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 MESSENGER  

  
 

From the Pastor’s Desk  
November Greetings, 

There is an old hymn called “Count 

Your Blessings”. It is so old fashioned 

that you won’t find it in our current 

hymn book the ELW or even our 

previous hymn book the LBW. In fact, 

the only times I’ve encountered this 

hymn have been in nursing home 

collections. I suppose this is because 

counting one’s blessings has gone out 

of fashion. Maybe that is the cause of all 

the discontent in the world, it would 

certainly explain a lot of what we see and consume from media and news 

organizations.  

This is unfortunate because there is a real benefit to counting one’s blessings 

not least of which is that it can change one’s perspective. Counting blessings 

can help establish an attitude of gratitude which can overcome a multitude 

of sins.  

I had a good friend many years ago who suffered a tragic betrayal leading 

to a divorce. This led to her world collapsing: emotionally, financially, and 

physically. Many times, she was reduced to a curled-up ball sobbing on the 

floor completely unable to function. One of the ways that she managed to 

crawl out of that dark place was to count blessings, or rather, to take every 

opportunity she could to thank God for the good in her life. She told me 

once that life was so difficult that she would thank God for even the spoon 

she had to stir her ramen noodles, which was the only thing she could afford 

to eat at times. This dogged attitude of gratitude even led her therapist to 

question her “overreliance on God” as a coping mechanism to her 

depression. 

Of course, her attitude led to change. She did heal, she found love again, she 

also found a new therapist. It wasn’t easy and it didn’t happen overnight, 

but it was possible. This is what gratitude does, it makes space for possibility. 

It is so easy to focus on the negative in the world, but God calls us to a 
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different outlook, one that keeps eternal life and wholeness as the goal, and this is a goal that we can 

glimpse in the present through our attitude.  

I invite you to count your blessings this November, count the good things in your life even and especially 

when the negative seems overwhelming. I’ll leave you with a passage from Philippians 3, 12Not that I 

have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my own, because 

Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but this one 

thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14I press on towards the 

goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 

Blessings on this month of blessings, 

 

 

Pr. James W. Sells 

 
RESURRECTION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  

Pastor’s Report, August 17th – September 16th         

OFFICIAL DUTIES: 

Visitations: 33 

Funerals: 1 

Baptism: 2 

RELC ACTIVITIES: 

08/17:  Council Meeting 

08/18:  Staff Meeting 

 7th and 8th Grade Confirmation Orientation 

08/19: Theology on Tap: Invited to lead at Upper 

            Room Brewery in Kearney 

08/21: Saturday Evening Service 

08/22: Early Service 

 Acolyte Training 

 Late Service/Schwery Baptisms 

08/24: Text Study 

 SEED Meeting 

 Care Team Ministry Meeting 

08/25: Building Use Meeting 

 Staff Meeting 

 SLRP Meeting 

 9th Grade Confirmation Orientation 

 6th Grade Mentor Orientation 

08/26: Mentoring 

08/27-29: Off  

08/31:  Text Study 

 Meeting with Sheri about Prayer list 

09/01: Staff Meeting 

09/02: Mentoring 

 Archive Meeting 

09/03: Meeting with Erick and Bill: Research 

            topic for Erick’s education. 

 Streaming Tech Meeting 

09/04:  Labor Day Weekend Saturday Service  

            Suspended 

09/05: Labor Day Weekend Sunday Service 

09/07: Text Study 

09/08: Staff Meeting 

09/10: Worship and Music Meeting 

09/11: Committal Service at Mt. Auburn 

 Kennel Funeral 

 Saturday Evening Service 

09/12: Sunday Early Service 

 New Member Class 

 Sunday Late Service 

 God’s Work. Our Hands.: I was able to 

attend the Blessing Bags project for CASA. 

As a bonus for the day the Gretna Breeze 

came out to take pictures and had a nice 

write up in the paper.  

09/14: Text Study 

 Outreach Meeting 

 Theology on Tap: Location change from 

Brag “N” Rights to Lansky’s. Not the best 

turnout as we returned to this group but 

good conversation surrounding the 

dehumanization of political/ideological 

enemies was had.   

09/15: Staff Meeting 

 Confirmation Kick-Off 

09/16: Streaming Tech Follow-Up: Visited with 

Pr. Paula Lawhead about what Immanuel 
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uses and came away with a third-party 

app called Switcher Studio. 

Upcoming Activities:  

09/26: Early Service Building Dedication 

 Late Service Reception of New Members 

09/29: Vala’s Fish and Lambs Outing 

10/02: Jackson Osborn Baptism 

10/03: 9:15 Blessing of the Animals Service 

10/17: 9th Grade Ready to Affirm Retreat at 

           Carol Joy Holling 

Pastoral Reflection: 

As a congregation there is a lot of movement 

right now as we start the program year. This 

has brought some welcome energy to the life 

of the church but has also brought weariness. 

