
1 

 MESSENGER 

  
 

From the Pastor’s Desk  
“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit” 
Matthew 28:19 

The Great Commission is what we have come to call 
the above scripture. This is Jesus directing his disciples to be an apostolic 
church, that is, a church that is sent out into the world with the mission to 
share the Word of Christ. This is not a mission to increase budgets or clout 
in the community but an imperative to share what we have already 
received, the love, forgiveness, and salvation of God through Jesus Christ.  

We sometimes forget this, I think. Church and worship often become just 
another activity in the busy life we live instead of the touchstone that helps 
us navigate our busy lives. You can identify that this has happened in your 
own life if you find yourself comparing your practice of faith with and 
against other activities like work and hobbies. Your faith is not just another 
activity. Your faith is not a hobby. We have one God, remember? 

As we gear up for the 2022-2023 program year, we will focus on reorienting 
ourselves on the core understanding of Christian discipleship, that Jesus is 
the center of our lives. That from him all blessings and goodness flow, and 
that we who know this good news are charged with sharing it with the world.  

To help us re-center ourselves on our primary mission as disciples of Christ 
we will view our activities this year through the theme of “Invitation” so 
that we may be that apostolic church that Jesus calls us to be. This re-
centering will include a yearlong sermon series on Invitation, directed 
evangelism appeals, a video series “shorts”, and small group book studies. 

If you feel that evangelism is hard to do, then get plugged in because you 
will receive the tools you need to Share God’s Word. Show God’s Love. 
Love God.  
Amen. Alleluia. 

Have a blessed August and welcome to the program theme of “Invitation”. 

 
Pr. James W. Sells 
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RESURRECTION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  
Pastor’s Report:  July 2022          

Review of reporting cycle, June 21-July 19: 
This last month started with a bout of COVID 
for me that lasted throughout the 10-day 
quarantine. And lingering fatigue which continues 
to create trouble. Outside of the loss of time in 
ministry during my illness we had, as council 
put it, a perfect storm of illness in the office the 
week of the 19th which caused services on the 
26th to be cancelled. To ensure that we are never 
put into this position again worship and music 
developed a canned service strategy incase 
critical staff is unavailable for a prolonged time. 
This strategy included; 1. Recorded topical 
sermon from me and 2. An expanded leader 
resource for a lay leader to carry service under 
short notice. Hopefully we will not be in this 
situation again, but we will be ready if it happens.  

July 3rd was a single service Sunday due to the 
holiday and was attended as well or better than 
pre-COVID instances for services surrounding 
the 4th.  

The rest of the month was given over to planning 
for the program year. Hannah and I have gone 
through the planning and communication 
schedules for the faith stepping stone ministries 
as well as individual parent and student 
orientations for the 6th through 9th graders 
which are set to begin in August. Worship and 
Music had a workshop on July 17th to forecast 
the next 6 months. I have also updated the 
sign-up genius for council duties through 
October.  

The reporting cycle ended with VBS, which was 
a shared ministry with the Methodist church 
this Summer. The experience was positive with 
lots of participation from both congregations 
and I look forward to hosting the program next 
year at RELC. This cooperation also opens the 
door for new ministries. 

Discussion: 
1. What are council’s thoughts about serving 

communion through intinction again? 
2. Will the next quarterly forum be on the 

October 23rd or 30th? The 30th is confirmation. 

3. Ecumenical Partnership: Pr. Brian and I will be 
meeting next month to talk about continued 
collaboration. On my agenda is, 

  a. Resumption of Thanksgiving Services 
  b. Fellowship opportunities for youth and 

        adults 
3. Polo Shirt order for Acolytes and Congregation.  
4. Notice: Christmas and New Year’s fall on 

Sundays. Worship and Music proposes both 
of these Sundays be services of Carols and 
Lessons at 10:45am.  

Theme for 2022-2023 
Issue to Address: Traditional forms of Lutheran 
Evangelism are no longer viable (that being 
procreation and marriage). I propose a theme 
this year that will help equip the congregation 
to be more confident about sharing the faith 
with the unchurched and lapsed Christian and 
specific opportunities to extend invitations to 
worship and community that have a higher rate 
of success. 

Of all the different kinds of Marketing tools, 
one on one invitation is the most effective – 80%. 

Theme: Invitation 
Theme Verse: Matthew 28:19 
“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the  
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” 

Roadmap: 
1. Sermon Series on the first Sunday of the Month. 
    Sept 4th: The Great Commission [Special  
                  Invitation for Rally Sunday] 
     Oct 2nd: Tricks of the Trade: Loving your  
                  neighbors [Invite a Friend] 
    Nov 6th: Thankful Response [Special 
                  Invitation for Thanksgiving Service] 
     Dec 4th:  Joy in Sharing [Special Invitation to 
                  Christmas Eve Services] 
     Jan 8th:  Stumbling Block: On the Inside 
                  [Invite a Lapsed Member] 
     Feb 5th:  Stumbling Block: On the Outside 
                  [Invite a Family Member] 
March 5th:  Fear of Rejection [Special Invitation  
                  to Easter Services] 
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  April 2nd:  Being the Apostolic Church [Invite a  
                  Neighbor] 

2. Short “How To” videos (humorous and  
    serious). 

3. Sharing special worship invitations (business 
card format) with information for important 
services. i.e. Rally Sunday, Christmas, and 
Easter. 

4. Invitation to worship for specific groups. i.e. 
Friend, Lapsed Member, Family Member, 
Neighbor 

5. Invitation to activities: Fall and Spring Book 
study small groups. (How many small groups 
can we form?), F3, Theology on Tap, etc.  

6. Ministry Teams 
 

Youth & Congregational  
Life Director 

Introducing Resurrection Kids 
Following the survey we 
completed in the spring, we 
have decided to make a few 
changes to our Elementary-aged 

programming. So, I’d like to introduce you to 
Resurrection Kids! Resurrection Kids will be 
weekly on Sunday mornings during the 
education hour (9:40-10:40 a.m.).  

We are also changing to a new curriculum, 
Spark Rotation! Using their “All Kids” model, we 
will have four units this year that will focus on a 
foundational Bible story. Each week, our 
elementary children will get to choose between 
two rotations which will provide a space for the 
kids to be creative and connect a wide range of 
interests to their faith lives. Each unit will run 
for four weeks, giving the kids an opportunity 
to attend all eight rotations! 

Because of this change, volunteering for 
Resurrection Kids is going to look a little 
different than last year. We are looking for 
volunteers who can lead a rotation for two 
weeks at a time. You are welcome to sign up 
for more if you want! Additionally, we will need 

two “Shepherds” to help guide the children in 
their rotation and provide extra support when 
needed. We ask that our Shepherds sign up for 
two weeks of the same rotation, if possible, in 
order to help things run smoothly, but if you 
can only help out for a week here and there, 
that’s okay too!  Please see the following link 
for supplies we need for Resurrection Kids this 
year: https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1
DETVR0EIFSJY?ref_=wl_share 

Following our security meeting with the Sarpy 
County Sheriff’s Office, drop off and pick up 
from Resurrection Kids will look different as 
well. We plan to have one volunteer each week 
run a Check-In table. This will help us take 
attendance and provide an opportunity for the 
kids to select their rotation! At this time, each 
child will receive a nametag and their parent 
will receive a duplicate nametag so that they 
can be paired up at pick up. The Check-In table 
will be another spot where we need volunteers 
and will only run for about 15 minutes at the 
beginning of Resurrection Kids! 

