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 MESSENGER 

  
 

From the Pastor’s Desk  
1I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the 
mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living 
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your 
spiritual worship. 2Do not be conformed to this world, but 
be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that 
you may discern what is the will of God—what is good 
and acceptable and perfect. 
Romans 12:1-2 

February Greetings, 

To me the first couple of months of a new year feels like inhaling a deep 
breath after finishing a long run. It is a time of recover after the holidays. A 
time of renewal, not just of a year (and getting used to writing 2022 on 
documents and checks) but of habits as folks carry out resolutions and 
other healthy re-commitments that so often mark the beginning of a year. 

In the church the first couple of months is less like a deep breath and more 
like the eye of the storm. We pass through the relatively calm activities in 
January and February only to reach the other side to Lent and Easter. 

This is not to say, though, that nothing important happens in the life of the 
church in the first couple of months of the year. February brings something 
critically important to the church which is the annual meeting on the 13th. As 
you receive your annual reports, I encourage you to read them in preparation 
for our meeting. In them you will find a year described by striving through 
the Wilderness of 2021 to reach a place where Christ’s church may be 
transformed from pandemic into a place where God’s work is carried out in 
2022. And you are an important part of carrying this transformation/rebuilding 
into the future.  

February will also be a month of preparation for Lent which will carry the 
theme of “Encountering Christ” and by preparation, I mean that I’ll be 
reaching out to the congregation to ask you to share stories of where you 
have encountered Christ in various settings in the world. So, if you get a 
call about this, I do hope you will say, “yes”. 
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As we use February to plan and prepare for the rest of the year, I hope you will breathe deeply. Not only 
of the relative calm of the present but of the Holy Spirit so that we may be transformed by the renewal of 
our minds so that we may more easily discern God’s will for us in 2022. 

February Blessings, 
 
 
Pr. James W. Sells 

 
RESURRECTION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  
Pastor’s Report, December 14th – January 11th          

Official Duties: 
Visitations: 9 
Funerals: 1 
01/04:  John Sharple Funeral Service and committal, 
          Tilden, NE 
01/06:  John Sharples Memorial Service, RELC 

RELC Activities: 
12/14: Text Study  
 Outreach Meeting 

12/15: Staff Meeting 
 Confirmation 

12/18: Evening Service 

12/19: Early Service 
 Adult Forum: Love 
 Late Service 
 Special Council Meeting 

12/20: Text Study 
 Blue Christmas Service 

12/22: Staff Meeting 

12/24: 4:00pm, Contemporary Christmas Eve 
 Service, Live 
 7:00pm, Traditional Christmas Eve 
            Service 
 11:00pm, Candlelight Service 

12/26: 10:00am, Service of Carols and Lessons 

12/28 - 01-01:  Pastor Continuing Education. 
Used the week to read a couple of ministry 
books and rest after Christmas. 

01/02: 8:30am, Traditional Service 

01/04: Sharples Funeral and Committal in Tilden,  
NE. Spent the day traveling to conduct 

John’s service and bore the congregation’s 
presence to his funeral service. 

 Theology on Tap 

01/05: Staff Meeting 
 Confirmation 
 Local and World Service MTG 

01/06: Sharples Memorial Service, RELC 

01/08: Confirmation Field Trip: Labyrinth at 1st 
UMC. Well attended despite the cold. The 
kids ran through the Labyrinth twice using 
two different sets of focus. We then discussed 
the use of spiritual practices as a way of 
centering ourselves on Christ and that a 
New Year is a great time of demarcation 
to start something new.  

 Evening Service 

01/09: Early Service 
 Late Service 

01/11: Text Study 
 All Team Meeting 
 Outreach Meeting 

Pastoral Reflection: 
Two things hang large over the last month. The 
first is our Christmas Celebrations and the 
preparations for Christmas, the second is the time 
off I took for continuing education. Reflecting 
upon our Christmas this last year I will say that I 
am glad that we had Christmas this last year 
and that it felt like Christmas. Each of our worship 
services felt meaningful. My personal highlights 
were the children’s message at the 4:00 p.m. 
service and the singing of Silent Night at the 
Candlelight Service. It was also very good to 
see some parishioners we haven’t seen in a 
while.  
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In between Christmas and New Year’s, I took 
time to read a couple of ministry books which I 
hope will provide some benefit to the church 
over this next year. These books were “How to 
Lead When You Don’t Know Where You’re Going” 
by Susan Beaumont, “A Spirituality of Fundraising” 
by Henri Nouwen, and “Sticky Church” by Larry 
Osborn. The first book dealt with faithful leadership 
in uncertain times. The second dealt with the 
attitude one brings to stewardship and giving 
and the third deals with engagement and 
retention of parishioners. I appreciated the time 
set aside to do this as my schedule doesn’t allow 
for the kind of professional development that I 
would prefer. I think this will be a more regular 
occurrence if not for this duration.  

As we look ahead to this year, we see a shift 
happening in the behind the scenes work of the 
church in terms of preparation, scheduling, and 
communications. In this we will see Hannah step 
into and flesh out her role of Congregational 
Life Director. This shift should bring a lot of clarity 
to some of the operations of the church that 
have, in the past, been muddled.  

Youth & Congregational  
Life Director 

 Hello RELC Family! 

Exciting things are in the works 
for this spring! We had a great 
start in January with the 

resumption of programming including Sunday 
School, Underground, and Adult Forum. I was 
given the opportunity to lead the Adult Forum 
for the three weeks in January as we discussed 
Isaiah 58 and imagined a better world. Thank 
you so much to everyone who attended and for 
the feedback as I continue to grow!  

The ELCA National Youth Gathering is approaching 
fast and is only five months away! We have an 
awesome group of youth and adult volunteers 
planning to attend. If you are looking for ways 
to support our youth in this opportunity, please 
reach out to me!  

I’m excited to announce that starting Sunday, 
February 27th, I will be introducing a middle 
school and high school Bible study group to 
meet during the education hour! We will be 
discussing the Gospel and how it relates to our 
lives in order to discover how we can be disciples 
today. I am looking for 1-2 solid adult leaders 
to help me jumpstart this group so if you are 
interested in enriching the faith of our middle 
school and high school youth, please reach out 
to me! We will be called the 4:12 Youth in 
reference to 1 Timothy 4:12 which says, “Don’t 
let anyone look down on you because you are 
young, but set an example for the believers in 
speech, in conduct, in love, in faith, and in purity.” 
I’m excited to begin this journey with you all!  

Finally, I am happy to present the church calendar 
which is now available on the church website! 
You can see it at relchurch.net/calendar/ where 
you can view it monthly, weekly, or as an agenda, 
as well as printing it or adding it to your own 
Google Calendar. This calendar will update live 
as we have information so you can stay up to 
date with all our events! 

Hannah Grove 
 

 
February is a major stepping stone in our church’s 
yearly calendar.  We have our Annual meeting 
on the 13th where we will get a recap of 2021 
and look forward to 2022 and beyond.  We will 
also say goodbye to four of your Council Leaders.  
Linda Karas-Biel, Larry Rippe and David Schram 
have fulfilled their term which started 3 short 
years ago.  Lexie Frahm will also be departing 
the council due to a family move planned for 
this Spring.  I was only a part of their term of 
service for one year but sincerely appreciated 
everything they did for the council and our 
church.  Please join me in thanking them for 
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CHURCHWIDE NEWS 
 
 

 
 
 

their service and the time they committed to 
Resurrection. 