The challenges of the past year took a lot out 

of the congregation and now that ever more 

effort is being expended as we return, well, let’s 

just say that I am concerned about burnout 

from our core pool of volunteers. As we rebuild 

this year, we will need to think strategically 

about who we are as a congregation post-

pandemic and the primary mission we wish to 

project into the world.  

Toward this end preliminary conversations are 

taking place at the intersection of Strategic 

Planning and some follow-up research that 

Erick Hill is doing as part of his Seminary 

education. The fruit of these discussions will 

hopefully lead to a leaner church with a clearer 

understanding of self and goals. We need to 

focus on what God is calling us to do in the 

world and drop everything else as adiaphora.  

Youth & Congregational  
Life Director 

 Hello RELC Family! 

October passed in a flash! We 

were able to settle into a routine 

as “regular” programming 

continued. We have been blessed to be able to 

hold Sunday school, confirmation, and 

Underground every week. I’m so glad to be a 

part of these programs and to watch the kids 

grow in their faith.  

On October 31st our seven freshmen confirmed 

their faith. This is a huge achievement! If you 

see Brady Donahue, Andrew Hardy, Adison 

Huffman, Troy Lindquist, Harrison Palser, Brody 

Parks, or Addison Shuka around, tell them how 

proud you are of them and all the hard work 

they put in to get here! 

As always, please reach out to me if you have 

any questions or concerns, want to get involved, 

or just to say hi!  

Hannah Grove

 

 
REMEMBRANCE!!!! 

As you walk through the halls of our church, I 

hope you take time to look at the beautiful new 

History Corner that has been created by the 

Archives Team at the south end of the main 

hallway.  It is truly awesome to look back at some 

of the old artifacts from when our church started 

some 110 years ago; some of which are still in 

use today such as the altar(s) and baptismal 

font.  Did you know, that in the current chancel 

configuration, the large altar is called the 

Credence table while the small altar, that Pastor 

James stands behind, is the Altar? 

And of course, the pictures.  For those of you 

that have been members here for years, many 

of the pictures probably take you back to much 

simpler times.  How far back can you remember?  

Can you believe the growth Resurrection has 

had over the years?  For the newer members, 

like myself, it reminds me of my home church 

and all the good times from my childhood and 

what Resurrection was like many years ago.  

Hmmm, remembrance.  
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CHURCHWIDE NEWS 

 

 

 

 
 

Also, let’s not forget the celebration of All Saints’ 

Sunday on November 7th.   I know for me I will 

never forget them.   

Something new this year across from the History 

Corner is the All Saints’ remembrance table for 

pictures of those who have gone before us.  

Take a dove and write your loved one’s name 

on it and pin it to the board.  Feel free to bring 

a picture for the table.  What a nice new touch 

to All Saints’ Sunday.  I truly hope that we need 

to add more tables for all the pictures of 

remembrance that will come in. 

I sincerely look forward to seeing you in church 

and remember, “YOU/WE BELONG HERE”                       

Respectfully submitted, 

Bill Schwarten, Council President 

---------------------------------------------------- 

CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS NEEDED  

Now is the time of year we 

actively start searching for 

new council members to replace the three 

members that are going off after the Annual 

Meeting in February.  We now have a need for 

one more due to a family moving, so a total of 

four are needed for beginning in 2022.  Three 

would have 3-year terms and one would have a 

two-year term.  If you have any interest at all or 

would like additional information, please do 

not hesitate to contact me or any current 

council member.  

-Sincerely, Bill Schwarten, Council President

 
 

 

 

FREED FOR LIFE EVENT 

Sunday, November 7, 2021 

5:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

Sheridan Lutheran Church-Lincoln, NE 

Gather for the Freed for LIFE fundraiser for an 

evening of food and fellowship. Freed for LIFE 

supports two different prison ministries: the 

Nebraska Synod's Followers of Christ of Prison 

Ministry, and Our Saviour's Lutheran Church's 

FEAST Prison Ministry. 

To register for this event, go to: 

https://nebraskasynod.org/event/freed-for-life/. If 

you have any questions, please contact Pastor Rob 

Corum at prisonministry@nebraskasynod.org. 

----------------------------------------------------- 

MIDDLE SCHOOL RETREAT 

November 12-14, 2021 

Grades 6-8 

Carol Joy Holling Camp 

This retreat will serve as a good reminder to 

campers who attended camp about the things 

they learned during their time there and how 

they can continue to implement those lessons 

into their lives. For campers who may not have 

been able to attend camp, this retreat will serve 

as a way for them to experience camp in a 

condensed and meaningful way.  

Along with the lessons we will learn about God’s 

love and faithfulness, we will also be experiencing 

some favorite camp activities, God’s creation, 

and of course, fellowship! See the tentative 

schedule below for some examples of activities 

that your camper will get to participate in. 