Hannah Grove 
 

 
Stewardship.  Webster defines stewardship as 
“the job of supervising or taking care of something, 
such as an organization or property”.  I simply 
define stewardship as “giving back”.  In this 
case giving back to RELC via Time, Talents & 
Treasures. How we do this can vary greatly 
across the spectrum of our congregation 
because everyone and every situation is different.    
By now you should have seen information from 
the Stewardship Committee regarding Legacy 
Gift Planning.  At no cost to anyone, Sarah 
Callahan, Executive Director of Lutheran Giving, 
is available to meet with members and families 
of our congregation for individual planning 
support.  She will also be holding a group 

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1DETVR0EIFSJY?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1DETVR0EIFSJY?ref_=wl_share
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workshop at RELC on October 2nd to help 
educate everyone on what Legacy Giving is and 
how it works.  I encourage you to join this 
workshop and see how Legacy Giving may 
work in your situation. 

We are also coming up on our annual Stewardship 
Sunday in November.  We will ask each member 
of the congregation to indicate/forecast what 
they plan to give RELC for 2023.  This exercise is 
extremely important to the church so we can 
create a yearly budget and strategize what we 
can and what can’t do when it comes to operations 
and programs.  I highly encourage you to fill 
these cards out and thanks in advance for the 
assistance. 

I hope you are finding the Quarterly Council 
Update sessions helpful and informational.  If 
there are things you are wanting updates on, 
please don’t hesitate to contact me or any 
council member via in person, email, text or call.   

See you in church.  

-Sincerely, Bill Schwarten, Council President
 

         CHURCHWIDE NEWS 

EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH in AMERICA  
How Your offering becomes mission support 

As Lutherans, we believe that 
Christ has freed us from sin and 
death, and even from ourselves, so 
that we can love and serve our 

neighbors.  One way we turn our faith into 
action is by making a financial gift – an offering 
– to our congregation. 

Each year, ELCA congregations pledge to send 
a portion of their offerings to fund ELCA 
ministries in their synods and beyond.  We call 
these funds Mission Support. 

Mission Support enables the ELCA’s more than 
8,900 congregations and 65 synods to pool 
resources to love an dserve our neighbors in ways 
that no individual or congregation can do alone.  
Mission Support is one way we are church 

together – it’s essential to who we are as the 
ELCA.  Through Mission Support, we expand 
our participation in God’s life-changing work in 
our communities and around the world. 

SPIRITUAL EDUCATION 
RESURRECTION KIDS  

VBS 2023 
Join us in 2023 for VBS!  Our 
theme is Stellar: Shine Jesus’ 
Light. We’ll blast off to outer 
space on Sunday, July 9th, 

2023 so save the date!  See you all then.   
Monumental VBS this year was extraordinary! 
In combination with GUMC, we were able to 
provide VBS for over 85 kids with the help of 
over 60 volunteers! We spent the week 
discovering God's greatness where we learned 
that God loves us no matter what, God is with 
you wherever you god, God is in charge, God is 
strong, and God is surprising. Thank you so much 
to all the volunteers who made VBS possible!  
------------------------------------------------
ENJOY THESE FUN PICTURES FROM VBS 2022! 
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---------------------------------------------------- 
Back to School “Backpack Blessing” 

Join us on August 7th at our worship 
services for a special “blessing” of 
your backpack, school bag, or 
briefcase before you head back to 

school.  Bring them with you to worship service 
and we will give you a special “blessing” tag to 
add to it. 

Bible Presentations 
3-year-olds and 3rd graders are 
presented with an age-appropriate 
Bible each year. This year, families 
will receive their Bibles during worship 

on August 7th at either the 8:30 a.m. or 10:00 
a.m. service. Please RSVP with Hannah so we 
can assure that each child gets a Bible! 
---------------------------------------------------- 
ACOLYTING  
4th-8th Grade Students 

All students, grades 4th-8th are 
invited to sign up for acolyting at 
our summer Sunday worship services. 

To sign up for our acolyte services, please go to 
our sign up at on our website under sign-ups at 
https://relchurch.net/sign-ups/. 
---------------------------------------------------------
Acolyte Training 
August 28th, 11:00 a.m.- 4th graders have the 
opportunity to serve in worship as acolytes! 
Acolyte training will be on August 28th at 11:00 
a.m. following worship. While this training is 
required for 4th graders, 5th through 8th graders 
are welcome to attend in order to get a refresher 
on the ins and outs of acolyting! 
--------------------------------------------------------- 
5th Grade-First Communion 

5th graders receive First Communion. 
First Communion will be in the spring 
but save the following dates in your 
calendar!  

First Communion Classes-2023 
March 16, 23, and 30 at 7:00 p.m.  

First Communion-2023 
April 9th (Easter) at 10:45 a.m. 
---------------------------------------------------- 

 
 
 

CONFIRMATION: 6th-9th Grade 
Confirmation Orientation will be individually 
scheduled parent meetings this year for all 
grades. Please see the following link for 
available times: RELC Family: Confirmation 
Orientation Meetings (signupgenius.com) 

https://relchurch.net/sign-ups/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0a44acad29a5f58-confirmation3
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0a44acad29a5f58-confirmation3
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6th Grade Mentor/Mentee Program-2022/23 
6th graders participate in a mentor year for 
confirmation. Throughout the year, 6th graders 
and their mentors will read through the whole 
Gospel According to Matthew. More information 
and the syllabus will be given at the orientation 
meetings. 
----------------------------------------------------
7th & 8th Grade Bible Year Confirmation 2022/23 

New this year, 7th and 8th graders will 
be in a combined class with two 
options for meeting times. One group 
will continue to meet Wednesday 
nights at 6:00 p.m. and now Sunday 

mornings during education hour (9:45-10:45 
a.m.) will be a second session of the same class. 
We hope that this change will allow flexibility for 
our families in an increasingly busy time.  
---------------------------------------------------- 
9th Grade Confirmation Year 2022/2023 

9th graders will be confirmed in 
October on Reformation Sunday 
(Oct. 30th at 10:45 a.m.). 9th graders 
are required to attend high school 

youth group (Underground) from our start date 
in August until their confirmation in October. 
Additionally, 9th graders are required to attend 
an overnight retreat at Carol Joy Holling on 
October 14th. During this retreat, our confirmands 
will write their statements of faith. Details to 
follow at your upcoming Confirmation 
orientation meetings. 

