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 MESSENGER 

  
 

From the Pastor’s Desk  
Dear friends,  

I put fingers to keyboard while our kids are on Spring 
Break in Texas. The weather is beautiful, the air smells 
of home, and it is wonderful to visit places of my 
youth. When I visit here, it draws me into a different 
frame of mind, and it is useful to have this pulling happen. Most of us have 
a place like that, maybe a cabin or a lake or a mountain that is visited 
throughout one’s life. A place that pulls one out of the ruts made in the 
everyday places of life, such as work and our relationships. Those special 
places that can refocus energy and minds. 

If you have been participating in the Lenten preparations for Easter, then you 
would know that we have been looking of these well-worn spaces in our lives 
for encounters with Christ that can pull us out of the spiritual ruts that we 
so easily fall into that lead us away from discipleship towards disinterested 
practice of faith.  

Looking at the whole of Lent, a pattern has emerged of exploring these 
encounters with the Lord in very broad places, like the world, and are being 
drawn down to very specific places, like in the sacraments. All of this is leading 
to the very point during Holy Week where God encounters humanity. This 
very specific space is celebrated on Good Friday and is located at the cross. 
This very special place is one that Christians cannot approach without being 
pulled out of the ruts of apathy or sin. Nor can we appreciate the joy of Easter 
and victory of Resurrection without the sorrow and brutality of the crucifixion. 

I pray that as we move through this most holy time of the year that God will call 
you out of the ruts that have been worn in your life so that you can experience 
the freedom and renewal of the Easter dawn. The church will, of course, 
walk with you on the way, through devotions, special services, and prayer.   

God's blessings and peace be with you as we travel together towards the 
cross and empty tomb. 

Blessings, 

 
Pr. James W. Sells 
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RESURRECTION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  
Pastor’s Report, February 16th – March 13th          

PASTORAL DUTIES: 
Visitations: 10 

Baptism: 5 
02/18: Shay Briese 
03/06: Junior Killingsworth, Ryker Killingsworth, 
Finley Killingsworth, Dawson Killingsworth  

Funeral: 1 
02/18: Jim Yarbrough 

RELC ACTIVITIES: 
02/16: - Staff Meeting 
 - 7th Grade Confirmation Class 
 - Parent/Pastor Confirmation Project 

Meeting: Most of the parents were able 
to come and hear the plans for the 
confirmation classes throughout the 
season of Lent.  

02/17: - Pre-Marital Counseling 
02/18: -  Jim Yarbrough Funeral 
02/19: - Saturday Evening Service with Briese 
               Baptism 
02/20: - Early Service 
 - Late Service 
02/22: - Text Study 
 - Care Team Meeting: Meeting was on 

the schedule, but I was the only one in 
attendance.  

02/23: - Staff Meeting 
 - 7th Grade Confirmation Class 
02/26: - Saturday Evening Service 
02/27: - Early Service (Lift Up Sarpy TT) 
 - Late Service (Lift up Sarpy TT) 
 - Council Retreat: Left after communion 

 procedures and yearly theme 
              orientation for John’s birthday.  
03/01: - Text Study 
 - Theology on Tap 
03/02: - Lenten Devotional 
 - Noon Imposition of Ashes: 1 participant 
 - Ash Wednesday Service: Service was 

well attended. More chairs were 
required twice before service began. 
This service also received over 80 views 
online.  

03/03: - Lenten Devotional 
 - Pre-Marital Counseling 
 - Care Team Meeting: Discussed the 

upcoming Labyrinth project.  
03/04: - Meeting with Erick H.  
 - Daily Devotional 
03/05: - Daily Devotional 
 - Saturday Evening Service 
03/06: - Early Service with Killingsworth 
              Baptisms (Project Hope TT) 
 - Adult Forum: Preparing for the 
              Encounter 
 - Late Service (Project Hope TT) 
03/08: - Text Study 
 - Daily Devotional 
 - Laying Out Labyrinth  

         - New Member Process Meeting: 
Productive meeting with members of 
the congregation and Outreach. Resulted 
in a tightening of expectations and 
protocols when new members are received. 
Immediate result is an affirmation of 
baptism to receive members once a 
quarter, the expectation of one new 
member orientation session as well as 
a once a year, new members fellowship 
event hosted by the Outreach Team.  

 - Outreach Meeting 
03/09: - Staff Meeting 
 - Daily Devotional 
 - Soup with OWLs 
 - Confirmation Project Orientation: The 

confirmands were given their scripts 
and adults were shown duties and 
where resources like costumes were 
being stored.  

 - Lenten Worship 
 - Worship and Music Meeting 
03/10: - Daily Devotional 
 - Tech Team Meeting: For this inaugural 

meeting conversation was had about 
the direction and scope of streaming 
tech in the church. Actions steps are 
being taken to incorporate existing 
technologies into one system to make 
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the online experience better while 
being good stewards of our resources.  

03/11: - Daily Devotional 
03/12: - Daily Devotional 
 - Saturday Evening Service 
03/13: - Early Service (NLOM Temple Talk) 
 - Adult Forum: Encountering Christ in 
              the World 
 - Late Service (NLOM Temple Talk)  

Pastoral Reflection: 
As we enter into the season of Lent, I have seen 
increasing signs of devotion to discipleship at 
our congregation. Of the 30 hardcopy editions 
of the Lenten Devotions written by Erick Hill, 
Hannah Grove, and myself only one or two are 
left. Along with the hardcopies, daily views of 
the live stream devotions are holding between 
50 and 100. We have also seen an uptick in 
worship attendance over the past month and 
while in-person attendance remains lower than 
pre-pandemic averages; totals, including online 
services, have been reach beyond pre-pandemic 
levels.  

As the pandemic wanes we have seen a 
noticeable increase of visitors at the church 
which is point towards larger number of new 
families become members. To help the process 
along, new procedures have been established 
to better receive and include these individuals.

Youth & Congregational  
Life Director 

 Happy April! Lent started off 
great with Ash Wednesday. The 
next week our usual midweek 
activities resumed with the 

addition of worship services. I’ve been so happy 
to see you all on Wednesday nights! The church 
is so alive!  

On March 13th, we had a youth fellowship night. 
Fifteen youth joined us to play running games 
and enjoy some pizza. We had so much fun, 
but we lost part of one of our flashlights! 

Hopefully it’ll show up soon, or at least before 
we play gorgon again.  

As part of Sunday School, but open to the 
congregation, we are enjoying a scavenger hunt 
through Easter! Each week there have been 
three letters (or punctuation marks) hidden 
somewhere in the church. Those who find all 
the letters and unscramble them will win a prize! 
Letters from the previous weeks are on the 
bulletin board in the education wing if you’d 
like to join in! 

I’m excited to announce that VBS will be held in 
conjunction with Gretna United Methodist Church 
this year! GUMC has graciously volunteered to 
host VBS July 10th-15th. Be on the lookout for 
registration information for both volunteers 
and kids!  

Hannah Grove 
 

 
When you read the phrase that is posted in 
several places around our church, “YOU BELONG 
HERE,” what does that mean to you?  I’m sure 
it means different things to different people, 
but to me it says I have a place to go that will 
bring me peace, solitude with my savior, and 
fellowship with others.  A place where I can 
come to worship, pray, volunteer, make new 
acquaintances, and rekindle old relationships.  
A place not just for Sunday mornings, but a 
place for anytime I need to “replace a stone” 
and get closer to my church. I am hopeful it 
means the same to you. 

I want to take an excerpt from a sermon that 
Erick Hill give a while back that really touched 
me and I hope it will you too.  

“Thank you for coming to church this morning.  
When you chose to come to worship that is an 
act of discipleship.  And when you chose to take 
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the word of God into your heart that is an act 
of discipleship.  And when you chose to go 
forth from this place of worship and proclaim 
the word of God into the lives of others through 
your thoughts and deeds this too is an act of 
discipleship, and this world needs more disciples.” 

