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 MESSENGER  

  
 

From the Pastor’s Desk  

Christ is Risen! 

Easter may have been during the middle of April, but 

the season continues through May until we come to 

Ascension when Jesus returns to the Father and leaves 

the promise of the coming Holy Spirit on Pentecost. 

This means that from Easter morning through the next 40 days Jesus will 

be appearing to his disciples. And as Jesus appears, he does so, especially 

in the days just after the Resurrection by saying to his disciples “Peace be 

with you.” The disciples needed that message because they were living in 

constant fear that the forces that killed Jesus would kill them. For that 

matter they were afraid of Jesus when the Lord appeared, unsure what they 

were seeing. After the Resurrection they were overcome by grief at the 

death of their teacher and friend, and afraid of the world, even when they 

had the words of the women that Jesus had risen. 

I think we can relate. On April 17th we gathered to hear that the Lord had 

risen, and then on the 18th we went back to work and school, to the concerns 

present in our lives before Easter and to the grief caused by living in a 

fallen world. As we travel through May, it may seem like the celebration of 

Easter is something that we only see in life’s rear-view mirror. Yet Jesus still 

comes to us in our uncertainty, fear, and listlessness and says, “peace be 

with you”. Jesus continues to remind us of the new life offered through the 

Resurrection and the shot in the arm that comes on Pentecost.  

This is all to say that I encourage you to pay attention to the appearance 

stories at worship during May, to hear Jesus say, “peace be with you” and 

to recognize the work and ministry of the Lord at Resurrection. After all, we 

start the month out with the new life that comes through the reception of 

new members and the sending of our High School seniors to the next phase 

of their lives with the quilt blessing. A blessing which, in and of itself, is a 

way for us to say “peace be with you” to kids and parents who are moving 

on to something new, that may be a little scary and cause some grief as 

well as joy.  
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Easter service may be over, but the season of Easter and the new life Easter represents continues as Jesus 

comes to us, when things are going well and especially when they are not, sharing a message of peace. 

Christ is Risen, 

He is Risen Indeed! 

Have a blessed May, 

 

Pr. James W. Sells 

 
RESURRECTION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  

Pastor’s Report, March 14th – April 19th          

PASTORAL DUTIES: 

Visitations: 21 

RELC ACTIVITIES: 

03/14-3/20: Spring Break Vacation 

03/22: - Text Study 

 - Daily Devotion 

 - Security Meeting 

03/23: - Staff Meeting 

 - Daily Devotional 

 - First Communion Class 

 - Mid Week Service: I gave a Testimony 

              about Encountering Christ at Home 

03/24: - Daily Devotion 

 - Premarital Counseling 

03/25: - Raess Funeral in Byron: Participated in 

the funeral of Pr. Connie Raess, mother 

to members Ryan Raess, Nichole Stamm 

and their families. Connie was also a 

good friend from my first call. I was 

honored to represent the church there.  

 - Daily Devotional 

03/26: - Daily Devotional 

 - Blended Service 

03/27: - Traditional Service 

 - Adult Forum 

 - Contemporary Service 

03/28: - Daily Devotional 

03/29: - Text Study 

 - Daily Devotional 

03/30-31: - Sick: I had a severe Sinus infection 

which caused me to miss a Wednesday 

Service. Carrie Grove gave a Testimony 

on Encountering Christ at Church.  

04/01: - Daily Devotional 

04/02: - Daily Devotional 

 - Blended Service 

04/03: - Traditional Service 

 - Adult Forum 

 - Contemporary Service 

04/04: - Daily Devotional 

04/05: - Text Study 

 - Daily Devotional 

 - New Member Meeting 

 - Theology on Tap 

04/06: - Staff Meeting 

 - Daily Devotional 

 - First Communion Class 

 - Mid-Week Service with Confirmation 

project: 7th and 8th grade brought a 

testimony of Encountering Christ 

through the Sacraments through the 

Last Supper play.  

 - Worship and Music Meeting 

04/07: - Daily Devotional 

 - Gate Build 

04/08: - Daily Devotional 

04/09: - Daily Devotional 

 - Blended Worship 

04/10: - Palm Sunday Traditional Service 

 - Palm Sunday Contemporary Service 

04/11: - Daily Devotional 
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04/12: - Text Study 

 - Daily Devotional 

 - Outreach Meeting 

04/13: - Staff Meeting 

 - Daily Devotional 

04/14: - Daily Devotional 

 - Maundy Thursday Worship: Celebrated 

the institution of the Lord’s Supper and 

the final commandment to love one 

another. We also finished collecting 

sins for crucifixion.  

04/15: - Good Friday Worship: We celebrated 

the Happy Exchange with Prayer 

around the Cross, Burning Crucified 

Sins, and prayers for the Healing of the 

Nation for both the end of the 

pandemic and the war in Ukraine 

04/16: - Easter Vigil Worship: First attempt at a 

traditional Easter Vigil, with the 

blessing of the paschal candle with the 

Light of Christ returning to the world. 

The Easter Proclamation and an 

affirmation of baptism. I will be in 

consultation with worship and music 

about whether we will continue this 

service again as it was poorly attended.  

04/17: - Easter Sunrise Worship: Finished the 

Easter Vigil service at Matt and Linda 

Anderson’s. Attendance was fitting to 

the venue.  

 - Easter Traditional Worship: Well 

attended with Bell Choir and the 

Chancel Choir offering music. 

 - Easter Contemporary Worship (First 

Communion): Well attended with First 

Communion for the 5th graders 

04/18: - Text Study 

Pastoral Reflection: 

He is Risen! Which is good because I and the staff 

are tired. The Easter celebration was a blessing 

to participate in as we turn our full attention to 

end of program year activities, I see that there 

is still a lot to do. Soon we will have the 6th grade 

mentor/mentee recognition, senior quilt blessing 

and new member affirmation of faith. This along 

with the secular celebrations of Mother’s Day 

and graduation and there is still a lot going on. 

I have a couple of concerns which I hope will be 

addressed during May. The first is personal, though 

it very much affects the professional. This is, of 

course, whatever is going on with my cognitive 

functions. Blood work and a recent MRI showed 

nothing out of the ordinary, so my doctor is 

falling back on hypoxia of the brain due to 

untreated sleep apnea. I am working to get this 

sorted and will hopefully find a resolution soon 

to plug my leaky memory and stop the groping 

for words during conversations that I have been 

experiencing. The second is visitation and 

Eucharistic ministry at the church. I am not 

satisfied or comfortable with the number of calls I 

have been able to make while trying to save 

time for my family. To help ensure more timely 

home ministry I will reinstitute/structure our 

Eucharistic ministry team to ensure home 

communion to our shut-ins and home bound 

fellowship.

Youth & Congregational  

Life Director 

The semester is finally calming 

down as we take time to celebrate 

this year’s moments and prepare 

for the new programming year. 

Our Sunday School families will enjoy their last 

Sunday School class for the year on May 15th 

with a VBS preview. We will be looking forward 

to VBS this summer and some new and exciting 

things this fall. 

Underground will have its last meeting of the 

year on May 18th where we will celebrate our 

seniors and share in fellowship. Over the summer 

the high schoolers have the opportunity to 

attend two different trips, one to Ponca State 

Park and the other to the Black Hills. At the end 

of the summer, we will hold our lock-in to 

welcome our new freshmen and say a last 
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goodbye to our graduated seniors. The quilters 

are also excited to present our seniors with 

their Senior Quilts on May 1st so that they will 

have a reminder of our love and God’s love for 

them as they start new adventures.  