 

UNDERGROUND-SUMMER SCHEDULE 

Overnight Lock-In for Incoming Freshman-12th Gr. 
Join us Friday, August 5th from 7:00 p.m. to 
7:00 a.m. for an overnight Lock-In to bring in 
the new year! Incoming freshmen are invited to 
participate as their introduction to Underground! 
--------------------------------------------------------
Regular Underground will resume August 17th 
at 6:30 p.m. This year we have extended 

Underground by half an hour (6:30-8:00 p.m.). 
We are hoping this adjustment will allow us to 
get through more programing while maintaining 
our introductions and check-ins at the beginning 
of each meeting. We look forward to seeing 
you then!

 
COLLEGE AGED MINISTRY & 
PROGRAMMING (CAMP) 
CAMP stands for College Aged Ministry Programs! 
This program is for anyone who has graduated 
from high school. All are welcome to attend 
(even if you decided that college wasn’t your 
post-high school plans! We want to connect 
with all of you)! 

NEW! S.O.C.K.s Program  
SOCKs (Support Our College Kids) is our 
college-aged ministry program. Like 
many things, this program will look a 

little different than in years past. Instead of 
pairing up our college kids with a family in the 
congregation, families will have the opportunity 
to sponsor a college kid by making a $20 
donation (designated SOCKs, envelopes available 
for offering). College-aged kids who would like 
to participate in this program just need to fill 
out the following form!  
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe
c_VsRpnTv7xagHHMDb51p_cF0DVFLxUCosQ4L
PHwTPxWWkw/viewform?usp=sf_link 

 

LOCAL & WORLD SERVICE 
TOGETHER A GREATER GOOD 

To date, our church TAGGers 
have raised more than $2000 for 
church projects sponsored by the 
Local & World Service Team.  

Download the app to your smartphone and 
choose RELC as the supported organization. 
You can also drop your receipts at the office. 
When you purchase from a TAGG business, it will 
donate up to 5% of your total purchase to RELC. 
The Local & World Service Team invites 
you to do the TAGG of the MONTH! 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSec_VsRpnTv7xagHHMDb51p_cF0DVFLxUCosQ4LPHwTPxWWkw/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSec_VsRpnTv7xagHHMDb51p_cF0DVFLxUCosQ4LPHwTPxWWkw/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSec_VsRpnTv7xagHHMDb51p_cF0DVFLxUCosQ4LPHwTPxWWkw/viewform?usp=sf_link
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      August is RUNZA month 
    11240 S. 216th Plz. in Gretna 
They will donate 5% of your receipt.  

 
HEALTH MINISTRY TEAM 
Greetings from your Health Ministry Team! 

Monkeypox, a virus first 
discovered in monkeys used 
in research in Africa in 1958, 
has appeared in the last 

several months in countries around the world, 
including the United States.  As of July 9, cases 
have been reported in 39 US states.  Monkeypox 
symptoms are similar to smallpox, but milder, 
and the illness is rarely fatal.  Monkeypox is not 
related to chickenpox. Symptoms of 
monkeypox can include: 

• Fever and chills 
• Headache 
• Muscle and back ache 
• Swollen lymph nodes 
• Fatigue 
• Rash that can look like pimples or blisters 

that appear on the face, inside the mouth, 
and other parts of the body. 

Some individuals may get a rash first, followed 
by other symptoms; others may only experience 
a rash.  The illness generally lasts 2-4 weeks. 

Monkeypox can spread from the time symptoms 
start until the rash has fully healed and a fresh 
layer of skin has formed.  The virus can spread 
through: 

• Direct contact with the rash, scabs, or body 
fluid 

• Touching clothes or linens that previously 
touched the infectious rash 

• Respiratory secretions during prolonged 
contact, such as kissing 

• Pregnant individuals can spread the virus 
to their fetus through the placenta 

• Contact with small mammals such as 
squirrels and hedgehogs.  It is unknown if 
the virus can be carried and transmitted by 
cats, dog, and common livestock. 

The following can help prevent the spread of 
the monkeypox virus: 

• Wash hands frequently with soap and 
warm water.  If soap and water aren’t 
available, use hand sanitizer 

• Avoid contact with individuals exposed to 
the virus 

If exposed to the virus, one should isolate at home, 
away from other individuals and pets in the 
family.  The CDC is not currently recommending 
widespread vaccination for monkeypox. 

Here’s to your health! 

Source:  https://www.cdc.gov/poxvirus/monkey 
pox/index.html retrieved 7/9/22. 
---------------------------------------------------
Exercise Classes 

The Health Ministry Team is 
excited to resume activities at 
Resurrection that promote 

whole-person health.  These activities include: 
• Low Impact Exercise Class – (Masks are 

strongly encouraged)  
o Fridays at 9:00 a.m.-No class on 8/5 or 9/23 

• Blood Pressure Checks – (Masks are 
required) 
o Scheduled to resume after Labor Day. 

• Tai Chi classes – Tentatively scheduled to 
resume on Monday, September 12, 2022. 

------------------------------------------------------- 
HMT Recap:  The Road to Emmaus 

Thank you to all who participated 
in the Health Ministry Team’s The 
Road to Emmaus devotional/ 

physical activity program that began May 1.  
Fifty-one individuals signed up, with 28 people 
submitting weekly reports of activity. To recap, 
over the 8 weeks, we tallied 57,556 minutes 
together!  That’s an average of 2,056 minutes 
per person.  If we convert to walking miles, 
using the average 20 minutes per mile, that’s 
an average of almost 103 miles each.  We’ve 
made many round trips on the Road to Emmaus!   

https://www.cdc.gov/poxvirus/monkeypox/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/poxvirus/monkeypox/index.html
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Those who completed and signed an evaluation 
at the end of our journey were eligible for a 
drawing of 2 adult day passes to the Henry 
Doorly Zoo in Omaha.  Del Armstrong’s name 
was drawn from those eligible.  Congratulations 
Del!  -  and thanks to Coca-Cola and Ryan 
Bergsten for the tickets.   

Again, we appreciate everyone’s participation, 
and we hope that some of the suggestions for 
enhancing our total wellness have turned into 
habits that we continue in the future.   

Here’s to your health! 

CARE TEAM 
The Prayer Team will now be 
the Care Team with an official 
RELChurch e-mail address. 
Prayer is a vital part of our 

faith. The Care Team mission will continue to be to 
pray for those in need and to share requested 
prayers with those on the contact list via e-mail, 
phone call, and in the weekly bulletins. The Care 
Team is broadening its mission to also include 
connecting those in need with additional services 
available through Resurrection. For example, 
the Health Ministry team may be able to assist 
with providing needs like walkers or wheelchairs 
for in home use or assistance in answering medical 
related questions. Some may be in need of Care 
Meals or request a visit from Pastor James and 
communion. The Care Team is here to support 
our faith family both spiritually and physically. If 
you or someone you know is in need, you may 
reach out to the Care Team or the church office 
for additional assistance. Let Tammy Williams 
know if you are interested in joining the team. 
The Care Team meets the 4th Tuesday of each 
month at 7:00 p.m. All are welcome. 