YOU BELONG HERE and YOU ARE A DISCPLE!!! 

See you in church. 

-Sincerely, Bill Schwarten, Council President 
 

          CHURCHWIDE NEWS 
 

Planting Seeds of Faith:  
Nebraska Lutheran 
Outdoor Ministries 

 
“A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; 
and he came looking for fruit on it and found 
none. So he said to the gardener, ‘See here! For 
three years I have come looking for fruit on this 
fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why 
should it be wasting the soil?’ He said, ‘Sir, let it 
alone for one more year, until I dig around it 
and put manure on it. If it bears fruit next year, 
well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.” 

Faith is something that grows over time. It’s not 
something that can be done or grown to check 
a box on a list. Rather, the reality about discipleship, 
faith, and ministry in general, is that one might 
not see the fruits of these labors in any sort of 
human timeline. But what we might witness are 
seeds being planted. Seeds like that of a fig 
tree, which one day might bear fruit. Seeds like 
that might be planted in an experience by a 
child or young adult enjoying outdoor ministry. 
Seeds like might be planted by another person 
in a community or congregation who sees gifts 
in another person and encourages them. 

Every disciple of the Nebraska Synod is a seed 
planter. One of the most obvious ways we live 
this out, is through the ministry of the synod by 
Nebraska Lutheran Outdoor Ministry, including 
camp at Carol Joy Holling and Sullivan Hills. At 

these camps, youth, young adults, and people 
of all ages experience life together, spend time 
growing and sharing, and not just in your typical 
camp type environment, but one grounded in 
our shared faith in God’s love and promises. For 
we believe that though we might all be seed 
planters, we’re not the gardener. That’s God’s 
work, which we’re a part of. But because it’s God’s 
work, the seeds like those planted in a day or 
week spent at camp might not grow into a fig 
tree, someone of deep faith active in their 
congregation, or even a future pastor, deacon, 
or Parish Ministry Associate for many years after. 
Jesus calls us to be like gardener, planting seeds 
and caring for them, trusting that the one who 
brings the nourishing rains and abundant sunshine 
is also the one who is equipping, empowering, 
inviting, and calling all of God’s children. Be a 
seed planter. One easy way to start is to see what 
opportunities might be coming up through NE 
Lutheran Outdoor Ministry and to participate. 
Check out: https://www.nlom.org/ today. 

Nebraska Lutheran Outdoor Ministries is one of 
the many ministries of the Nebraska Synod 
bringing the Word to life in service. Thank you to 
you and your congregation for your support. 
----------------------------------------------------
CAROL JOY HOLLING 

April 9, 2022 
A View West Shores, Waterloo, NE 
Cocktail Attire Recommended 

 
5:00 p.m. Hors d’oeuvres, Silent Auction, Wine & 
Restaurant Pulls 
7:00 p.m. Dinner 
8:00 p.m. Awards Presentation and Live Program 

The Heart of Camp Gala ensures that all children 
have the ability to attend camp. We have a 
policy that no child is turned away from attending 
Carol Joy Holling Camp due to their inability to 
pay. Each year, we help more than 400 children 
attend camp who require financial assistance, 
and this event helps us keep extending the 
invitation to more children. Carol Joy Holling 
Camp also subsidizes every child who attends by 

https://www.nlom.org/
https://www.nlom.org/
https://www.nlom.org/
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almost $300 per child. Please join us at the Heart 
of Camp Gala to help more kids come to camp. 

If you are unable to be here in person, consider 
joining us for our Virtual Event at www.caroljoy 
holling.org/gala.

SEED TEAM 
SUNDAY SCHOOL  

Sunday School is running smoothly! 
We are always in need of assistant 
teachers. Please sign up to help 

under the sign ups tab on the church website!  
Remember: There will be no Sunday school on 
April 10th or 17th for spring break. 
---------------------------------------------------- 
ACOLYTING  
4th-8th Grade Students 

All students, grades 4th-8th are 
invited to sign up for acolyting at 
our Saturday and Sunday worship 

services.  To sign up for our acolyte services please 
go to our sign up at on our website under sign-
ups at https://relchurch.net/sign-ups/. 
--------------------------------------------------------- 
First Communion 2022 

As part of our Faith Stepping 
Stones program, our 5th Graders 
have the opportunity to celebrate 

First Communion! Join us at the 10:45 a.m. 
service on Easter Sunday to celebrate with our 
fifth graders. 
---------------------------------------------------------

CONFIRMATION 
6th Grade Mentor/Mentee Program-2021/22 
The 2021/2022 Mentor/Mentee program is under 
way.  If you would still like to participate in, please 
contact Pr. James about this very important step 
in your spiritual life.  
April 24:  Cross Projects on Display 
----------------------------------------------------
7th Grade Bible Year Confirmation 2021/22 
Join Pr. James each week as you continue to 
grow in faith while learning the scripture and 

the Ten Commandments. This ministry strives 
to help you grow in faith so that you will continue 
to be active in worshiping God and growing in 
his Word. 

Schedule: 
4/06 – Lenten Project 
4/13 – Holy Week 
4/20 – Letter to the Hebrews 
4/27 – Universal Letters 
---------------------------------------------------- 
8th Grade Catechism Year Confirmation 2021/22 
In baptism, we are claimed as God’s children. 
Confirmation is about embracing and living out 
that identity! The central teaching tool we use 
is Martin Luther’s Small Catechism, which helps 
students learn how to read and apply God’s Word 
to their lives. Traditionally, the Catechism was 
also a teaching tool for parents, which is why we 
do what we can to partner with and encourage 
spiritual leaders in the home. 

Schedule: 
4/06 – Lenten Project 
4/13 – Holy Week: No Class 
4/20 – 2nd Article 
4/27 – 3rd Article 
           Apostles’ Creed Quiz 
---------------------------------------------------- 
Confirmation Faith Statements: 2020-21 Class 
 

† † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † 

Addie Schuka 
Joshua 1:9 

Joshua 1:9 states, “Be strong and courageous; 
do not be frightened or dismayed, for the Lord 
your God is with you wherever you go.” To lots 
of people this may seem like every other bible 
verse that people keep as a home screen or write 
in their notebooks, but to me this is everything 
that we need to do in order to trust our Lord. 
There is a reason why every Sunday we read 
the Apostles’ Creed to confess, and understand 
a God of Trinity. God our Father is our authority, 
the creator of all things. God the Son, our savior 
Jesus Christ. Lastly, God the Holy Spirit, God’s 
eternal power. At times people get lost with 
where they are in life with hopes to be someone 
or have something better than what they are. 

https://relchurch.net/sign-ups/
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Although this isn’t the case, we still convince 
ourselves to believe it. While in reality all that 
needs to be done is putting our trust into God.  

First off, be strong. In my life I see strength as 
muscle or how far you can hit the softball. All 
God sees is having the faith to go with what he 
has planned for you. Be courageous, to most 
ordinary people, courageous is to be able to 
stand up against someone, or do something 
great that no one else is willing to do. This can 
be true when you are courageous through God's 
words and ways. Instead of just sitting back 
letting all the wrong things happen, give your 
life to Christ and be willing to make the changes 
that need to be made. Not being frightened or 
dismayed is a hard thing to do for everyone. 
Not just when it comes to haunted houses, or 
greatest fears, but taking that courage and not 
being afraid of the unknown future God has for 
you. It’s a big step to not be scared when letting 
go and giving your life to Christ.  