We also get to say hello and thank you to four 
people that have chosen to “replace their stone” 
and be a part of our church council for the next 
two to three years.  We welcome and are grateful 
to Shelly Schram (2-year term), Jonathan Rippe, 
Brian Roeber and Andy Stednitz for taking on 
this extremely important ministry and being 
and integral part of our church.  I personally 
look forward to working with each of them. 
Have you thought where you might fit in?  It is 
NEVER TOO LATE to join a team or figure out 
where your talents will fit into this wonderful 
place, we call Resurrection Lutheran Church.  
Don’t hesitate to ask me or any council and/or 
team member where your time and talents can 
help our church family.  Let’s do this together 
and make 2022 the best rebuilding year ever. 

Sincerely, 
Bill Schwarten

 
 
               

Contemplative practices are both ancient 
and new—and authentically Lutheran! 

Practices such as silent meditation, centering 
prayer, walking a labyrinth or yoga may feel 
unfamiliar to some Lutherans, but contemplative 
practices have a long history within Christianity. 

The Gospels describe Jesus going off alone to 
pray and be in God’s presence. Some early 
Christians, the so-called desert fathers and 
mothers withdrew to isolated areas to dedicate 
their lives to various contemplative practices. 
Martin Luther reportedly spent four hours per 
day in prayer. 

And in more recent decades, Catholic and 
Protestant theologians such as Thomas Merton, 
Howard Thurman, Richard Rohr, Cynthia 
Bourgeault and Barbara Holmes have popularized 
contemplative Christian practices in the United 
States that draw on both Christian and non-
Christian traditions, such as Zen meditation or 
yoga. 

Hill’s meditation group, Peace of Mindful, is 
rooted in Buddhist practice, and he is clear that 
the ministry is “interfaith work.” But he also finds 
strong support for meditation in Lutheran 
theology, including Luther’s sacramental 
understanding of divine presence “in, with, 
around, under” ordinary human and earthly 
matter, which reminds us that we are part of 
something bigger. Luther also described sin as 
a state of being curved in on the self, an anxious 
preoccupation remedied only by grace. 

“Meditation at its root is about letting go of the 
ego,” Hill explained. He likened it to the apostle 
Paul’s reflection “It is no longer I who live, but it 
is Christ who lives in me” (Galatians 2:20) and to 
John the Baptist’s declaration that “[Jesus] must 
increase, but I must decrease” (John 3:30). 

Luther further insisted that in baptismal life we 
die and rise with Christ every day, an idea that 
resonates with Hill’s concept of meditation. 
Christians, he said, understand that “we let go 
into something, and what we experience is that 
we’re held.” 

This experience is amplified by participating in 
a group, something Hill considers an expression of 
the communion of saints: “It’s easy to think of 
meditation as something you’re doing alone, 
but you’re not.” 

For members of Peace of Mindful, the silence of 
meditation isn’t just an absence of sound, but a 
presence shared by the whole group, like the 
presence of a friend who sits with you wordlessly 
at your most difficult hour. “We are here with 
each other in the sitting,” Hill said. “It’s a palpable 
kind of community.” 

You can start anytime—and there is a practice 
for every personality. 
---------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/PeaceofMindful/
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TANZANIA RETREAT 
February 20-22, 2022 
Carol Joy Holling Camp 

This retreat gives a glimpse into Tanzanian 
culture, teaches a quilt pattern using Tanzanian 
fabrics, and benefits Tanzanian Women's 
Scholarship Fund. 

Mary Mayfield, our retreat leader, brings her 
expertise and experience from her many trips to 
Tanzania. The Northern Diocese of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Tanzania is a sister synod of 
the Nebraska Synod (ELCA). Through this 
partnership, Mary has traveled to Tanzania 
several times and has a heart for the people 
she has met along the way. 

This is one of the featured quilt patterns, African 
Angel Kit, starting at $29. Contact Mary to order 
the kit at mayfieldim@cox.net or 402-778-0291. 
Please use “African Angel” for the subject line 
in your email. You can use this pattern as part 
of a table runner, wall hanging, or quilt. There 
will be background fabrics, patterns, and more 
in the Tanzanian Treasures shop that will be set 
up during the retreat. This retreat is open to 
people of all skill levels and sewing abilities! 

Participants are also free to work on their own 
projects. Bring your fabrics and join us for a 
memorable experience! 

Supply List: 
• Cleaned and oiled sewing machine with a new 
     needle 
• Scissors 
• Pins and pincushion 
• Seam Ripper 
• Rotary Cutter with a new blade 
• Rulers and mat 
• Iron and ironing surface 
• Desk lamp 

Cost: 
• $80 per person for commuter (no overnight 
   stay) 
• $200 per person for double occupancy room 
• $240 per person for single occupancy room 

• Wednesday, Feb 23 is an optional day at an 
   additional cost - $80 

Your lodging, programming, and all meals are 
included in your registration fee. 

There is a $100 non-refundable deposit due at 
the time of registration. Registration closes two 
weeks before the retreat start date. 

Accommodations: 
This retreat will be in the Swanson Retreat Center.  
This facility features oversized sleeping rooms 
with two queen beds, a restroom, desk, television, 
telephone, internet access, wifi, and more. 

To get signed up go to: 
https://www.cjhcenter.org/tanzania or contact 
Emma Powell at EPowell@NLOM.org or 402-
944-2544. 
---------------------------------------------------- 

            FIRST-TIME  
    CAMPER DISCOUNT 

We are so excited to share 
this amazing offer with you! 

Here are a few things that you need to know... 
1. First-time campers at Carol Joy Holling Camp 

only. Sorry - if you've been to summer camp 
at CJH Camp before (not counting family 
programs), you can't use this discount. "Grade" 
refers to the 2021-2022 school year.                

2. You may ONLY use the discount on the 
following sessions: 
TrailHead (Grades 1 - 6) 
Weeks 1, 2, 3, & 4 
The Springs (Grades 6 - 8) 
Weeks 4, 6, & 7 

3. Register now! When you register, please 
pay the full registration fee of $100. Use 
coupon code 'Half22' when registering 
online. Please note, the discount will not be 
applied to your balance until your eligibility 
is verified by Registrar, Jessica Weltz. Go to: 
https://www.caroljoyholling.org/register.  

Questions? Contact Jessica by email at Registrar@ 
NLOM.org or by phone at 402-944-2544. 
 

mailto:mayfieldim@cox.net?subject=African%20Angel
http://cjhcenter.org/swanson-center
https://www.cjhcenter.org/tanzania
https://www.caroljoyholling.org/register
mailto:Registrar@NLOM.org
mailto:Registrar@NLOM.org
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 SISTER CONGREGATION 

       Concordia 
        Lutheran 
         Church 
       Concord, Nebraska 

At the NE ELCA Synod Assembly, we chose 
Concordia Lutheran Church in Concord, NE as 
our sister congregation in Nebraska.   

Most people do not know where Concord is.  
They are in the Northeast about 40 miles west 
of South Sioux City and 12 miles north of Wayne.   

Old Business includes: Nominating committee 
is working on securing nominations for 2022 
election. Carolyn has contacted property 
committee regarding paving bids for east 
parking lot project.  VANCO rollout will wait 
until new Financial Secretary is in place.  

New Business includes: More review and 
recommendations were done with 2022 proposed 
budget to get ready for final proposal for 
annual meeting. The annual meeting will be 
held at 10:15 following regular worship service 
and a potluck will follow meeting.  Brandi has 
picked up the apples and candy bars for the 
Christmas Program.  We have received several 
year-end requests for financial support. A motion 
was made and approved to give a total of $1500.00 
to a variety of local and ELCA organizations.  

To read more about Concordia, please go to: 
https://www.concordialutheranelca.com/.