Going forward, prayer requests will be sent out 
from CareTeam@relchurch.net. You may need 
to update settings in your e-mail to allow e-mails 
from CareTeam@relchurch.net, so the e-mails 
aren’t blocked or sent to a junk/spam e-mail 
folder. Please e-mail the Care Team if you 

would like to receive e-mails regarding prayer 
requests, change your e-mail address, or to be 
removed from this contact list. This contact list 
will not be shared with others and will only 
send out information from the Care Team.

 
BENEVOLENCE & MISSION TEAM 

Resurrection Evangelical 
Lutheran Church (RELC) 
distributes 8% of our 
quarterly offering to the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church of America (ELCA) 
Synod to help organizations in need on a national 
& worldwide basis. The purpose of the Mission & 
Benevolence Team is also to provide financial 
assistance to worthy organizations by distributing 
2% of RELC’s quarter offering with an emphasis 
on local needs. In making our decisions, we strive 
to support RELC’s strategic long-term plans and 
goals. 

Congregation,  
If you know of an organization that has a need 
(i.e. funding) within our community where our 
team might be of assistance, please leave a 
note in our box in the church office.  We will 
prayerfully consider these requests quarterly 
along with the other requests we regularly receive. 
-Thank you, Benevolence & Mission Team 
----------------------------------------------------------- 
2nd Quarter 8% ELCA Mission Share - $5,184.54 

2nd Quarter 2% Distribution - $1,296.13 

I. We have committed to give $850 per year 
for the next 3 years to Gretna Neighbors 
(2022-2024) to be used towards their 
rental obligation.  Our $212.50 quarterly 
commitment will come off the top leaving 
a balance of $1,083.63 to distribute 
elsewhere. 

II.  $541.82 to NE Synod Disaster Fund 
                    Arapahoe Fires  

III.  $541.81 to Lutheran Family Services 
                     Refugee Services 

Next Meeting Date:  3rd Quarter-October 9, 2022 
 

mailto:CareTeam@relchurch.net
mailto:CareTeam@relchurch.net
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STEWARDSHIP TEAM 
We would like to welcome new 
members that recently joined the 
stewardship team.  Andy Stednitz 
and Becky Schnack will be great 

resources as we focus on expanding our 
stewardship programming going into the fall.  
We are always looking for others interested in 
helping us grow in our stewardship journey – 
you can contact Kevin Karas at 952-454-8085 if 
you would like to learn more. 

To help us grow our stewardship ministry as a 
congregation, we will be scheduling a group 
workshop led by Sarah Callahan, Executive 
Director of Lutheran Giving, in October for 
RELC members to attend and learn more about 
the gift planning process.   

We also hope that all of you consider participating 
in any of the RELC ministry teams and related 
activities this year – they could all use your time 
and talents!  If you are interested in learning 
more about joining any of the ministry teams, 
please browse our RELC website or call the 
church office.   Thank you to everyone for your 
continued service and support to fulfill our 
mission and support all of our RELC ministries.   

You will be enriched in every way for your 
generosity — 2 Corinthians 9:11 

-The Stewardship Team    
 

ENDOWMENT BOARD 
SUMMER CAMP SCHOLARSHIPS 

Do you have any children 
attending a Christian youth 
camp this summer? If so, the 
RELC Endowment Board is 

accepting applications for summer camp tuition 
scholarships.  Applications will be considered for 
children of members of RELC.  Approved 
applications will be eligible for a scholarship for 
reimbursement of a portion of the camp tuition.     

You can find the application at the RELC website 
at https://relchurch.net/endowment-fund/.  The 
application can be downloaded to be manually 
completed and submitted to the church office 
or it can also be completed and submitted 
online.  The application submission deadline is 
August 15th and applications will be reviewed at 
the August 28th Endowment Board meeting.  If 
you have any questions, please contact Kevin 
Karas at 952-454-8085. -The Endowment Board 

 
OUTREACH TEAM 
THE RESURRECTION CAFÉ  

We will be on a summer break. Please 
join us again after Labor Day. Enjoy your 
summer.   

We are always looking for individuals/families 
willing to ensure that the coffee and donuts are 
ready and available. All you have to do is make 
coffee, prepare/serve donuts, clean up and 
make people feel welcome. There are step by 
step instructions provided to assist you too! If 
you think you have what it takes to help out, 
stop by the café on Sunday or contact Brenda 
Fleck at 402-399-0661. 
---------------------------------------------------- 
GREETERS NEEDED! 
Our greeter program is always looking for more 
smiling faces to welcome others to church. We 
would love to count on you to help us welcome 
members and guests.We understand that we are 
still in a pandemic and people have different levels 
of comfort when interacting with others.  With 
that said, all that’s required to greet is to say 
“good morning” and smile!  

Please let us know if you are unable to greet or 
you have any questions, please contact Brenda 
Fleck at 402-399-0661.   

*Watch your email for upcoming opportunities 
to become a greeter or a sub when needed. 

Thanks so much for your part in making RELC a 
friendly, welcoming place of worship! 
 

https://relchurch.net/endowment-fund/
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PROPERTY TEAM 
The property team is always looking 
for new members that like to get 
involved and have fresh new ideas 
for our church properties.  

Please contact Bill Schwarten at 402-290-6300 
if you are interested in joining the team.

 
RELC ARCHIVES TEAM 

Our From the Archives story this time will be 
somewhat different from those of the past, in 
that it does not deal directly with the church 
but that it deals with one of our past members. 

A story that appeared 
in the Sunday addition 
of the Omaha World 
Herald earlier this 
month telling of an 
escape from the 
Douglas County jail in 
March of 1951. While 
casually reading the 

story that told about how the escapees and 
their accomplice, in their flight to freedom, had 
taken several people hostage. The name of one 
of the hostages caught my rapt attention. With 
this, I began reading the story with much 
added interest. The name that had caught my 
attention was that of a past long-time member 
of RELC, Otto Timm. 

Older members in our congregation will 
undoubtedly remember Otto, his wife Edna, 
and their daughter Arlisse, Mrs. Keith Barkley, 
as being actively involved in the church until 
their deaths. Otto served on the church council, 
was the secretary for the building committee of 
the new church completed in 1950. While 
serving as the secretary of the building 
committee, in the days before we had instant 
communication of the internet, he wrote 
numerous handwritten letters for the board 
while negotiating and purchasing the stained-
glass windows that are in our sanctuary. What 

follows is an article found in the March 8, 1951 
issue of the Gretna Breeze, telling of Otto’s ordeal. 

Helpful Gretna Farmer Abducted by Ungrateful 
Criminals Sunday        
Talk of man's kindness for fellow man had a 
hollow ring this week for Otto E. Timm of Gretna.  

Mr. Timm is safely back at his farm home after 
a hectic Sunday experience. He was one of four 
hostages abducted by two men who broke out 
of the Douglas County jail with the help of the 
third desperado. The trio and the three men 
they forced at gunpoint to accompany them 
made their escape in a stolen car into Sarpy 
County. 

After following a winding back roads they were 
stalled near the Timm farm on the Fisheries 
Road south of Gretna when their auto overheated. 
The group walked to the nearby Timm farm 
and asked Mr. Timm for some gas, saying their 
fuel supply had exhausted. The Gretna farmer 
went to assist them.  When outside near the 
barn one of the men pulled the gun and told 
Mr. Timm that they wanted his car and that he 
was to come with them.  