“For the Lord your God is with you wherever you 
go” is the last part of this verse I've chosen today. 
All the time in my life I get stressed or overwhelmed 
in sports and school. I forget that everything 
happens for a reason and God's plan for me 
should remain in his hands. When I forget that 
God's wonderful presence belongs in my life, I 
have to take a moment and reset knowing my 
purpose on this earth is to fulfill God's word and 
spread my knowledge of him with others. After 
all, those “stresses” are not going to matter in 
the long run, but knowing and being present 
with God is because he writes out my future for 
his heavenly place. Sometimes letting go of the 
reins and being still in God’s plan is all that is 
needed to become me again. Over time since the 
day I was baptized, I’ve been taught how to and 
why we believe. God allows us to be strong and 
courageous. He lifts up our fears and unknowns, 
and after all he is by our side, day after day.

 
 
 

4:12 YOUTH GROUP 
Our Sunday morning middle 
and high school group began 
on February 27th. We are called 
the 4:12 Youth after 1 Timothy 

4:12 which encourages us saying, “Don’t let 
anyone look down on you because you are 
young, but set an example for the believers in 
speech, in conduct, in love, in faith, and in 
purity.” During our meetings at 9:40 a.m. on 
Sundays we will be discussing Katie Brazelton’s 
devotional The Way I’m Wired: discovering who 
GOD made ME to be. Youth can join in at any 
time, just come prepared with your Bible and a 
good attitude! Additionally, I am looking for a 
few more adult leaders to help us in discussion. 
If you are interested, please reach out to me via 
email! 

 

UNDERGROUND ON WEDNESDAYS 7:00 PM 

All 9-12th grade students are invited to join us 
every Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. (during Lent-
6:30) for the Youth Underground programming.  

Schedule: 
4/06: Underground at 6:30 p.m. 
4/13:  No Underground: Holy Week 
4/20: Underground at 7:00 p.m. – Congregational  
          Team of the Month 
4/27: Underground at 7:00 p.m. – Discussion 
          over Questions  
---------------------------------------------------- 
Camping Trip-Ponca State Park 

9th-12th Graders are 
welcome to join us on a 
brief camping trip to 
Ponca State Park on May 

31st-June 2nd. Our programming theme is “40 
Hours in the Wilderness.” There is a $50 
registration fee which can be turned in at the 
church office (if you plan on writing a check,  
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please write it out to RELC Youth). We do not 
want the cost to be a boundary for anyone who 
would like to attend. If this is the case, please 
reach out to me so we can figure something 
out! You can register your youth at https://forms. 
gle/MWv3ZDky1jzV178S9 . Please be on the 
lookout for more information! 
---------------------------------------------------- 
High School Trip to Black Hills 

Do you know a high schooler? 
Invite them to join us on our 
trip this summer to the Black 
Hills! We will join another youth 

group at Carol Joy Holling to go on an 
Adventure Trip from June 5th-10th. Registration 
will open soon, so be on the lookout for the 
registration form! As always, reach out to me 
with any questions. 

 
COLLEGE AGED MINISTRY & 
PROGRAMMING (CAMP) 
CAMP stands for College Aged Ministry Programs! 
This program is for anyone who has graduated 
from high school. All are welcome to attend 
(even if you decided that college wasn’t your 
post-high school plans! We want to connect 
with all of you)! 

S.O.C.K.s Program 
The SOCKs (Support Our College 
Kids) program will pair up our 
college-aged members with other 
adult members of the congregation. 

Their sponsor will send them monthly care 
packages or letters, just to let them know that 
they are being prayed for no matter the distance.  
If you know a college student (university, college, 
trade school, or other post-secondary programs),  
please register them at https://docs.google.com/ 
forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfyewo1ezgmqLr7dV8w69Ej3
AoS9PcelGX6rs0gO7W3X8OCKg/viewform?usp=
sf_link. If you would like to sponsor a college kid, 
send Hannah Grove an email at Hannah.Grove@ 
relchurch.net or call her at church for more 
information! 

LOCAL & WORLD SERVICE 
TOGETHER A GREATER GOOD 

To date, our church TAGGers 
have raised more than $2000 for 
church projects sponsored by the 
Local & World Service Team.  

Download the app to your smartphone and 
choose RELC as the supported organization. 
You can also drop your receipts at the office. 
When you purchase from a TAGG business, it will 
donate up to 5% of your total purchase to RELC. 
------------------------------------------------------- 
The Local & World Service Team invites 
you to do the TAGG of the MONTH! 

                  APRIL is  
    Addy’s Sports Bar & Grill 
         204th & Pacific Street 

                    They will donate 5% of your receipt. 
---------------------------------------------------- 
Project Hope EASTER Collection 

 The LWST will continue to gather 
items for Project Hope through 
Palm Sunday - April 10. Please 

consider bringing in donations of Canned Meats 
(Tuna, Chicken, Salmon, etc.), Cereal, Fruit Juice, 
Large Diapers size 5 & 6, and all sizes of Pull-
ups. Donations may be placed on the table 
between the nursery doors. Thank you! 
---------------------------------------------------- 
God’s work. Our hands. Service Opportunity 

The Local and World Service 
Team is hosting a spring God's 
work. Our hands. service 

opportunity on Saturday, April 23, 2022, 
from 9-11 a.m., at Heartland Equine 
Therapeutic Riding Academy (HETRA). We will 
be assisting with decorations and set-up for the 
organization's annual "Blue Jeans and Dreams" 
fundraiser. Volunteers must be ages 12+ to 
assist. Please use the link to sign up. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0849aca
a29aafe3-relc1 

https://forms.gle/MWv3ZDky1jzV178S9
https://forms.gle/MWv3ZDky1jzV178S9
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfyewo1ezgmqLr7dV8w69Ej3AoS9PcelGX6rs0gO7W3X8OCKg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfyewo1ezgmqLr7dV8w69Ej3AoS9PcelGX6rs0gO7W3X8OCKg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfyewo1ezgmqLr7dV8w69Ej3AoS9PcelGX6rs0gO7W3X8OCKg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfyewo1ezgmqLr7dV8w69Ej3AoS9PcelGX6rs0gO7W3X8OCKg/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:Hannah.Grove@relchurch.net
mailto:Hannah.Grove@relchurch.net
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0849acaa29aafe3-relc1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0849acaa29aafe3-relc1
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HEALTH MINISTRY TEAM 
Greetings from your Health Ministry Team! 

April is upon us…and we 
are grateful for the 
warmer temperatures and 
the emergence of new life 
around us!  If you are a 

bit like me, you are yearning to break free of 
the confines of our homes and to get outside  
and breathe in the fresh air and become 
acquainted with our yards and the beauty of 
nature again. 

We also celebrate God’s creation in April.  Earth 
Day 2022 is Friday, April 22nd, and is a day set 
aside to celebrate God’s creation and remind us 
we are called to care for and nurture this 
incredible gift.  For information about how you 
and your family can celebrate Earth Day, go to 
https://earthday.org  or Google “Earth Day and 
kids” for more ideas. 

Also, Omaha will host an Earth Day celebration 
for the whole family on Saturday, April 23rd, from 
11:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. at Elmwood Park.  For a 
schedule of activities go to http://earthdayomaha.org. 

At Resurrection, we will be providing education 
about the Hefty EnergyBag (Orange Bag) 
Recycling Program, which gives us all the 
opportunity to keep more plastics out of the 
landfill by recycling plastics that aren’t normally 
able to go in our recycle bins.  These products 
include plastic food bags, chip bags, plastic 
toothpaste containers, Styrofoam carryout 
containers, etc.  We are partnering with FirstStar 
Recycling to provide an EnergyBag Starter Kit 
to each family in our congregation.  Please join 
us on Wednesday, April 6th, anytime between 
6:15-7:00 p.m. in the Café to learn more and to 
receive your FREE starter kit! 

God spoke: “Let us make human beings in 
our image, make them reflecting our 

nature so they can be responsible for the 
fish in the sea, the birds in the air, the 
cattle, and, yes, Earth itself, and every 

animal that moves on the face of Earth.” 

