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 MESSENGER 

  
 

From the Pastor’s Desk  
First and foremost, I’d like to start this first article of 
2022 off with a deep and abiding sense of gratitude 
and thanksgiving. Thank you for thinking of me and 
my family during Christmas, thank you for being who 
you are as a member of the Body of Christ at 
Resurrection. Thank you for the work and worship 
you offer in devotion to God. Thank you! 

As I write this message, I am currently looking forward to two things; Christmas 
celebrations with Church and family and the launch of the James Webb Space 
Telescope. By the time the Messenger comes out both of these events will 
have occurred, and I can only hope that they were both successful! 

Some of you know that I am a huge Science Fiction nut, well one of the 
reasons for that is because I also love astronomy. I am waiting with baited- 
breath for the first images to come back from the new telescope so that we 
can see what is revealed about God’s creation. In a like manner, as we continue 
through the season of Christmas into 2022, we encounter, in the biblical 
narrative, others who were very interested in the stars and what they might 
reveal about God’s intent for creation. For them what is revealed, through 
one star in particular, is a new king but more than that, a king of divine 
aspect. And as the wise men leave the child Jesus in Bethlehem and return 
home, they know that something new has occurred and the world has changed. 

The turn of a calendar year, in one sense, is just another day but it is also 
more. It brings something new, new possibilities, new attitudes, a new year 
brings change. So, what will change for you? Are you going to resolve to 
be a better spouse or neighbor? Will you be heathier; physically, spiritually, 
financially?  Whatever you resolve to do I pray that one of them is to return 
to normal worship if you haven’t already done so and as you feel comfortable. 
The Body of Christ suffers when it is incomplete, and it is incomplete without 
you. If we haven’t seen you for a while, it is a good time to re-engage! 

For myself I resolve to… I’ll let you know during worship. 

Peace be with you as we step into this new year. 
 
 
Pr. James W. Sells 
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RESURRECTION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  
Pastor’s Report, November 11th – December 14th         

OFFICIAL DUTIES: 
Visitations: 22 
Funerals: 1 
11/13: Bob Lobsiger’s Committal 

Emergency Pastoral Coverage for American 
Lutheran Church in Ashland 
11/19-11/24 

RELC ACTIVITIES: 
11/12-13: -Bob Lobsiger’s Committal:  

   Mitchell South Dakota 

11/13:  -Evening Service 

11/14:  -Early Service 
   -Late Service 

11/16:  -Text Study 
  -SEED Meeting 
  -Council Meeting 

11/17: -Staff Meeting 
  -Confirmation 

11/18: -Communion Instruction: For a child of 
new members would have had her first 
communion on the 12th of December but 
family came down with COVID 

  -Prospective Member Meeting 

11/19: -Escape Room: The Sells family 
participated and thought it was a blast.  

11/20: -Evening Service 

11/21: -Early Service 
  -Late Service 

11/23: -Text Study 
  -My Evaluation 

11/24: -Staff Meeting 

11/25-26: -Thanksgiving Break 

11/27: -Evening Service: Sermon Series: The 
Gifts of Christ – Hope. 

11/28: -Early Service: Sermon Series: The Gifts 
of Christ – Hope. 

  -Late Service: Sermon Series: The Gifts of 
Christ – Hope. 

11/30: -Text Study 

12/01: -Staff Meeting 
  -Confirmation 

12/04: -Evening Service: Sermon Series: The 
Gifts of Christ – Peace. 

12/05: -Early Service: Bell and Chancel Choir 
offered their gifts of music. Sermon 
Series: The Gifts of Christ – Peace. 

  -Adult Forum: Peace 
  -Late Service: Bell Choir offered their gift 

of music. Sermon Series: The Gifts of 
Christ – Peace. 

12/07: -Text Study 
  -Theology on Tap: The highest 

attendance we’ve had post quarantine.  

12/08: -Staff Meeting 
  -Blue Christmas Rehearsal: Hannah and 

I will be providing music for Blue Christmas 
  -Christmas Caroling: Well attended, 

really needed another trailer. Changed 
things up this year with simply driving 
around to parishioner’s homes around 
the neighborhood. 10 were mapped but 
we only caroled at 7 due to some folks 
being out. In the future will call earlier in 
the week to let them know we are 
coming.  

12/09: -Volunteer Brunch: Had a nice group. 
There was conversation at Outreach 
about moving this to the end of the year 
and celebrating our volunteers during 
Sunday so that working adults could 
attend.  

  -W&M Meeting: Planning has been 
completed through Ash Wednesday. 

  -Special Council Meeting: A special 
session of council was called to discuss 
the results of staff evaluations and to 
vote on adopting a new model of church 
administration.  

12/11: -Admin Review Meeting: Bill, Becky, 
Hannah, and I met to discuss the fleshing 
out of Hannah’s role as Congregational 
Life Director and how this position will fit 
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into our newly adopted forward planning 
model of Admin.  

  -Evening Service: Hanna brought the 
Word as part of her seminary education 

12/12: -Early Service: Live Streamed the Sermon 
Series: The Gifts of Christ – Joy. 

  -Adult Forum: Joy 
  -Late Service: Children’s Christmas 

Program 
  -Peder Eide Concert: Pretty well 

attended, wonderful music.  

12/14: -Outreach Meeting 

90 Day Outlook on Worship Plans and Support: 
See Worship Support xlsx.  

Youth & Congregational  
Life Director 

 Hello RELC Family! 

December was such a wonderful 
month! We held our first Nativity 
Festival in conjunction with a 

“mini” Advent Fair! We saw lots of people and 
families both from our congregation and the 
surrounding community. I wanted to give a 
couple quick shout outs. First, thank you to all 
of you who brought in Nativities to be displayed. 
We had a huge variety and many wonderful 
stories to be shared. Second, Thank you to all 
my volunteers for the Advent fair! We had six 
tables of crafts to enjoy. Third, thank you to all 
the high school youth and especially Tammy 
and Noelle Williams, Adison Huffman, and 
Calan Mikos for helping make and sell cookie 
decorating kits as a fundraiser for the youth trip 
this summer.  

The next week we had the Sunday School 
Christmas Program at the 10:45 a.m. service! 
Thank you to DeeAnn Hartman and Becky 
Schnack for organizing the entire production, 
they did a wonderful job! I’d also like to thank 
the Sunday School teachers, parents, and all 
our volunteers for making this possible!  

We have lots of exciting plans for the new year 
and looking forward, so be on the lookout for 
information at the annual meeting! 

As always, reach out to me if you have any 
questions or just drop in sometime to say hi!  

Hannah Grove 
 

 
As we embark on 2022, I look forward to what 
the new year can offer each of us.  First of all, 
knowing that Christ died for our sins should be 
the most important thing we understand.  Early 
in December, Debbie and I took a trip to Branson 
for some time away.  It was past the busy tourist 
season and the weather was great.  Since I had 
never been there, I was looking forward to seeing 
what this place was all about.  Some of you who 
had been there before suggested seeing a show 
called “JESUS” about his life from a young man 
until his crucifixion and resurrection.  I use the 
term show loosely because it was truly a 
PRODUCTION.  Wow, I was in awe!!  All the 
stories I have heard since I was little literally 
coming to life and putting a new meaning, a 
new feeling into those stories.  It really made 
me think and understand that this is probably 
what it was really like.  Things like calming the 
storms, feeding the 5,000, agonizing before 
God prior to his crucifixion, Mary crying in agony 
at the empty tomb, just to name a few.  I highly 
recommend this production if you have an 
opportunity. 