 
SEED TEAM 
SUNDAY SCHOOL  

It was so great to see the kids 
again in January after our short 
recess for the holidays! We are 
always in need of helpers in the 

classroom. You can sign up on the church website 
to be an assistant teacher or a youth helper!  

Additionally, please remember that there is NO 
Sunday School on February 13th for the Annual 
Meeting. 

FISH & LAMBS (Pre-K-5th Grade) 
Sunday School is available for 
children PreK (3yo) through 5th.  
We meet weekly on Sundays at 
9:40 a.m. to go through the 
Whirl Lectionary curriculum which 

will discuss the same topics as the texts and 
sermon in worship that week.  
-------------------------------------------------------- 
ACOLYTING  
4th-8th Grade Students 

All students, grades 4th-8th are 
invited to sign up for acolyting at 
our Saturday and Sunday worship 
services.  To sign up for our acolyte 

services please go to our sign up at on our website 
under sign-ups at https://relchurch.net/sign-ups/. 
---------------------------------------------------------
CONFIRMATION 

6th Grade Mentor/Mentee Program-2021/22 
The 2021/2022 Mentor/Mentee program is under 
way.  If you would still like to participate in, please 
contact Pr. James about this very important step 
in your spiritual life.  
----------------------------------------------------
7th Grade Bible Year Confirmation 2021/22 
Join Pr. James each week as you continue to 
grow in faith while learning the scripture and 
the Ten Commandments. This ministry strives 
to help you grow in faith so that you will continue 
to be active in worshiping God and growing in 
his Word. 

Schedule: 
2/02 – The Holy Spirit 
2/09 – Peter and the Early Church 
2/16 – The Damascus Road 
2/23 – Letters of Paul 
---------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 

https://www.concordialutheranelca.com/
https://relchurch.net/sign-ups/
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8th Grade Catechism Year Confirmation 2021/22 
In baptism, we are claimed as God’s children. 
Confirmation is about embracing and living out 
that identity! The central teaching tool we use 
is Martin Luther’s Small Catechism, which helps 
students learn how to read and apply God’s Word 
to their lives. Traditionally, the Catechism was 
also a teaching tool for parents, which is why we 
do what we can to partner with and encourage 
spiritual leaders in the home. 

Schedule: 
2/02 – Stealing 
2/09 – False Witness 
2/16 – Coveting 
2/23 – 1st Article 
            Ten Commandment Quiz 
---------------------------------------------------- 
Confirmation Faith Statements: 2020-21 Class 
 

† † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † 

Troy Lindquist 
Psalm 119:15 

“God is Good, God is Great, Thank You for Today, 
Amen.” This is the first prayer I was taught when I 
was little, and it will forever have a place in my 
heart. Every night when my parents put me to 
bed, we would say this prayer even if I was at a 
grandparents or aunts house, I would still make 
them say it with me. Ever since I was little, I knew 
God was there and would always keep me safe. 
Whenever I’m snapping a football, or showing a 
cow, or hitting a baseball I know he is always 
there to help me along the way. God helps guide 
me in the decisions I’m making and helps me to 
understand that making decisions that follow in 
my faith will lead me to where I need to be. I 
know he is there to keep me and my family safe. 
And He does that for everyone twenty-four hours 
a day, seven days a week, 365 days a year. When I 
was 5, He was there when I had my first big fall 
on my bike. He helped my mom get through 
seeing me get stitches, and He held us both to 
make sure we were OK. He was there when we 
said goodbye to our loved one. Knowing she 
was in His hands and was safe. 

Psalm 119:15 “Your word is a lamp to my feet 
and a light to my path”. When I make choices in 
my life ,I know that God is leading me down the 
right path, the one He has made for me and 
continues to make. As a Freshman in High School 
at Gretna High School following in His word 
allows me to be the person I am supposed to 
be. As I set the goals for myself, I know He is 
lighting that path for me and helping me choose 
the path that is best for me. As my future is 
being built, I know that whatever happens the 
path ahead that God has laid out for me will be 
the path that I take, and He will still be there for 
me, and my family and friends know matter 
where I end up. As long as I believe in Him, 
keep the faith, and recognize His presence, I 
will find my way. 

One step at a time, I make decisions. God is 
there to guide me to make the right choices 
and best decisions. No matter what is happening, 
or what I am doing. Thank You for being the 
lamp to my feet and lighting my path. It doesn't 
matter if it is Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday, Friday, Saturday or Sunday. He is 
there for me and for you. He is there for Your 
grandparents, parents, aunts and uncles, and 
your friends. He is there for everyone. 
--------------------------------------------------- 
Harrison Palser 
Joshua 1:9 

My baptism was the beginning of my journey 
through faith.  When I was baptized, God 
claimed me as his child.  From that point on, 
even though I did nothing to deserve it, I was 
saved from sin.  I am so grateful and thankful 
to have been given this gift. 

My understanding of God and my faith has 
grown throughout my life.  By attending Sunday 
school, I learned many lessons like how to 
forgive those who have hurt me, how to share 
my thoughts with God through prayer, and 
how I can show my faith through my actions.  
As I grew older, I began to understand that 
Jesus died on a cross for our sins.  When Jesus 
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rose from the dead it showed that God’s light 
can overcome the darkness.  By hearing stories 
at Sunday school, vacation bible school and 
during church service, I learned about the ways 
God shows his love for us, the important lessons 
Jesus taught people by his words and actions, 
and the importance of faith. 

When I came to Resurrection Lutheran, I learned 
the phrase “Share God’s word.  Show God’s 
love.  Serve God.”  This phrase is great as it 
explains the ways we can be good Christians.  I 
can share God’s word by inviting someone to 
church or to a youth group event or even by 
handing out candy at the Trunk-or-Treat.  I can 
show God’s love by helping others – sometimes 
by doing things for them and sometimes by 
just being there for them.  I can serve God by 
setting a good example and by trying hard to 
be the best person I can be. 

I like to think of God as a guardian.  He looks 
after me when I need it most and watches over 
me and my family.  When I talk to God through 
prayer, it makes me feel reassured and comforted.  
I know he will always love me, even if I make 
bad choices.  I know that even if I sin, he will 
forgive me and he will always listen.  

For my confirmation verse, I chose Joshua 
chapter 1, verse 9: “Be strong and courageous; 
do not be frightened or dismayed, for the Lord 
your God is with you wherever you go.”  This 
verse means a lot to me because when I am 
discouraged or feeling down, God helps me 
feel like I can make it through.  I know he’s always 
there for me and ready to listen, which makes 
me feel stronger. 

As I get ready to confirm my faith, I feel thankful 
for God’s grace and love.  I am excited to share 
this time with my family.  This means so much 
to me and is a big step forward in my journey 
in faith.  But it is not the end.  I will continue to 
learn about God through the bible and by going 
to church.  I will continue to be involved in the 
church and will do my best to share God’s word, 
show God’s love, and serve God.  

UNDERGROUND ON WEDNESDAYS 7:00 PM 

All 9-12th grade students are invited to join us 
every Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. for the Youth 
Underground programming.  

Schedule: 
2/02: Congregational Team of the Month 
2/09: Youth Gathering getting Ready Curriculum 
2/16: Fellowship/Games 
2/23: Discussion and Questions 
----------------------------------------------------
Youth Gathering News  

 

 

 
There is no new information at this time, please 
watch your emails for more! 

As of right now, we are still planning to have 
our Shrove Tuesday dinner at the church to 
fundraise for the Youth Gathering at 6:30 p.m. 
on March 1st. We will reevaluate mid-February 
and have more details for you then! 