God created human beings; he created 
them godlike, reflecting God’s nature. He 
created them male and female. God blessed 

them: “Prosper! Reproduce! Fill Earth! 
Take charge! Be responsible for fish in the 

sea and birds in the air, for every living 
thing that moves on the face of Earth.” 

Genesis 1:28 
The Message 

Here’s to your health! 
-------------------------------------------------------- 

The Health Ministry Team is 
excited to resume activities at 
Resurrection that promote 

whole-person health.  These activities include: 

• Low Impact Exercise Class – (Masks are 
strongly encouraged)  
o Fridays at 9:00 a.m. 

• Blood Pressure Checks – (Masks are 
required) 
o Second Saturdays-5:00 p.m. (before the 

5:30 p.m. Saturday service) 
o Second Sundays-between services  

• Tai Chi classes – Tentatively scheduled to 
resume on Monday, September 12, 2022. 

CARE TEAM 
The Prayer Team will now be 
the Care Team with an official 
RELChurch e-mail address. 
Prayer is a vital part of our 

faith. The Care Team mission will continue to be to 
pray for those in need and to share requested 
prayers with those on the contact list via e-mail, 
phone call, and in the weekly bulletins. The Care 
Team is broadening its mission to also include 
connecting those in need with additional services 
available through Resurrection. For example, 
the Health Ministry team may be able to assist 
with providing needs like walkers or wheelchairs 
for in home use or assistance in answering medical 
related questions. Some may be in need of Care 
Meals or request a visit from Pastor James and 
communion. The Care Team is here to support 

https://earthday.org/
http://earthdayomaha.org/


9 

our faith family both spiritually and physically. If 
you or someone you know is in need, you may 
reach out to the Care Team or the church office 
for additional assistance. Let Tammy Williams 
know if you are interested in joining the team. 
The Care Team meets the 4th Tuesday of each 
month at 7:00 p.m. All are welcome. 

Going forward, prayer requests will be sent out 
from CareTeam@relchurch.net. You may need 
to update settings in your e-mail to allow e-mails 
from CareTeam@relchurch.net, so the e-mails 
aren’t blocked or sent to a junk/spam e-mail 
folder. Please e-mail the Care Team if you 
would like to receive e-mails regarding prayer 
requests, change your e-mail address, or to be 
removed from this contact list. This contact list 
will not be shared with others and will only 
send out information from the Care Team. 

 
BENEVOLENCE & MISSION TEAM 

Resurrection Evangelical 
Lutheran Church (RELC) 
distributes 8% of our quarterly 
offering to the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church of America (ELCA) Synod to help 
organizations in need on a national & worldwide 
basis. The purpose of the Mission & Benevolence 
Team is also to provide financial assistance to 
worthy organizations by distributing 2% of RELC’s 
quarter offering with an emphasis on local needs. 
In making our decisions, we strive to support 
RELC’s strategic long-term plans and goals. 

Congregation,  
If you know of an organization that has a need 
(i.e. funding) within our community where our 
team might be of assistance, please leave a 
note in our box in the church office.  We will 
prayerfully consider these requests quarterly 
along with the other requests we regularly receive. 
-Thank you, Benevolence & Mission Team 
----------------------------------------------------------- 
4th Quarter 8% ELCA Mission Share - $9, 331.54 

4th Quarter 2% Distribution - $2,332.88 

I. We have committed to give $825 per year 
for the next 3 years to Gretna Neighbors 
to be used towards their rental obligation.  
Our $206.25 quarterly commitment will 
come off the top leaving a balance of 
$2126.63 to distribute elsewhere. 

II.  $708.88 to Lutheran Family Services  
III.  $708.88 to Project Hope 
IV.  $708.87 to Siena Francis House 

Next Meeting Date:  1st Quarter-April 10, 2022 
----------------------------------------------------
During the Lenten season, the B&M team chooses 
organizations in need to distribute the offerings 
collected during the mid-week Lenten services.  
This year six organizations have been chosen 
for our 2022 Lenten offerings and all offerings 
will be distributed between them.  If you would 
like to make a donation through the church, please 
mark your check “Lenten Offering” in the memo 
line. 

This year’s organizations will include: Project 
Hope, Table Grace Café, NE Lutheran Outdoor 
Ministries, Lutheran Family Services-Refugee 
Services, Lift-Up Sarpy County, and NE Lutheran 
Campus Ministries. 

OUTREACH TEAM 
THE RESURRECTION CAFÉ IS OPEN!   

Please join us for coffee, donuts and 
fellowship between services each Sunday.   

We are always looking for individuals/families 
willing to ensure that the coffee and donuts are 
ready and available. All you have to do is make 
coffee, prepare/serve donuts, clean up and 
make people feel welcome. There are step by 
step instructions provided to assist you too! If 
you think you have what it takes to help out, 
stop by the café on Sunday or contact Brenda 
Fleck at 402-399-0661. 
---------------------------------------------------- 
GREETERS NEEDED! 

Our greeter program is always 
looking for more smiling faces 
to welcome others to church. 

mailto:CareTeam@relchurch.net
mailto:CareTeam@relchurch.net
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We would love to count on you to help us 
welcome members and guests.  We understand 
that we are still in a pandemic and people have 
different levels of comfort when interacting 
with others.  With that said, all that’s required 
to greet is to say “good morning” and smile!  

Please let us know if you are unable to greet or 
you have any questions, please contact Brenda 
Fleck at 402-399-0661.   

Thanks so much for your part in making RELC a 
friendly, welcoming place of worship! 

 
PROPERTY TEAM 

The property team is always looking 
for new members that like to get 
involved and have fresh new ideas 
for our church properties.  

Please contact Bill Schwarten at 402-290-6300 
if you are interested in joining the team. 
---------------------------------------------------- 
ANNUAL SPRING CLEAN-UP 

The annual Spring Cleanup of 
the landscaping around the church 
will take place on Saturday, 

April 2nd commencing at 8:00 a.m. just in time 
to be spruced up by Easter.  We need many 
volunteers to help clean the plant beds and 
place new mulch.  Bring your rakes, shovels, 
wheelbarrows, blowers, and of course your 
gloves.  We look forward to seeing you on the 
2nd.  Inclement weather date is April 9th.

 
RELC ARCHIVES TEAM 

It was in the fall of 1925 that the 
Dean of the Martin Luther Seminary 
in Lincoln, Nebr., asked me to go 
to Gretna to conduct the service. 
At that time Gretna’s Lutheran 
Church had no resident pastor; 

its services were conducted, and their affairs of 
the congregation were administered by the 
pastor who resided in Papillion. The Reverend A 
Heinz was leaving Papillion to become the 
pastor of the Lutheran Church in Columbus, 
Nebr. The Gretna Lutheran Church was therefore 
without a pastor. I was sent here as a supply 
until another man could be called. The members 
of this congregation however were satisfied 
with the arrangement, and when the president 
informed the congregation that it ought to call 
an ordained man to become its pastor, Gretna 
informed him that it would wait until Thomas 
was ordained and call him. Upon the insistence 
of this congregation, I was licensed to preach, 
to conduct funerals, to perform marriages, and 
to administer the Sacraments. 

On June the first, 1927, I was married to Miss 
Olga Hanson. The congregation was now 
confronted with the problem of supplying a 
home for the minister and his wife. However, 
the good people were equal to the task. It was 
decided to erect a new building, and until the 
new building was completed, the home of the 
late Mrs. L. Koch was rented. In the early months 
of 1928, we moved to the new and present 
Parsonage which was erected at a cost of $6000.00 
and was paid in full at the time of his completion. 

The congregation, now self-sustaining, grew, 
and was now entertaining the idea and desired 
to erect a new church. However, before definite 
plans could be made the depression set in. Crops 
were poor and prices poorer, and with the 

This article was found printed in the Gretna Breeze on 
May 2, 1940. Written by Rev. Ernst Thomas, informing 
the community that he was leaving Gretna for a 
pastorate in Russell Kansas. 
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continued years of the depression, the hope of 
a new church was not realized.  