Why do I bring this up?  Like I said, it made me 
think.  It made me think about the real things in 
life and what can I do about them.  It made me 
think that we take too much for granted and 
that everything will be ok even if we don’t get 
involved ourselves or someone else will do it or 
I’ll get to that later. Jesus didn’t!!!  In my opinion, 
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CHURCHWIDE NEWS 
 
 

 
 
 

this thought process has to change much sooner 
than later.  I continue to challenge you to “replace 
your stone”; come back to church, bring a friend, 
get involved, volunteer, join a team, come up with 
new ideas for growth, etc., etc., etc.  Your church 
needs YOU now more than ever.  Let’s do this 
together and make 2022 the best rebuilding 
year ever. 

Sincerely, 
Bill Schwarten 
---------------------------------------------------- 
INVITATION TO BE HEARD:  A CALL TO 
DISCIPLESHIP 

As we look ahead to the new year our church 
like so many others will be making plans, 
dreaming dreams, and envisioning what God 
may be calling us to do or be in the world.  As 
these conversations happen, we would like to 
thank those of you that took the time to lend 
your voice to these conversations through our 
survey.  We know the survey took time and 
thought for the 30 of you who completed it 
and we appreciate that you were willing to take 
the time and put forth the effort.  Your voice 
will contribute to the collective conversation of 
what it means for Resurrection to be the body 
of Christ at work in the world around us.  We 
can never underestimate how one small act of 
service, one idea shared, or the contribution of 
your time can give new life to an existing program, 
give birth to something new, or simply engage 
us in new or different ways within the 
church.  Thank you.   

Erick Hill 

               
 

 
 

God Pause is a daily devotion brought to you 
by the alumni of Luther Seminary. To read a daily 
devotion, go to https://www.luthersem.edu/godpause/. 

God Pause devotions are written months before 
they are published.  Writers reflect on Revised 
Common Lectionary texts and the church season. 

Scripture quotations are from the New Revised 
Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, division of 
Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
--------------------------------------------------------- 

Journal of Lutheran Ethics 
Journal of Lutheran Ethics (JLE) is a free, monthly, 
ecclesial online publication living out the Lutheran 
tradition of addressing social issues theologically, 
using the resources of historical, theological, 
and ethical tradition, biblical interpretation, and 
social sciences. 

The publication is a bridge between the academic 
study of Christianity and the contemporary life 
of the Church, JLE is a meeting place for scholars 
and professors, seminary and university students, 
pastors and bishops, and theologically informed 
lay persons, advocates, and activists. 

JLE views the scope of Lutheran ethics broadly. 
The scope embraces foundational questions 
and current social issues; personal and public 
dimensions of the moral life; domestic and 
global issues; and individual and corporate 
responsibilities — in sum, the concerns of both 
church and society. It explores biblical, theological, 
and historical foundations and orientations for 
the church’s social witness and its members’ 
vocations (living out the Christian calling as 
family member, citizen, worker, and in the church 
as pastor and lay). It also invites persons from 
other religious and secular traditions to join the 
discussion. 

JLE is published by the Theological Discernment 
Team in the Office of the Presiding Bishop of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) 
as part of the studies function of their work. It 
operates out of the ELCA’s confessional 
commitments and seeks to enhance this church’s 
life and mission in society by offering a forum to 

https://www.luthersem.edu/godpause/
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clarify, deepen, and enliven Lutheran ethics. It 
contributes to the ELCA by promoting reasonable 
and constructive dialogue between faithful 
people, aspiring to speak in love while seeking 
understanding. 

JLE solicits original articles and welcomes 
unsolicited contributions. Go to https://www.elca.org 
/Faith/Journal-of-Lutheran-Ethics for more 
information on what and how to contribute to 
JLE. The Team welcomes ideas for what should 
be in the journal.

 SISTER CONGREGATION 

       Concordia 
        Lutheran 
         Church 
       Concord, Nebraska 

At the NE ELCA Synod Assembly, we chose 
Concordia Lutheran Church in Concord, NE as 
our sister congregation in Nebraska.   

Most people do not know where Concord is.  
They are in the Northeast about 40 miles west 
of South Sioux City and 12 miles north of Wayne.   

Old Business includes: The Prayer Pal program 
and a formal mentoring program will be put on 
hold for the time being. The pens for church 
advertising have been received. Four College 
Boxes are filled and have been sent out for our 
students. A special congregational meeting will 
be held Dec 12th, for the purpose of electing 
new council members for 3 year terms. The 
nominating committee is soliciting nominees.  

New Business includes: A motion was made 
and approved to donate $500 from the Soup 
Supper proceeds to the Laurel Ministerial 
Association. Proceeds from the supper were 
$2,252. The VANCO online giving program is 
ready to go. Carolyn created a letter to be sent 
to members with registration information and 
to explain the plan. The annual Food Pantry 
Challenge with FLC begins on Nov. 21st and 
runs through Dec 19th. Carolyn will contact the 
property committee to oversee researching 

paving options for the east parking area.  Council 
will lead services on Nov 14th due to illness in 
Vicar’s household.  

To read more about Concordia, please go to: 
https://www.concordialutheranelca.com/.

 
SEED TEAM 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Sunday School will 
resume January 9th at 
9:40 a.m.! Just as a 
reminder, Pre-K will meet 
in their usual room in the 

education wing and K-5th will meet in the 
basement. Please remember to pick up your 
child at 10:40 a.m. in their classrooms. This is for 
their safety, so please let me know if you will not 
be able to pick your child up at their classroom. 
----------------------------------------------------  
Thank you to all of our Sunday School children for 
doing such a wonderful job at the Christmas Program. 

 
 

 

https://www.elca.org/Faith/Journal-of-Lutheran-Ethics
https://www.elca.org/Faith/Journal-of-Lutheran-Ethics
https://www.concordialutheranelca.com/
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------------------------------------------------------------- 
FISH & LAMBS (Pre-K-5th Grade) 

Sunday School is available for 
children PreK (3yo) through 5th.  
We meet weekly on Sundays at 
9:40 a.m. to go through the 

Whirl Lectionary curriculum which will discuss 
the same topics as the texts and sermon in 
worship that week.  
-------------------------------------------------------- 
ACOLYTING  
4th-8th Grade Students 

All students, grades 4th-8th are 
invited to sign up for acolyting at 
our Saturday and Sunday worship 
services.  To sign up for our acolyte 

services please go to our sign up at on our website 
under sign-ups at https://relchurch.net/sign-ups/. 
---------------------------------------------------------

CONFIRMATION 
6th Grade Mentor/Mentee Program-2021/22 
The 2021/2022 Mentor/Mentee program is 
under way.  If you would still like to participate 
in, please contact Pr. James about this very 
important step in your spiritual life.  

Mentor/Mentee Luncheon 
6th graders and 6th grade mentors will have a 
Check-In Lunch on January 23rd after late service. 

Please check your emails for more information! 

