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

Food Needs: 
Coffee and Shelf Stable Milk, Pop-tarts, Jam, 
Jelly, and Peanut Butter, Canned Fruits and 
Vegetables, Canned Beans (Baked, Refried, 
Black, Pinto, and etc.), Canned Meats (Tuna, 
Chicken, Sardines, Clams, and etc.),Boxed 
Potatoes, Hamburger or Tuna Helper, Rice & 
Pasta Packaged Side Dishes, Pasta any type 
Salsa, Ketchup, Mustard, Mayo & Salad 
Dressings, Brownie and Cake Mixes, Flour and 
Sugar, Cooking Oil 

Personal Care & Household Needs: 
Shampoo, Conditioner, Body Wash, Deodorant, 
Toothpaste, Toothbrushes, Hand Soap & Hand 
Sanitizer, Small Bottles of Liquid Dish Soap & Small 
Bottles of Laundry Detergent 

Baby/Clothing Needs:   
No needs at this time. 

Collect Family Fare Receipts 
Direct Your Dollars is a receipt-based 
program sponsored by the Family 
Fare stores.  You can help us raise 
money simply by doing something 

you do each week & going to the grocery 
store.  Send receipts to Project Hope. 

GRETNA NEIGHBORS FOOD PANTRY 
The pantry will continue with our "open pantry 
hours" the first and third Saturday morning of 
each month from 9-11 a.m. and the second 
Wed. evening of the month from 6-7 p.m. We are 
located at 107 Cort Plaza in Gretna. 

The next open pantry dates are as follows: 

Saturday, September 3rd              
9-11 a.m. 
Wednesday, September 14th         
6-7 p.m. 
Saturday, September 17th            
9-11 a.m. 

Prebagged items will be handed out. Anyone 
who has need living in the Gretna school district 
is eligible (please bring proof of residency). 
Watch for signing directions when you arrive, 
and someone will be available to help you. 

mailto:theoffice@relchurch.net
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RELC – WAYS TO GIVE YOUR OFFERINGS 

               MAIL 
 
Resurrection Evangelical Lutheran Church 
153 S McKenna Avenue, Gretna, NE 68028 
Please include your designation (general, building, 
memorial) in the memo line of your check to 
ensure it goes to area you would like it to go to. 

 
TEXT 

Text to 402-875-6081 and type $amount (eg $10) 
in the message to set up a one-time or recurring 
donation.   
  
            ONLINE 

Visit www. Relchurch.net 
Click the Vanco symbol to set up a one time or 
recurring donation. 
SEND US YOUR PICTURES  

If you have any pictures you’d like 
included in the Messenger or on 
Facebook, please email them to the 
office. We’d enjoy seeing what your 

team is doing or what’s happening in your groups. 
PLEASE NOTE – IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO ENSURE THAT YOU HAVE 
PERMISSION OF ALL PEOPLE WITHIN YOUR PHOTOS TO SHARE ON SOCIAL 
MEDIA OUTLETS BEFORE SUBMITTING. WE WANT TO SHARE THESE MEMORIES 
BUT ALSO RESPECT THE PRIVACY OF OTHERS. 

PRAYER SHAWL GROUP  
If you knit or crochet, or would like to 
learn, you are invited to join the RELC 
Prayer Shawl Group!  We create 
shawls that are available for anyone 

in our congregation to be distributed to friends 
or family going through a personal crisis, whether it 
is illness, loss or other concern.  We also have 
some cancer hats and “prayer squares” available!  
Blankets for our newly baptized little ones are also 
made by our members!  If you have any questions 
or would like to be involved in making some of 
these items, contact Karen Hitz at 402-212-2589. 

*If you know of someone who is in need of a 
prayer shawl, prayer square or cancer hat at this 
time, please call the office at 402-332-3383. 

SAVE YOUR LABELS!  
The Local and World Service team 
is collecting Best Choice labels.  The 
money raised will be donated to Gretna 

Neighbors and Project Hope.  Just purchase Best 
Choice products (locally at McKinney’s and Super 
Saver), cut out the UPC code with Best Choice 
written above it, and place in the box by the 
food donation corner with the yellow shelving. 

We are collecting box tops for education.  
Please trim the edges and drop them 
in the box in food donation corner. 

ALUMINUM CAN COLLECTION!  
Bring your empty cans for Least of My 
Brethen to the container outside of 
the west door of the church-in the 

alley. We please ask that you do not crush 
them.  The can needs to be visible for refund 
purposes.  

SAVE YOUR POP TABS! 
The Ronald McDonald house is still 
collecting pop tabs.  Please drop off 
your tabs by the food donation 
corner with the yellow shelving.  