During my fifteen years here, I have had several 
opportunities to accept calls to other congregations, 
yet, not until now could I decide to leave. Never 
before this time had I the willingness to go, not 
even when some four years ago the Lutheran 
Church in Grand Island, Nebr., extended a call 
to me. 

In 1933, because of the depression, drought and 
low prices Papillion inquired whether or not 
Gretna would agree to share its pastor with it. 
The depression had begun to leave its sting, 
and the people of Gretna agreed to grant 
Papillion’s wish. Since 1933 we have been 
serving both congregations. 

During these years it was my privilege to perform 
214 baptisms, 199 confirmations and 80 marriages. 
It was also my sad duty to conduct the 128 
funerals, among these some of my very, very 
dear friends. 

It was during the week of March 18th of this year 
that the president of the Synod informed me 
that Russell, Kans., had inquired whether he 
would object if an invitation was given to me to 
preach at a trial sermon. The president informed 
the congregation that he would have no objections 
and the invitation came to me to preach there on 
the 31st of March of this year. Following the 
service, a meeting was held and a call to become 
Russell’s pastor was extended to me.    

On April the 7th, we resigned in Gretna and on 
the 14th at Papillion. Both congregations held 
their meetings, and the resignation was rejected; 
an increase in salary was generously offered. 

We shall not go into any detail regarding our 
decision, suffice it to state that we have seriously 
considered the matter, weighing carefully, the 
pros and the cons and believe that a change 
will be best for both congregations. We will 
leave the latter part of May in the hope that our 
stay and service has been of some benefit to 
the good people of Gretna, Papillion and their  

vicinities. Our stay has been most agreeable, we 
take with us many pleasant memories. We 
sincerely hope that a suitable successor will 
soon be called, and that this work, in both 
congregations will be successfully carried on, 
and that the Lord of all will generously bless all. 

We express our farewell in the words of St. Paul: 
“For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, of whom the whole 
family in heaven and earth is named, that He 
would grant you, according to the riches of His 
glory, to be strengthened with might by His 
Holy Spirit in the inner man; That Christ may 
dwell in your hearts by faith; That ye, being 
rooted and grounded in love, may be able to 
comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, 
length, depth, and height; And to know the love 
of Christ which passed knowledge, that ye might 
be filled with all the fullness of God. Now unto 
Him that is able to do exceedingly abundantly 
above all that we say or think, according to the 
power that worketh in us, unto Him be glory in 
the Church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, 
world without end. Amen”. 

The Archives Team is looking for 
pictures of past church activities or 
any newsletters dated before the 

year 2000.  Please share your old, new, past, or 
present pictures and any stories that go with 
them.   

Contact Jim Eichner at Eichnerj6527@msn.com.
 

WORSHIP & MUSIC TEAM 
Saturday Services  
5:30 p.m. – Blended Service – Sanctuary 
Communion served Saturday before first & 
third Sundays 

Sunday Services  
8:30 a.m. – Traditional Service – Sanctuary 
Communion served first & third Sundays  

9:40-10:30 a.m. – Adult Forum – Conf. Room/ Zoom 

10:45 a.m. – Contemporary Service – Fellowship Hall 
Communion served second & fourth Sundays  

mailto:Eichnerj6527@msn.com
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Online Worship Services 

 YouTube: (Watch Live or Uploaded Service) 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjXn
hZfhxipkc5ZTA6SrHUw 

 Facebook: 
Facebook.com/RELCgretna  

---------------------------------------------------- 
During Lent our schedule has 
changed a bit. The Chancel Choir 
rehearses at 5:45 p.m., the Bells 
at 6:15 p.m., and the Praise Band 

will rehearse at 7:30 p.m. every Wednesday. 
Each choir shares special music once per month 
at the 8:30 a.m. service. 

No prior choir experience is required for singing in 
the Chancel Choir, but some musical experience is 
helpful for bell ringers. Contact Dr. Matt Hill if you 
are interested in joining at matt@singomaha.org. 
------------------------------------------------------- 
Lent is the season of the church year that follows 
the Epiphany Season. It is a time we set aside 
each year to remember the love of God that 
is poured out through Christ Jesus on the 
cross in His death; and His defeat of death, sin 
and Satan in Christ's death and resurrection that 
brings Eternal Life to you. 

†  4/06 Lenten Worship-Encountering Christ 
Through the Sacraments-Performed by this 
year’s Confirmation class. 

All Lenten Services will be available at 
www.relchurch.net and click on our YouTube link. 
-------------------------------------------------------- 

†  4/14 Maundy Thursday Worship-7:00 p.m. 
Join us in the Fellowship Hall as we remember 
and celebrate Jesus’ final Passover with His 
disciples.  They washed His feet and He 
commanded them to do the same for each  
other.  This was his “Last Supper” before he 
was crucified. We will also celebrate our 5th 
grade -1st Communion Class as they celebrate 
this Holy day by receiving their first communion. 

†  4/15 Good Friday Worship-7:00 p.m. 
Join us in the Sanctuary for “Prayer around the 
Cross” on this day commemorating a day of 
suffering and death for Jesus.  It is important 
to remember that Jesus died as an ultimate 
sacrifice for our sins, so that we could be saved.  
The cross is where we see the convergence of 
great suffering and God’s forgiveness to us 
all. We will be lighting a candle and placing 
in the sand by the altar as we pray. 

†  4/17 Easter Vigil Worship-8:00 p.m. 
Join us as we look toward the Resurrection 
and at the prophesied salvation through our 
history with a service of light.  

†  4/17 Easter Sunday Worship Services-6:45 
a.m., 8:30 a.m., & 10:45 a.m. 

    Easter Sunrise Service-6:45 a.m. 
This service will take place at Matt & Linda 
Anderson’s home at 15101 S. 234th St., Gretna, 
NE.  If it rains, this service will be in the Sanctuary. 

  Easter Worship Service-8:30 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 
Join us this Easter as we celebrate Jesus’ 
resurrection from death.  After His crucifixion, 
death, and burial, three days later, He arose from 
the grave.  In doing so, He conquered death 
and redeemed us from sin if we believe in Him.  

------------------------------------------------- 
2022 LENTEN DAILY DEVOTIONAL 

A daily devotional brought to you by 
the Pr. James Sells-Pastor at RELC, 
Hannah Grove-Director of Youth & 
Congregational Life at RELC, and Erick 

Hill-Seminarian at Luther, Member of RELC.  We 
invite you to use the 2022 Lenten devotional, 
“Encountering Christ” for your personal use 
throughout the Lenten season.  

Stop by the table below the monitor in the RELC 
Café to pick up a copy of our 2022 Lenten 
Devotional book or go to www.relchurch.net to 
download at one at home. Join Pr. James for the 
devotions live every day beginning on March 2 at 
12:00 p.m. at https://www.facebook.com/RELCgretna.  
 
 Where do you see Christ? 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjXnhZfhxipkc5ZTA6SrHUw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjXnhZfhxipkc5ZTA6SrHUw
mailto:matt@singomaha.org
http://www.relchurch.net/
http://www.relchurch.net/
https://www.facebook.com/RELCgretna
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February Finance Report 
 

 Feb '22 YTD '22 Budget '22 

  (2 month) (12 months) 
Income:    
   Local Offering $16,835  $46,442  $350,000  
   Other Giving $3,137  $5,383  $40,250  
General Budget Total $19,972  $51,826  $390,250  

    
Expenses:    
   Administrative $22,266  $44,168  $274,905  
   Benevolence $427  $12,091  $40,000  
   Christian Education $0  $0  $6,370  
   Health Ministry $0  $0  $1,050  
   Outreach $104  $454  $5,500  
   Property $4,645  $6,355  $47,450  
   Stewardship $0  $0  $200  
   Technology $510  $640  $2,660  
   Worship and Music $562  $1,208  $12,035  
General Budget Total $28,515  $64,916  $390,170  
Net Profit (Loss) ($8,543) ($13,091) $80  

    
  Feb '21 YTD '21  
Total Income  $24,691  $41,761   
Total Expenses $31,087  $49,252   
      
Net Profit (Loss) ($6,396) ($7,491)  

 

Connectors: Thank you for agreeing to be a greeter and for 
providing a warm welcome to our members and visitors as they 
arrive for worship! If you are unable to be here for your designated 
Sunday, you are responsible to find your own substitute.  If you no 
longer want to be on the greeter schedule, please contact Brenda 
Fleck and Anne Brodin. 