7th Grade Bible Year Confirmation 2021/22 
Join Pr. James each week as you continue to 
grow in faith while learning the scripture and 
the Ten Commandments. This ministry strives 
to help you grow in faith so that you will continue 
to be active in worshiping God and growing in 
his Word. 

Schedule: 
1/05 – Miracles of Jesus 
1/12 – The Last Commandment 
1/19 – Passion 
1/26 – Resurrection 
     -Quiz on the life of Jesus 
---------------------------------------------------- 
8th Grade Catechism Year Confirmation 2021/22 
In baptism, we are claimed as God’s children. 
Confirmation is about embracing and living out 
that identity! The central teaching tool we use 
is Martin Luther’s Small Catechism, which helps 
students learn how to read and apply God’s Word 
to their lives. Traditionally, the Catechism was 
also a teaching tool for parents, which is why we 
do what we can to partner with and encourage 
spiritual leaders in the home. 

Schedule: 
1/05 – Remember the Sabbath 
1/12 – Honor 
1/19 – Killing 
1/26 – Adultery 
---------------------------------------------------- 
Confirmation Faith Statements: 2020-21 Class 
 

† † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † 

Addison Huffman 
Genesis 1:27, John 15:16, 1 John 4:19 

Genesis 1:27 “God created humankind in his 
image, in the image of God he created them; 
male and female he created them.” John 15:16 
“You did not choose me but I choose you.” 1 
John 4:19 “We love because he first loved us.” 
Although we were told to choose one, I could 
not. Each verse serves a voice in what I believe, 
and gives light on how it’s shown in my life. 

Genesis 1:27 gives light to the side that God 
made us who we are and he intended every bit 

https://relchurch.net/sign-ups/
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down to the smallest details. I have been known 
to question things like my appearance and 
personality. When I do so I know that I am 
questioning and judging God’s great work. God 
made me to be kind, creative, and intelligent, 
along with having some not-so-great features, 
but I know with every tiny detail and aspect it 
makes me who I am, and without that I would 
not have been able to achieve all that I have done.  

John 15:16 could be interpreted in many ways. 
The way that I see it and how it conforms to my 
faith, is that though I didn’t exactly choose God, 
he chose me no matter the circumstances. It 
proves that even before my first heartbeat and 
breath he chose me. He didn’t wait to see who I 
would become, he picked me because he loves 
me. This shows that I will always have trust in 
God when it comes to his love and forgiveness. 

1 John 4:19 shows the side that I love because 
God loved me first. Because of God, I am able 
to love my friends and family. Without the love 
of my family, my faith would probably not exist. 
Without the love my parents have for each 
other and love they have for me on the day of 
their 7th anniversary I would have never been 
brought into the way of the lord, and now 
fourteen years later being brought up as a full 
member of the church. My love for my friends 
and family exceeds all. Without them I would 
not be who I am today. If the love for my parents 
and grandparents did not encourage me to go 
for my passions, I would have never been able 
to accomplish my greatest achievements. The 
light and love that God has first shown before 
me lights the way so I can love others the same. 

From these verses I have shown that one does 
not make up my full belief of faith. Some may 
show the love and compassion I have from it, 
and others show the side for equality and the 
trust I have in God. My faith cannot be put into 
a single verse. It made up multiple parts that 
create a beautiful pie, and without that I would 
never be the person I am today.  
 

Andrew Hardy 
Galatians 6:9 

The first amendment constitutes freedom of 
religious beliefs. Allowing all Americans to have 
faith in their own way. I believe that I have faith. 
The way that I would describe faith, is the same 
way Schrodinger’s cat works. You have and don’t 
have faith, until your faith is observed on the 
day of judgment. We are all in that state of 
unsureness, until God decides what we have 
believed when we die. But faith is also different 
from some cat in a radioactive box. It can be 
swayed one way or another. By being baptized, 
taking the Eucharist, and soon, being confirmed, I 
have swayed my state of faithfulness, more 
towards the faithful side, rather than the unfaithful 
side. This has shaped me as a person and it has 
shaped me into a different, but better person. In 
Galatians 6:9, Paul writes, “So let us not grow 
weary in doing what is right, for we will reap at 
harvest time, if we do not give up.” Essentially, 
he says that if we stay true in our beliefs, and 
do not slow, down in our journey for faith, we 
will be allowed to enter the kingdom of heaven. 
That is why Christians are baptized, take part in 
communion, and are confirmed; to prepare 
themselves for heaven. To prepare myself for 
heaven, I have been baptized, taken communion, 
and in a couple of days, I will be confirmed. This 
will be more of a gate, than an achievement. Sure, 
I may be getting confirmed, but it wouldn’t 
matter if I didn’t have faith afterwards. I promise 
to myself that I will attend church as often as is 
convenient to me and the people around me. 
I’ll celebrate our religious holidays and maintain 
a healthy relationship with God. Faith is important, 
because it guides us forward, to be better people, 
more charitable people. My faith is best said with 
less repetitiveness, along with less words. Faith 
takes many forms, and for me, it’s the simplicity 
of complexity. Breaking down something enough 
that cannot be broken down anymore. It could be 
a subatomic particle, or it could be an indefatigably 
huge idea of where we are. Immeasurable, yet 
measured. But that’s just an overcritical nerd’s 
point of view.  
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UNDERGROUND ON WEDNESDAYS 7:00 PM 

All 9-12th grade students are invited to join us 
every Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. for the Youth 
Underground programming.  

Schedule: 
1/05: TBD 
1/12: TBD 
1/19: Questions and Discussion 
1/26: Fellowship and Games 
----------------------------------------------------
Youth Gathering News  

There are no new 
updates to our Youth 
Gathering information. 

You can continue to support our youth on our 
trip this summer by donating (designated to 
the youth account). You can sponsor us by the 
mile to get to Minneapolis for $35! Please reach 
out to me for additional ways you can help out!

 

COLLEGE AGED MINISTRY & 
PROGRAMMING (CAMP) 
CAMP stands for College Aged Ministry Programs! 
This program is for anyone who has graduated 
from high school. All are welcome to attend 
(even if you decided that college wasn’t your 
post-high school plans! We want to connect 
with all of you)! 

S.O.C.K.s Program 
The SOCKs (Support Our College 
Kids) program will pair up our 
college-aged members with other 
adult members of the congregation. 

Their sponsor will send them monthly care 
packages or letters, just to let them know that 
they are being prayed for no matter the distance. 
If you know a college student (university, college, 
trade school, or other post-secondary programs),  
 

please register them at https://docs.google.com/ 
forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfyewo1ezgmqLr7dV8w69Ej3
AoS9PcelGX6rs0gO7W3X8OCKg/viewform?usp=
sf_link. If you would like to sponsor a college kid, 
send Hannah Grove an email at Hannah.Grove@ 
relchurch.net or call her at church for more 
information!

 

LOCAL & WORLD SERVICE 
TOGETHER A GREATER GOOD 

To date, our church TAGGers 
have raised more than $2000 for 
church projects sponsored by the 
Local & World Service Team.  

Download the app to your smartphone and 
choose RELC as the supported organization. 
You can also drop your receipts at the office. 
When you purchase from a TAGG business, it will 
donate up to 5% of your total purchase to RELC.  

The Local & World Service Team invites you 
to do the TAGG of the MONTH!    