Get registered: https://www.cjhcenter.org/ms-retreat 

---------------------------------------------------- 

MOTHER & TWEEN DAUGHTER RETREAT 

November 20-21, 2021 

Cost:  $160 Per Mother/Daughter Pair 

Carol Joy Holling Camp 

The academic year is a time where school, 

activities and family obligations can make life 

seem like a giant to-do list. Join us for a weekend 

to be present, try new things, grow together 

and have fun!   

This retreat is designed for mothers and their 

10-13-year-old daughters. Families will each 

have their own room in our Sjogren Retreat 

Center. All you need to bring are your clothes 

and toiletries; we will provide the rest! 

Register: https://www.cjhcenter.org/mother-daughter  

 

https://nebraskasynod.org/event/freed-for-life/
mailto:prisonministry@nebraskasynod.org
https://www.cjhcenter.org/ms-retreat
https://www.cjhcenter.org/mother-daughter
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SISTER CONGREGATION 

       Concordia 

        Lutheran 

         Church 

       Concord, Nebraska 

At the NE ELCA Synod Assembly, we chose 

Concordia Lutheran Church in Concord, NE as 

our sister congregation in Nebraska.   

Most people do not know where Concord is.  

They are in the Northeast about 40 miles west 

of South Sioux City and 12 miles north of Wayne.   

Old Business includes: New property committee 

members have been added and items in need 

of attention have been identified at Church and 

parsonage. The VANCO online giving program 

is installed and being tested. More info will 

follow. The Father-Son men’s BBQ and corn 

hole tourney will be Sept 19th at 5:30 p.m. at 

church yard.  

New Business includes: Discussion was held 

concerning the Mentoring Program. It was 

suggested that we focus on mentors for 

confirmation students for now. Council is 

looking for ideas as well for partnering projects 

with GIGP youth as that is also 2021 council 

goal.  It was discussed and approved to order 

200 church “advertising” pens to be used in the 

Laurel Welcome packets and for Concord new 

resident bags.  We will hold a potluck after 

services on Oct 10th in appreciation of our 

Vicar.  The college student care packages will 

go out in early November.  Vicar Deb, Carolyn 

and hopefully at least one youth will attend the 

Road Show in Creighton on Nov. 6th. 

Registration is due by Oct 6th. 

To read more about Concordia, please go to: 

https://www.concordialutheranelca.com/. 

 

 
 
 

SEED TEAM 
Sunday School has begun! 

Sunday school meets every 

Sunday at 9:40-10:40 a.m. We 

can always use more volunteers if 

that is something you are available to do! We 

have open positions for Sunday School Assistant 

Teachers. If you are interested in bringing your 

children to Sunday school or volunteering to help, 

please contact Hannah Grove at Hannah.Grove 

@relchurch.net.     

---------------------------------------------------- 

FISH & LAMBS (Pre-K-5th Grade) 

Sunday School is available for 

children PreK (3yo) through 5th.  

We meet weekly on Sundays at 

9:40 a.m. to go through the 

Whirl Lectionary curriculum which will discuss 

the same topics as the texts and sermon in 

worship that week.  

-------------------------------------------------------- 

Acolyting 4th-8th Grade Students: 

All students grades 4th-8th are 

invited to sign up for acolyting at 

our Saturday and Sunday worship 

services.  To sign up for our acolyte 

services please go to our sign up at on our website 

under sign-ups at https://relchurch.net/sign-ups/.  

----------------------------------------------------  

CONFIRMATION 

6th Grade Mentor/Mentee Program-2021/22 

The 2021/2022 Mentor/Mentee meeting took 

place in August.  If you haven’t found a mentor 

yet, please do so today.  Contact Pr. James with 

any questions you may have.   

Booklets for the Mentor/Mentee program are 

located in the Resurrection Café.  Stop by 

during normal hours to pick yours up today 

and sign the sheet provided that you received 

your book and who your mentor is.  

 

https://www.concordialutheranelca.com/
https://relchurch.net/sign-ups/
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7th Grade Bible Year Confirmation 2021/22 

Join Pr. James each week as you continue to 

grow in faith while learning the scripture and 

the Ten Commandments. This ministry strives 

to help you grow in faith so that you will continue 

to be active in worshiping God and growing in 

his Word. 

11/03 – Of Tents and Kings 

11/10 – The Psalms 

11/17 – Wisdom Literature 

           - Quiz on the Old Testament 

11/24 – Thanksgiving Break 

---------------------------------------------------- 

8th Grade Catechism Year Confirmation 2021/22 

In baptism, we are claimed as God’s children. 

Confirmation is about embracing and living out 

that identity! The central teaching tool we use 

is Martin Luther’s Small Catechism, which helps 

students learn how to read and apply God’s Word 

to their lives. Traditionally, the Catechism was 

also a teaching tool for parents, which is why we 

do what we can to partner with and encourage 

spiritual leaders in the home. 