Traditional Service 8:30 am  
   4/3     Wendy Hirschfeld, Bob Roberts 
   4/10   Steve & Diane Bergman 
   4/17   Kris & Becky Wagner 
   4/24   Jeremy & Jennifer Reineke 

Contemporary 10:45 am 
   4/3     Richard & Mardelle Bergsten, Jim eichner 
   4/10   Rich & Del Armstrong, Sue Lobsiger 
   4/17   Craig & Joyce Mohling, Ryan & Kari Bergsten 
   4/24   Ed & Jane Joyce, Kevin & Linda Karas 

   

Servers in March 
Head Usher: 

   5:30 pm (Sat.) Open 
  8:30 am (Sun.) Rich Killingsworth       
 10:45 am (Sun.) Joel Rainforth 

 Flowers & Bulletins: Barb Westenburg 
Altar Guild: Judy Feit, Shelly Grimm,  
                    Diane Bergman        
Lay Readers:  
-Saturday 5:30 pm – Lona Pinkall (4/2, 4/9), 
Open 4/16-8:00 pm, Sue Lobsiger (4/23, 4/30)  
-Sunday 8:30 am – Erick Hill 
-Sunday 10:45 am – Kris Wagner (4/3), Tiffany 
Honeyman 4/10), Open (4/17), Becky Schnack 
(4/24), Deb Wallman (4/30) 
-Maundy Thursday – Open 
-Good Friday – Open 
-Easter Vigil – Open (Saturday, 8:00 pm) 
Church Council Schedule:  
-Lenten Worship, Wednesdays 7:00 pm 
   4/6      Shelley Schram 
-Saturday Blended 5:30 pm 
   4/2      Rich Killingsworth, Open 
   4/9      Rich Killingsworth 
   4/16    Becky Wagner, Open 
   4/23    Shelley Schram 
 4/30    Rich Killingsworth 
-Traditional 8:30 am   
   4/3      Bill Schwarten, Rich Killingsworth 
   4/10    Rich Killingsworth 
   4/17    Open, Open 
 4/24  Becky Wagner 
-Contemporary 10:45 am 
   4/3      Becky Wagner, Evan Kock 
   4/10    Open, Open 
   4/17    Open, Open 

  4/24  Open, Open 
-Maundy Thursday 7:00 pm   
  4/14     Open, Open 
-Good Friday 7:00 pm 
   4/15     Open, Open 
Acolytes: www.relchurch.net, click sign-ups    
-Lenten Worship, Wednesdays 7:00 pm 
   4/6      Daniel Bender, Tristian Wright 
-Saturday Blended 5:30 pm 
   4/2      Treyden Sheridan, Michael Sheridan 
   4/9      Killingsworth 
   4/16    Lexi Wagner 
 4/23    Open 
 4/30    Killingsworth 
-Traditional 8:30 am 
 4/3      Bennett Wolverton 
   4/10   Killingsworth 
   4/17   Open 
 4/24    Lexi Wagner 
-Contemporary 10:45 am  
 4/3      Lexi Wagner 
   4/10    Luke Mefford 
   4/17    Treyden Sheridan, Michael Sheridan 
 4/24  Tristian Wright, Tatum Wright 

 -Maundy Thursday 7:00 pm 
     4/14    Open

http://www.relchurch.net/
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Brent and Michelle Falgione 4/13 20 
Darren and Brooke Elliott 4/18 7 
Rick and Joy Vodicka 4/20 20 
Gary and Krista Long 4/21 15 
Dennis Tresca and Raedawn Johnson-Tresca 4/22 5 
John and Ianne Wolken 4/23 39 
Paul and Judy Dietrich 4/28 49 
Jerry and LaRene Walker 4/29 50 
Ronald and Connie Sydzyik 4/30 56 
Kris and Becky Wagner 4/30 17 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 

Andrew Stednitz 4/2 
Deb Wallman 4/3 
Darren Elliott 4/3 
Bonnie Essen 4/5 
Eric Reineke 4/5 
Nathan Reineke 4/5 
Ianne Wolken 4/6 
Jessie Case 4/6 
Daryl Jahn 4/7 
Lincoln Hjelm 4/7 
Hannah Grove 4/7 
Louis Essen 4/9 
Birgit Schlechte 4/9 
Jon Ellingson 4/10 
Lloyd Lemke 4/10 
Erin North 4/10 
Doug Ayer 4/11 
Alex Case 4/12 
Roger Asche 4/13 
Sarah Shea 4/14 

Ryder Reynoldson 4/14 
Keri Cradduck 4/14 
Jacob Ellingson 4/15 
Garett Ostdiek-Wille 4/15 
Charlie Tickner 4/15 
Darlene Dietze 4/16 
Brennan Klug 4/16 
Carole Perchal 4/16 
Patty Haver 4/17 
Cindy Henning 4/17 
Robert Elliott 4/18 
Brad Wolverton 4/18 
Liem Doan 4/18 
Raelynn Milliman 4/18 
Sue Bose 4/19 
Scott Drews 4/19 
Jordan Josoff 4/19 
Tricia Prince 4/19 
Rex Romano 4/19 
Jessica Wegener 4/19 

Brandon Behney 4/20 
Anthony Falgione 4/20 
Ron Liermann 4/22 
Emmitt Knight 4/22 
Jamison Karas 4/23 
Brenda Anderson 4/24 
Kaleb Schwery 4/24 
Ryan Shea 4/25 
James Sells 4/25 
Addisyn Slusher 4/26 
Maggie Slusher 4/26 
Cody Malone 4/27 
Macy Flynn 4/27 
Jackson Tickner 4/27 
Kari Bergsten 4/28 
Steve Stamm 4/28 
Janel Asche 4/29 
Brent Falgione 4/29 
Rachel Wright 4/30 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

   Name                                                                 Date      Years 
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ADS & OPPORTUNITIES 
APRIL ADULT FORUM 
Encountering Christ 

Join us on April 3 at 9:40 a.m. 
in the Conference Room.   

Where do we meet Him each 
day? We encounter Him in the 

word. We encounter Him at work and school. We 
encounter Him at home.  We encounter Him in the 
sacraments.  We even encounter Him in works of 
charity. All these encounters can be 
transformative and everlasting. Think about 
your life and how you many ways you encounter 
Christ each day.  It’s remarkable! 

OWLs 55 & OVER GROUP 
The OWL’s are planning an afternoon 
of Bunco and cards on Tuesday, 
April 5th, at 1:00 p.m. in the RELC 
Courtyard. Join in on the fun and if 

you want to bring a snack to share, we’d love that 
too.  For more information, please contact 
Mardelle Bergsten at 309-883-3133. 
----------------------------------------------------- 

On Thursday, April 21st, at 
5:00 p.m., the OWL’s will 
gather at the Brazen Head 
Irish Pub for an evening meal 

enjoying some traditional Irish fare. If your taste 
happens to run more in line with traditional 
American fame, they have plenty of that also.  
The Brazen Head is located one block north of 
Dodge on 78th street in Tower Plaza.  Carpools 
will leave from the church at 4:00 p.m.  