Your tabs will help cover costs that support families 
with a seriously ill or injured child.

 
WITH SYMPATHY 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to 
the family and friends of Marge Warren. 
 A funeral service for Marge was 

held at RELC on August 8th.  Marge lived to the 
wonderful age of 100.  Please keep her family in 
your prayers. 

 
CELEBRATION OF BAPTISM 

Congratulations to Darren and Brooke 
Elliott on the baptism of their son, Duke 
Richard Elliott.  Duke was baptized at our 

Sunday morning worship service on August 7th.  
The sponsors for Duke are Andrew and Kelan 
Murren.  We welcome Duke Richard into our 
church family as a baptized Child of God. 
 

 Donate  
      or  
Pay Here 

 

http://www/


16 

 
 

A NOTE OF THANKS 
Dear Resurrection 

The Local and World Service Team 
would like to thank your congregation 

for helping those that have served our Country.  
We are so grateful for your support of food items 
last month for the Omaha VA.  You are truly a 
blessing to those in need. 

-The Local & World Service Team 
------------------------------------------------------- 
We’d like to extend a HUGE thank you to Kristin 
Ralston for taking the time to create a slideshow 
and presentation about her travels to the Holy 
Land of Israel.  It was very informative to hear. 
There was a good turnout, and everyone enjoyed 
your yummy cookies and the lemonade.  Feel free 
to come back in the future and share other stories 
of your travels again soon. 

 
------------------------------------------------------- 
Bernice Schnack and her family would like to send 
a sincere thank you to everyone who helped serve 

in anyway and who brought food for the memorial 
service for Jane Thomas Schnack.  Our family had 
a good time with those who shared their memories 
of Jane during the luncheon. It really meant a lot 
to all of us. 
-------------------------------------------------------
Dear members of Resurrection 
Thank you for the $212.50 donation to Gretna 
Neighbors for Q2 2022 Benevolence Rental 
Sponsorship.  

We appreciate your continued support to provide 
food assistance to those in need from our Gretna 
location. Thank you. 

-Sincerely, Gretna Neighbors 
------------------------------------------------------- 
Thank you to the Outreach Team for serving 
breakfast, the Resurrection Run Committee for 
organizing this event, and everyone involved in the 
Resurrection Run and community breakfast during 
the Gretna Days weekend. Especially thanks to 
Doug Ayer and Eric Pinkall for their work and all the 
volunteers at registration/route guides/water/start 
& stop stations. The community breakfast brought 
many visitors to our church.  It was so good to see.   
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----------------------------------------------------- 
Dear Resurrection Lutheran Church 

Midlands Community Foundation gratefully 
acknowledges your generous gift of $541.81 to 
the Least of My Brethren Fund, a Designated Fund 
of the Midlands Community Foundation (MCF).  
MCF is a nonprofit corporation that is a legal entity 
“umbrella” for its charitable funds. 

Midlands Community Foundation is exempt from 
federal income tax under Section 501(c)(3) and is 
a public charity. FEIN: 51-0191738.  You are 
encouraged to consult your own tax professionals 
for advice to determine if this qualifies as a 
charitable contribution.  No goods or services 
were provided to the donor for this gift. 

-Thank you-Tonee M. Gay, Executive Director 

Dear Resurrection members 

It is with great appreciation that I write to thank 
you for your support with your donation of food 
filling three bags delivered to Project Hope, Inc. 
on July 8th and four bags of groceries plus 
clothing items delivered on July 29th.  Your 
donations help us provide much needed help to 
those who come to us for assistance and hope. 

Project Hope is proud that we are able to offer our 
clients food, clothing, and personal care items at no 
cost and that is because of the donations such as 
yours from local churches and organizations. 

Your generosity allows us to serve the hungry and 
those in need during difficult times.  Thank you so 
much for choosing to support Project Hope and 
our mission. 

-Blessings to you, Veda Keebler, Exec. Director 
--------------------------------------------------------- 
Dear friends at Resurrection Lutheran Church 

Thank you so very much for Resurrection Lutheran 
Church’s contribution of $541.81 to provide 
working poor families with a week’s supply of 
groceries.  We greatly appreciate your generosity 
toward assisting those in need in our community.  
Your support provides fresh produce, meat, milk, 
and hygiene items.  Additionally, your contribution 
allows families in need to have access to clothing, 
household items, and to meet with a Client Service 
Specialist to receive navigational program.  You are 
truly a blessing to our community. 

Thank you again for your dedication to helping 
families in need in our community. 