11/03 – Forgive Us 

11/10 – Time of Trial 

11/17 – Deliverance 

11/24 – Thanksgiving Break 

---------------------------------------------------- 

Congratulations to our 

2021 Confirmands! 

On October 31st, we celebrated with our 9th 

grade confirmands with a special service and 

reception as they confirmed their faith in Jesus 

Christ on their very special Confirmation Day. 

Please congratulate the following students 

when you see them: Brady Donahue, Andrew 

Hardy, Adison Huffman, Troy Lindquist, Harrison 

Palser, Brody Parks, and Addison Schuka.

 

UNDERGROUND ON WEDNESDAYS 7:00 PM 

All 9-12th grade students are invited to join us 

every Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. for the Youth 

Underground programming.  

Schedule: 

11/03: Enneagram 2 (Continuation from 10/20) 

11/10: Enneagram 3 

11/17: Questions and Discussions 

11/24: No Underground (Happy Thanksgiving) 

 

 

---------------------------------------------------- 

NATIONAL YOUTH GATHERING NEWS AND 

THEOLOGICAL THEME 

God’s Boundless Creation: A Reflection on 

Psalm 104 

Praise the Lord, my soul. 

Lord my God, you are very great; you are 

clothed with splendor and majesty. 

The Lord wraps himself in light as with a garment; 

he stretches out the heavens like a tent and lays 

the beams of his upper chambers on their waters. 

He makes the clouds his chariot and rides on the 

wings of the wind. He makes winds his messengers,  

flames of fire his servants. 

He set the earth on its foundations; it can never 

be moved. You covered it with the watery depths 

as with a garment; the waters stood above the 

mountains. But at your rebuke the waters fled, 

at the sound of your thunder they took to flight; 

they flowed over the mountains, they went down 

into the valleys, to the place you assigned for 

them. You set a boundary they cannot cross; 

never again will they cover the earth. 

He makes springs pour water into the ravines;    

it flows between the mountains. They give water 

to all the beasts of the field; the wild donkeys 

quench their thirst. The birds of the sky nest by 
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the waters; they sing among the branches. He 

waters the mountains from his upper chambers; 

the land is satisfied by the fruit of his work. He 

makes grass grow for the cattle, and plants for 

people to cultivate—    bringing forth food from 

the earth: wine that gladdens human hearts, oil 

to make their faces shine, and bread that sustains 

their hearts. The trees of the Lord are well watered, 

the cedars of Lebanon that he planted. There the 

birds make their nests; the stork has its home in 

the junipers. The high mountains belong to the 

wild goats; the crags are a refuge for the hyrax. 

He made the moon to mark the seasons, and 

the sun knows when to go down. You bring 

darkness, it becomes night, and all the beasts 

of the forest prowl. The lions roar for their prey 

and seek their food from God. The sun rises, and 

they steal away; they return and lie down in 

their dens. Then people go out to their work,    

to their labor until evening. 

How many are your works, Lord! In wisdom you 

made them all; the earth is full of your creatures. 

There is the sea, vast and spacious, teeming with 

creatures beyond number—living things both 

large and small. There the ships go to and fro, 

and Leviathan, which you formed to frolic there. 

All creatures look to you to give them their 

food at the proper time. When you give it to 

them, they gather it up; when you open your 

hand, they are satisfied with good things. When 

you hide your face, they are terrified; when you 

take away their breath, they die and return to 

the dust. When you send your Spirit, they are 

created, and you renew the face of the ground. 

May the glory of the Lord endure forever; may 

the Lord rejoice in his works—he who looks at 

the earth, and it trembles, who touches the 

mountains, and they smoke. 

I will sing to the Lord all my life; I will sing praise 

to my God as long as I live. May my meditation 

be pleasing to him, as I rejoice in the Lord. But 

may sinners vanish from the earth    and the 

wicked be no more.  

Praise the Lord, my soul. 

Praise the Lord. 

This psalm is attributed to a young David who 

wrote in awe of the vastness of creation. In a 

world where many things are easily explained, 

it’s not uncommon to forget the mystery and 

boundlessness of the universe. Creation is 

hidden among humanity in concrete jungles 

and some days we live without experiencing 

nature. This month I encourage you as the 

weather gets cooler to find time and space to 

immerse yourself in nature, even if it’s as simple 

as staring into the expanse of space. Try to fall 

in love with the infiniteness of God’s creation.  

Let us pray: 

Boundless God, We are overwhelmed with 

the power, the beauty, the peacefulness, 

and the glory of your great creation. Fill us 

with your creative Spirit, so that we can 

participate with you in the ongoing 

creative work that is unfolding in the 

world. I pray that Christ Jesus and the 

church will forever bring praise to God. 

God’s power at work in us can do far more 

than we dare ask or imagine. Amen. 

This prayer comes from the ELCA’s Getting 

Ready Curriculum, Unit 2, written by Stephanie 

Luedtke.  