Fifteen-year-old Arlisse Timm watching from 
the kitchen window, saw the car leave the yard 
with her father in the back seat. She called her 
mother and they notified sheriff Ernest Arp.  

The carload of toughs and their hostages 
traveled a little used country road to Meadow 
and crossed the Platte River at Louisville, NE 
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minutes before a blockade was set up at the 
crossing. The Timm car bogged down in the 
mud of a county road near Johnson Sunday 
night. The criminals took their hostages to a 
nearby farmhouse where they bound them. 

When the farm family 
came home the 
criminals took them 
by surprise and made 
their escape in the 
family’s car. As soon 
as the men escaped 
from their bonds in 
the Werner Oestman 
home, they went to 
the Walter Michael 
home about 1/2 mile 
away where they 

phoned the Omaha authorities and Mr. Timm 
called his wife. 

When the deputies came, Mr. Oestman took a 
second tractor and with the help of all they got 
Mr. Timm's car out of the mud. Mr. Timm 
decided to spend the night at the farm home of 
Walter Michael and drive his car back to Gretna 
Monday morning. He arrived home at 9:30 a.m.   

An Omaha attorney, a Douglas County deputy 
sheriff, and an Omaha floor layer were the 
other hostages. It wasn't until his release that 
Mr. Timm knew who his captors were. “So, he 
admitted, everyone knew what was happening 
but me.”  

The criminals were eventually apprehended in 
Arizona after a two-hour running gun battle 
with Arizona authorities, in which one of the 
fugitives was mortally wounded. 
----------------------------------------------------  

The Archives Team is looking for 
pictures of past church activities or 
any newsletters dated before the 

year 2000.  Please share your old, new, past, or 
present pictures and any stories that go with them.  
If you have any, please contact Jim Eichner at 
Eichnerj6527@msn.com. 
 

WORSHIP & MUSIC TEAM 
NEW SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
(Memorial Day – Labor Day) 
8:30 a.m. – Traditional Worship 
10:00 a.m. – Contemporary Worship 
No Saturday worship, programming, or café 
between services. 
---------------------------------------------------- 
Online Worship Services 

 YouTube: (Watch Live or Uploaded Service) 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjXn
hZfhxipkc5ZTA6SrHUw 

 Facebook: 
Facebook.com/RELCgretna  

---------------------------------------------------- 
Single service will be held on the following 
weekends. 
September 4th – 10:00 a.m., Sanctuary 

Regular programming will resume the second 
weekend of September. 
---------------------------------------------------- 
Music Rehearsal 

Praise Band will rehearse at 7:00 p.m. 
every Wednesday. Chancel and 
Bell Choir will be on a summer 
break until September.   

If you are interested in joining our Chancel Choir 
or Bell Choir this fall, contact Dr. Matt Hill at 
matt@singomaha.org. 

Chancel Choir and Bell Choir rehearsals will 
begin as usual in September. The Chancel 
Choir rehearses from 6:15-6:45 p.m., and the 
Bells from 6:50-7:25 p.m. every Wednesday 
evening during the school year. Each choir 
shares special music once per month at the 8:30 
a.m. service. 

No prior choir experience is required for singing 
in the Chancel Choir, but some musical experience 
is helpful for bell ringers.  

Look for more information about September 
start dates in the August bulletins. We’ll also 
include that information in service announcements 
in the weeks leading up to launch. 

I’ll look forward to being with you all in 
rehearsal very soon! – Matt Hill, Music Director 

mailto:Eichnerj6527@msn.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjXnhZfhxipkc5ZTA6SrHUw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjXnhZfhxipkc5ZTA6SrHUw
mailto:matt@singomaha.org
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June Finance Report 
 

 June '22 YTD '22 Budget '22 
  (6 month) (12 months) 

Income:    
   Local Offering $20,629  $147,396  $350,000  
   Other Giving $1,902  $20,505  $40,250  
General Budget Total $22,531  $167,901  $390,250  

    
Expenses:    
   Administrative $21,871  $123,253  $274,905  
   Benevolence $100  $25,604  $40,000  
   Christian Education $0  $1,362  $6,370  
   Health Ministry $0  $0  $1,050  
   Outreach $34  $1,329  $5,500  
   Property $5,352  $18,564  $47,450  
   Stewardship $0  $0  $200  
   Technology $116  $1,145  $2,660  
   Worship and Music $845  $4,158  $12,035  
General Budget Total $28,319  $175,416  $390,170  
Net Profit (Loss) ($5,787) ($7,515) $80  

    
  June '21 YTD '21  
Total Income  $29,177  $165,861   
Total Expenses $26,063  $148,438   
      
Net Profit (Loss) $3,113  $17,423   

 

Connectors: Thank you for agreeing to be a greeter and for 
providing a warm welcome to our members and visitors as they 
arrive for worship! If you are unable to be here for your designated 
Sunday, you are responsible to find your own substitute.  If you no 
longer want to be on the greeter schedule, please contact Brenda 
Fleck and Anne Brodin. 
 
Traditional Service 8:30 am  
   8/7     Todd & Brenda Anderson 
   8/14   Justin & Alexis Pederson 
   8/21   Wendy Hirschfeld, Bob Roberts 
   8/28   Steve & Diane Bergman 

Contemporary 10:00 am 
   8/7     Bryan & Jeanne Ralston, Eric & Julie Carlson 
   8/14   Mark & Keri Cradduck, Jeremy & Julie Reece 
   8/21   Richard & Mardelle Bergsten, Jim Eichner 
   8/28   Rich & Del Armstrong, Sue Lobsiger 
  

 Servers in August 
Head Usher: 

     8:30 am (Sun.) Rich Killingsworth       
 10:00 am (Sun.) Joel Rainforth 

 Flowers & Bulletins: Shelly Grimm 
Altar Guild: Harolyn Stender, Joyce Mohling, 
                     Mardelle Bergsten        
Lay Readers:  
-Sunday 8:30 am – Wendy Hirschfeld (8/7)    , 
Kris Wagner (8/14), Wendy Hirschfeld (8/21), 
Wendy Hirschfeld (8/28)  
-Sunday 10:00 am – Brenda Fleck (8/7), Deb 
Wallman (8/14), Christie Hinrichs (8/21), Kris 
Wagner (8/28) 

Church Council Schedule:  
-Traditional 8:30 am   
   8/7      Shelley Schram 
   8/14    Becky Wagner 
   8/21    Bill Schwarten 
   8/28     Open 
-Contemporary 10:00 am 
   8/7      Darren Elliott 
 8/14    Shelley Schram, Brian Roeber 
   8/21    Open 
   8/28    Becky Wagner, Open  

Acolytes: www.relchurch.net, click sign-ups    
-Traditional 8:30 am   
   8/7      Open 
   8/14    Lexi Wagner 
   8/21    Open 
   8/28    Open  
-Contemporary 10:00 am 
   8/7      Open 
 8/14    Bennett Wolverton, Brady Wolverton 
   8/21    Open 
   8/28    Lexi Wagner, Luke Mefford 
  