As confirmation comes to a close, we are looking 

forward to seeing our middle schoolers at 

Confirmation Camp at Carol Joy Holling during 

week two at the Springs. We’re looking forward 

to seeing not just our middle schoolers, but our 

elementary and high schoolers that week as 

well at any site.  

Hannah Grove 

 

 

After much deliberation, the Council voted in 

April to disband the SEED Team until a future 

time when the SEED Team becomes necessary. 

This decision was made in conjunction with the 

SEED Team and Hannah Grove. We understand 

that the SEED Team has provided invaluable 

support to the ministries of RELC in the recent 

past; however, upon the hire of Hannah as the 

Director of Youth and Congregational Life, many 

duties previously held by the SEED Team shifted 

to this new role. The Director of Youth and 

Congregational Life will oversee all ministries 

previously directed by SEED. Your input is still 

wanted and encouraged in matters of Christian 

Education. Please reach out to Hannah with 

your continued support in these ministries as it 

will be greatly appreciated.  

-Sincerely, Bill Schwarten, Council President 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

         CHURCHWIDE NEWS 

 

CENTERING ON THE SABBATH 

Taken from NE ELCA News, April 11, 2022 

Beloved BE, rest in me. 

Walking in nature feeds 

my body, mind, and 

spirit. On one of my 

walks, a mantra bubbled up: Beloved be, rest in me. 

Rest in me. I come from a long line of work-

alcoholics. Letting go of my need to be productive, 

of proving my worth has been a bit of a journey.  I 

became intentional when I facilitated Journey of 

Renewal, a yearlong wellness initiative. As I invited 

church leaders to practice sabbath keeping as a 

prayer practice, I wanted to be authentic and 

began this practice too. 

Over the years, sabbath keeping has looked 

different as life changed.  At times practice was on 

Sundays. A day to worship God, meals were 

simple, often sabbath included a nap, painting, 

reading, or connecting with family. It was a time to 

fill my reservoir, to recharge.  As my pattern of 

work has changed, I have found sabbath included 

my ideal start to my day.  Beginning my day at a 

less rushed pace, with a healthy breakfast, time to 

catch up on news, time to dwell in the Word, have 

a second cup of coffee and head out on a walk. 

Intention, noticing and practice have helped me 

embrace a centered lifestyle.  As you read this stop 

with the reasons that this won’t work for you. 

God’s people are all struggling from exhaustion, 

anxiety, stress and multiple challenges.  They are 

looking for leadership on how to live a life that 

aligns with their faith. A life that is modeled after 

Christ’s example while he walked on this earth, of 

going away to pray, to rest even in the midst of 

the storms. 

“Teacher do you not care that we are perishing?” 

As the disciples fretted, Jesus was asleep in the 

stern. 
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CAROL JOY HOLLING 

 

Saturday, May 21, 2022 

8:00 a.m. – Lunch Time 

Join us at Carol Joy Holling Camp’s annual 

Work Day! We need your help to get our site 

ready for the more than 1,500 campers that will 

be arriving during the summer. Bring friends 

and family for a day of work in God’s creation! 

Individuals and groups are welcome, and all skill 

levels are needed. Please bring clothes that can 

get dirty, close-toed shoes and gloves. Kids are 

welcome with parent supervision.  

Day of Schedule: 

8:00 a.m.     Breakfast at Dining Hall in Sjogren  

8:30 a.m.     Work begins 

10:00 a.m.   Break 

10:15 a.m.   Work continues 

12:30 p.m.   Lunch at Dining Hall in Sjogren  

1:30 p.m.     Depart 

Please RSVP before May 12th by submitting the 

form listed at www.caroljoyholling.org/work-day, 

contact Amber Westling at awestling@NLOM.org  

or 402-944-2544.

SPIRITUAL EDUCATION 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  

Only three more weeks of Sunday 

School! Join us May 1st, May 8th, 

and May 15th as we close up the 

year! May 15th will be a special VBS preview so 

we will need extra volunteers! Reach out to 

Hannah to see how you can help! 

Additionally, I will be conducting a survey (open 

to the congregation) about Sunday School as 

we look forward to planning for next year (watch 

your emails for a link!). You are also invited to 

join in some casual conversation about where 

you see Sunday School going on May 1st and 

May 8th in the Cafe between the services. Please 

plan to participate so that your voice is heard. 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

VBS is coming up fast on July 10th-14th! Beginning 

this year, VBS is being held in conjunction with 

Gretna United Methodist Church and we are so 

excited to begin this journey together! GUMC 

has graciously offered to host this year and we’ll 

be ready to host the next! Registration opened 

April 24th but register before May 30th in order 

to get a free T-Shirt with your child’s registration! 

Please register at this link: 

https://www.vbspro.events/p/gretnavbs.  

We are also looking for an awesome team of 

volunteers to make this event possible! Because 

we are sharing VBS, there are limited numbers 

of Station Leader volunteer positions open so 

reach out if you’re interested in serving in that 

capacity! Even if you don’t see yourself as a 

Station Leader, we have plenty of opportunities 

to volunteer as Crew Leaders, Meal Servers, and 

Decorators! Register to volunteer at 

https://www.vbspro.events/p/gretnavbs.  

Are you worried about the time commitment as 

a VBS volunteer? You can still help us out! We 

have a long list of supplies we’ll need to make 

this possible, see the complete list here: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0A44AC

AD29A5F58-vbssupplies. There are a few 

general supplies that we will need a large 

amount of. You can help out now by collecting 

toilet paper and paper towel tubes, empty food 

boxes, shoe boxes, and larger boxes to be used 

for decorations and crafts!  

---------------------------------------------------- 

ACOLYTING  

4th-8th Grade Students 

All students, grades 4th-8th are 

invited to sign up for acolyting at 

our Saturday and Sunday worship 

http://www.caroljoyholling.org/work-day
mailto:awestling@NLOM.org
https://www.vbspro.events/p/gretnavbs
https://www.vbspro.events/p/gretnavbs
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0A44ACAD29A5F58-vbssupplies
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0A44ACAD29A5F58-vbssupplies
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services.  To sign up for our acolyte services please 

go to our sign up at on our website under sign-

ups at https://relchurch.net/sign-ups/. 
---------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

------------------------------------------------ 

CONFIRMATION 
6th Grade Mentor/Mentee Program-2021/22 

If you haven’t finished your program for the year, 

that is okay, you have until the end of summer.  

Thank you for all your hard work. Let Pr. James 

know if you will be needing more time. 

----------------------------------------------------

7th Grade Bible Year Confirmation 2021/22 

Join Pr. James each week as you continue to 

grow in faith while learning the scripture and 

the Ten Commandments. This ministry strives 

to help you grow in faith so that you will continue 

to be active in worshiping God and growing in 

his Word. 

Schedule: 

5/04 – Make-Up Day 

            Quiz on the New Testament 

            Books of the New Testament 

5/07 – Middle School Lock-In @ 7:00 p.m. 

---------------------------------------------------- 

8th Grade Catechism Year Confirmation 2021/22 

In baptism, we are claimed as God’s children. 

Confirmation is about embracing and living out 

that identity! The central teaching tool we use 

is Martin Luther’s Small Catechism, which helps 

students learn how to read and apply God’s Word 

to their lives. Traditionally, the Catechism was 

also a teaching tool for parents, which is why we 

do what we can to partner with and encourage 

spiritual leaders in the home. 