---------------------------------------------------- 

Youth Gathering News 

Look for updates next month for the 2022 

Youth Gathering! 

---------------------------------------------------- 

Escape Room 

The Underground will be 

hosting an Escape Room 

November 15th-20th! If you 

like to solve puzzles or are a 

church geek, come with your 

friends and family to solve the mystery! The 

room will be open for a private group from 

5:00-9:00 p.m., Monday through Friday and 

12:00-5:00 p.m. on Saturday. You can reserve 

your spot at relchurch.net/signups. There is a 

suggested donation of $25 per group to help 

us fundraise for our trip this summer! 
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Nativity Festival (aka Advent Fair) 

Calling all congregation members! 

If you have a nativity, unique or 

simple, or a beloved Christmas 

decoration, we would love to 

put it on display! We will be 

hosting a Nativity Festival on 

December 5th starting at 12:30 

p.m. and would like to display as 

many nativities and decorations as possible. If 

you would like to let us borrow your decorations, 

please fill out the form on the church website 

(www.relchurch.net/signups) and I will contact 

you! We can store them as soon as you can 

bring them up.  

Additionally, the Nativity Festival will function 

as our Advent Fair. Join us on December 5th to 

view the nativities, make some crafts, and enjoy 

the Christmas spirit with music and hot cocoa! 

Be on the lookout for more details from Hannah! 

----------------------------------------------------

Thanksgiving Week 

Thanksgiving week we will not have 

programming on Wednesday night or 

Sunday school on Nov. 28th. Have a 

lovely time with your family! 

 

COLLEGE AGED MINISTRY & 
PROGRAMMING (CAMP) 
CAMP stands for College Aged Ministry Programs! 

This program is for anyone who has graduated 

from high school. All are welcome to attend 

(even if you decided that college wasn’t your 

post-high school plans! We want to connect 

with all of you)! 

S.O.C.K.s Program 

The SOCKs (Support Our College 

Kids) program will pair up our 

college-aged members with other 

adult members of the congregation. 

Their sponsor will send them monthly care 

packages or letters, just to let them know that 

they are being prayed for no matter the distance. 

If you know a college student (university, college, 

trade school, or other post-secondary programs), 

please register them at https://docs.google.com/ 

forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfyewo1ezgmqLr7dV8w69Ej3

AoS9PcelGX6rs0gO7W3X8OCKg/viewform?usp=

sf_link. If you would like to sponsor a college kid, 

be on the lookout for a SOCKs bulletin board to 

appear in late September for more information! 

 

LOCAL & WORLD SERVICE 
TOGETHER A GREATER GOOD 

To date, our church TAGGers 

have raised more than $2000 for 

church projects sponsored by the 

Local & World Service Team.  

Download the app to your smartphone and 

choose RELC as the supported organization. 

You can also drop your receipts at the office. 

When you purchase from a TAGG business, it will 

donate up to 5% of your total purchase to RELC.  

The Local & World Service Team invites you 

to do the TAGG of the MONTH!  

   

 

 

                  November is El Vallarta 

         11910 Standing Stone Drive, Gretna 

         They will donate 5% of your receipt. 

-------------------------------------------------------- 

Local and World Service Team 

would like to thank our wonderful 

congregation for your help in 

making Thanksgiving brighter 

with the cake fixings for Project Hope! We 

appreciate all you do to support those in need! 

---------------------------------------------------- 

Giving Christmas Tree 

The Local and World Service Team 

will once again support Douglas 

County Health Center residents and 

their gift requests for this year. 

Stay tuned for our annual Christmas 

project supporting residents at the 

Douglas County Health Center in Omaha. We 

will have information coming out this month 

where you can get an ornament with a resident’s 

name on it and their wish list. Thank you again 

for all your support.  

http://www.relchurch/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfyewo1ezgmqLr7dV8w69Ej3AoS9PcelGX6rs0gO7W3X8OCKg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfyewo1ezgmqLr7dV8w69Ej3AoS9PcelGX6rs0gO7W3X8OCKg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfyewo1ezgmqLr7dV8w69Ej3AoS9PcelGX6rs0gO7W3X8OCKg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfyewo1ezgmqLr7dV8w69Ej3AoS9PcelGX6rs0gO7W3X8OCKg/viewform?usp=sf_link
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WORSHIP & MUSIC TEAM 
PHASE II WORSHIP SERVICES 

Don’t miss hearing God’s word as 

Pr. James Sells shares the Gospel 

with us each week.  

The church and the church office are open during 

the week from 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 

General:  

o    Masks are optional inside the church.  

o    Social distancing is encouraged.  

o    Hand sanitizer stations are located 

throughout the building.  

o    Do not enter church if you do not feel 

well, are experiencing symptoms of 

COVID-19 or are COVID-19 positive.  