    
 
 

 
 

 
 

http://www.relchurch.net/
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Alan Parks 8/1 
Arielle Clark 8/1 
Marlene Kuehl 8/2 
Julie Carlson 8/2 
Wendy Hirschfeld 8/2 
Charlotte Pfeffer 8/3 
Jennifer Dietrich 8/3 
Seth Grimm 8/3 
Brooklyn Donahue 8/3 
Steve Bergman 8/4 
Becky Schnack 8/4 
Connie Walters 8/4 
Bennett Wolverton 8/4 
Creed Nordhues 8/4 
Fred Hartman 8/5 
Lee O'Neal 8/5 
Elizabeth Buresh 8/5 
Jonathan Rippe 8/6 
Sheryll Mowinkel 8/6 
Matt Keyes 8/6 
Gianna Falgione 8/6 
Jayden Doan 8/6 
Ryker Killingsworth 8/6 
Thomas Ostdiek 8/8 
Bailey Reynoldson 8/8 

Jacinda Romano 8/8 
Lee Henning 8/9 
Mike Naber 8/9 
H.J. Hardy 8/10 
Sienna Hefner 8/10 
Ella Raess 8/11 
Michelle Falgione 8/11 
Rick Mason 8/12 
Lily Larsen 8/12 
Carrie Grove 8/13 
Lorraine Norman 8/14 
B.J. Layher 8/15 
Gwen Reier 8/16 
Abbie Colgrove 8/16 
Nancy Ayer 8/16 
Luke Lorenz 8/17 
Karlee Lobsiger 8/17 
Alan Brodin 8/17 
Jackson Reece 8/17 
Gary Long 8/19 
Lauren Rongisch 8/20 
Nicole Stamm 8/20 
Ronald Sawyer 8/21 
Danny Layher 8/21 
Reid Schwery 8/21 

Dennisha Bonacci 8/22 
Casey Schwery 8/22 
Jim Kwasniewski 8/23 
Nicholas Wegener 8/24 
Shelley Naber 8/25 
Rachel Drews 8/26 
Marilyn Gunderson 8/27 
Lori Huffman 8/27 
Ryan Bergsten 8/27 
Allison Asche 8/27 
Elaine Sponsel 8/27 
Vivian Sponsel 8/27 
Abigail Josoff 8/27 
Cathy Lorenz 8/29 
Judy Carlson 8/29 
Caden Prince 8/29 
Lexi Wagner 8/30 
Stacia Palser 8/30 
Amy Reoh 8/30 
Linda Anderson 8/31 
Erv Kersten 8/31 
Ethen Steinhoff 8/31 
Benjamin Wilderdyke 8/31 
  

 
   
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

   Name                                    _       Date       Years 
   
 
 
  

   Name                                              Date       Years 
   
 
 
  

Todd and Lisa Mueller 8/2 25 
Shawn and Rhonda Meyer 8/2 31 
Brian and Julie Wilson 8/3 26 
Jim and Patty Haver 8/6 40 
Aaron and Jennifer Bush 8/6 18 
Marc and Lindsey Feala 8/8 7 
Steve and Susan Johnson 8/8 35 
Lee and Lisa O'Neal 8/9 37 
Mike and Denise Osborn 8/9 42 
Shane and Lexie Frahm 8/11 15 
Kyle and Nicole Slusher 8/15 24 
Larry and Jo Burson 8/16 42 

 

Bob and Corinne Andreasen 8/16 47 
Nicholas and Jessica Wegener 8/18 16 
Miles and Joyce McMahill 8/23 53 
Eric and Lona Pinkall 8/24 31 
Lynn and Sue Bose 8/25 49 
Andrew and Desiree Stednitz 8/26 27 
Jennifer Reiche  8/29 5 
Jerry and Patti Layher 8/30 36 
Todd and Brenda Anderson 8/30 25 
Mike and Shelley Naber 8/31 26 
Justin and Kimberly Haugen 8/31 14 
 
   

 



15 

ADS & OPPORTUNITIES 
SUMMER ADULT FORUM 
Biblical Origins of Liturgy 

Join us for a continuation of our June 
Adult Forum on July 20 & 27 at 5:30 
p.m. in the RELC Conference Room. 
August 3 – Study of the Sending 

CONVERSATION ON THE HOLY LAND 
Join us on August 9th at 2:00 p.m. 
for a presentation on the Holy Land 
in Israel.  After a month’s study 
abroad at Hebrew University, Kristin 

Ralston will join us to talk about her travels, 
enlighten us on her Judaic studies and share 
photos and highlights from her trip. Included in 
this conversation will be cookies and beverages 
to enjoy. Come and hear about a part of the 
world we read about in the Bible. 

OWLs 55 & OVER GROUP 
Come and join the 
OWLs on Wednesday, 
August 10th at 9:00 
a.m. to carpool to 

Lincoln for a visit to Grace Lutheran church at 
2225 Washington Street.  

Grace Lutheran was built just prior 
to our church, built in 1950. St. 
Joseph Art Glass Co., the company 
that supplied the windows in our 
church also supplied the windows 

at Grace. In the correspondence between our 
building committee at that time they indicated 
that our windows would have the same symbols 
that were used in the windows at Grace. The only 
difference would be the shape of the windows. 
Ours would be in the gothic style whereas the 
ones at Grace are square on the top. Pastor  
James is planning on accompanying us to give 
explanations on the meaning of the symbols.  
After touring the church, we will have lunch at a 
still undetermined restaurant nearby.  

After our lunch we will make a stop at the museum 
at the American Historical Society of Germans 
from Russia, 631 D St. For more information and 

Questions contact Mardelle Bergsten 402-932-
2284 or mardellebergsten@hotmail.com and 
the American Historical Society of Germans 
from Russia museum and library. -We hope you 
can join us for these exciting tours. 

Please sign-up by August 7th on the sheet on 
the south bulletin board outside of the Fellowship 
Hall. 
----------------------------------------------------- 

Join us for a dinner out on 
Thursday, August 25th at 6:00 
p.m. at the Olive Garden at 
16929 Lakeside Hills Plaza (168th 

and Center St.) in Omaha.  Carpooling will be 
available at RELC. We will be leaving at 5:15 p.m.  

Please sign-up by August 21st on the sheet on the 
south bulletin board outside of the Fellowship Hall. 
For more information or questions, please contact 
Judy Feit at 402-916-9417 or feiter59@cox.net. 
----------------------------------------------------- 
OWLs Blessing Bags 
In these photos we are making 150 blessing 
bags.  All who participated wrote letters of 
encouragement and watched the Least of My 
Brethren video.  The assembly line was active 
for an hour assembling the bags. We started 
with a gallon food bag, filling it with toilet 
paper, then we added a toothbrush/paste, 
shampoo, razor, ChapStick, a pair of socks, a bar 
of soap, deodorant, and individual wrapped 
hard candy.  We had a great time! 

mailto:mardellebergsten@hotmail.com
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WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY  
“Awakening to a Grand New Day” 
The Women of Resurrection Bible study will 
meet on the third Tuesday of every month at 
9:00 a.m. at the church.  Please join us as we 
renew friendships again. 
We will not meet in August.  See you in Sept. 