            January is  
Backlot Pizza & Kitchen 
      6200 S. 205th Plaza,  
north of Gretna, inside the  
  new ACX movie theater.  

They will donate up to 5% of your receipt. 

WORSHIP & MUSIC TEAM 
PHASE II WORSHIP SERVICES 
Don’t miss hearing God’s word as Pr. James 
Sells shares the Gospel with us each week.  
The church and the church office are open during 
the week from 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 

General:  
o    Masks are optional inside the church.  
o    Social distancing is encouraged.  
o    Hand sanitizer stations are located 

throughout the building.  
o    Do not enter church if you do not feel 

well, are experiencing symptoms of 
COVID-19 or are COVID-19 positive.  

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfyewo1ezgmqLr7dV8w69Ej3AoS9PcelGX6rs0gO7W3X8OCKg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfyewo1ezgmqLr7dV8w69Ej3AoS9PcelGX6rs0gO7W3X8OCKg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfyewo1ezgmqLr7dV8w69Ej3AoS9PcelGX6rs0gO7W3X8OCKg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfyewo1ezgmqLr7dV8w69Ej3AoS9PcelGX6rs0gO7W3X8OCKg/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:Hannah.Grove@relchurch.net
mailto:Hannah.Grove@relchurch.net
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SERVICE SCHEDULE EFFECTIVE AUGUST 1, 2021  

Saturday Services – Mask Optional 
5:30 p.m. – Blended Service – Sanctuary 
Communion served Saturday before first & 
third Sundays 

Sunday Services – Masks Optional  
8:30 a.m. – Traditional Service – Sanctuary 
Communion served first & third Sundays  

9:40-10:30 a.m. – Adult Forum – Conf. Room/ Zoom 
“The Wilderness Journey Home”  

10:45 a.m. – Contemporary Service – Fellowship Hall 
Communion served second & fourth Sundays  

Social distancing is practiced and encouraged.  

Current CDC Guidelines suggest unvaccinated 
persons continue wearing masks in situations when 
6 feet if social distancing cannot be maintained. 

Online Worship Services 

 YouTube: (Watch Live or Uploaded Service) 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjXn
hZfhxipkc5ZTA6SrHUw 

 Facebook: 
Facebook.com/RELCgretna  

--------------------------------------------------------- 
Chancel Choir, Bell Choir, and 
Praise Band rehearsals have 
begun. The Chancel Choir 
rehearses from 6:00-6:30 p.m.,  

the Bells from 6:30-7:10 p.m., and the Praise 
Band will rehearse at 7:15 p.m. every Wednesday  
evening during the school year. Each choir 
shares special music once per month at the 8:30 
a.m. service. 

No prior choir experience is required for singing 
in the Chancel Choir, but some musical experience 
is helpful for bell ringers.  

Contact Dr. Matt Hill if you are interested in 
joining at matt@singomaha.org. 
------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas with Peder Eide 
The Peder Eide concert was a great evening to 
celebrate the Christmas season.  Thank you to 
those who came out and enjoyed the evening. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjXnhZfhxipkc5ZTA6SrHUw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjXnhZfhxipkc5ZTA6SrHUw
mailto:matt@singomaha.org
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HEALTH MINISTRY TEAM 
Greetings from your Health Ministry Team! 

Radon is a naturally occurring 
radioactive gas that is released 
from rock and soil. You can’t see 
or smell radon, but it may affect 

the health of your family. Radon exposure is the 
second leading cause of lung cancer in the 
U.S. and the number one cause among non-
smokers. Outdoor levels of radon pose a low 
threat to our health, but indoors, radon can 
accumulate to dangerous levels. One out of 
two homes in Nebraska have high radon levels.  

Now that you know what radon is, how do you 
know if your family is safe? 

• Have your home tested. You can 
purchase a test kit from your local 
hardware store or check out the website 
below for additional testing options. 

• If your radon level comes back elevated, 
do not panic. You will be encouraged to 
do another test to confirm the results. If 
the levels are still elevated, there are 
cost-effective options to control the 
radon level in your home. 

• For more information go to 
www.epa.gov/radon/ 

Here’s to your health!

CARE TEAM 
The Prayer Team will now 
be the Care Team with an 
official RELChurch e-mail 
address. Prayer is a vital 

part of our faith. The Care Team mission will 
continue to be to pray for those in need and to 
share requested prayers with those on the 
contact list via e-mail, phone call, and in the 
weekly bulletins. The Care Team is broadening its 
mission to also include connecting those in need 
with additional services available through 
Resurrection. For example, the Health Ministry 
team may be able to assist with providing needs 
like walkers or wheelchairs for in home use or 

assistance in answering medical related questions. 
Some may be in need of Care Meals or request 
a visit from Pastor James and communion. The 
Care Team is here to support our faith family 
both spiritually and physically. If you or someone 
you know is in need, you may reach out to the 
Care Team or the church office for additional 
assistance. Let Tammy Williams know if you are 
interested in joining the team. The Care Team 
meets the 4th Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. 
All are welcome. 

Going forward, prayer requests will be sent out 
from CareTeam@relchurch.net. You may need 
to update settings in your e-mail to allow e-
mails from CareTeam@relchurch.net, so the e-
mails aren’t blocked or sent to a junk/spam e-
mail folder. Please e-mail the Care Team if you 
would like to receive e-mails regarding prayer 
requests, change your e-mail address, or to be 
removed from this contact list. This contact list 
will not be shared with others and will only 
send out information from the Care Team. 

 
BENEVOLENCE & MISSION TEAM 

Resurrection Evangelical 
Lutheran Church (RELC) 
distributes 8% of our quarterly 
offering to the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of America 

(ELCA) Synod to help organizations in need on a 
national & worldwide basis. The purpose of the 
Mission & Benevolence Team is also to provide 
financial assistance to worthy organizations by 
distributing 2% of RELC’s quarter offering with an 
emphasis on local needs. In making our decisions, 
we strive to support RELC’s strategic long-term 
plans and goals. 

Congregation,  
If you know of an organization that has a need 
(i.e. funding) within our community where our 
team might be of assistance, please leave a 
note in our box in the church office.  We will 
prayerfully consider these requests quarterly 
along with the other requests we regularly receive. 
-Thank you, Benevolence & Mission Team 

http://www.epa.gov/radon/
mailto:CareTeam@relchurch.net
mailto:CareTeam@relchurch.net
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3rd Quarter 8% ELCA Mission Share - $4,837.76 
3rd Quarter 2% Distribution - $1,209.44 

I. We have committed to give $825 per year 
for the next 3 years to Gretna Neighbors 
to be used towards their rental obligation.  
Our $206.25 quarterly commitment will 
come off the top leaving a balance of 
$1,003.19 to distribute elsewhere. 

II. $501.59 to Lutheran Family Services-
“Support Afghan Refugees” Campaign  

III.  $501.60 for the purchase of turkey breasts 
and hams to donate to the Gretna Neighbors 
Food Pantry. 

Next Meeting Date:  1st Quarter-April 10, 2022 
---------------------------------------------------- 
Resurrection Lutheran Church’s 
Mission Share in Action 2020-$17,066 

In Partnership with the NE Synod and the ELCA, 
we give 54.1 % to our ELCA Partners.  It is used 
to fund ministries in partnership with the ELCA 
Churchwide. As the church together, we are 
engaged in efforts to combat poverty and 
hunger, assist people in times of disaster and 
stand in accompaniment with global mission 
partners. 