 
COLLEGE AGED MINISTRY & 
PROGRAMMING (CAMP) 
CAMP stands for College Aged Ministry Programs! 
This program is for anyone who has graduated 
from high school. All are welcome to attend 
(even if you decided that college wasn’t your 
post-high school plans! We want to connect 
with all of you)! 

S.O.C.K.s Program 
The SOCKs (Support Our College 
Kids) program will pair up our 
college-aged members with other 
adult members of the congregation. 

Their sponsor will send them monthly care 
packages or letters, just to let them know that 
they are being prayed for no matter the distance.  
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If you know a college student (university, college, 
trade school, or other post-secondary programs),  
please register them at https://docs.google.com/ 
forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfyewo1ezgmqLr7dV8w69Ej3
AoS9PcelGX6rs0gO7W3X8OCKg/viewform?usp=
sf_link. If you would like to sponsor a college kid, 
send Hannah Grove an email at Hannah.Grove@ 
relchurch.net or call her at church for more 
information!

 

LOCAL & WORLD SERVICE 
TOGETHER A GREATER GOOD 

To date, our church TAGGers 
have raised more than $2000 for 
church projects sponsored by the 
Local & World Service Team.  

Download the app to your smartphone and 
choose RELC as the supported organization. 
You can also drop your receipts at the office. 
When you purchase from a TAGG business, it will 
donate up to 5% of your total purchase to RELC.  

The Local & World Service Team invites you 
to do the TAGG of the MONTH! 

                February is  
             JAVI’S TACOS 
 located at 1776 Welch Plaza.  
 They will donate 5% of your 
 purchase, up to $10 per receipt. 

 
 
 
 

 
HEALTH MINISTRY TEAM 
Greetings from your Health Ministry Team! 

January is Radon Awareness 
Month.  Radon is an odorless 
gas that is the second leading 
cause of lung cancer.  More than 
half of homes in Nebraska have 

high levels of radon.  To learn more, go to 
https://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/Radon-Test-Kits.aspx or 

call the Sarpy/Cass County Health Department at 
402-339-4334.  

February is Heart Month.  Here are a few things 
you can do to maintain a healthy heart: 

• Know your risk factors for heart disease, and 
talk to your healthcare provider about how to 
lower your risk 

• Know your numbers- cholesterol, blood 
sugar, blood pressure, and weight 

• Have your blood pressure checked regularly 
• Maintain a healthy diet to protect your heart 

health 
• Get regular physical activity [Aim for 150 

minutes of moderate physical activity each 
week] 

• Know the signs and symptoms of a heart 
attack and the importance of calling 9-1-1 
immediately 

Blood Pressure Checks- The Health Ministry 
Team is offering blood pressure checks 

• Second Saturday of each month 5:00-5:25 
p.m. 

• Second Sunday of each month 9:30-10:40 
a.m. 

Please take advantage of this opportunity to take 
charge of your health!  (Masks required) 
• Covid-19 Precautions- As you may have 

heard, the Omicron variant of Covid is 
spreading rapidly in our community.  The 
Health Ministry Team encourages you to 
“Show God’s Love” to others by wearing a 
mask when you are inside in public areas.  To 
get real-time information on Covid cases by 
zip code, go to https://covidactnow.org/ 

Here’s to your health! 
 

CARE TEAM 
The Prayer Team will now be 
the Care Team with an official 
RELChurch e-mail address. 
Prayer is a vital part of our 

faith. The Care Team mission will continue to be to 
pray for those in need and to share requested 
prayers with those on the contact list via e-mail, 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfyewo1ezgmqLr7dV8w69Ej3AoS9PcelGX6rs0gO7W3X8OCKg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfyewo1ezgmqLr7dV8w69Ej3AoS9PcelGX6rs0gO7W3X8OCKg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfyewo1ezgmqLr7dV8w69Ej3AoS9PcelGX6rs0gO7W3X8OCKg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfyewo1ezgmqLr7dV8w69Ej3AoS9PcelGX6rs0gO7W3X8OCKg/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:Hannah.Grove@relchurch.net
mailto:Hannah.Grove@relchurch.net
https://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/Radon-Test-Kits.aspx
https://covidactnow.org/
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phone call, and in the weekly bulletins. The Care 
Team is broadening its mission to also include 
connecting those in need with additional services 
available through Resurrection. For example, 
the Health Ministry team may be able to assist 
with providing needs like walkers or wheelchairs 
for in home use or assistance in answering medical 
related questions. Some may be in need of Care 
Meals or request a visit from Pastor James and 
communion. The Care Team is here to support 
our faith family both spiritually and physically. If 
you or someone you know is in need, you may 
reach out to the Care Team or the church office 
for additional assistance. Let Tammy Williams 
know if you are interested in joining the team. 
The Care Team meets the 4th Tuesday of each 
month at 7:00 p.m. All are welcome. 

Going forward, prayer requests will be sent out 
from CareTeam@relchurch.net. You may need 
to update settings in your e-mail to allow e-mails 
from CareTeam@relchurch.net, so the e-mails 
aren’t blocked or sent to a junk/spam e-mail 
folder. Please e-mail the Care Team if you 
would like to receive e-mails regarding prayer 
requests, change your e-mail address, or to be 
removed from this contact list. This contact list 
will not be shared with others and will only 
send out information from the Care Team. 

 
BENEVOLENCE & MISSION TEAM 

Resurrection Evangelical 
Lutheran Church (RELC) 
distributes 8% of our quarterly 
offering to the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church of America (ELCA) Synod to help 
organizations in need on a national & worldwide 
basis. The purpose of the Mission & Benevolence 
Team is also to provide financial assistance to 
worthy organizations by distributing 2% of RELC’s 
quarter offering with an emphasis on local needs. 
In making our decisions, we strive to support 
RELC’s strategic long-term plans and goals. 

Congregation,  
If you know of an organization that has a need 
(i.e. funding) within our community where our 

team might be of assistance, please leave a 
note in our box in the church office.  We will 
prayerfully consider these requests quarterly 
along with the other requests we regularly receive. 
-Thank you, Benevolence & Mission Team 
----------------------------------------------------------- 
4th Quarter 8% ELCA Mission Share - $9, 331.54 

4th Quarter 2% Distribution - $2,332.88 

I. We have committed to give $825 per year 
for the next 3 years to Gretna Neighbors 
to be used towards their rental obligation.  
Our $206.25 quarterly commitment will 
come off the top leaving a balance of 
$2126.63 to distribute elsewhere. 

II.  $708.88 to Lutheran Family Services  

III.  $708.88 to Project Hope 

IV.  $708.87 to Siena Francis House 

Next Meeting Date:  1st Quarter-April 10, 2022

OUTREACH TEAM 
THE RESURRECTION CAFÉ IS OPEN!   

Please join us for coffee, donuts and 
fellowship between services each Sunday.   

We are always looking for individuals/families 
willing to ensure that the coffee and donuts are 
ready and available. All you have to do is make 
coffee, prepare/serve donuts, clean up and 
make people feel welcome. There are step by 
step instructions provided to assist you too! If 
you think you have what it takes to help out, 
stop by the café on Sunday or contact Brenda 
Fleck at 402-399-0661. 

GREETERS NEEDED! 
We are “resurrecting” the 
greeter program and hope that 
we can count on you to help 
us welcome members and 

guests.  We understand that we are still in a 
pandemic and people have different levels of 
comfort when interacting with others.  With 
that said, all that’s required to greet is to say 
“good morning” and smile!  

mailto:CareTeam@relchurch.net
mailto:CareTeam@relchurch.net
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We’re in the process of creating the fall/early 
winter schedule.  Please let us know if you are 
unable to greet or have any questions, please 
contact Brenda Fleck at 402-399-0661.   