-Sincerely, Pastor Chelsea Salifou, CEO 
Heartland Hope Mission 
---------------------------------------------------- 
Dear Congregation Members 

On behalf of NWIHCS – Omaha Division (636) 
patients and staff, we would like to extend our 
appreciation to you for organizing a donation drive 
for the Veterans. 

It is through the efforts of community partners like 
you that allow us to continue the quality care and  
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services that we seek to provide for our deserving 
Veterans. We look forward to the opportunity to 
work with you again for future events. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

-Sincerely, Jennifer Servant, Vol. Serv. Specialist

FROM THE OFFICE 
 
 

 
*Check out the Communication Schedule located 
on the south bulletin board to see when 
information is due to the office. 
OCTOBER MESSENGER ARTICLES ARE DUE: 
• Thursday, September 15th by 12:00 p.m. 

BULLETIN ANNOUCEMENTS ARE DUE: 
• Wednesday morning by 10:00 a.m. 

---------------------------------------------------- 
OUR COMMUNICATION APP! 

 
 

This app allows us to communicate about 
emergency cancellations. Enter this link into 
your browser https://band.us/n/a3ae23c8A9i3b 
or scan the QR code to join and be the first to 
know about any schedule changes due to 
severe weather or other emergencies! 

 

September  BIBLE MEMORY VERSE  

                Galatians 6:9 
 9So let us not grow weary in doing 
   what is right, for we will reap at 
 harvest time, if we do not give up. 

----------------------------------------------------- 
Chair Help Need on Sundays! 

Exercise classes will take place 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday. 
Each Sunday after the late service 
we will need to set up for the week’s 

classes.  We are asking you for your help after 
the 10:00 a.m. (10:45 a.m.-beginning on 9/11) 
worship service.  We appreciate all your help.  

Portable Carpet Cleaner Needed! 
We are looking for a small portable 
carpet shampooer if anyone has one 
that they’d like to donate to the church 

for small carpet clean-up jobs.  Please let Jeanne 
know in the office to see if it is what is needed 
beforehand.  Thank you for your consideration. 
----------------------------------------------------- 
When is Labor Day? 

Labor Day is a 
legal holiday 
celebrated on the 
first Monday in 
September in the 
United States, 
American Samoa, 

Guam, Puerto Rico, the Canal Zone, and the 
Virgin Islands. Canada also celebrates Labour 
Day on the same day. 

In European countries, China and other parts of 
the world, May Day, the first day in May, is a 
holiday to celebrate workers and labor unions. 
Before it became an international worker’s 
holiday, May Day was a celebration of spring 
and the promise of summer. 

What Labor Day Means 
For most people, Labor Day means two things: a 
day off and a chance to say goodbye to the 
summer. But why is it called Labor Day? Labor 
Day is a day set aside to pay tribute to working 
men and women. It has been celebrated as a 
national holiday in the United States and Canada 
since 1894. 

"Labor Day differs in every essential way from 
the other holidays of the year in any country," 
said Samuel Gompers, founder and longtime 
president of the American Federation of Labor. 
"All other holidays are in a more or less degree 
connected with conflicts and battles of man's 
prowess over man, of strife and discord for 
greed and power, of glories achieved by one 
nation over another. Labor Day...is devoted to 
no man, living or dead, to no sect, race, or 
nation." 

Sources: US Department of Labor, PBS, US Census 

https://band.us/n/a3ae23c8A9i3b
https://www.officeholidays.com/holidays/canada/canada-labour-day
https://www.officeholidays.com/holidays/canada/canada-labour-day
https://www.officeholidays.com/holidays/labour-day
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

    September 1 
 
 
 

September 2 
9:00am Exercise 
 
 

September 3 
 
 

September 4 
10:00am One Worship 
Service Today-Sanc. 
-------- 
Online Services  
www.relchurch.net 

September 5 

  

September 6 
7:00pm Theo 
on Tap Begins 

September 7 
10:00am Bulletin 
Items Due  
5:00pm Parent 
Confirmation Meet 
6:30pm Underground 
6:30pm L&WS 
7:00pm Praise Band 

September 8 
 
  

September 9 
9:00am Exercise 
 
  

September 10 
  

September 11 
RALLY SUNDAY 
8:30am Traditional 
Worship-S 
9:30am RELC Café  
9:30am Resurrection Kids 
10:45am Contemporary 
Comm. Worship Serv.-FH 
-------- 
Online Services  
www.relchurch.net  

September 12 
6:30pm Property  

September 13 
1:00pm 
Quilters 
7:00pm 
Outreach  
Meet.  