Schedule: 

5/04 – Make-Up Day/Weather Day 

5/07 – Middle School Lock-In @ 7:00 p.m. 

---------------------------------------------------- 

Middle School Lock-In 

All students grades 6-8th 

grade are invited to join us for 

a “LOCK-IN” on May 7th at 

7:00 p.m. through May 8th at 

9:30 a.m. Please bring a snack to share and your 

own drink.  Don’t forget a sleeping bag, pillow 

and your toothbrush.  Be ready to have some fun! 

---------------------------------------------------- 

Holy Family Shrine Field Trip 

It was a windy day at the Holy Family Shrine, but 

nice and sunny!  What a blessing to those who 

experienced it.

4:12 YOUTH GROUP 

Our Sunday morning middle 

and high school group began 

on February 27th. We are called 

the 4:12 Youth after 1 Timothy 

4:12 which encourages us saying, “Don’t let 

anyone look down on you because you are 

young, but set an example for the believers in 

speech, in conduct, in love, in faith, and in purity.” 

During our meetings at 9:40 a.m. on Sundays 

we will be discussing Katie Brazelton’s devotional 

5th grade 
class 

making 
bread for 

Easter. 

 

 

https://relchurch.net/sign-ups/


7 

The Way I’m Wired: discovering who GOD made 

ME to be. Youth can join in at any time, just come 

prepared with your Bible and a good attitude! 

Additionally, I am looking for a few more adult 

leaders to help us in discussion. If you are 

interested, please reach out to me via email! 

 

UNDERGROUND ON WEDNESDAYS 7:00 PM 

All 9-12th grade students are invited to join us 

every Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. (during Lent-

6:30) for the Youth Underground programming.  

Schedule: 

4/30-5/1: Senior Quilt Sunday 

5/04:  Happy Star Wars Day! Star Wars Themed 

           Bible Study 

5/11: Running Games 

5/18: End of the Year Party (Last Underground 

           Meeting for the Summer)  

Summer Activities: 

5/31-6/2:  Camping Trip to Ponca State Park: 

                  40 Hours in the Wilderness 

6/4-6/10:  Black Hills Trip with Carol Joy Holling 

TBD: Underground Lock-In (Incoming Freshman 

         Welcome) 

---------------------------------------------------- 

Camping Trip-Ponca State Park 

All 9th-12th Graders are 

welcome to join us on a 

brief camping trip to Ponca 

State Park on May 31st-June 2nd. 

Our programming theme is “40 Hours in the 

Wilderness.” There is a $50 registration fee which 

can be turned in at the church office (if you 

plan on writing a check, please write it out to 

RELC Youth). We do not want the cost to be a 

boundary for anyone who would like to attend. 

If this is the case, please reach out to me so we 

can figure something out! You can register your 

youth at https://forms.gle/MWv3ZDky1jzV178S9 .  

Please be on the lookout for more information! 

High School Trip to Black Hills 

Do you know a high schooler? 

Invite them to join us on our 

trip this summer to the Black 

Hills! We will join another youth 

group at Carol Joy Holling to go on an 

Adventure Trip from June 5th-10th. Registration 

will open soon, so be on the lookout for the 

registration form! As always, reach out to me 

with any questions. 

 

COLLEGE AGED MINISTRY & 

PROGRAMMING (CAMP) 
CAMP stands for College Aged Ministry Programs! 

This program is for anyone who has graduated 

from high school. All are welcome to attend 

(even if you decided that college wasn’t your 

post-high school plans! We want to connect 

with all of you)! 

S.O.C.K.s Program 

The SOCKs (Support Our College 

Kids) program will pair up our 

college-aged members with other 

adult members of the congregation. 

Their sponsor will send them monthly care 

packages or letters, just to let them know that 

they are being prayed for no matter the distance.  

If you know a college student (university, college, 

trade school, or other post-secondary programs),  

please register them at https://docs.google.com/ 

forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfyewo1ezgmqLr7dV8w69Ej3

AoS9PcelGX6rs0gO7W3X8OCKg/viewform?usp=

sf_link. If you would like to sponsor a college kid, 

send Hannah Grove an email at Hannah.Grove@ 

relchurch.net or call her at church for more 

information! 

 

LOCAL & WORLD SERVICE 
TOGETHER A GREATER GOOD 

To date, our church TAGGers 

have raised more than $2000 for 

church projects sponsored by the 

Local & World Service Team.  

https://forms.gle/MWv3ZDky1jzV178S9
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfyewo1ezgmqLr7dV8w69Ej3AoS9PcelGX6rs0gO7W3X8OCKg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfyewo1ezgmqLr7dV8w69Ej3AoS9PcelGX6rs0gO7W3X8OCKg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfyewo1ezgmqLr7dV8w69Ej3AoS9PcelGX6rs0gO7W3X8OCKg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfyewo1ezgmqLr7dV8w69Ej3AoS9PcelGX6rs0gO7W3X8OCKg/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:Hannah.Grove@relchurch.net
mailto:Hannah.Grove@relchurch.net
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Download the app to your smartphone and 

choose RELC as the supported organization. 

You can also drop your receipts at the office. 

When you purchase from a TAGG business, it will 

donate up to 5% of your total purchase to RELC. 

------------------------------------------------------- 

The Local & World Service Team invites 

you to do the TAGG of the MONTH! 

            

                MAY is  

         Dunkin’ Donuts 

168th & Cornhusker, Gretna 

                    They will donate 5% of your receipt.

HEALTH MINISTRY TEAM 
Greetings from your Health Ministry Team! 

He is risen!  Hallelujah! 

During this Easter season, the Health Ministry 

Team invites you and your family to participate 

in the Road to Emmaus Walking and Wellness 

Program.  In this program, which begins May 

1st, we are invited to walk along with Jesus on 

the road to Emmaus.  Each week of the 8-week 

program, participants are invited to set a walking 

or physical activity goal, in addition to learning 

about a different dimension of health- physical, 

emotional, intellectual, social, spiritual, vocational, 

and financial wellbeing.  Each week, the program 

facilitator will email you providing encouragement 

and a reminder to turn in your weekly physical 

activity minutes.   

To sign up for the program, watch for a table at 

church with program materials or email Karen 

at bkhitz@cox.net.  Road to Emmaus program 

materials can be sent to participants via email 

or can be picked up at church. 

God’s desire for us is to be healthy- in body, 

mind, and spirit.  In John 10:10 (ISV), Jesus 

reminds us, “I’ve come that they may have life, 

and have it abundantly.” 

We hope you will join us as we walk with Jesus 

on the Road to Emmaus! 

Here’s to your health! 

-------------------------------------------------------- 

Exercise Classes 

The Health Ministry Team is 

excited to resume activities at 

Resurrection that promote 

whole-person health.  These activities include: 

• Low Impact Exercise Class – (Masks are 

strongly encouraged)  

o Fridays at 9:00 a.m. 

• Blood Pressure Checks – (Masks are 

required) 

o Second Saturdays-5:00 p.m. (before the 

5:30 p.m. Saturday service) 

o Second Sundays-between services  

• Tai Chi classes – Tentatively scheduled to 

resume on Monday, September 12, 2022. 

-------------------------------------------------------- 

We had a fun time celebrating Earth Day with all of 

you.  We shared our orange recycling bags, along 

with information on how to recycle.  George and 

Karen Jahn were the winners of our Henry Doorly 

Zoo ticket giveaway. Congratulations! 