Reservations are required by April 17th.  Please 
sign up on the OWL’s bulletin board by the south 
hallway.  Questions? Contact Jimm Murray at 
Jimm.Murray@att.net. 
----------------------------------------------------- 

 
Here's a few 
fun photos 
from last 
month’s 

Bingo event. 

DARLENE DIETZE BIRTHDAY CARD SHOWER 
Long time Resurrection member, 
Darlene Dietze will turn “90” on 
April 16th. Her family has requested 
a special card shower as a surprise 

for her birthday.  If you’d like to send birthday 
wishes, please send them to her at her new 
address at 20332 Hackberry Drive, Apt. 101, 
Gretna NE 68028.  Thanks for helping us 
celebrate! 

EASTER LILY PICK-UP INFORMATION 
If you ordered an Easter Lily to decorate 
our church for Easter services.  Please 
make plans to pick up your lily after 
the late service on Easter or before 

April 22nd by 3:00 p.m.  Thank you! 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY  
“Awakening to a Grand New Day” 
The Women of Resurrection Bible 
study will meet on the third Tuesday 

of every month at 9:00 a.m. at the church.  
Please join us as we renew friendships again. 

2022 LAY READERS NEEDED 
If you love to read and are available 
for our Saturday, 5:30 p.m. or 
Sunday, 8:30 a.m. or 10:45 a.m. 
worship service, WE NEED YOU!  

We are looking for individuals to read two lessons 
during our worship services. Please go to our sign-
up listed on our website at www.relchurch.net.  

THEOLOGY ON TAP 
 Anyone over 21 is invited to join us 
on the first Tuesday of each month 
at 7:00 p.m. at Lansky’s on 16918 

Morgan Ave., Ste. 1, Gretna (168th & hwy. 370).  
Feel free to bring a friend and enjoy some 
fellowship time together. 

http://www.relchurch.net/
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RELC QUILTERS  
The RELC Quilters group will be 
meeting on the 2nd & 4th Tuesday of 
every month at 1:00 p.m. in the 

Resurrection café.  

If you have any unused cotton or cotton blend         
cotton material (scraps too, if they are large 
enough for quilt squares), please consider donating 
these items to help to defray the costs of our 
donated quilts. Contact Judy Feit or Susan Clegg 
with questions. 

FUNERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS/LUNCHEON  
To keep you better informed when we 
have a funeral/luncheon at Resurrection, 
we are sending out detailed emails of the 

service.  We have also been attaching a sign-up 
genius asking for desserts and workers to help 
during this difficult time for the family.  If you do 
not receive emails and you would like someone to 
call you about the luncheon needs, please let Karron 
Brugmann know at 402-332-3562 and she will add 
you to a list to call.  

THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS 
 Thank you to all our Thrivent 
participants that have included 
Resurrection as a benefactor of your 
Thrivent Choice Dollars.  If you would 

like to include Resurrection as your Thrivent 
Choice recipient, you can visit thrivent.com/ 
thriventchoice or call 1-800-847-4836 and when 
prompted, say “Thrivent Choice.”  

2022 Thrivent Choice Dollars Donated:  $300.00 

2022 FLOWER/BULLETIN SIGN UP 
            SIGN-UP NOW!!     
Please consider signing up for altar 
flowers and bulletins for 2022. Go 
to our website or call the church 

office to get signed up today at 402-332-3383.  
The suggested donation for bulletin sponsorship 
is $20. Thank you for your kindness. 

PRAYER REQUESTS  
If you would like us to pray for you 
or someone you know, please fill 
out the prayer sheet in your bulletin, 

send the office an email, or give the office a call 
to give your church family the opportunity to 
add it to their daily prayers!!!  If you are going 
into the hospital, be sure and let the office 
know so that we can be there for you with 
prayerful support. All prayer requests will be 
added to the bulletin for one month only, 
unless you contact us to let us know that further 
prayers are needed.  God bless you! 

HOSPITAL VISITS  
If you or a family member is going 
into the hospital, be sure and let Pr. 
James Sells or the office know so we 

can be there for you in prayerful support. 

PERSONAL INFORMATION CHANGES?  
Do you have a name, address, 
phone number or email change?  If 
so, please contact the office by 
phone at 402-332-3383 or email us 

at theoffice@relchurch.net. If you would like us 
to have an emergency contact number, please 
include that as well.  

PROJECT HOPE FOOD PANTRY  
Our church supports the Project 
Hope Food Pantry.  Drop off all 
items food or very gently used 
clothing donations at the 
Outreach Corner.  

Monetary donations can be sent to:  Project 
Hope, Inc., 6201 N. 60th Street, Omaha, NE 68104 
or go to projecthopeomaha.org to make an online 
donation. GENTLY used clothing can be also be 
delivered to Project Hope at their lower east 
door on Tuesday or Thursday between 11:00 
a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

Food Needs: 
Coffee, shelf stable milk, pop-tarts, jam, jelly, 
peanut butter, canned fruits & vegetables, 
canned beans (baked, refried, black, pinto, and 
etc.), canned meats (tuna, chicken sardines, clams, 
and etc.), boxed potatoes, hamburger or tuna 
helper, rice & pasta packaged side dishes, pasta 
any type, salsa, ketchup, mustard, mayo & salad 
dressings, brownie & cake mixes, flour & sugar 

mailto:theoffice@relchurch.net


17 

Personal Care & Household Needs: 
Shampoo, conditioner, body wash, deodorant, 
toothpaste, toothbrushes, hand soap & hand 
sanitizer, sunscreen, small bottles of liquid dish soap 
& small bottles of laundry detergent, dusting spray & 
floor cleaners 

Paper Products & Baby/Clothing Needs:   
Toilet paper, facial tissue, paper towels, baby wipes, 
diapers 4 & 6 

Collect Family Fare Receipts 
     Direct Your Dollars is a receipt-
based program sponsored by the 
Family Fare stores.  You can help 
us raise money simply by doing 

something you do each week & going to the 
grocery store.  Send receipts to Project Hope. 

GRETNA NEIGHBORS FOOD PANTRY 
The pantry will continue with our "open pantry 
hours" the first and third Saturday morning of 
each month from 9-11 a.m. and the second 
Wed. evening of the month from 6-7 p.m. We are 
located at 107 Cort Plaza in Gretna. 

The next open pantry dates are as follows: 
Saturday, April 2nd            
9-11 a.m. 
Wednesday, April 13th       
6-7 p.m. 
Saturday, April 16th         
9-11 a.m. 

Prebagged items will be handed out. Anyone 
who has need living in the Gretna school district 
is eligible (please bring proof of residency). 
Watch for signing directions when you arrive 
and someone will be available to help you. 

RELC – WAYS TO GIVE YOUR OFFERINGS 

               MAIL 
 
Resurrection Evangelical Lutheran Church 
153 S McKenna Avenue, Gretna, NE 68028 

Please include your designation (general, building, 
memorial) in the memo line of your check to 
ensure it goes to area you would like it to go to. 

 
TEXT 

Text to 402-875-6081 and type $amount (eg $10) 
in the message to set up a one-time or recurring 
donation.   
  
            ONLINE 

Visit www. Relchurch.net 
Click the Vanco symbol to set up a one time or 
recurring donation. 
SEND US YOUR PICTURES  

If you have any pictures you’d like 
included in the Messenger or on 
Facebook, please email them to the 
office. We’d enjoy seeing what your 

team is doing or what’s happening in your groups. 
PLEASE NOTE – IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO ENSURE THAT YOU HAVE 
PERMISSION OF ALL PEOPLE WITHIN YOUR PHOTOS TO SHARE ON SOCIAL 
MEDIA OUTLETS BEFORE SUBMITTING. WE WANT TO SHARE THESE MEMORIES 
BUT ALSO RESPECT THE PRIVACY OF OTHERS. 