September 14 
10:00am Bulletin 
Items Due  
6:00pm Confirmation  
Kick-Off Event 
6:00pm Health 
Ministry-Zoom 
6:15pm Chancel Choir 
6:30pm Underground 
6:50pm Bell Choir 
7:00pm OWLs @ 
RELC on Patio 
7:30pm Praise Band 
8:00pm W&M 

September 15 
Messenger 
Items Due  

September 16 
9:00am Exercise 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

September 17  

September 18 
8:30am Traditional  
Communion Worship-S 
9:30am RELC Café  
9:30am Resurrection Kids 
9:45am Confirmation-
Sunday Session 
10:45am Contemporary 
Worship-FH 
12:00pm Mentor/Mentee 
Kick-Off Luncheon 
-------- 
Online Services   
www.relchurch.net 

September 19 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

September 20 
9:00am 
Women’s Bible 
Study 
7:00pm Council 
Meeting  
 
 
 
 
 

September 21 
10:00am Bulletin 
Items Due  
6:00pm Confirmation- 
Wednesday Session 
6:15pm Chancel Choir 
6:30pm Underground 
6:50pm Bell Choir  
7:30pm Praise Band 
 
 
 
 

September 22 
6:00pm OWLs 
Dinner @ 
Panda House 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

September 23 
No Exercise  
7-9pm F3 @ The 
Grove’s House 
16513 
Timberlane Dr. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

September 24 
 

September 25 
8:30am Traditional 
Worship-S 
9:30am RELC Café  
9:30am Resurrection Kids 
9:45am Confirmation-
Sunday Session 
9:45am New Member 
Orientation 
10:45am Contemporary 
Comm. Worship Serv.-FH 
11:00am Acolyte Training 
-------- 
Online Services   
www.relchurch.net 

September 26 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

September 27 
1:00pm 
Quilters 
7:00pm Care 
Team Meet 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

September 28 
10:00am Bulletin 
Items Due  
6:00pm Confirmation- 
Wednesday Session 
6:15pm Chancel Choir 
6:30pm Underground 
6:50pm Bell Choir  
7:30pm Praise Band 
 
 
 
 
 
 

September 29 
 

September 30 
9:00am Exercise 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SEPTEMBER 2022 
CALENDAR 

 
 

  

http://www.relchurch.net/
http://www.relchurch.net/
http://www.relchurch.net/
http://www.relchurch.net/
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Contact Information 
Pastor James Sells 
    In the office: T-F, 9am-3pm 
  Tuesday-Thursday by appointment 
    402-759-6347 
  PastorJames@relchurch.net  
Ms. Hannah Grove 
         In the office: Fri, 8am-4pm & Sat, 11am-7pm 
       Tuesday, Wednesday, Sunday by appointment 
  402-983-2456 
  Hannah.Grove@relchurch.net  
Office Hours 
  9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., Tuesday-Friday 
Church Phone Number 
  402-332-3383 
Email Address for Church 
  theoffice@relchurch.net 
Church Website 
  www.relchurch.net 
 

A PRAYER FOR SEPTEMBER, 

A Prayer for the Unemployed  
God of justice, we remember before you 
those who suffer want and anxiety from lack 
of work.  Guide the people of this land so to 
use our wealth and resources that all people 
may find suitable and fulfilling employment 
and receive just payment for their labor; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

 
 
 

 

Source:  Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Copyright 
2006 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 
Bread for the Day 2020:  Daily Bible Readings and 
Prayers Copyright 2019 Augsburg Fortress 

 

Return Service Requested 

RESURRECTION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
153 S McKenna Ave. 
Gretna, Nebraska 68028 

 

mailto:PastorJames@relchurch.net
mailto:Hannah.Grove@relchurch.net
mailto:theoffice@relchurch.net
http://www.relchurch.net/

	 Tai Chi classes – Begins on Monday, September 12-November 30.
	Please note that on Monday, September 19, class will meet on the basketball court area at Peterson Park at 9:00 a.m. To recognize Falls Prevention Awareness Week, our class participants will provide a tai chi demo for members of the community and prov...
	Going forward, prayer requests will be sent out from CareTeam@relchurch.net. You may need to update settings in your e-mail to allow e-mails from CareTeam@relchurch.net, so the e-mails aren’t blocked or sent to a junk/spam e-mail
	folder. Please e-mail the Care Team if you
	would like to receive e-mails regarding prayer requests, change your e-mail address, or to be removed from this contact list. This contact list will not be shared with others and will only send out information from the Care Team.
	Collect Family Fare Receipts Direct Your Dollars is a receipt-based program sponsored by the Family Fare stores.  You can help us raise money simply by doing something you do each week & going to the grocery store.  Send receipts to Project Hope.
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