 

CARE TEAM 
The Prayer Team will now be 

the Care Team with an official 

RELChurch e-mail address. 

Prayer is a vital part of our 

faith. The Care Team mission 

will continue to be to pray for those in need and to 

share requested prayers with those on the contact 

mailto:bkhitz@cox.net
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list via e-mail, phone call, and in the weekly 

bulletins. The Care Team is broadening its mission 

to also include connecting those in need with 

additional services available through 

Resurrection. For example, the Health Ministry 

team may be able to assist with providing needs 

like walkers or wheelchairs for in home use or 

assistance in answering medical related questions. 

Some may be in need of Care Meals or request 

a visit from Pastor James and communion. The 

Care Team is here to support our faith family 

both spiritually and physically. If you or someone 

you know is in need, you may reach out to the 

Care Team or the church office for additional 

assistance. Let Tammy Williams know if you are 

interested in joining the team. The Care Team 

meets the 4th Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. 

All are welcome. 

Going forward, prayer requests will be sent out 

from CareTeam@relchurch.net. You may need 

to update settings in your e-mail to allow e-mails 

from CareTeam@relchurch.net, so the e-mails 

aren’t blocked or sent to a junk/spam e-mail 

folder. Please e-mail the Care Team if you 

would like to receive e-mails regarding prayer 

requests, change your e-mail address, or to be 

removed from this contact list. This contact list 

will not be shared with others and will only 

send out information from the Care Team. 

 

BENEVOLENCE & MISSION TEAM 

Resurrection Evangelical 

Lutheran Church (RELC) 

distributes 8% of our quarterly 

offering to the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church of America 

(ELCA) Synod to help organizations in need on a 

national & worldwide basis. The purpose of the 

Mission & Benevolence Team is also to provide 

financial assistance to worthy organizations by 

distributing 2% of RELC’s quarter offering with an 

emphasis on local needs. In making our decisions, 

we strive to support RELC’s strategic long-term 

plans and goals. 

Congregation,  

If you know of an organization that has a need 

(i.e. funding) within our community where our 

team might be of assistance, please leave a 

note in our box in the church office.  We will 

prayerfully consider these requests quarterly 

along with the other requests we regularly receive. 

-Thank you, Benevolence & Mission Team 

----------------------------------------------------------- 

1st Quarter 8% ELCA Mission Share - $6,607.15 

1st Quarter 2% Distribution - $1,651.78 

I. We have committed to give $850 per year 

for the next 3 years to Gretna Neighbors 

(2022-2024) to be used towards their 

rental obligation.  Our $212.50 quarterly 

commitment will come off the top leaving 

a balance of $1439.28+$735 received 

from the David Harder Memorial=$2174.28  

to distribute elsewhere. 

II.  $700.00 to NE Synod Disaster Fund 

                    Arapahoe Fires  

III.  $774.28 to Lutheran Family Services 

                     Refugee Services 

IV.  $700.00 to Lutheran Disaster Response 

                    Ukranian Crisis 

Next Meeting Date:  2nd Quarter-July 10, 2022 

---------------------------------------------------- 

Total Lenten Offerings Received:  $4222.00 

All Lenten offerings were divided evenly and sent 

to NE Lutheran Campus Ministries, NE Lutheran 

Outdoor Ministries, Tabitha, Lutheran Family 

Services, Project Hope, Lift-Up Sarpy County 

 

STEWARDSHIP TEAM 
As fellow Christians we believe 

that we are freed in Christ to 

serve and love our neighbor.  So, 

how do we respond to God’s call 

to serve and love our neighbor?  We faithfully 

steward the gifts that God has so abundantly 

given to us.  Stewardship is not just a financial 

response to God’s love but encompasses so 

much more than money.  It is about how we 

use all that God has entrusted to our care – our 

time, talents and possessions - to love God and 

our neighbors, both inside and outside the 

church walls and our homes. 

mailto:CareTeam@relchurch.net
mailto:CareTeam@relchurch.net
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As part of your personal stewardship journey 

we hope that all of you consider participating 

in any of the RELC ministry teams and related 

activities this year – they could all use your time 

and talents!  If you are interested in learning 

more about joining any of the ministry teams, 

please browse our RELC website or call the 

church office. 

Also, a reminder the Gifting Policy is now available 

for everyone to review through a link to the 

document on the Donate page of our RELC 

website at relchurch.net.   All members are 

encouraged to take a look at the policy and get 

familiar with the gifting guidelines to better 

understand the many ways that gifts may be made 

to the church and how those gifts will be used.   

Thank you to everyone for your continued 

service and support to fulfill our mission and 

make all of our RELC ministries successful. 

 

OUTREACH TEAM 
THE RESURRECTION CAFÉ IS OPEN!   

Please join us for coffee, donuts and 

fellowship between services each Sunday.   

We are always looking for individuals/families 

willing to ensure that the coffee and donuts are 

ready and available. All you have to do is make 

coffee, prepare/serve donuts, clean up and 

make people feel welcome. There are step by 

step instructions provided to assist you too! If 

you think you have what it takes to help out, 

stop by the café on Sunday or contact Brenda 

Fleck at 402-399-0661. 

---------------------------------------------------- 

GREETERS NEEDED! 

Our greeter program is always 

looking for more smiling faces 

to welcome others to church. 

We would love to count on 

you to help us welcome members and guests. 

We understand that we are still in a pandemic 

and people have different levels of comfort 

when interacting with others.  With that said, all 

that’s required to greet is to say “good morning” 

and smile!  

Please let us know if you are unable to greet or 

you have any questions, please contact Brenda 

Fleck at 402-399-0661.   

Thanks so much for your part in making RELC a 

friendly, welcoming place of worship! 

---------------------------------------------------- 

RELC VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION-MAY 22ND  

Are you on a Ministry team? 

Do you teach or help with 

Sunday School?  Are you a 

member of a choir or praise 

band?  Are you a member of the quilting group? 

Do you help stack chairs after services?  Have 

you served as a lay reader, usher or acolyte?  If 

you answered yes to any of these questions or 

serve at RELC in any way – you are an RELC 

Volunteer! 

Throughout the Bible, God calls us to be thankful 

and grateful to those who help us. To show 

appreciation for all who volunteer their time and 

talents at RELC, please join us in the courtyard 

between services on Sunday, May 22nd at 9:30 a.m. 

for fellowship, coffee, juice, and pastries. Thanks 

to all who help RELC to fulfill our mission of Sharing 

God’s Word, Showing God’s Love, and Serving 

God. 

 

PROPERTY TEAM 
The property team is always looking 

for new members that like to get 

involved and have fresh new ideas 

for our church properties.  

Please contact Bill Schwarten at 402-290-6300 

if you are interested in joining the team.

 

RELC ARCHIVES TEAM 
EARTH DAY PROJECTS THROUGH THE YEARS 

In April, Resurrection’s Health Ministry Team, as 

a project for Earth Day 2022, distributed starter 

kits and educated us about the Hefty Energy Bag 

(Orange Bag) Recycling Program. In this way we 

are reminded to celebrate God’s creation and that 

He calls us to care for and nurture this incredible 
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gift. This we do by recycling to keep as much 

waste out of the landfills as we can.    

   

The team has been hosting Earth Day projects 

for several years. This month From the Archives 

will take a look at some of the pictures from these 

past activities from 2012, 2013, and 2015.  