2022 LAY READERS NEEDED 
If you love to read and are available 
for our Sunday, 8:30 a.m. or 10:00 
a.m. worship service, WE NEED 
YOU!  We are looking for individuals 

to read two lessons during our worship services. 
Please go to our sign-up listed on our website at 
www.relchurch.net.  

THEOLOGY ON TAP 
Starting in September, anyone over 
21 is invited to join us on the first 
Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. at 

Lansky’s on 16918 Morgan Ave., Ste. 1, Gretna 

(168th & hwy. 370).  Feel free to bring a friend 
and enjoy some fellowship time together.  

RELC QUILTERS  
The RELC Quilters group will be 
meeting on the 2nd & 4th Tuesday of 
every month at 1:00 p.m. at RELC. 

If you have any unused cotton or cotton blend         
cotton material (scraps too, if they are large enough 
for quilt squares), please consider donating these 
items to help to defray the costs of our donated 
quilts. Contact Judy Feit or Susan Clegg with 
questions. 

FUNERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS/LUNCHEON  
To keep you better informed when we 
have a funeral/luncheon at Resurrection, 
we are sending out detailed emails of 

the service.  We have also been attaching a sign-
up genius asking for desserts and  

workers to help during this difficult time for the 
family.  If you do not receive emails and you 
would like someone to call you about the luncheon 
needs, please let Karron Brugmann know at 402-
332-3562 and she will add you to a list to call.  

THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS 
 Thank you to all our Thrivent participants 
that have included Resurrection as a 
benefactor of your Thrivent Choice Dollars.  

If you would like to include Resurrection as your 
Thrivent Choice recipient, you can visit thrivent.com/ 
thriventchoice or call 1-800-847-4836 and when 
prompted, say “Thrivent Choice.”  

2022 Thrivent Choice Dollars Donated:  $747.00 

2022 FLOWER/BULLETIN SIGN UP 
            SIGN-UP NOW!!     
Please consider signing up for altar 
flowers and bulletins for 2022. Go to 

our website or call the church office to get 
signed up today at 402-332-3383.  The 
suggested donation for bulletin sponsorship is 
$20. Thank you for your kindness. 

PRAYER REQUESTS  
If you would like us to pray for you or 
someone you know, please fill out the 
prayer sheet in your bulletin, send the 

http://www.relchurch.net/


17 

office an email, or give the office a call to give 
your church family the opportunity to add it to 
their daily prayers!!!  If you are going into the 
hospital, be sure and let the office know so that 
we can be there for you with prayerful support. 
All prayer requests will be added to the bulletin 
for one month only, unless you contact us to let 
us know that further prayers are needed.   

HOSPITAL VISITS  
If you or a family member is going 
into the hospital, be sure and let Pr. 
James Sells or the office know so we 

can be there for you in prayerful support. 

PERSONAL INFORMATION CHANGES?  
Do you have a name, address, 
phone number or email change?  If 
so, please contact the office by 
phone at 402-332-3383 or email us 

at theoffice@relchurch.net. If you would like us 
to have an emergency contact number, please 
include that as well.  

PROJECT HOPE FOOD PANTRY  
Our church supports the Project 
Hope Food Pantry.  Drop off all 
items food or very gently used 
clothing donations at the Outreach 

Corner. Monetary donations can be sent to:  
Project Hope, Inc., 6201 N. 60th Street, Omaha, NE 
68104 or go to projecthopeomaha.org to make an 
online donation. GENTLY used clothing can also 
be delivered to Project Hope at their lower 
east door on Tuesday or Thursday between 
11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

Food Needs: 
Cereal, Cereal Bars, Granola Bars, Oatmeal, 
Pancake Mix & Syrup, Fruit Cups, Canned 
Peaches & Pears, Applesauce, Canned Peas, 
Corn & Green Beans, Canned Beans, Including 
Baked Beans & Refried Beans, Canned Meats 
(Chicken, Salmon, Tuna, Etc.), Rice Or Pasta 
Sides, Ramen Noodles, Tuna & Hamburger 
Helper, Pasta, Mac & Cheese, Pasta Sauce, 
Tomato Sauce, Diced Tomatoes, Canned Soup, 
Salsa, Box Potatoes, Crackers, Peanut Butter, 
Jelly/Jam, Brownie Or Cake Mix, Condiments 
(Ketchup, Mustard, BBQ Sauce, Mayo & Salad 

Dressings), Small Bottles Of Cooking Oil, 
Microwave Popcorn 

Personal Care & Household Needs: 
Shampoo, Conditioner, Body Wash, Deodorant, 
Toothpaste, Toothbrushes, Hand Soap & Hand 
Sanitizer, Small Bottles of Liquid Dish Soap & Small 
Bottles of Laundry Detergent, Facial Tissues, Toilet 
Paper, Paper Towels 

Baby/Clothing Needs:   
Baby Wipes, Diapers Size 5 & 6, & Pull Ups size 4T/5T 

Collect Family Fare Receipts 
     Direct Your Dollars is a receipt-
based program sponsored by the 
Family Fare stores.  You can help 
us raise money simply by doing 

something you do each week & going to the 
grocery store.  Send receipts to Project Hope. 

GRETNA NEIGHBORS FOOD PANTRY 
The pantry will continue with our "open pantry 
hours" the first and third Saturday morning of 
each month from 9-11 a.m. and the second 
Wed. evening of the month from 6-7 p.m. We are 
located at 107 Cort Plaza in Gretna. 

The next open pantry dates are as follows: 

Saturday, August 6th             
9-11 a.m. 
Wednesday, August 10th        
6-7 p.m. 
Saturday, August 20th           
9-11 a.m. 

Prebagged items will be handed out. Anyone 
who has need living in the Gretna school district 
is eligible (please bring proof of residency). 
Watch for signing directions when you arrive, 
and someone will be available to help you. 

RELC – WAYS TO GIVE YOUR OFFERINGS 

               MAIL 
 
Resurrection Evangelical Lutheran Church 
153 S McKenna Avenue, Gretna, NE 68028 
Please include your designation (general, building, 
memorial) in the memo line of your check to 
ensure it goes to area you would like it to go to. 

mailto:theoffice@relchurch.net
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TEXT 

Text to 402-875-6081 and type $amount (eg $10) 
in the message to set up a one-time or recurring 
donation.   
  
            ONLINE 

Visit www. Relchurch.net 
Click the Vanco symbol to set up a one time or 
recurring donation. 
SEND US YOUR PICTURES  

If you have any pictures you’d like 
included in the Messenger or on 
Facebook, please email them to the 
office. We’d enjoy seeing what your 

team is doing or what’s happening in your groups. 
PLEASE NOTE – IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO ENSURE THAT YOU HAVE 
PERMISSION OF ALL PEOPLE WITHIN YOUR PHOTOS TO SHARE ON SOCIAL 
MEDIA OUTLETS BEFORE SUBMITTING. WE WANT TO SHARE THESE MEMORIES 
BUT ALSO RESPECT THE PRIVACY OF OTHERS. 