SERVICE SCHEDULE EFFECTIVE AUGUST 1, 2021  

Saturday Services – Mask Optional 

5:30 p.m. – Blended Service – Sanctuary 

Communion served Saturday before first & 

third Sundays 

Sunday Services – Masks Optional  

8:30 a.m. – Traditional Service – Sanctuary 

Communion served first & third Sundays  

9:40-10:30 a.m. – Adult Forum – Conf. Room/ Zoom 

“The Wilderness Journey Home”  

10:45 a.m. – Contemporary Service – Fellowship Hall 

Communion served second & fourth Sundays  

Social distancing is practiced and encouraged.  

Current CDC Guidelines suggest unvaccinated 

persons continue wearing masks in situations 

when 6 feet if social distancing cannot be 

maintained. 

November Worship Updates:  

11/20 – No Saturday Worship Service 

11/21 – All Sunday Services in Fellowship Hall 

Online Worship Services 

➢ YouTube: (Watch Live or Uploaded Service) 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjXn

hZfhxipkc5ZTA6SrHUw 

➢ Facebook: 

Facebook.com/RELCgretna  

 Chancel Choir, Bell Choir, and 

Praise Band rehearsals have 

begun. The Chancel Choir 

rehearses from 6:00-6:30 p.m., 

the Bells from 6:30-7:10 p.m., and the Praise 

Band will rehearse at 7:15 p.m. every Wednesday 

evening during the school year. Each choir 

shares special music once per month at the 8:30 

a.m. service. 

No prior choir experience is required for singing 

in the Chancel Choir, but some musical experience 

is helpful for bell ringers.  

Contact Dr. Matt Hill if you are interested in 

joining at matt@singomaha.org 

------------------------------------------------------- 

ALL SAINTS’ SUNDAY  

On Sunday, November 7th, we will 

celebrate All Saints’ Day.  We 

remember those who have passed and 

celebrate the life we had with them.  On this 

day we will remember those who passed from 

our church family this year.  You are invited to 

write the name of a loved one that has 

passed on a dove that is provided and add it 

to our memory board and bring a framed 

picture of your loved one to place on the 

table that is located by the new history area in 

the south hallway. 

Join us as we remember all the RELC Saints 

we’ve lost this year and celebrate their life. 

Craig Gissler, Ernie Olsan, Donna Fleck, Jim Schram, 

Doris Kramer-Roberts, Glen Closner, Tom 

Hansen, Gayle Guilfoyle, Edward Kennel, Judy 

Kumm, Les Foged, David Harder, Bob Lobsiger 

------------------------------------------------------- 

What a fun service we had during the “Blessing of 

the Animals.”  Here are a few pictures to enjoy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjXnhZfhxipkc5ZTA6SrHUw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjXnhZfhxipkc5ZTA6SrHUw
mailto:matt@singomaha.org
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HEALTH MINISTRY TEAM 
Greetings from your Health Ministry Team 

This month, we’d like to share some ongoing 

resources from the Health Ministry Team, which 

are available to you and your loved ones. 

• Prayer Shawl Ministry-Several dedicated 

stitchers in Resurrection knit or crochet 

prayer shawls or lap robes, which can be 

shared with anyone going through a difficult 

time.  Feel free to pick up a prayer shawl or 

lap robe to share with someone you know 

anytime in the church office.  The stitchers 

also make the baby blankets which are shared 

with the infants who are baptized at 

Resurrection.  If you would like to participate 

in this ministry, or have any questions, 

please call Karen at 402.212.2589 

• Medical Equipment Closet-The Health 

Ministry Team has a supply of gently used 

and cleaned medical equipment which you 

or a loved one can use at no charge for as 

long as you need it.  If you have an 

upcoming medical procedure planned or 

know someone that can benefit from some 

assistive equipment, please call Nicki Ayer 

at 402.660.5352.  We also accept donations 

of gently used medical equipment. 

• Blood Pressure Checks-The Health 

Ministry Team is offering blood pressure 

checks at church on the Second Saturdays 

before the 5:30 service (5:00-5:25 p.m.) and 

the Second Sundays from 9:30- 10:40 in 

the office.  Masks are required to minimize 

risk to participants and will be available 

outside of the office. 

• Tai Chi Classes-Tai Chi classes have 

resumed on Monday and Wednesday 

mornings from 9:00-9:40 in the Fellowship 

Hall.  We have increased spacing between 

participants and increased air flow in the 

area.  We are also strongly encouraging 

masking to minimize risk for participants.  

If you have any questions, please call Nicki 

Ayer at 402.660.5352 

• Low Impact Exercise-The Low Impact 

Exercise class has resumed on Friday mornings 

from 9:00-9:40 in the Fellowship Hall.  This 

is a great opportunity to move your body- 

you set your own pace- and share some 

good conversation with others.  We have 

implemented the same safety precautions in 

this class that we are practicing in Tai Chi to 

minimize risk to participants.  If you have 

any questions, please contact Linda 

Anderson at 402.305-5035. 