Thanks so much for your part in making RELC a 
friendly, welcoming place of worship! 

 
STEWARDSHIP TEAM 

In November the church council 
approved an updated Gifting 
Policy.  This policy governs the 
acceptance of gifts by Resurrection 

Lutheran and provides guidance to prospective 
donors and their advisors when making gifts to 
this congregation where all are invited to support 
our mission and ministry. The provisions of this 
policy apply to all gifts to Resurrection Lutheran 
over and above regular giving, offering, or pledges, 
or specific campaign or initiative contributions. 

The Gifting Policy is now available for everyone 
to review through a link to the document on the 
Donate page of our RELC website at relchurch.net.   
All members are encouraged to take a look at the 
policy and get familiar with the gifting guidelines 
to better understand the many ways that gifts may 
be made to the church and how those gifts will be 
used.  We will also be providing temple talks this 
month to provide an overview of the highlights 
of the Gifting Policy.  

We also hope that all of you consider participating 
in any of the RELC ministry teams and related 
activities this year – they could all use your time 
and talents!  If you are interested in learning 
more about joining any of the ministry teams, 
please browse our RELC website or call the 
church office.   Thank you to everyone for your 
continued service and support to fulfill our 
mission and support all of our RELC ministries.  

 
PROPERTY TEAM 

The property team is always looking 
for new members that like to get 
involved and have fresh new ideas 
for our church properties.  

Please contact Bill Schwarten at 402-290-6300 
if you are interested in joining the team. 

 
RELC ARCHIVES TEAM 

Those of you that are regular 
readers of this page have 
undoubtably noticed that there 
have not been many stories 

written in the last few months. This is because 
the subject matter has become increasingly 
limited. So, I have decided to take a break from 
submitting monthly stories for the Messenger 
for the time being.  

I thank you for and appreciate all the kind 
comments that I have received over the past 
number of years that I have written this column. 
I would also encourage any suggestions and 
ideas for future stories that any of you may 
have and I will make every attempt to gather 
any information that I can find and do a story 
on the subject.  

If, in these next few winter months you decide 
to do a bit of decluttering in your closets and 
desk drawers and you happen to come across 
any items pertaining to past events in the church, 
please consider giving them to the church archives. 
If these items or photos are things you do not 
want to dispose of, we will make copies and 
return them to you. Just like those items from 
forty, fifty, and more years ago, all the way back 
to the very founding of Resurrection, these 
more recent items will soon be forgotten if we 
do not preserve them for the future.  

Until the next installment, thank you.  
The Archives Team 

Contact Jim Eichner if you have any stories or 
pictures of the past at Eichnerj6527@msn.com. 

 
WORSHIP & MUSIC TEAM 
PHASE II WORSHIP SERVICES 

Don’t miss hearing God’s word 
as Pr. James Sells shares the 
Gospel with us each week. The 
church and the church office are 

open during the week from 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 

mailto:Eichnerj6527@msn.com
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General:  
o    Masks are optional inside the church.  
o    Social distancing is encouraged.  
o    Hand sanitizer stations are located 

throughout the building.  
o    Do not enter church if you do not feel 

well, are experiencing symptoms of 
COVID-19 or are COVID-19 positive.  

SERVICE SCHEDULE EFFECTIVE AUGUST 1, 2021  

Saturday Services – Mask Optional 
5:30 p.m. – Blended Service – Sanctuary 
Communion served Saturday before first & 
third Sundays 

Sunday Services – Masks Optional  
8:30 a.m. – Traditional Service – Sanctuary 
Communion served first & third Sundays  

9:40-10:30 a.m. – Adult Forum – Conf. Room/ Zoom 

10:45 a.m. – Contemporary Service – Fellowship Hall 
Communion served second & fourth Sundays  

Social distancing is practiced and encouraged.  

Current CDC Guidelines suggest unvaccinated 
persons continue wearing masks in situations when 
6 feet if social distancing cannot be maintained. 

Online Worship Services 

 YouTube: (Watch Live or Uploaded Service) 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjXn
hZfhxipkc5ZTA6SrHUw 

 Facebook: 
Facebook.com/RELCgretna  

---------------------------------------------------- 
Chancel Choir, Bell Choir, and 
Praise Band rehearsals have 
begun. The Chancel Choir 
rehearses from 6:00-6:30 p.m.,  

the Bells from 6:30-7:10 p.m., and the Praise 
Band will rehearse at 7:15 p.m. every Wednesday  
evening during the school year. Each choir 
shares special music once per month at the 8:30 
a.m. service. 

No prior choir experience is required for singing 
in the Chancel Choir, but some musical experience 
is helpful for bell ringers.  

Contact Dr. Matt Hill if you are interested in 
joining at matt@singomaha.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lent is the season of the church year that follows 
the Epiphany Season. It is a time we set aside 
each year to remember the love of God that 
is poured out through Christ Jesus on the 
cross in His death; and His defeat of death, sin 
and Satan in Christ's death and resurrection that 
brings Eternal Life to you. 

ASH WEDNESDAY:  
March 2 
Imposition of Ashes-12:00 p.m.  
Worship 7:00 p.m.                             
LENTEN WORSHIP:  
March 9-April 6  
Worship 7:00 p.m. Every Wednesday 
HOLY WEEK:  
April 10-16 
Palm Saturday-April 9, 5:30 p.m. 
Palm Sunday-April 10, 8:30 & 10:45 a.m. 
Maundy Thursday-April 14, 7:00 p.m. 
Good Friday-April 15, 7:00 p.m. 
Easter Vigil-April 16, 5:30 p.m. 
EASTER SUNDAY:  
April 17 
Sunrise Easter Worship-6:45 a.m. 
Easter Worship-8:30 & 10:45 a.m. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjXnhZfhxipkc5ZTA6SrHUw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjXnhZfhxipkc5ZTA6SrHUw
mailto:matt@singomaha.org
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December Finance Report 
 

 

 Dec '21 YTD '21 Budget '21 
  (12 month) (12 months) 

Income:    
   Local Offering $73,853  $324,126  $304,717  
   Other Giving $7,488  $42,699  $31,095  
General Budget Total $81,341  $366,825  $335,812  

    
Expenses:    
   2021 Roof Repair $68,000  $68,000   
   Administrative $20,413  $227,203  $256,040  
   Benevolence $1,035  $36,751  $33,472  
   Christian Education $530  $4,035  $7,740  
   Golden Age $0  $0  $300  
   Health Ministry $270  $511  $1,050  
   Outreach $692  $3,294  $7,500  
   Property $2,038  $33,864  $30,225  
   Stewardship $156  $156  $700  
   Technology $130  $2,510  $2,460  
   Worship and Music $4,216  $10,931  $10,105  
General Budget Total $97,479  $387,255  $349,592  
Net Profit (Loss) ($16,138) ($20,429) ($13,779) 

    
  Dec '20 YTD '20  
Total Income (PPP incl) $60,578  $384,566   
Total Expenses $22,099  $331,385   
      
Net Profit (Loss) $38,479  $53,181   

 

Connectors: Thank you for agreeing to be a greeter and for 
providing a warm welcome to our members and visitors as they 
arrive for worship! If you are unable to be here for your designated 
Sunday, you are responsible to find your own substitute.  If you no 
longer want to be on the greeter schedule, please contact Brenda 
Fleck and Anne Brodin. 