PRAYER SHAWL GROUP  
If you knit or crochet, or would like to 
learn, you are invited to join the RELC 
Prayer Shawl Group!  We create 
shawls that are available for anyone 

in our congregation to be distributed to friends 
or family going through a personal crisis, whether it 
is illness, loss or other concern.  We also have 
some cancer hats and “prayer squares” available!  
Blankets for our newly baptized little ones are also 
made by our members!  If you have any questions 
or would like to be involved in making some of 
these items, contact Karen Hitz at 402-212-2589. 

*If you know of someone who is in need of a 
prayer shawl, prayer square or cancer hat at this 
time, please call the office at 402-332-3383. 

SAVE YOUR LABELS!  
The Local and World Service team is 
collecting Best Choice labels.  The 
money raised will be donated to Gretna 

Neighbors and Project Hope.  Just purchase Best 
Choice products (locally at McKinney’s and Super 
Saver), cut out the UPC code with Best Choice 
written above it, and place in the box by the 
food donation corner with the yellow shelving. 

 Donate  
      or  
Pay Here 

 

http://www/
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We are collecting box tops for education.  
Please trim the edges and drop them 
in the box in food donation corner. 

ALUMINUM CAN COLLECTION!  
Bring your empty cans to the container 
outside of the west door of the 
church-in the alley. We please ask 
that you do not crush them.  The can 

needs to be visible for refund purposes. The 
proceeds will go to Least of My Brethren. 

SAVE YOUR POP TABS! 
The Ronald McDonald house is still 
collecting pop tabs.  Please drop off 
your tabs by the food donation 
corner with the yellow shelving.  Your 

tabs will help cover costs that support families with 
a seriously ill or injured child. 

 
CELEBRATION OF BAPTISM 

Congratulations to Rich and Wendy 
Killingsworth on the baptisms of their 
children, Richard Larry Killingworth, Ryker 

Wayne Killingsworth, Finley Lynn Killingsworth, and 
Dawson Boone Killingsworth.  All children were 
baptized on Sunday, March 6th, at the 10:45 a.m. 
service.  The sponsors for Richard, Ryker, Wayne, 
and Finley are Tonya Shriner, Trisha Manolidis, 
and Carrie Killingsworth.  We welcome Richard, 
Ryker, Finley, and Dawson into our church family  
as a baptized Child of God.

 
WITH SYMPATHY 

Our thoughts and prayers go out 
to Mary Yarbrough and her family. 
A celebration of life service for 

James (Jim) took place on February 18th at 
Resurrection. Please keep Jim’s family in your 
thoughts and prayers at this time.  Praying the 
Lord will give you comfort you with his peace. 
----------------------------------------------------- 

Our thoughts and prayers go out 
to Stamm and Raess family on the 
passing of their mother, Connie 
Raess. Please pray for comfort 

and strength for his family during this time.  

A NOTE OF THANKS 
Dear Resurrection members 

Re: Your donation of $206.25 Q4 2021 
Benevolence-Rental Sponsorship.   

Thank you for your continued support in 
operating the Gretna Food Pantry.  We 
appreciate your generosity. Thank you. 

-Sincerely, Gretna Neighbors  

FROM THE OFFICE 
 
 
 

*Check out the Communication Schedule 
located on the south bulletin board to see 
when information is due to the office. 

MAY MESSENGER ARTICLES ARE DUE: 
• Tuesday, April 15th by 12:00 p.m. 

BULLETIN ANNOUCEMENTS ARE DUE: 
• Wednesday morning by 10:00 a.m. 

--------------------------------------------------------- 
OUR COMMUNICATION APP! 

 
 

This app allows us to communicate about 
emergency cancellations. Enter this link into 
your browser https://band.us/n/a3ae23c8A9i3b 
or scan the QR code to join and be the first to 
know about any schedule changes due to 
severe weather or other emergencies! 
----------------------------------------------------- 
OPPORTUNTIES WITHIN RELC 
The following opportunities are available NOW! 
Paid Positions: 

• Part-Time Worship Service Accompanist 
Contact: Matt@singomaha.org 

Volunteer Needs: 
• Church Banner Hanger Needed 
• Ushers Need for Saturday, 5:30 p.m. Worship 

Contact: theoffice@relchurch.net 

https://band.us/n/a3ae23c8A9i3b
mailto:Matt@singomaha.org
mailto:theoffice@relchurch.net
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• Sound Board Technician, PowerPoint 
Assistant, Electric Guitarist  
Contact: Matt@singomaha.org 

 

April BIBLE MEMORY VERSE  

                                       John 3:16 
                                       16For God so loved the world  
                     that he gave his one and only Son,  
                          that whoever believes in him  
                   shall not perish but have eternal life. 
-----------------------------------------------------  

Exercise classes have begun 
and each Sunday after the late 
service we will need to set up for 

the week’s classes.  We are asking you for your 
help after the 10:45 a.m. worship service.  We 
appreciate all your help.  “Many hands make 
light work.” 
----------------------------------------------------- 
WINTER WEATHER CLOSINGS  

It’s that time of year again 
to prepare for winter 
weather.  We will be 
posting any closings or 

cancellations on KETV Ch. 7 (ABC) and on their 
weather updates online page.  Also check for 
updates on our facebook page.  

Please remember if Gretna Public Schools are 
closed, all church activities, programming and 
the church office will be closed. 

Have a safe winter season! 
---------------------------------------------- 
EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS 

In Case of a FIRE 
Evacuation Procedures 
1. Activate the fire alarm. 
2. Call 911 immediately and provide 

information. 
3. Assist injured personnel or notify 

emergency responders of the medical 
emergency. 

4. Exit the building calmly by the closest safe 
and secure exit. 

5. Always Assist physically impaired individuals 
to a secure area and notify emergency 
responders. 

----------------------------------------------------- 
In Case of a TORNADO   
Safety Procedures 
1.  Take shelter in the nearest 
     basement or lower level. 
2.  If you are unable to get to the basement,  
     protect yourself under a heavy table or  
     desk or go to an inner hallway or room. 
3.  Always stay away from window, outside 
     walls, doors, and rooms with wide-span roofs.  
4.  If you have time, close all doors to help  
     prevent flying debris from injuring you or  
     others and to add extra stability to doorways. 
5.  In all cases get as close to the ground as 
     possible, protect your head and watch for  
     flying debris. 
----------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

mailto:Matt@singomaha.org
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Contact Information 
Pastor James Sells 
     In the office: T-F, 9am-3pm 
  Tuesday-Thursday by appointment 
    402-759-6347 
  PastorJames@relchurch.net  
Ms. Hannah Grove 
         In the office: Fri, 8am-4pm & Sat, 11am-7pm 
       Tuesday, Wednesday, Sunday by appointment 
  402-983-2456 
  Hannah.Grove@relchurch.net  
Office Hours 
  9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., Tuesday-Friday 
Church Phone Number 
  402-332-3383 
Email Address for Church 
  theoffice@relchurch.net 
Church Website 
  www.relchurch.net 
 

    A PRAYER FOR APRIL, 
 
      You Destroyed Sin and Death 
 
    Almighty God, 
    through the death of your Son, you destroyed 

sin and death, and restored innocence and 
eternal life through his resurrection, so that 
we might be saved from the power of the 
devil, and live in your kingdom. Grant that we 
may believe this with all our heart, and in such 
steadfast faith continually praise you, and give 
thanks to you; through your Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord…..Amen. 
  

Translated for A Collection of Prayers 
Evangelischer Bucher-Verien, 1866, #605. 

 
 

Have a Blessed Easter! † 

Return Service Requested 

RESURRECTION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
153 S McKenna Ave. 
Gretna, Nebraska 68028 

mailto:PastorJames@relchurch.net
mailto:Hannah.Grove@relchurch.net
mailto:theoffice@relchurch.net
http://www.relchurch.net/
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