 

These projects involved recycling items and 

converting them to new uses. Old road maps 

used to make coasters, and mobiles. Old jean 

seams to make into coasters and bracelets 

other parts to make into dog toys.  

Plastic grocery bags were made into floor mats 

for the homeless. Recycled medicine bottles to 

be used by the kids as tooth fairy bottles. 

Medicine bottles made into key holders to be 

hidden outside. Clothes hangers and nylons 

used for making games to be played outside.  

 

 

These are only a few of the many different 

items that were made from recycled materials 

over the years.   

 

The Archives Team is looking for 

pictures of past church activities or 

any newsletters dated before the 

year 2000.  Please share your old, new, past, or 

present pictures and any stories that go with 

them.   

Contact Jim Eichner at Eichnerj6527@msn.com. 

mailto:Eichnerj6527@msn.com
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WORSHIP & MUSIC TEAM 
Saturday Services  

5:30 p.m. – Blended Service – Sanctuary 

Communion served Saturday before first & 

third Sundays 

Sunday Services  

8:30 a.m. – Traditional Worship – Sanctuary 

Communion served first & third Sundays  

9:40-10:30 a.m. – Adult Forum – Conference Room 

10:45 a.m. – Contemporary Worship – Fellowship Hall 

Communion served second & fourth Sundays  

Online Worship Services 

➢ YouTube: (Watch Live or Uploaded Service) 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjXn

hZfhxipkc5ZTA6SrHUw 

➢ Facebook: 

Facebook.com/RELCgretna  

NEW SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

(Memorial Day – Labor Day) 

8:30 a.m. – Traditional Worship 

10:00 a.m. – Contemporary Worship 

No Saturday worship, programming, or café 

between services. 

Single services will be held on the following 

weekends. 

May 29th – 10:00 a.m. at Peterson Park 

                   Table Grace Food Truck  

July 3rd – 10:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall 

July 31st – 10:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall 

                  (Gretna Days) 

September 4th – 10:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall 

Regular programming will resume the second 

weekend of September. 

---------------------------------------------------- 

Music Rehearsal 

Praise Band will rehearse at 7:00 p.m. 

every Wednesday. Chancel and 

Bell Choir will be on a summer 

break until September.  Watch for 

more information in your August Messenger. 

If you are interested in joining our Chancel Choir 

or Bell Choir this fall, contact Dr. Matt Hill at 

matt@singomaha.org. 

GOD HAS NOT GIVEN UP ON YOU. 

‘Being confident of this, that He who began a 

good work in you will carry on to completion 

until the day of Christ Jesus.’ Philippians 1:6. 

Do you have problems with ‘stick-ability’ or 

completing a task that you started?  How many 

of us have a load of “unfinished symphonies”, 

whether they are craft works, maintenance jobs 

or a degree that we started but never finished.  

Not being able to see things through to 

completion seems to be something that so 

many of us are guilty of. 

Aren’t you glad that God is not like us? 

He not only looks at us in our sin and need and 

sees a thing of incredible potential, but He is 

prepared to work with us for the rest of our lives, 

changing us, as we allow Him access, to become 

more and more like Him.  He will present us to 

His Father as complete and Christlike, without 

fault and blameless. 

God has begun a masterpiece in your life and 

He will bring it to completion too.   You are a 

work in progress so don’t give up.  God hasn’t 

given up on you. 

For I, the LORD your God, hold your right 

hand; it is I who say to you, “Do not fear, I 

will help you.” -Isaiah 41:13 

God will never take something away from you 

without the intention of replacing it with 

something much better!  So whatever didn’t 

work out for you as you planned, is God’s way 

of saying I’ve got something much better. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjXnhZfhxipkc5ZTA6SrHUw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjXnhZfhxipkc5ZTA6SrHUw
mailto:matt@singomaha.org
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March Finance Report 
 

 Mar '22 YTD '22 Budget '22 

  (3 month) (12 months) 

Income:    

   Local Offering $36,147  $82,589  $350,000  

   Other Giving $5,674  $11,058  $40,250  

General Budget Total $41,821  $93,647  $390,250  
    

Expenses:    

   Administrative $20,502  $64,670  $274,905  

   Benevolence $0  $12,091  $40,000  

   Christian Education $0  $0  $6,370  

   Health Ministry $0  $0  $1,050  

   Outreach $198  $652  $5,500  

   Property $1,761  $8,116  $47,450  

   Stewardship $0  $0  $200  

   Technology $131  $771  $2,660  

   Worship and Music $846  $2,054  $12,035  

General Budget Total $23,437  $88,354  $390,170  

Net Profit (Loss) $18,384  $5,293  $80  
    

  Mar '21 YTD '21  

Total Income  $35,876  $77,637   

Total Expenses $27,582  $76,834   

      

Net Profit (Loss) $8,293  $803   
 

Connectors: Thank you for agreeing to be a greeter and for 

providing a warm welcome to our members and visitors as they 

arrive for worship! If you are unable to be here for your designated 

Sunday, you are responsible to find your own substitute.  If you no 

longer want to be on the greeter schedule, please contact Brenda 

Fleck and Anne Brodin. 

 

Traditional Service 8:30 am  

   5/1     Larry Rippe & Beth Rippe 

   5/8   Dave & Shelley Schram 

   5/15   Judy Osbahr, Carolyn Strong 

   5/22   Bill & Debbie Schwarten 

Contemporary 10:45 am 

   5/1     Becky Schnack, Brenda Fleck, Sheri Feala, Deb Mindrup 

   5/8    Mark & Shelly Grimm, Jon & Renee Gross 

   5/15   Richard & Nancy Ayer 

   5/22   Kyle & Nicole Slusher, Deb Wallman 

 

 Servers in May 
Head Usher: 

   5:30 pm (Sat.) Open 
  8:30 am (Sun.) Rich Killingsworth       
 10:45 am (Sun.) Mark Grimm 

 Flowers & Bulletins: Barb Westenburg 

Altar Guild: Connie Walters, Renee Gross,  
                     Pam Dauner        

Lay Readers:  
-Saturday 5:30 pm – Open (5/7, 5/21),  
                                   Carrie Grove (5/14)  
-Sunday 8:30 am – Kris Wagner (5/1, 5/8),  
                                  Tiffany Honeyman (5/15),  
                                   Wendy Hirschfeld (5/22) 
-Sunday 10:45 am (5/29-1 service @ 10:00am, 
                                   Peterson Park) 
                                 – Deb Wallman  

Church Council Schedule:  
-Saturday Blended 5:30 pm 
   5/7      Rich Killingsworth 
   5/14    Becky Wagner 
   5/21    Rich Killingsworth 
   5/28    One Service-5/29-10:00 am 

          Peterson Park 
-Traditional 8:30 am   
   5/1      Rich Killingsworth, Shelley Schram 
   5/8      Becky Wagner 
   5/15    Rich Killingsworth, Shelley Schram 
   5/22   Rich Killingsworth 
   5/29   One Service-10:00 am 

          Peterson Park 
-Contemporary 10:45 am 
   5/1      Brian Roeber, Darren Elliott  
 5/8      Jonathan Rippe, Open 
   5/15    Jonathan Rippe, Darren Elliott 
   5/22   Shelley Schram 
   5/29   Becky Wagner (10:00 am Peterson Park) 

Acolytes: www.relchurch.net, click sign-ups    
-Saturday Blended 5:30 pm 
   5/7      Open 
   5/14    Lexi Wagner 
   5/21    Killingsworth 
   5/28    One Service-5/29-10:00 am 