Traditional Service 8:30 am  
   2/6     Larry & Beth Rippe 
   2/13   One Service Today 
   2/20   Dave & Shelley Schram 
   2/27   Judy Osbahr, Carolyn Strong 

Contemporary 10:45 am 
 2/6     Becky Schnack, Brenda Fleck, Sheri Feala, Deb Mindrup 
   2/13    One Service Today 
   2/20   Mark & Shelly Grimm, Jon & Renee Gross 
   2/27   Richard & Nancy Ayer 

   

Servers in February 
Head Usher: 

   5:30 pm (Sat.) Open 
  8:30 am (Sun.) Rich Killingsworth       
 10:45 am (Sun.) Brian Roeber 

 Flowers & Bulletins: Joyce McMahill 

Altar Guild: Harolyn Stender, Mardelle 
Bergsten, Joyce Mohling        

Lay Readers:  
-Saturday 5:30 pm – Deb Mindrup (2/5, 
2/19), Open (2/26) 
-Sunday 8:30 am – Jonathan Rippe (2/6), 
Wendy Hirschfeld (2/20), Deb Mindrup (2/27) 
-Sunday 10:45 am – Rachel Wright 

Church Council Schedule:  
-Saturday Blended 5:30 pm 
   2/5     Rich Killingsworth, Lexie Frahm 
   2/12  No Service Today 
   2/19   Becky Wagner, Rich Killingsworth 
 2/26 Rich Killingsworth 
-Traditional 8:30 am   
   2/6 Becky Wagner, Rich Killingsworth 
   2/13    One Service Today 
   2/20   Bill Schwarten, Rich Killingsworth 
 2/27  Becky Wagner 
-Contemporary 10:45 am 
   2/6 Bill Schwarten, Open 
   2/13    Becky Wagner, Rich Killingsworth 
   2/20    Open, Open 
 2/27  Open, Open 

Acolytes: www.relchurch.net, click sign-ups    
-Saturday Blended 5:30 pm 
   2/5     Soren Frahm, Stella Frahm 
   2/12  No Service Today 
   2/19   Treyden Sheridan, Michael Sheridan 
 2/26 Treyden Sheridan, Michael Sheridan 
-Traditional 8:30 am 
 2/6 Lexie Wagner 
   2/13    One Service Today 
   2/20    Bennett Wolverton 
 2/27  Lexi Wagner 
-Contemporary 10:45 am  
 2/6 Luke Mefford, Kylie Raess 
   2/13    Soren Frahm, Stella Frahm 
   2/20    Elliot Reece, Emilia Reece 
 2/27  Tristian Wright, Tatum Wright

http://www.relchurch.net/
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Stephanie Rippe 2/1 
Donna Jesz 2/2 
Garrick Wilson 2/2 
Robert Rueth 2/3 
Shelly Grimm 2/3 
Caylee Lorenz 2/4 
Pam Nothwehr 2/4 
Alex Beiting 2/4 
Trevor Lindquist 2/4 
Ann Colgrove 2/5 
Lane Hartman 2/5 
Trevan Reynoldson 2/5 
Brian Roeber 2/7 
Chandler Clark 2/8 
Avery Buster 2/9 
Kylie Raess 2/9 
Kim Rainforth 2/9 
Brooke Elliott 2/9 
Ashley Ortiz 2/9 
Pavithra Galaska 2/10  

Eilene Ehlers 2/11 
Douglas Scott 2/11 
Kendra Rueth 2/12 
Sarah Asche 2/12 
Brian Wilson 2/13 
Christine Cullinane 2/14 
Cheri O'Kelly 2/14 
Michael Kelly 2/15 
Dennis O'Kelly 2/15 
John Palser 2/15 
Margery Warren 2/16 
Samuel Osborn 2/16 
Rick Vodicka 2/16 
Alivia Schwery 2/16 
Kash Shears 2/16 
David Wolken 2/17 
Maxfield Ekue 2/17 
Jenna Keasling 2/18 
Lois Nore 2/18 
Carol Pinkall 2/20 

Logan Hartman 2/20 
Emma Peters 2/21 
Jocelyn Schnell 2/21 
Jarod Asche 2/21 
Tyler Parks 2/22 
Lona Pinkall 2/22 
Kris Wagner 2/23 
Jayden Sheridan 2/23 
Taylor Schnell 2/24 
Becki Reagan 2/25 
Vicki Pelan 2/25 
Lilly Cullinane 2/25 
Kaeleigh Long 2/25 
Kelton Terry 2/26 
Larry Biel 2/27 
Anna Osborn 2/27 
Suzy Jennings 2/28 
Delores Kreifels 2/28 
John Sells 2/28 
Barbara Westenburg 2/29 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Erick and Kim Hill 2/10 3 
Terry and Judy Osbahr 2/10 31 
Nate and Amy Barry 2/25 9 

 

  

 

   Name                                      Date            Years 
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ADS & OPPORTUNITIES 
WE ARE HIRING!  

RELC is hiring a part-time 
Business Administrator.  This 
position will be responsible for 
effectively managing and 

overseeing the ongoing business operations of 
Resurrection. Visit www.relchurch.net for full 
positional details and application instructions.  

MARGERY WARREN CARD SHOWER 
100th Birthday Celebration 

Our most senior member, 
Margery Warren is turning 
“100” on February 16th, 2022! 
To help her celebrate this 
milestone we are throwing her 
a Card Shower. 

Please send wishes for a “Happy Birthday” to: 
Silver Ridge 
Attn: Margery Warren 
11221 204th Street 
Gretna, NE 68028 

SCOUTING SUNDAY 
The Scouting programs for the 
Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts take 
pride in connecting Scouts and 
their faith and they thank their 
faith partners for their continued 

support.  Here at Resurrection, we celebrate our 
Scouts for their faithful service on February 5 & 
6th at all of our services.  We ask all our Scouts 
and Scout leaders to proudly wear their uniform 
to worship service on these days. 

FEBRUARY ADULT FORUM 
Encountering Christ 

Join us for a new Adult Forum 
on March 6-April 3 in the 
Conference Room.  Where do 
we meet him each day? We 
encounter him in the word. We 

encounter him at work and school. We encounter 
him at home.  We encounter him in the 
sacraments.  We even encounter him in works 
of charity. All these encounters can be 
transformative and everlasting. Think about 
your life and how you many ways you encounter 
Christ each day.  It’s remarkable! 

OWLs 55 & OVER GROUP 
The OWL’s are planning an afternoon 
of fun and games.  Join us for a Dominoes 
and popcorn party on February 9th at 
2:00 p.m. 

----------------------------------------------------- 
Join the OWLs on February 
24th at Texas Road House at 
4:00 p.m. (carpoolers meet @ 

RELC by 3:30 p.m.) at their Shadow Lake location. 
We have a private room by the front door, so 
access is easy.  Please call the Bergsten’s with 
any questions at 309-883-2133. 

THEOLOGY ON TAP 
 Anyone over 21 is invited to join us 
on the first Tuesday of each month 
at Lansky’s on 16918 Morgan Ave., 

Ste. 1, Gretna (168th & hwy. 370).  Feel free to 
bring a friend and enjoy some fellowship time 
together. 
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY  

“Awakening to a Grand New Day” 
The Women of Resurrection Bible 
study will meet on the third Tuesday 

of every month at 9:00 a.m. at the church.  
Please join us as we renew friendships again. 

THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS 
 Thank you to all our Thrivent 
participants that have included 
Resurrection as a benefactor of your 
Thrivent Choice Dollars.  If you would 

like to include Resurrection as your Thrivent 
Choice recipient, you can visit thrivent.com/ 
thriventchoice or call 1-800-847-4836 and when 
prompted, say “Thrivent Choice.”  

2021 Thrivent Choice Dollars Donated:  $713.00 

2022 LAY READERS NEEDED 
If you love to read and are 
available for our Saturday, 5:30 
p.m. or Sunday, 8:30 a.m. or 10:45 
a.m. worship service, we need you.  