Services and ministries receive 18.6% of all of 
our Mission Share offerings and are used to 
support Nebraska Synod specific services and 
ministries.  As the church together we are able 
to assist congregations with calling pastors and 
conflict resolution, provide leadership development 
opportunities as well as faith formation 
programming. 

Our Nebraska Synod Ministries and Serving Arm 
Partners receive 21.3% of all of our Mission Share 
offerings.  As the church together, we provide 

direct financial support to Oaks Indian Center, 
Lutheran Family Services, Lutheran Campus 
Ministries, Nebraska Outdoor Ministries, and 
many more. 

Only 6% of every dollar contributed to Mission 
Share is used for administrative expenses and 
direct overhead costs in the Nebraska Synod.  
This is a tremendous stewardship of resources 
with which God has blessed us to carry out the 
mission to which we have been called.   

In the Nebraska Synod and the ELCA, we believe 
that we are the church together.  Together we 
grow disciples, walk together, and serve God’s 
world.  One of the major ways we make this 
reality is by sharing our resources to support 
the ministries that no one congregation could 
do by itself.  Our congregation’s undesignated 
Mission Share offerings to the Nebraska Synod 
make possible a variety of ministries to which 
we are called into together.  Your Mission Share 
matters, makes a difference, and literally changes 
people’s lives.  The more that is shared beyond 
the congregation with the larger church means 
the more that ministry like this can happen. 

Did you know that ELCA members in more than 
8,900 congregations in the United States and 
Caribbean give approximately $1.7 billion in 
regular offerings annually to support ELCA 
ministries in their local communities and 
worldwide?  When members give through their 
congregations, about 5.5% of that money is 
shared with the local synod, which then shares 
a portion with the national churchwide office.  
Thank you for your faithful support! 

In 2020, the Nebraska Synod shared $1,354,524 
directly in Mission Share for ELCA churchwide 
ministries.  In the midst of such a challenging 
year, thank you for your continued commitment 
to respond to God’s call to love and serve as a 
neighbor, both locally and with the wider church.  
It is through your faith-filled and financial 
support that the following ministries are possible. 
We ARE church together Thanks be to God! 



12 

OUTREACH TEAM 
THE RESURRECTION CAFÉ IS OPEN!   

Please join us for coffee, donuts and 
fellowship between services each Sunday.   

We are always looking for individuals/families 
willing to ensure that the coffee and donuts are 
ready and available. All you have to do is make 
coffee, prepare/serve donuts, clean up and 
make people feel welcome. There are step by 
step instructions provided to assist you too! If 
you think you have what it takes to help out, 
stop by the café on Sunday or contact Brenda 
Fleck at 402-399-0661. 
---------------------------------------------------- 
GREETERS NEEDED! 

We are “resurrecting” the 
greeter program and hope that 
we can count on you to help 
us welcome members and 

guests.  We understand that we are still in a 
pandemic and people have different levels of 
comfort when interacting with others.  With 
that said, all that’s required to greet is to say 
“good morning” and smile!  

We’re in the process of creating the fall/early 
winter schedule.  Please let us know if you are 
unable to greet or have any questions, please 
contact Brenda Fleck at 402-399-0661.   

Thanks so much for your part in making RELC a 
friendly, welcoming place of worship! 

 
STEWARDSHIP TEAM 

Thank you to everyone for your 
continued service and support to 
fulfill our mission and support all 
of our RELC ministries.  January 

is a great time for reflection for what we will all 
do differently this year.  One of the most powerful 
ways to continue our individual growth is being 
able to make a positive difference in the lives of 
others.  We can manifest that outcome through 
the sharing of gifts that we have been given, 
whether it be time, talents, or possessions.  The 
amazing thing is that as a result of freely sharing, 

we receive much more in return.  The verse from 
Corinthians below really underscores that fact. 

“The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will 
also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully 
will also reap bountifully.  Each one must give as 
he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or 
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.  
And God is able to make all grace abound to 
you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at 
all times, you may abound in every good work.”     
2 Corinthians 9:6-8 

We hope that all of you find it in your heart to 
follow this guidance in 2022 and receive the 
blessings that come forth from a renewed focus 
on making a positive difference in the lives of 
others.  To bring your focus to life and do the 
good work, please consider participating in any 
of the RELC ministry teams and related activities 
this year – they could all use your time and 
talents!  If you are interested in learning more 
about joining any of the ministry teams, please 
browse our RELC website or call the church office.     

 
PROPERTY TEAM 

The property team is always looking 
for new members that like to get 
involved and have fresh new ideas 
for our church properties.  

Please contact Bill Schwarten at 402-290-6300 
if you are interested in joining the team. 

 
RELC ARCHIVES TEAM 

The Archives Team is looking for 
pictures of past church activities 
or any newsletters dated before 
the year 2000.  Please share your 

old, new, past, or present pictures.  Contact Jim 
Eichner if you have any stories or pictures of 
the past at Eichnerj6527@msn.com. 

 
 
 
 

mailto:Eichnerj6527@msn.com
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November Finance Report 
 

 

 Nov '21 YTD '21 Budget '21 
  (11 month) (12 months) 

Income:    
   Local Offering $19,948  $250,273  $304,717  
   Other Giving $2,913  $35,211  $31,095  
General Budget Total $22,860  $285,484  $335,812  

    
Expenses:    
   Administrative $20,015  $206,790  $256,040  
   Benevolence $522  $35,716  $33,472  
   Christian Education $856  $3,505  $7,740  
   Golden Age $0  $0  $300  
   Health Ministry $0  $241  $1,050  
   Outreach $204  $2,603  $7,500  
   Property $5,586  $31,826  $30,225  
   Stewardship $0  $0  $700  
   Technology $130  $2,380  $2,460  
   Worship and Music $2,352  $6,715  $10,105  
General Budget Total $29,665  $289,775  $349,592  
Net Profit (Loss) ($6,805) ($4,292) ($13,779) 

    
  Nov '20 YTD '20  
Total Income (PPP incl) $23,017  $323,988   
Total Expenses $21,836  $309,287   
      
Net Profit (Loss) $1,182  $14,701   

 

Connectors: Thank you for agreeing to be a greeter and for 
providing a warm welcome to our members and visitors as they 
arrive for worship! If you are unable to be here for your designated 
Sunday, you are responsible to find your own substitute.  If you no 
longer want to be on the greeter schedule, please contact Brenda 
Fleck and Anne Brodin. 