          Peterson Park 
-Traditional 8:30 am   
   5/1      Killingsworth 
   5/8      Lexi Wagner 
   5/15    Killingsworth 
   5/22   Killingsworth 
   5/29   One Service-10:00 am 

           Peterson Park  
-Contemporary 10:45 am 
   5/1      Ava Honeyman, Gavin Honeyman 
 5/8      Open 
   5/15    Luke Mefford, Carsten Slusher 
   5/22   Open 
   5/29   Lexi Wagner (10:00 am Peterson Park)      

http://www.relchurch.net/
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Rich and Wendy Killingsworth 5/1 23    
Robert and Lisa Roseland 5/2 24    
David and Shelley Schram 5/8 30    
Ron Liermann and Suzanne Jennings 5/13 22    
Sean and Becki Reagan 5/16 24    
Welford and Donna Jesz 5/17 63    
Larry and Judi Kersten 5/21 56    
Jeremy and Jennifer Reineke 5/22 29    
   

   

   

   

   

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 

Josephine Beiting May 1 

Tayler Karas May 1 

Heidi Raess May 1 

Tristian Wright May 1 

Susie Larsen May 3 

Eric Pinkall May 4 

Grant Long May 5 

Kensie Long May 5 

Alexis Pedersen May 5 

Joshua Ellingson May 8 

Shane Frahm May 8 

Simon Gissler May 8 

Lance Pinkall May 8 

Levi Ekue May 9 

Story Keffer May 9 

Andrew Rongisch May 9 

Chad Reynoldson May 10 

Cheyenne Johnson May 11 

Micaela Goff May 12 

Jean Schnack May 12 

Everley Shea May 13 

Nicole Charvat May 14 

Jennifer Hardy May 14 

Grace Hill May 14 

Sam Waller May 14 

Lincoln Shea May 15 

Zane Mindrup May 16 

Sheri Roberts May 16 

Landen Wagner May 17 

Logan Asche May 19 

Harrison Palser May 20 

Mya Williams May 20 

Kirk McClellan May 21 

Bernice Schnack May 21 

Janet Sharples May 21 

Amber Keasling May 22 

Nick Kwasniewski May 23 

Taylor Stamm May 23 

Justin Haugen May 24 

Claire Palser May 24 

Emma Jahn May 25 

Michael Ortiz May 25 

Terry Legacie May 26 

Richard Ayer May 27 

Kason Schwery May 27 

Kyle Slusher May 27 

Allison Feala May 28 

Ed Joyce May 28 

Roger Krambeck May 29 

Dylan Pelan May 29 

Lydia Stednitz May 29 

Reggie Stednitz May 29 

Addilynn Milliman May 30 

Jeff Roberts May 30 

Rachel Rohrs May 31 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

N   Name                                                       Date    Years 

   

 

 

  

Bryan and Rochelle Schuka 5/24 19    
Matt and Elizabeth Flynn 5/25 17    
Russell and Denise McKay 5/26 38    
Alex and Samantha Beiting 5/28 11    
Charles and Sharon Barkley 5/29 67    
Jay and Sheri Feala 5/30 41 

Alan and Heather Parks 5/30 24 

   

   

 

N   Name                                              Date    Years 
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ADS & OPPORTUNITIES 

RELC GOLF LEAGUE We are playing golf again 

this year, and the 2022 league will be 

a little different from last year. We will 

still play a recreational league (all skill 

levels are welcome) on Thursday 

nights at Ashland Golf Club, which is about one 

mile south of Ashland on Highway 6. We will 

have a 6:00 P.M. shotgun start, and pairings will 

be announced at the course each week.  

What’s changed? You will be paying $195 for 12 

rounds of golf starting Thursday, May 5th 

running through August 4th. If your schedule 

doesn’t permit all 12 weeks, please consider the 

½ year option – you will purchase 6 rounds of 

golf and the prizes for $105. The first night is 

Thursday, May 5th, and we will play every week 

after that except June 9th. We hope to have an 

end of season awards banquet/dinner in 

August, but we are not going to add that cost 

into the dues.   

The signup sheet will be put up in the Café area 

of the church.  Please include your email 

address and phone number to contact you 

when weather is an issue.   

If you have any questions, please contact Kris 

Wagner at wags21@gmail.com or Rich 

Armstrong at rich@insconcepts.com. 

F3(Fridays, Firepits, Fellowship) IS BACK 

F3 is Back @ RELC this Spring 

with Fridays, Firepits and 

Fellowship at the Wagners. Join 

us on May 13th & June 3rd, 7-9 p.m., at 20024 

Covington Circle, Gretna. Bring a chair and 

beverage of choice. ?s, Contact Becky Wagner  

MAY ADULT FORUM 

Join us every Sunday, May 1-22, 

for the adult education hour at 

9:40 a.m. in the RELC Conference 

Room. We will explore the Apostles’ Creed, which 

summarized the apostle’s preachings and teachings 

concerning the gospel of Jesus Christ. It was 

written about 300 years after the birth of Christ 

and is the foundation of our Christian beliefs. 

OWLs 55 & OVER GROUP 

The OWL’s are planning a dinner out 

on Wednesday, May 18th, at 5:30 

p.m. at Lazlo’s Brewery & Grill. Join 

us for a fun night out. If you’re 

planning to go, please sign up on the sign-up 

sheet on the OWL’s bulletin board by the south 

hallway by Sunday, May 15th.  If you would like to 

carpool, please meet at the church no later than 

4:45 p.m.  For more information, please contact 

Steve or Diane Bergman at 309-332-3972. 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY  

“Awakening to a Grand New Day” 

The Women of Resurrection Bible 

study will meet on the third Tuesday 

of every month at 9:00 a.m. at the church.  

Please join us as we renew friendships again. 

2022 LAY READERS NEEDED 

If you love to read and are available 

for our Saturday, 5:30 p.m. or 

Sunday, 8:30 a.m. or 10:45 a.m. 

worship service, WE NEED YOU!  

We are looking for individuals to read two lessons 

during our worship services. Please go to our sign-

up listed on our website at www.relchurch.net.  

THEOLOGY ON TAP 
 Anyone over 21 is invited to join us 

on the first Tuesday of each month 

at 7:00 p.m. at Lansky’s on 16918 

Morgan Ave., Ste. 1, Gretna (168th & hwy. 370).  

Feel free to bring a friend and enjoy some 

fellowship time together. 

RELC QUILTERS  

The RELC Quilters group will be 

meeting on the 2nd & 4th Tuesday of 

every month at 1:00 p.m. in the 

Resurrection café.  

If you have any unused cotton or cotton blend         

cotton material (scraps too, if they are large 

enough for quilt squares), please consider donating 

these items to help to defray the costs of our 

mailto:wags21@gmail.com
mailto:rich@insconcepts.com
http://www.relchurch.net/
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donated quilts. Contact Judy Feit or Susan Clegg 

with questions. 

FUNERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS/LUNCHEON  

To keep you better informed when we 

have a funeral/luncheon at Resurrection, 

we are sending out detailed emails of the 

service.  We have also been attaching a sign-up 

genius asking for desserts and workers to help 

during this difficult time for the family.  If you do 

not receive emails and you would like someone to 

call you about the luncheon needs, please let Karron 

Brugmann know at 402-332-3562 and she will add 

you to a list to call.  

THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS 

 Thank you to all our Thrivent 

participants that have included 

Resurrection as a benefactor of your 

Thrivent Choice Dollars.  If you would 

like to include Resurrection as your Thrivent 

Choice recipient, you can visit thrivent.com/ 

thriventchoice or call 1-800-847-4836 and when 

prompted, say “Thrivent Choice.”  

2022 Thrivent Choice Dollars Donated:  $485.00 

2022 FLOWER/BULLETIN SIGN UP 

            SIGN-UP NOW!!     

Please consider signing up for altar 

flowers and bulletins for 2022. Go 

to our website or call the church 

office to get signed up today at 402-332-3383.  

The suggested donation for bulletin sponsorship 

is $20. Thank you for your kindness. 

PRAYER REQUESTS  

If you would like us to pray for you 

or someone you know, please fill 

out the prayer sheet in your bulletin, 

send the office an email, or give the 

office a call to give your church family the 

opportunity to add it to their daily prayers!!!  If 

you are going into the hospital, be sure and let 

the office know so that we can be there for you 

with prayerful support. All prayer requests will 

be added to the bulletin for one month only, 

unless you contact us to let us know that further 

prayers are needed.  God bless you! 

HOSPITAL VISITS  

If you or a family member is going 

into the hospital, be sure and let Pr. 

James Sells or the office know so we 

can be there for you in prayerful support. 

PERSONAL INFORMATION CHANGES?  

Do you have a name, address, 

phone number or email change?  If 

so, please contact the office by 

phone at 402-332-3383 or email us 

at theoffice@relchurch.net. If you would like us 

to have an emergency contact number, please 

include that as well.  

PROJECT HOPE FOOD PANTRY  

Our church supports the Project 

Hope Food Pantry.  Drop off all 

items food or very gently used 

clothing donations at the 

Outreach Corner.  

Monetary donations can be sent to:  Project 

Hope, Inc., 6201 N. 60th Street, Omaha, NE 68104 

or go to projecthopeomaha.org to make an online 

donation. GENTLY used clothing can also be 

delivered to Project Hope at their lower east 

door on Tuesday or Thursday between 11:00 

a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

Food Needs: 

Cereal, Oatmeal, Pancake Mix, Pancake Syrup, 

Fruit Cups, Canned Beans, Baked Beans, Refried 

Beans, canned Meats (Chicken, Salmon, Tuna, 

etc.), Rice or Pasta Sides, Ramen Noodles, Broth, 

Salsa, Box Potatoes, Crackers, BBQ Sauce, Peanut 

Butter, Jelly/Jam, Brownie Mis, Condiments 

(Ketchup, Mustard, mayo, & Salad Dressings), 

Small Bottles Cooking Oil, Microwave Popcorn, 

& Fruit Juice. 

Personal Care & Household Needs: 

Shampoo, Conditioner, Body Wash, Deodorant, 

Toothpaste, Toothbrushes, Hand Soap & Hand 

Sanitizer, Sunscreen, Band Aids, Bug Repellent, Small 

Bottles of Liquid Dish Soap & Small Bottles of Laundry 

Detergent, Facial Tissues, Paper Towels, Toilet Paper 

Baby/Clothing Needs:   

Baby Wipes, Diapers Size 5, Formula, & Pull-Ups 

mailto:theoffice@relchurch.net
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Collect Family Fare Receipts 

     Direct Your Dollars is a receipt-

based program sponsored by the 

Family Fare stores.  You can help 

us raise money simply by doing 

something you do each week & going to the 

grocery store.  Send receipts to Project Hope. 

GRETNA NEIGHBORS FOOD PANTRY 

The pantry will continue with our "open pantry 

hours" the first and third Saturday morning of 

each month from 9-11 a.m. and the second 

Wed. evening of the month from 6-7 p.m. We are 

located at 107 Cort Plaza in Gretna. 

The next open pantry dates are as follows: 

Saturday, May 7th             

9-11 a.m. 

Wednesday, May 11th        

6-7 p.m. 

Saturday, May 21st          

9-11 a.m. 

Prebagged items will be handed out. Anyone 

who has need living in the Gretna school district 

is eligible (please bring proof of residency). 

Watch for signing directions when you arrive, 

and someone will be available to help you. 

RELC – WAYS TO GIVE YOUR OFFERINGS 

               MAIL 

 

Resurrection Evangelical Lutheran Church 

153 S McKenna Avenue, Gretna, NE 68028 

Please include your designation (general, building, 

memorial) in the memo line of your check to 

ensure it goes to area you would like it to go to. 

 

TEXT 

Text to 402-875-6081 and type $amount (eg $10) 

in the message to set up a one-time or recurring 

donation.   
  
            ONLINE 

Visit www. Relchurch.net 

Click the Vanco symbol to set up a one time or 

recurring donation. 

SEND US YOUR PICTURES  

If you have any pictures you’d like 

included in the Messenger or on 

Facebook, please email them to the 

office. We’d enjoy seeing what your 

team is doing or what’s happening in your groups. 

PLEASE NOTE – IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO ENSURE THAT YOU HAVE 

PERMISSION OF ALL PEOPLE WITHIN YOUR PHOTOS TO SHARE ON SOCIAL 

MEDIA OUTLETS BEFORE SUBMITTING. WE WANT TO SHARE THESE MEMORIES 

BUT ALSO RESPECT THE PRIVACY OF OTHERS. 

PRAYER SHAWL GROUP  

If you knit or crochet, or would like to 

learn, you are invited to join the RELC 

Prayer Shawl Group!  We create 

shawls that are available for anyone 

in our congregation to be distributed to friends 

or family going through a personal crisis, whether it 

is illness, loss or other concern.  We also have 

some cancer hats and “prayer squares” available!  

Blankets for our newly baptized little ones are also 

made by our members!  If you have any questions 

or would like to be involved in making some of 

these items, contact Karen Hitz at 402-212-2589. 

*If you know of someone who is in need of a 

prayer shawl, prayer square or cancer hat at this 

time, please call the office at 402-332-3383. 

SAVE YOUR LABELS!  

The Local and World Service team is 

collecting Best Choice labels.  The 

money raised will be donated to Gretna 

Neighbors and Project Hope.  Just purchase Best 

Choice products (locally at McKinney’s and Super 

Saver), cut out the UPC code with Best Choice 

written above it, and place in the box by the 

food donation corner with the yellow shelving. 

We are collecting box tops for education.  

Please trim the edges and drop them 

in the box in food donation corner. 

ALUMINUM CAN COLLECTION!  

Bring your empty cans for Least of My 

Brethen to the container outside of the 

west door of the church-in the alley. 

We please ask that you do not crush them.  

The can needs to be visible for refund purposes.  

 Donate  
      or  
Pay Here 

 

http://www/
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SAVE YOUR POP TABS! 

The Ronald McDonald house is still 

collecting pop tabs.  Please drop off 

your tabs by the food donation 

corner with the yellow shelving.  Your 

tabs will help cover costs that support families with 

a seriously ill or injured child. 

 

WITH SYMPATHY 
Our thoughts and prayers go out 

to the family of Jennifer and Jeremy 

Reineke.  Jennifer’s mother, Carol 

Helsing passed away on March 25th. God bless 

Jennifer’s family during this time.  

----------------------------------------------------- 

Our thoughts and prayers go out 

to the Ellingson family on the 

passing of Marilyn’s mother, 

Geraldine Bohling. Please pray for 

comfort and strength for his family during this 

difficult time. 