PRAYER SHAWL GROUP  
If you knit or crochet, or would like to 
learn, you are invited to join the RELC 
Prayer Shawl Group!  We create 
shawls that are available for anyone 

in our congregation to be distributed to friends 
or family going through a personal crisis, whether it 
is illness, loss or other concern.  We also have 
some cancer hats and “prayer squares” available!  
Blankets for our newly baptized little ones are also 
made by our members!  If you have any questions 
or would like to be involved in making some of 
these items, contact Karen Hitz at 402-212-2589. 

*If you know of someone who is in need of a 
prayer shawl, prayer square or cancer hat at this 
time, please call the office at 402-332-3383. 

SAVE YOUR LABELS!  
The Local and World Service team 
is collecting Best Choice labels.  The 
money raised will be donated to Gretna 

Neighbors and Project Hope.  Just purchase Best 
Choice products (locally at McKinney’s and Super 
Saver), cut out the UPC code with Best Choice 
written above it, and place in the box by the 
food donation corner with the yellow shelving. 

We are collecting box tops for education.  
Please trim the edges and drop them 
in the box in food donation corner. 

ALUMINUM CAN COLLECTION!  
Bring your empty cans for Least of My 
Brethen to the container outside of 
the west door of the church-in the 

alley. We please ask that you do not crush 
them.  The can needs to be visible for refund 
purposes.  

SAVE YOUR POP TABS! 
The Ronald McDonald house is still 
collecting pop tabs.  Please drop off 
your tabs by the food donation 
corner with the yellow shelving.  

Your tabs will help cover costs that support families 
with a seriously ill or injured child.

 
WITH SYMPATHY 

Our thoughts and prayers go out 
to the Schnack family on the 
passing of Jane Thomas (Schnack). 

Services for Jane will take place on August 3rd at 
Resurrection. Please keep Jane’s family in your 
thoughts and prayers at this time.  We pray the 
Lord will comfort all of you and give you his peace. 

 
A NOTE OF THANKS 

Dear Resurrection Church 

Thank you for your gift of $100.00 to 
Lutheran Disaster Response. 

Therefore, since we are satisfied by faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
through whom we have obtained access to this 
grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope 
of sharing the glory of God (Romans 5:1-2). 

As a church, we believe that God’s grace is freely 
given to us.  This brings us peace and hope.  It 
makes a difference in our lives.  Through your gifts 
to Lutheran Disaster Response, you are sharing 
this amazing grace with others.  You are helping 
people near and far feel the transformational 
power of God’s love. 

 Donate  
      or  
Pay Here 

 

http://www/
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Your spirit-filled generosity is helping families and 
communities reeling from disasters here in the 
United States and around the world.  No matter 
the variety of disaster, no matter the variety of 
need, your gifts to Lutheran Disaster Response 
enable people to rebuild their lives and livelihoods 
now and far into the future. 

Thank you for your gracious gifts.  The glory of 
God is shining through you. 

-With you in the Spirit, Rev. Daniel Rift 
Director, Mission Funding, ELCA World Hunger 
and Lutheran Disaster Response 
------------------------------------------------------- 
Dear Resurrection members 

It is with great appreciation that I write to thank 
you for your support with your donations of food, 
clothing, and diapers delivered to Project Hope, 
Inc. on June 14th and 30th.  Your donations help us 
provide much needed help to those who come to 
us for assistance and hope. 

Project Hope is proud that we are able to offer 
our clients food, clothing, and personal care items 
at no cost and that is because of the donations 
such as yours from local churches and 
organizations. 

Your generosity allows us to serve the hungry and 
those in need during difficult times.  Thank you so 
much for choosing the support Project Hope and 
our mission. 

-Blessings to you, Veda Keebler, Exec. Director 
 

FROM THE OFFICE 
 
 

*Check out the Communication Schedule located 
on the south bulletin board to see when 
information is due to the office. 
SEPTEMBER MESSENGER ARTICLES ARE DUE: 
• Monday, August 15th by 12:00 p.m. 

BULLETIN ANNOUCEMENTS ARE DUE: 
• Wednesday morning by 10:00 a.m. 

OUR COMMUNICATION APP! 

 
 

This app allows us to communicate about 
emergency cancellations. Enter this link into 
your browser https://band.us/n/a3ae23c8A9i3b 
or scan the QR code to join and be the first to 
know about any schedule changes due to 
severe weather or other emergencies! 

August  BIBLE MEMORY VERSE  

               Galatians 3:28 
 28There is no longer Jew or Greek, 
    there is no longer slave or free,  
there is no longer male and female; 

                     for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. 
----------------------------------------------------- 

Exercise classes will continue 
through the summer and each 
Sunday after the late service we 

will need to set up for the week’s classes.  We are 
asking you for your help after the 10:00 a.m. 
worship service.  We appreciate all your help.  

 
Funny things that have appeared in 
Church bulletins-  
to Lighten your Day!  
*A bean supper will be held on Tuesday evening 
in the church hall.  Music will follow. 

*Ladies, don’t forget the rummage sale.  It’s a 
chance to get rid of those things not worth 
keeping around the house.  Bring your husbands. 

*The church will host an evening of fine dining, 
super entertainment and gracious hostility. 

*The peacemaking meeting scheduled for today 
has been canceled due to a conflict. 

*Low Self Esteem Support Group will meet Thursday 
at 7 PM.  Please use the back door. 

*The Fasting & Prayer Conference includes meals. 

*Potluck supper Sunday at 5pm, prayer and 
medication to follow. 

https://band.us/n/a3ae23c8A9i3b
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Contact Information 
Pastor James Sells 
    In the office: T-F, 9am-3pm 
  Tuesday-Thursday by appointment 
    402-759-6347 
  PastorJames@relchurch.net  
Ms. Hannah Grove 
         In the office: Fri, 8am-4pm & Sat, 11am-7pm 
       Tuesday, Wednesday, Sunday by appointment 
  402-983-2456 
  Hannah.Grove@relchurch.net  
Office Hours 
  9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., Tuesday-Friday 
Church Phone Number 
  402-332-3383 
Email Address for Church 
  theoffice@relchurch.net 
Church Website 
  www.relchurch.net 
 

A PRAYER FOR AUGUST, 

A Prayer Attributed- St. Francis of Assisi  
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace.  
Where there is hatred, let me sow love; 
where there is injury, pardon; 
where there is discord, union;  
where there is doubt, faith;  
where there is despair, hope;  
where there is darkness, light;  
where there is sadness, joy.   

Grant that I may not so much seek to be 
consoled as to console; to be understood as 
to understand; to be loved as to love.  For it is 
in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning 
that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that 
we are born to eternal life. 

 

Source:  Bread for the Day 2020-Augsburg Fortress 

 

 

Return Service Requested 

RESURRECTION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
153 S McKenna Ave. 
Gretna, Nebraska 68028 
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mailto:theoffice@relchurch.net
http://www.relchurch.net/
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