Traditional Service 8:30 am  
   1/2     One Service Today 
   1/9    Wendy Hirschfeld, Bob Roberts 
   1/16   Steve & Diane Bergman 
   1/23   Kris & Becky Wagner 
 1/30 Jeremy & Jennifer Reineke  

Contemporary 10:45 am 
   1/2     One Service Today 
   1/9    Richard & Mardelle Bergsten, Jim Eichner 
   1/16   Rich & Del Armstrong, Sue Lobsiger 
   1/23   Craig & Joyce Mohling, Ryan & Kari Bergsten 
 1/30 Ed & Jane Joyce, Kevin & Linda Karas    

Servers in January 
Head Usher: 

   5:30 pm (Sat.) Open 
  8:30 am (Sun.) Rich Killingsworth       
 10:45 am (Sun.) Eric Carlson 

 Flowers & Bulletins: Joyce McMahill 
Altar Guild: Patti Layher & DeeAnn Hartman        
Lay Readers:  
-Saturday 5:30 pm – Linette Jahn 
-Sunday 8:30 am – Wendy Hirschfeld 
              10:45 am – Del Armstrong 
Church Council Schedule:  
-Saturday Blended 5:30 pm 
   1/1     No Service Today 
   1/8  Rich Killingsworth  
   1/15   Open, Open 
 1/22 Rich Killingsworth 
 1/29 Becky Wagner 
-Traditional 8:30 am   
   1/2 Becky Wagner, Bill Schwarten 
   1/9    Rich Killingsworth, Open 
   1/16   Bill Schwarten, Rich Killingsworth 
 1/23  Bill Schwarten, Becky Wagner 
 1/30  Rich Killingsworth 
-Contemporary 10:45 am 
   1/2 One Service Today 
   1/9    Bill Schwarten, Open 
   1/16    Becky Wagner, Rich Killingsworth 
 1/23  Open, Open 
 1/30  Open, Open 
Acolytes: www.relchurch.net, click sign-ups    
-Saturday Blended 5:30 pm 
   1/1     No Service Today 
   1/8  Open, Open  
   1/15   Open, Open 
 1/22 Open, Open 
 1/29 Open, Open 
-Traditional 8:30 am 
 1/2 Open, Open 
   1/9    Open, Open 
   1/16    Open, Open 
 1/23  Open, Open 
 1/30  Open, Open 
-Contemporary 10:45 am  
 1/2 One Service Today 
   1/9    Open, Open 
   1/16    Open, Open 
 1/23  Open, Open 
 1/30  Open, Open

http://www.relchurch.net/
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Judy Kersten 1/1 
Tammy Williams 1/1 
John Schnack 1/2 
Matthew Osborn 1/2 
Julie Mrozla 1/2 
Autumn Pedersen 1/2 
Joel Rainforth 1/3 
Noelle Williams 1/4 
Rachel Keyes 1/4 
Tate Barry 1/4 
Otto Henning 1/4 
Debbie Schwarten 1/5 
Daniel Bender 1/5 
Trevor Stamm 1/5 
Mildred Christiansen 1/6 
Marie Lemke 1/6 
Soren Frahm 1/7 
Marsha Wilderdyke 1/7 
Brett Klug 1/8 
Joseph VanBlarcom 1/8 
Maddison Sykes 1/9 
Kelsey Carlson 1/10 
Colton Prince 1/10  

Anthony Colgrove 1/11 
Everett Schnell 1/12 
Chris North 1/12 
Lauren Schnell 1/12 
Lindsay Schnell 1/12 
Blakely Barry 1/12 
Sally McClellan 1/12 
Payton Charvat 1/12 
Jessie Flynn 1/13 
Lane Rainforth 1/14 
Judy Osbahr 1/15 
Anne Brodin 1/15 
Peggy Lanz 1/15 
Susan Johnson 1/16 
Adelyn Kock 1/16 
Marvin Stender 1/18 
Sydney Malone 1/18 
Tiana Reynoldson 1/18 
Randi Hefner 1/18 
Lynn Donahue 1/19 
David Schram 1/19 
Connie Sydzyik 1/19 
Treyden Sheridan 1/19 

Amy Rongisch 1/20 
Ella Romano 1/20 
Kennedy Long 1/21 
Bryan Ralston 1/22 
Lindsey Williams 1/22 
Calan Mikos 1/23 
Dakota Gissler 1/23 
Ava Quinn 1/24 
Bruce Williams 1/24 
Allison Malone 1/26 
Allison Keasling 1/27 
Margie Biel 1/27 
Jennifer Reineke 1/28 
Bailey Roberts 1/28 
Ryan Tickner 1/28 
Marge Lorenz 1/29 
Denise Steinhoff 1/29 
Andrew Osborn 1/30 
Renee Gross 1/30 
Don Quinn 1/31 
Nate Barry 1/31 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
James and Tenille Sykes              1/1 1 
Erv and Lorraine Kersten   1/6 54 
Nate and Elizabeth Buresh           1/20 12 
Alvin and JoAnn Glasshoff 1/24 68   

Dennis and Cheri O'Kelly 1/26 31 
Lloyd and Marie Lemke 1/28 64 
Brian and Eva Roeber 1/29 39 
Kevin and Stacy Kersten 1/30 29 

 

 

   Name                                   Date        Years 
   
 
 
  

 Name                                 Date     _Years  
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ADS & OPPORTUNITIES 
WE ARE HIRING!  

RELC is hiring a part-time 
Business Administrator.  This 
position will be responsible for 
effectively managing and 

overseeing the ongoing business operations of 
Resurrection.  
Visit www.relchurch.net for full positional details 
and application instructions. Applications 
accepted through January 15, 2022. 

JANUARY ADULT FORUM 
Join us for a new Adult Forum 
on January 9, 16, & 23 in the 
Conference Room.  Hannah 

Grove will lead this Forum as she talks about 
these important passages that speak to Christians 
today.  Why do we worship?  Isaiah takes to task 
those who go through the motions of religious 
observance while at the same time committing 
sins and promoting corruption. The kind of 
worship pleasing to God includes a desire to 
live an upright life and to help the poor and 
oppressed. It also means setting aside the 
Sabbath as a time to worship God and delight 
in Him rather to pursue worldly pleasures. 

ALL TEAM MEETING 
January 11th, 6:00 p.m. 

If you are currently on a team, 
you would like to learn more 
about a team, or you would like 
to join a team, please come to 

the RELC All Team Meeting.  We would like to 
see at least 2 people from each team join us.  
There will be lots of updates and great information 
for everyone.  We look forward to some new 
faces too.  See you all on January 11th at 6:00 p.m. 

OWLs 55 & OVER GROUP 
The OWL’s are planning a “Winter 
Wonderland” of fun.  Join us for a 
2-meat buffet on January 25th at 
6:30 p.m. at RELC.  We will be 
furnishing rides for those that do 

not drive at night.  Tickets will be sold in January 
for $10.  Reservations will be required. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

OWLS 
CHRISTMAS 

2022 

THE 
RIGHT 
LEFT 

GAME 

  
DELICIOUS 

HOR 
D’ OEUVRES 

  
 

http://www.relchurch.net/
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THEOLOGY ON TAP 
 Anyone over 21 is invited to join us 
on the first Tuesday of each month 
at Lansky’s on 16918 Morgan Ave., 

Ste. 1, Gretna (168th & hwy. 370).  Feel free to 
bring a friend and enjoy some fellowship time 
together. 
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY  

“Awakening to a Grand New Day” 
The Women of Resurrection Bible 
study will meet on the third Tuesday 

of every month at 9:00 a.m. at the church.  
Please join us as we renew friendships again. 

THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS 
 Thank you to all our Thrivent 
participants that have included 
Resurrection as a benefactor of your 
Thrivent Choice Dollars.  If you would 

like to include Resurrection as your Thrivent 
Choice recipient, you can visit thrivent.com/ 
thriventchoice or call 1-800-847-4836 and when 
prompted, say “Thrivent Choice.”  

2021 Thrivent Choice Dollars Donated:  $687.00 

2021 LAY READERS NEEDED 
If you love to read and are 
available for our Saturday, 5:30 
p.m. or Sunday, 8:30 a.m. or 10:45 
a.m. worship service, we need you.  

We are looking for individuals to read two lessons 
during our worship services for one month. 
Please go to our July-December sign-up on our 
website at www.relchurch.net. Thank you. 
----------------------------------------------------- 

 We are also in need of a Lay 
Reader Leader.  This does not take 
too much time.  You would just 
need to find the readers for each 
month by sending out an email 
and calling from a current list of 

those signed up, after that you would make a 
sign-up genius.  You can just use the old one 
and remake a new one from it.  We can train you 
on how to do it.  If you are interested, please 
call the office at 402-332-3383.  Thank you! 

NEW!! 2022 FLOWER/BULLETIN SIGN UP 
            SIGN-UP NOW!!     
Please consider signing up for altar 
flowers and bulletins for 202. Go to 
our website or call the church office 

to get signed up today at 402-332-3383.  The 
suggested donation for bulletin sponsorship is 
$20. If you are ordering from Town & Country, 
they are open M-F, 9-5:30.  Please bring a 
container with you to transport them home after 
the late service.  Thank you for your kindness. 

RELC QUILTERS  
The RELC Quilters group will be 
meeting on the 2nd & 4th Tuesday of 
every month in the café.  

If you have any unused cotton or cotton blend 
fabric or sheets (size of quilt squares), please 
consider donating these items to help to defray 
the costs of our donated quilts. Contact Judy Feit 
or Susan Clegg with questions. 

PRAYER REQUESTS  
If you would like us to pray for you 
or someone you know, please fill out 
the prayer sheet in your bulletin, send 
the office an email, or give the office 

a call to give your church family the opportunity 
to add it to their daily prayers!!!  If you are 
going into the hospital, be sure and let the 
office know so that we can be there for you with 
prayerful support. All prayer requests will be 
added to the bulletin for one month only, 
unless you contact us to let us know that further 
prayers are needed.  God bless you! 

GRETNA NEIGHBORS FOOD PANTRY 
The pantry will continue with our "open pantry 
hours" the first and third Saturday morning of 
each month from 9-11 a.m. and the second 
Wed. evening of the month from 6-7 p.m.  

The next open pantry dates are as follows: 
Saturday, January 1st          
9-11 a.m. 
Wednesday, January 12th      
6-7 p.m. 
Saturday, January 15th         
9-11 a.m. 

http://www.relchurch.net/
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NO CLIENTS WILL BE ALLOWED TO ENTER 
THE PANTRY UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE.  
Only Gretna Neighbors board members and 
trained volunteers will be allowed inside to 
protect the safety of everyone involved. 

PROJECT HOPE FOOD PANTRY  
Our church supports the Project 
Hope Food Pantry.  Drop off all 
items at the Outreach Corner.  
Monetary donations can be 
sent to:  Project Hope, Inc., 

6201 N. 60th Street, Omaha, NE 68104 or go to 
projecthopeomaha.org to make an online donation. 
We are now accepting clothing donations. These 
donations of GENTLY used clothing can be 
delivered at the lower east door on Tuesday or 
Thursday between 11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

Food Needs: 
Coffee, shelf stable milk, pop-tarts, jam, jelly, 
peanut butter, canned fruits & vegetables, 
canned beans 9baked, refried, black, pinto, and 
etc.), canned meats (tuna, chicken sardines, 
clams, and etc.), boxed potatoes, hamburger or 
tuna helper, rice & pasta packaged side dishes, 
pasta any type, salsa, ketchup, mustard, mayo & 
salad dressings, brownie & cake mixes, flour & 
sugar 
Personal Care & Household Needs: 
Shampoo, conditioner, body wash, deodorant, 
toothpaste, toothbrushes, hand soap & hand 
sanitizer, sunscreen, small bottles of liquid dish soap 
& small bottles of laundry detergent, dusting spray & 
floor cleaners 

Paper Products & Baby/Clothing Needs:   
Toilet paper, facial tissue, paper towels, baby wipes, 
diapers 4 & 6 

Collect Family Fare Receipts 
     Direct Your Dollars is a receipt-
based program sponsored by the 
Family Fare stores.  You can help 
us raise money simply by doing 

something you do each week & going to the 
grocery store.  Send receipts to Project Hope. 

GRETNA TOASTMASTER’S CLUB 
Would you like to be more 
comfortable speaking to a group, 
large or small?  Would you benefit 
from being a more confident 

leader?  Toastmasters is an international 
organization that will help you reach those 
goals in a fun and supportive atmosphere.  

Contact Janel Asche (janelasche1@gmail.com) for 
more information. 

AREA 41: AA-GRETNA FRIDAY NIGHT GROUP 
Each day thousands of people are 
diagnosed with alcohol-related 
problems. Thousands more die from 
these ailments. Well, they don't have 

to.  At Alcoholics Anonymous meetings in Gretna, 
NE you will find help, support and self-empowerment 
from a group of people who were once; or still 
are but are making it through, alcohol addiction. 
Are you an addict or are suffering from an 
alcohol-related ailment? 

Join us on Friday nights at 8:00 p.m. in the café at 
Resurrection Lutheran Church in Gretna.  Enter 
through the north doors.  We are here for you. 

RELC – WAYS TO GIVE YOUR OFFERINGS 

               MAIL 
 
Resurrection Evangelical Lutheran Church 
153 S McKenna Avenue, Gretna, NE 68028 
Please include your designation (general, building, 
memorial) in the memo line of your check to 
ensure it goes to area you would like it to go to. 

TEXT 

Text to 402-875-6081 and type $amount (eg $10) 
in the message to set up a one-time or recurring 
donation.   
  
            ONLINE 

Visit www. Relchurch.net 
Click the Vanco symbol to set up a one time or 
recurring donation. 

 Donate  
      or  
Pay Here 

 

mailto:janelasche1@gmail.com
http://www/
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SEND US YOUR PICTURES  
If you have any pictures you’d like 
included in the Messenger or on 
Facebook, please email them to the 

office. We’d enjoy seeing what your team is doing 
or what’s happening in your groups. 
PLEASE NOTE – IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO ENSURE THAT YOU HAVE 
PERMISSION OF ALL PEOPLE WITHIN YOUR PHOTOS TO SHARE ON SOCIAL 
MEDIA OUTLETS BEFORE SUBMITTING. WE WANT TO SHARE THESE MEMORIES 
BUT ALSO RESPECT THE PRIVACY OF OTHERS. 

PRAYER SHAWL GROUP  
If you knit or crochet, or would like 
to learn, you are invited to join the 
RELC Prayer Shawl Group!  We create 
shawls that are available for anyone 

in our congregation to be distributed to friends 
or family going through a personal crisis, whether it 
is illness, loss or other concern.  We also have 
some cancer hats and “prayer squares” available!  
Blankets for our newly baptized little ones are also 
made by our members!  If you have any questions 
or would like to be involved in making some of 
these items, contact Karen Hitz at 402-212-2589. 