 

NEW MEMBERS 

We are pleased to welcome new 

members this May to the RELC 

Family! New members will be received 

on April 30th and May 1st at their 

preferred services. Please give these families a 

warm welcome when you see them next: 

Bob and Kathy Keasling, Austin and Sylvia Hammer, 
Dan and Carrie Grove, Larry Peterson, Jennifer Reiche  

Welcome to our family, we are blessed to have you! 

 

A NOTE OF THANKS 
Dear Resurrection members 

Letter 1:  It is with great appreciation 

that I write to thank you for your 

support with your donations of food, personal care 

items, diapers, and clothing items filing a grocery 

cart delivered to Project Hope, Inc. on both March 

2nd and the 10th.  Your donations help us provide 

much needed help to those who come to us for 

assistance and hope. 

Letter 2:  It is with great appreciation that I write to 

thank you for your support with your donation of 3 

bags of clothing items delivered to Project Hope, 

Inc. on March 23rd.  Your donations help us provide 

much needed help to those who come to us for 

assistance and hope. 

Letter 3:  It is with great appreciation that I write to 

thank you for your continued support with your 

donation of food, personal care items, diapers, and 

pull-ups, filling several grocery carts and delivered to 

Project Hope, Inc. during the month of April on the 

9th and 12th.  

Project hope is proud that we are able to offer our 

clients food, clothing, and personal care items at no 

cost and that is because of the donations such as 

yours from local churches and organizations. 

Your generosity allows us to serve the hungry and 

those in need during difficult times.  Thank you so 

much for choosing to support Project Hope and our 

mission. 

-Blessings to you, Veda Keebler, Exec. Director  

----------------------------------------------------- 

The property team would like to thank the 

numerous volunteers that helped with the Spring 

cleanup of the church. Your assistance in helping 

to beautify our church grounds is extremely 

appreciated. RELC volunteers are the best.  

-Thanks everyone, RELC Property Team 

-----------------------------------------------------

A huge “Thank you” to LeRoy 

Hoyer for the creation of a 

beautiful new wooden cross 

that we received as a gift.  We 

received it in time to use at 

our Easter Sunrise service.  It 

will be displayed in our east 

Narthex after the Easter season. 

Thank you for this new addition. 

----------------------------------------------------- 

A huge thank you to Karen Hitz for using her 

Thrivent Action Plan to purchase the Green 

Team’s Hefty Earth Day bags.  They handed out 

bags at RELC and mailed over 100 bags to those 

who were unable to be here that day.  
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Dear Faith Family 

The Mission & Benevolence team would like to 

extend a very warm ‘thank you’ for the 

monetary gifts you provided during our Lenten 

Season. You donated a total of $4,222 which 

equates to $703.67 for each of the following 

organizations: Project Hope, Table Grace Café, 

Nebraska Lutheran Outdoor Ministries, Lutheran 

Family Services, Lift Up Sarpy County, and Lutheran 

Campus Ministry (The Lutheran Center). Thank 

you so much for your love and support during 

Lent.  May we also extend to you a hearty 

thanks from our recipients because they will be 

blessed by your generosity. ~Peace~  
----------------------------------------------------- 

Thank you to 

everyone who 

generously 

donated items 

for Project 

Hope to help 

restock their shelves during the Lenten season.  

Your contributions are much appreciated. 

-Local & World Service Team 

----------------------------------------------------- 
Dear RELC 

Gifts are designated for: 

1/21/2022, ELCA World Hunger, $1000.00 

Thank you for your gifts given to your synod, 

received by ELCA World Hunger in January 2022.   

This is the season of reflection and sacrifice, but also 

a season of hope.  As we walk the 40-day journey 

of Lent, we know that we are walking toward Easter 

and the promise of renewal.  Your gifts to the 

ministries of the ELCA are bringing that promise 

and hope to your neighbors around the world. 

Your generosity is getting at the root causes of 

hunger and poverty in over 60 countries, including 

the United States.  It is providing access to clean 

water, health care, agriculture, livestock, education, 

and peace and justice.  Through your gifts, you are 

joining with the whole church as we work toward a 

just world where all are fed. 

You are creating new beginnings.  Thank you for 

sharing the hope of new life and the fullness of 

Christ’s joy. 

-In Christ,  

Rev. Robin Brown, Director, Congregational Generosity 

FROM THE OFFICE 

 
 

*Check out the Communication Schedule located 

on the south bulletin board to see when 

information is due to the office. 

JUNE MESSENGER ARTICLES ARE DUE: 
• Sunday, May 15th by 12:00 p.m. 

BULLETIN ANNOUCEMENTS ARE DUE: 
• Wednesday morning by 10:00 a.m. 

--------------------------------------------------------- 

OUR COMMUNICATION APP! 

 

 

This app allows us to communicate about 

emergency cancellations. Enter this link into 

your browser https://band.us/n/a3ae23c8A9i3b 

or scan the QR code to join and be the first to 

know about any schedule changes due to 

severe weather or other emergencies! 

----------------------------------------------------- 

OPPORTUNTIES WITHIN RELC 
The following opportunities are available NOW! 

Paid Positions: 
• Part-Time Worship Service Accompanist 

Contact: Matt@singomaha.org 

Volunteer Needs: 
• Sound Board Technician, PowerPoint 

Assistant, Electric Guitarist  
Contact: Matt@singomaha.org 

May BIBLE MEMORY VERSE  

               Matthew 5:16 

  16In the same way, let your light 

  shine before others, so that they  

                may see your good works and give  

                    glory to your Father in heaven. 

https://band.us/n/a3ae23c8A9i3b
mailto:Matt@singomaha.org
mailto:Matt@singomaha.org
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Contact Information 

Pastor James Sells 

     In the office: T-F, 9am-3pm 

  Tuesday-Thursday by appointment 

    402-759-6347 

  PastorJames@relchurch.net  

Ms. Hannah Grove 

         In the office: Fri, 8am-4pm & Sat, 11am-7pm 

       Tuesday, Wednesday, Sunday by appointment 

  402-983-2456 

  Hannah.Grove@relchurch.net  

Office Hours 

  9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., Tuesday-Friday 

Church Phone Number 

  402-332-3383 

Email Address for Church 

  theoffice@relchurch.net 

Church Website 

  www.relchurch.net 

 

A PRAYER FOR MAY, 

Martin Luther’s Prayer – The Empty Vessel 

Behold, Lord, An empty vessel that needs to be 

filled. My Lord, fill it. I am weak in faith; 

Strengthen thou me. I am cold in love; Warm me 

and make me fervent That my love may go out 

to my neighbour. I do not have a strong and firm 

faith; At times I doubt and am unable to trust 

thee altogether. O Lord, help me. 

Strengthen my faith and trust in thee. In thee I 

have sealed the treasures of all I have. I am poor; 

Thou art rich and didst come to be merciful to 

the poor. I am a sinner; Thou art upright. With me 

there is an abundance of sin; In thee is the fullness 

of righteousness. Therefore, 

I will remain with thee of who I can receive But 

to whom I may not give.    Amen.  

 

 Source:  Martin Luther [Die Gebete Luthers, #204] 

 

Return Service Requested 

RESURRECTION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

153 S McKenna Ave. 

Gretna, Nebraska 68028 

 

mailto:PastorJames@relchurch.net
mailto:Hannah.Grove@relchurch.net
mailto:theoffice@relchurch.net
http://www.relchurch.net/