• Health-Related Questions or Concerns-If 

you have a health-related question or concern, 

please contact Nicki Ayer or Linda Anderson.  

We can answer your questions or connect 

you with a community resource that can help. 

We hope that you will take advantage of the these 

and other ministry opportunities that can help 

us improve our health- body, mind, and spirit. 

----------------------------------------------------- 
 

          Tai Chi classes  

(Masks Strongly Encouraged)  

   Mon. & Wed. at 9:00 a.m.  

--------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Low Impact Exercise Class 

(Masks Strongly Encouraged) 

       Fridays at 9:00 a.m. 

------------------------------------------------------- 

     Blood Pressure Checks 

(Church Office-Masks Required) 

o Second Saturdays - 5:00 p.m.  

(before the 5:30 p.m. Saturday service) 

o Second Sundays - between services  

---------------------------------------------------- 

We appreciate you taking advantage of these 

opportunities to improve your physical, emotional, 

and social wellbeing!  We look forward to seeing 

you soon! 

Here’s to your health! 
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CARE TEAM 
The Prayer Team will now 

be the Care Team with an 

official RELChurch e-mail 

address. Prayer is a vital part of our faith. The 

Care Team mission will continue to be to pray 

for those in need and to share requested 

prayers with those on the contact list via e-mail, 

phone call, and in the weekly bulletins. The Care 

Team is broadening its mission to also include 

connecting those in need with additional services 

available through Resurrection. For example, 

the Health Ministry team may be able to assist 

with providing needs like walkers or wheelchairs 

for in home use or assistance in answering medical 

related questions. Some may be in need of Care 

Meals or request a visit from Pastor James and 

communion. The Care Team is here to support 

our faith family both spiritually and physically. If 

you or someone you know is in need, you may 

reach out to the Care Team or the church office 

for additional assistance. Let Tammy Williams 

know if you are interested in joining the team. 

The Care Team meets the 4th Tuesday of each 

month at 7:00 p.m. All are welcome. 

Going forward, prayer requests will be sent out 

from CareTeam@relchurch.net. You may need 

to update settings in your e-mail to allow e-

mails from CareTeam@relchurch.net, so the e-

mails aren’t blocked or sent to a junk/spam e-

mail folder. Please e-mail the Care Team if you 

would like to receive e-mails regarding prayer 

requests, change your e-mail address, or to be 

removed from this contact list. This contact list 

will not be shared with others and will only 

send out information from the Care Team. 

 

BENEVOLENCE & MISSION TEAM 

Resurrection Evangelical 

Lutheran Church (RELC) 

distributes 8% of our quarterly 

offering to the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church of America (ELCA) Synod to help 

organizations in need on a national & worldwide 

basis. The purpose of the Mission & Benevolence  

Team is also to provide financial assistance to 

worthy organizations by distributing 2% of RELC’s 

quarter offering with an emphasis on local needs. 

In making our decisions, we strive to support 

RELC’s strategic long-term plans and goals. 

Congregation,  

If you know of an organization that has a 

need (i.e. funding) within our community 

where our team might be of assistance, 

please leave a note in our box in the 

church office.  We will prayerfully consider 

these requests quarterly along with the 

other requests we regularly receive. 

-Thank you, Benevolence & Mission Team 

---------------------------------------------------- 

3rd Quarter 8% ELCA Mission Share - $4,837.76 

3rd Quarter 2% Distribution - $1,209.44 

I. We have committed to give $825 per year 

for the next 3 years to Gretna Neighbors 

to be used towards their rental obligation.  

Our $206.25 quarterly commitment will 

come off the top leaving a balance of 

$1,003.19 to distribute elsewhere. 

II. $501.59 to Lutheran Family Services-

“Support Afghan Refugees” Campaign  

III.  $501.60 for the purchase of turkey breasts 

to donate to the Gretna Neighbors Food 

Pantry. 

Next Meeting Date:  2nd Quarter-Dec. 12, 2021 
 

OUTREACH TEAM 

THE RESURRECTION CAFÉ IS OPEN!   

Please join us for coffee, donuts and 

fellowship between services each Sunday.   

We are always looking for individuals/families 

willing to ensure that the coffee and donuts are 

ready and available. All you have to do is make 

coffee, prepare/serve donuts, clean up and 

make people feel welcome. There are step by 

step instructions provided to assist you too! If 

you think you have what it takes to help out, 

stop by the café on Sunday or contact Brenda 

Fleck at 402-399-0661. 

mailto:CareTeam@relchurch.net
mailto:CareTeam@relchurch.net
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GREETERS NEEDED! 

We are “resurrecting” the 

greeter program and hope 

that we can count on you to 

help us welcome members 

and guests.  We understand 

that we are still in a pandemic and people have 

different levels of comfort when interacting 

with others.  With that said, all that’s required 

to greet is to say “good morning” and smile!  