*If you know of someone who is in need of a 
prayer shawl, prayer square or cancer hat at this 
time, please call the office at 402-332-3383. 

SAVE YOUR LABELS!  
The Local and World Service team is 
collecting Best Choice labels.  The 
money raised will be donated to Gretna 

Neighbors and Project Hope.  Just purchase Best 
Choice products (locally at McKinney’s and Super 
Saver), cut out the UPC code with Best Choice 
written above it, and place in the box by the 
food donation corner with the yellow shelving. 

We are collecting box tops for education.  
Please trim the edges and drop them 
in the box in food donation corner. 

ALUMINUM CAN COLLECTION!  
Bring your empty cans to the container 
outside of the west door of the 
church-in the alley. We please ask 

that you do not crush them.  The can needs to 
be visible for refund purposes. The proceeds 
will go to Least of My Brethren. 

SAVE YOUR POP TABS! 
The Ronald McDonald house is still 
collecting pop tabs.  Please drop off 
your tabs by the food donation corner 
with the yellow shelving.  Your tabs will 
help cover costs that support families  

with a seriously ill or injured child. 
 

A NOTE OF THANKS 
The Stephen Center is so thankful for RELC.  In a 
Christmas card that was sent they want you to 
know how thankful they are that we are investing 
in the lives of those they serve.  Our donations 
help people in crisis, meeting their immediate 
needs for food and shelter, and training 
programs during the holidays and beyond. 
----------------------------------------------------- 
Project Hope would like to thank you for all the 
donations of clothing, personal care items, and 
several bags of food provided to Project Hope 
this year.  We especially appreciate those of you 
who provided all of the food donations of spice 
cake mix, canned pumpkin, and cream cheese 
frosting for our Thanksgiving program.  Please 
remember as winter arrives that we continue to 
need donations of food, personal care items, as 
well as winter clothing and outer wear.  Check 
out our website @ www.projecthopeomaha.org 
for suggested items needed. They also thank 
you for a $20 donation on December 3rd.  Your 
generosity will allow us to continue to serve----
-------------------------------------------------
Thank you so much for allowing us to be a prt 
of your world. Our individuals love coming to 
help and socialize with you all. 

We wish you a Merry Christmas. 

Opportunities, Inc. 
----------------------------------------------------- 
Richard & Mardelle Bergsten would like to thank 
everyone for attending our 50th wedding anniversary 
reception in November and for all the wonderful 
cards and gifts.  We appreciate all of you. 

-Love, Richard and Mardelle Bergsten  

http://www.projecthopeomaha.org/
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FROM THE OFFICE 

*Check out the Communication Schedule 
located on the south bulletin board to see 
when information is due to the office. 

FEBRUARY MESSENGER ARTICLES ARE DUE: 
• Saturday, January 15th by 12:00 p.m. 

BULLETIN ANNOUCEMENTS ARE DUE: 
• Wednesday morning by 10:00 a.m. 

------------------------------------------------------- 
ANNUAL FINANCIAL CHURCH REPORTS  
Due January 10th, 2022 

Reports needed include:   
Financial Office Manager (Year end, budgets, etc.), 
Youth Financial Statement, Women’s Treasurer, 
Council Treasurer, Audit Report  

Volunteer Help Needed 
We are looking for a few volunteers to help 
assemble our annual reports, add wafer seals, and 
sort them in to zip codes. If you are able to help, 
please call the church office at 402.332.3383.  Thank 
you for your assistance. 
--------------------------------------------------------- 
OUR COMMUNICATION APP! 

 
 
 

This app allows us to communicate about 
emergency cancellations. Enter this link into 
your browser https://band.us/n/a3ae23c8A9i3b 
or scan the QR code to join and be the first to 
know about any schedule changes due to 
severe weather or other emergencies! 
---------------------------------------------------------- 
OPPORTUNTIES WITHIN RELC 
The following opportunities are available NOW! 
Paid Positions: 

• Part-time Business Administrator 
• Part-Time Worship Service Accompanist 

Contact: Matt@singomaha.org 

Volunteer Needs: 
• Ushers Need for Saturday, 5:30 p.m. Worship 
• Lay Reader Coordinator & Readers 

Contact: theoffice@relchurch.net 
• Sound Board Technician, PowerPoint 

Assistant, Electric Guitarist  
Contact: Matt@singomaha.org 

-----------------------------------------------------

January BIBLE MEMORY VERSE  

                                   Psalm 85:11 
                                   11Faithfulness will spring up from 
                         the ground, and righteousness 
                           will look down from the sky. 
-----------------------------------------------------

Exercise classes have begun 
and each Sunday after the late 
service we will need to set up 

for the week’s classes.  We are asking you for 
your help after the 10:45 a.m. worship service.  
We will need to pick up 75% of the chairs that 
are set up and put them in an order of seating 
for the exercise classes.  There is always a leader 
there to show you how to do it.  We appreciate 
all your help.  “Many hands make light work.” 
----------------------------------------------------- 

WINTER WEATHER CLOSINGS  

 

It’s that time of year again to prepare for winter 
weather.  We will be posting any closings or 
cancellations on KETV Ch. 7 (ABC) and on their 
weather updates online page.  Also check for 
updates on our facebook page.  

Please remember if Gretna Public Schools are 
closed, all church activities, programming and 
the church office will be closed. 

Have a safe winter season! 
 

https://band.us/n/a3ae23c8A9i3b
mailto:Matt@singomaha.org
mailto:theoffice@relchurch.net
mailto:Matt@singomaha.org
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Contact Information 
Pastor James Sells 
     In the office: T-F, 9am-3pm 
  Tuesday-Thursday by appointment 
    402-759-6347 
  PastorJames@relchurch.net  
Ms. Hannah Grove 
         In the office: Fri, 8am-4pm & Sat, 11am-7pm 
       Tuesday, Wednesday, Sunday by appointment 
  402-983-2456 
  Hannah.Grove@relchurch.net  
Office Hours 
  9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., Monday-Friday 
Church Phone Number 
  402-332-3383 
Email Address for Church 
  theoffice@relchurch.net 
Church Website 
  www.relchurch.net 

Help Us to Know Your Word, Help Us 
to Do Our Work 
Almighty and eternal God, we pray that you 
would uphold us through right knowledge of 
your divine Word through your Holy Spirit.  
Grant us peace and health as we do the work 
of our callings with your blessing; through 
your dear son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

The source of this prayer is Martin Luther, [Die 
Gebete Luthers, #41] It was originally written in 
German  

O allmächtiger, ewiger Gott, wir bitten dich, du 
wollest uns ja bei der rechten Erkenntnis deines 
göttlichen Worts durch deinen H. Geist 
gnädiglich erhalten, Friede und Gesundheit 
verleihen, daß wir die Werke unsers Berufs 
seliglich mögen ausrichten, durch Jesum 
Christum, deinen lieben Sohn, unsern Herrn. 

Return Service Requested 

RESURRECTION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
153 S McKenna Ave. 
Gretna, Nebraska 68028 

mailto:PastorJames@relchurch.net
mailto:Hannah.Grove@relchurch.net
mailto:theoffice@relchurch.net
http://www.relchurch.net/
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