We are looking for individuals to read two lessons 
during our worship services. Please go to our 
July-December sign-up on our website at 
www.relchurch.net. Thank you. 

http://www.relchurch.net/
http://www.relchurch.net/
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2022 FLOWER/BULLETIN SIGN UP 
            SIGN-UP NOW!!     
Please consider signing up for altar 
flowers and bulletins for 2022. Go 
to our website or call the church 

office to get signed up today at 402-332-3383.  
The suggested donation for bulletin sponsorship 
is $20. Thank you for your kindness. 

RELC QUILTERS  
The RELC Quilters group will be 
meeting on the 2nd & 4th Tuesday of 
every month in the café.  

If you have any unused cotton or cotton blend 
fabric or sheets (size of quilt squares), please 
consider donating these items to help to defray 
the costs of our donated quilts. Contact Judy Feit 
or Susan Clegg with questions. 

PRAYER REQUESTS  
If you would like us to pray for you 
or someone you know, please fill out 
the prayer sheet in your bulletin, send 
the office an email, or give the office 

a call to give your church family the opportunity 
to add it to their daily prayers!!!  If you are 
going into the hospital, be sure and let the 
office know so that we can be there for you with 
prayerful support. All prayer requests will be 
added to the bulletin for one month only, 
unless you contact us to let us know that further 
prayers are needed.  God bless you! 

GRETNA NEIGHBORS FOOD PANTRY 
The pantry will continue with our "open pantry 
hours" the first and third Saturday morning of 
each month from 9-11 a.m. and the second 
Wed. evening of the month from 6-7 p.m.  

The next open pantry dates are as follows: 
Saturday, February 5th           
9-11 a.m. 
Wednesday, February 9th      
6-7 p.m. 
Saturday, February 19th         
9-11 a.m. 

Only Gretna Neighbors board members and 
trained volunteers will be allowed inside to 
protect the safety of everyone involved. 

PROJECT HOPE FOOD PANTRY  
Our church supports the Project 
Hope Food Pantry.  Drop off all 
items at the Outreach Corner.  
Monetary donations can be 
sent to:  Project Hope, Inc., 

6201 N. 60th Street, Omaha, NE 68104 or go to 
projecthopeomaha.org to make an online donation. 
We are now accepting clothing donations. These 
donations of GENTLY used clothing can be 
delivered at the lower east door on Tuesday or 
Thursday between 11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

Food Needs: 
Coffee, shelf stable milk, pop-tarts, jam, jelly, 
peanut butter, canned fruits & vegetables, 
canned beans (baked, refried, black, pinto, and 
etc.), canned meats (tuna, chicken sardines, 
clams, and etc.), boxed potatoes, hamburger or 
tuna helper, rice & pasta packaged side dishes, 
pasta any type, salsa, ketchup, mustard, mayo & 
salad dressings, brownie & cake mixes, flour & 
sugar 
Personal Care & Household Needs: 
Shampoo, conditioner, body wash, deodorant, 
toothpaste, toothbrushes, hand soap & hand 
sanitizer, sunscreen, small bottles of liquid dish soap 
& small bottles of laundry detergent, dusting spray & 
floor cleaners 

Paper Products & Baby/Clothing Needs:   
Toilet paper, facial tissue, paper towels, baby wipes, 
diapers 4 & 6 

Collect Family Fare Receipts 
     Direct Your Dollars is a receipt-
based program sponsored by the 
Family Fare stores.  You can help 
us raise money simply by doing 

something you do each week & going to the 
grocery store.  Send receipts to Project Hope. 

GRETNA TOASTMASTER’S CLUB 
Would you like to be more 
comfortable speaking to a group, 
large or small?  Would you benefit 
from being a more confident leader?   

Toastmasters is an international organization 
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that will help you reach those goals in a fun and 
supportive atmosphere.  

Contact Janel Asche (janelasche1@gmail.com) for 
more information. 

AREA 41: AA-GRETNA FRIDAY NIGHT GROUP 
Each day thousands of people are 
diagnosed with alcohol-related 
problems. Thousands more die from 
these ailments. Well, they don't have 

to.  At Alcoholics Anonymous meetings in Gretna, 
NE you will find help, support and self-empowerment 
from a group of people who were once; or still 
are but are making it through, alcohol addiction. 
Are you an addict or are suffering from an 
alcohol-related ailment? 

Join us on Friday nights at 8:00 p.m. in the café at 
Resurrection Lutheran Church in Gretna.  Enter 
through the north doors.  We are here for you. 

RELC – WAYS TO GIVE YOUR OFFERINGS 

               MAIL 
 
Resurrection Evangelical Lutheran Church 
153 S McKenna Avenue, Gretna, NE 68028 
Please include your designation (general, building, 
memorial) in the memo line of your check to 
ensure it goes to area you would like it to go to. 

TEXT 

Text to 402-875-6081 and type $amount (eg $10) 
in the message to set up a one-time or recurring 
donation.   
  
            ONLINE 

Visit www. Relchurch.net 
Click the Vanco symbol to set up a one time or 
recurring donation. 

SEND US YOUR PICTURES  
If you have any pictures you’d like 
included in the Messenger or on 
Facebook, please email them to the 

office. We’d enjoy seeing what your team is doing 
or what’s happening in your groups. 

PLEASE NOTE – IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO ENSURE THAT YOU HAVE 
PERMISSION OF ALL PEOPLE WITHIN YOUR PHOTOS TO SHARE ON SOCIAL 
MEDIA OUTLETS BEFORE SUBMITTING. WE WANT TO SHARE THESE MEMORIES 
BUT ALSO RESPECT THE PRIVACY OF OTHERS. 

PRAYER SHAWL GROUP  
If you knit or crochet, or would like 
to learn, you are invited to join the 
RELC Prayer Shawl Group!  We create 
shawls that are available for anyone 

in our congregation to be distributed to friends 
or family going through a personal crisis, whether it 
is illness, loss or other concern.  We also have 
some cancer hats and “prayer squares” available!  
Blankets for our newly baptized little ones are also 
made by our members!  If you have any questions 
or would like to be involved in making some of 
these items, contact Karen Hitz at 402-212-2589. 

*If you know of someone who is in need of a 
prayer shawl, prayer square or cancer hat at this 
time, please call the office at 402-332-3383. 

SAVE YOUR LABELS!  
The Local and World Service team is 
collecting Best Choice labels.  The 
money raised will be donated to Gretna 

Neighbors and Project Hope.  Just purchase Best 
Choice products (locally at McKinney’s and Super 
Saver), cut out the UPC code with Best Choice 
written above it, and place in the box by the 
food donation corner with the yellow shelving. 

We are collecting box tops for education.  
Please trim the edges and drop them 
in the box in food donation corner. 

ALUMINUM CAN COLLECTION!  
Bring your empty cans to the container 
outside of the west door of the 
church-in the alley. We please ask 

that you do not crush them.  The can needs to 
be visible for refund purposes. The proceeds 
will go to Least of My Brethren. 

SAVE YOUR POP TABS! 
The Ronald McDonald house is still 
collecting pop tabs.  Please drop off 
your tabs by the food donation corner 
with the yellow shelving.  Your tabs will 
help cover costs that support families with 
a seriously ill or injured child. 

 Donate  
      or  
Pay Here 

 

mailto:janelasche1@gmail.com
http://www/
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CELEBRATION OF BAPTISM 
Congratulations to Morgan Ewer on 
the baptism of her daughter, Lakelyn 
Lee Lorrana Ewer.  Lakelyn was baptized 

on Sunday, January 30th. The sponsors for Lakelyn 
are Adison Huffman, Kelsey Jarnigan, Kole Ewer, 
and Nathan Ewer.  We welcome Lakelyn Lee Lorrana 
into our church family as a baptized Child of God.

 
WITH SYMPATHY 

Our thoughts and prayers go 
out to the family and friends of 
Jason Schram. A visitation and 
celebration of life funeral 

service for Jason took place on January 23rd at 
Resurrection. Please keep Jason’s family in your 
thoughts and prayers at this time.  Praying the 
Lord will comfort you with his peace.

 
A NOTE OF THANKS 
Dear Resurrection members 

It is with great appreciation that I 
write to thank you for your 
continued monetary support with 
your generous donation of $708.88 
with check #11804 received today.  

Your donation will be used to provide much 
needed help for those who come to see us for 
assistance and hope. 

Project hope is proud that we are able to offer our 
clients food, clothing, and personal care items at 
no cost and that is because of the gifts we receive 
from churches and organizations. 

Your generosity will allow us to continue to serve 
the hungry and those in need.  Thank you so much 
for choosing to support Project Hope and our 
mission. 

-Blessings to you, Veda Keebler, Exec. Director 

FROM THE OFFICE 
 
 
*Check out the Communication Schedule 
located on the south bulletin board to see 
when information is due to the office. 
MARCH MESSENGER ARTICLES ARE DUE: 
• Tuesday, February 15th by 12:00 p.m. 

BULLETIN ANNOUCEMENTS ARE DUE: 
• Wednesday morning by 10:00 a.m. 

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
• Sunday, February 13th 10:00 a.m. 

--------------------------------------------------------- 
2022 OFFERING ENVELOPES 

2022 Offering Envelopes are 
available for pickup. They are 
located on the table with the 
red tablecloth outside the 

atrium. The church is unlocked during office 
hours: 9:00a.m.-2:00 p.m., Monday through 
Friday and during services and programming. 

If you would like to start receiving envelopes, 
please contact Desiree Stednitz via email at 
desiree.stednitz@relchurch.net or by phone in 
the office 402-332-3383 M-W 9-2. As always, 
any offering received via check or cash in an 
envelope with your name will be added to your 
giving statement (no special envelopes required). 
--------------------------------------------------------- 
OUR COMMUNICATION APP! 

 
 
 

This app allows us to communicate about 
emergency cancellations. Enter this link into 
your browser https://band.us/n/a3ae23c8A9i3b 
or scan the QR code to join and be the first to 
know about any schedule changes due to 
severe weather or other emergencies! 
---------------------------------------------------------- 
OPPORTUNTIES WITHIN RELC 
The following opportunities are available NOW! 
Paid Positions: 

• Part-time Business Administrator 

mailto:desiree.stednitz@relchurch.net
https://band.us/n/a3ae23c8A9i3b
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• Part-Time Worship Service Accompanist 
Contact: Matt@singomaha.org 

Volunteer Needs: 
• Church Banner Hanger Needed 
• Ushers Need for Saturday, 5:30 p.m. Worship 

Contact: theoffice@relchurch.net 
• Sound Board Technician, PowerPoint 

Assistant, Electric Guitarist  
Contact: Matt@singomaha.org 

-----------------------------------------------------

February BIBLE MEMORY VERSE  

                                   1 Corinthians 16:14 
                                       14Let all you do be done in Love. 
 
-----------------------------------------------------

Exercise classes have begun 
and each Sunday after the late 
service we will need to set up 
for the week’s classes.  We are 

asking you for your help after the 10:45 a.m. 
worship service.  We will need to pick up 75% of 
the chairs that are set up and put them in an 
order of seating for the exercise classes.  There 
is always a leader there to show you how to do 
it.  We appreciate all your help.  “Many hands 
make light work.” 
----------------------------------------------------- 

WINTER WEATHER CLOSINGS  

 

It’s that time of year again to prepare for winter 
weather.  We will be posting any closings or 
cancellations on KETV Ch. 7 (ABC) and on their 
weather updates online page.  Also check for 
updates on our facebook page.  

Please remember if Gretna Public Schools are 
closed, all church activities, programming and 
the church office will be closed. 

Have a safe winter season! 

THE STORY BEHIND VALENTINE’S DAY 
The Legend 
Saint Valentinus is remembered as a loving, 
compassionate and heroic person. 

He was a priest during the time when the Emperor 
Claudius II was persecuting the church, around 
250 AD. Claudias had issued an edict that young 
men were not to marry, as single men made 
better soldiers. They would not be distracted by 
thoughts and care of their loved ones but could 
focus on their call to duty. In the very permissive 
society of that day (polygamy was popular), the 
church still viewed marriage as sacred between 
one man and one woman. 

Valentinus believed those who were in love should 
be able to marry within the Christian church and 
remain monogamous. He defied the emperor’s 
orders and performed marriages in secret. 

Valentinus was caught, imprisoned, tortured and 
eventually killed for performing forbidden marriages 
and for ministering to Christians. Legend is that 
while Valentinus was in prison, he prayed with 
and saw the healing of the blind daughter of his 
jailer Asterius. Asterius and his entire household 
are said to have come to Christian faith as a result. 
It is widely believed that before his execution, 
Valentinus wrote a farewell letter to Asterius’ 
daughter signed “Your Valentinus.” This was the 
first “valentine.” 

What It Means Today 
The celebration of Saint Valentine’s Day has evolved 
from sending letters, poems, and homemade 
paper valentines to loved ones to a lucrative 
business for card publishers, florists, chocolatiers, 
and jewelers. 
While the celebration has become more materialistic,  
we can grasp the opportunity to show our love 
and concern for others through acts of kindness 
and compassion. We can share God’s love with 
the world around us. We can make something 
good out of this special day.  
What Does Valentine’s Day Mean to You? 

For God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not 

perish, but have everlasting life.  John 3:16 

mailto:Matt@singomaha.org
mailto:theoffice@relchurch.net
mailto:Matt@singomaha.org
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Contact Information 
Pastor James Sells 
     In the office: T-F, 9am-3pm 
  Tuesday-Thursday by appointment 
    402-759-6347 
  PastorJames@relchurch.net  
Ms. Hannah Grove 
         In the office: Fri, 8am-4pm & Sat, 11am-7pm 
       Tuesday, Wednesday, Sunday by appointment 
  402-983-2456 
  Hannah.Grove@relchurch.net  
Office Hours 
  9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., Monday-Friday 
Church Phone Number 
  402-332-3383 
Email Address for Church 
  theoffice@relchurch.net 
Church Website 
  www.relchurch.net 
 

    February – A Valentine Prayer 
Dearest Heavenly Father, 

I want to thank you for the precious gift of love you 
have given to the world and to me. Thank you for 
blessing me every day with this love and the 
power and strength that I get from you every 
single day. Without your love for me I can't be...I 
can't function...I can't even breathe...because I NEED 
your love to sustain me. It's like food and 
medicine for my soul Lord. 

Please continue to let me feel your comforting love 
in my life and Lord I give myself over to you to 
perfect in me this gift of love...that I may be able 
to express it and share it with others. Lord...I 
have not always been good at this...forgive me. 
Lord...some people are harder to love than others... 
but I want to be like your Son Jesus...so please 
continue the work you are doing in my heart so 
my heart will be like yours. In Jesus name I pray. 
Amen. 

Father I love you so much!  

Return Service Requested 

RESURRECTION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
153 S McKenna Ave. 
Gretna, Nebraska 68028 

mailto:PastorJames@relchurch.net
mailto:Hannah.Grove@relchurch.net
mailto:theoffice@relchurch.net
http://www.relchurch.net/
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