We’re in the process of creating the fall/early 

winter schedule.  Please let us know if you are 

unable to greet or have any questions, please 

contact Brenda Fleck at 402-399-0661.   

Thanks so much for your part in making 

Resurrection Lutheran Church a friendly, 

welcoming place of worship! 

 
STEWARDSHIP TEAM 

Every year we celebrate 

Stewardship Sunday in late 

November as the capstone 

event of our stewardship 

campaign, celebrating the joy of sharing our 

time, talents and treasures that God has 

provided us.  This year we will be celebrating 

Stewardship Sunday on November 21st.   

It has been amazing how members have 

collectively continued their financial support for 

Resurrection at a high level during the past year 

in spite of having to make significant 

adjustments in how we worship and function as 

a congregation.  We pray that your support can 

continue going forward as the financial needs 

for Resurrection grow to continue our ministries 

in support of the needs of our members and the 

community.   

Pledge cards for 2022 will be provided for all 

members beginning in November so we can 

prayerfully consider and pledge our financial 

support for next year.  Members can bring their 

completed pledge cards to turn in on 

Stewardship Sunday or turn cards in to the office 

during the month of November.  We will also 

communicate how members can provide their 

2022 pledge information confidentially on a 

remote basis for those not able to attend 

worship services or stop by the office.  A pledge 

amount from every member/family is important 

as we plan and develop our budget for 2022. 

We look forward to the continued sharing of 

time, talent and treasures from all of our 

members to support our journey together and 

help Resurrection continue to Share God’s 

Word, Show God’s Love and Serve God.   

Stewardship Team 

 

PROPERTY TEAM 

The property team is always looking 

for new members that like to get 

involved and have fresh new ideas 

for our church properties.  

Please contact Bill Schwarten at 402-290-6300 

if you are interested in joining the team. 

 

RELC ARCHIVES TEAM 

The Archives Team is looking for 

pictures of past church activities or 

any newsletters dated before the 

year 2000.  Please share your old, new, past, or 

present pictures.  Contact Jim Eichner if you 

have any stories or pictures of the past at 

Eichnerj6527@msn.com.

 

ANNUAL CHURCH REPORTS  

DUE DECEMBER 8TH, 2021 

All annual reports are due by 12:00 p.m. on 

December 8th.  If you are waiting on financials, they 

will be due by January 10th.   

Reports needed include:   

Team reports by Chairperson: B & M, Endowment, 

Health Ministry, L&WS, Care Team, Technology, 

Property, SEED-Chair, Youth Ministry, & Youth Financial 

Statement, Stewardship, W&M-Chair & Director, 

Outreach, Nursery, Women’s Fellowship & Treasurer 

Pastor, Council President, Council Treasurer, Youth 

Director, Audit Report, Resolutions 

mailto:Eichnerj6527@msn.com
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September Finance Report 
 

 Sep '21 YTD '21 Budget '21 

  (9 month) (12 months) 

Income:    

   Local Offering $19,142  $207,482  $304,717  

   Other Giving $2,368  $29,602  $31,095  

General Budget Total $21,510  $237,084  $335,812  
    

Expenses:    

   Administrative $19,982  $166,813  $256,040  

   Benevolence $0  $29,649  $33,472  

   Christian Education $550  $2,546  $7,740  

   Golden Age $0  $0  $300  

   Health Ministry $0  $241  $1,050  

   Outreach $150  $2,300  $7,500  

   Property $1,942  $24,980  $30,225  

   Stewardship $0  $0  $700  

   Technology $130  $2,119  $2,460  

   Worship and Music $424  $4,340  $10,105  

General Budget Total $23,177  $232,988  $349,592  

Net Profit (Loss) ($1,667) $4,097  ($13,779) 
    

  Sep '20 YTD '20  

Total Income (PPP incl) $22,869  $279,124   

Total Expenses $18,042  $262,054   

      

Net Profit (Loss) $4,827  $17,070   
 

 

Connectors: Thank you for agreeing to be a greeter and for 

providing a warm welcome to our members and visitors as they 

arrive for worship! If you are unable to be here for your designated 

Sunday, you are responsible to find your own substitute.  If you no 

longer want to be on the greeter schedule, please contact Brenda 

Fleck and Anne Brodin. 

Traditional Service 8:30 am  

   11/7     Dave & Shelley Schram 

   11/14   Judy Osbahr, Carolyn Strong 

   11/21   Stewardship Sunday 

   11/28   Bill & Debbie Schwarten 

Contemporary 10:45 am 

   11/7     Mark & Shelly Grimm, Jon & Renee Gross 

   11/14   Richard & Nancy Ayer 

   11/21   Stewardship Sunday 

   11/28   Kyle & Nicole Slusher, Deb Wallman 

    

Servers in November 
Head Usher: 

   5:30 pm (Sat.) Open 

  8:30 am (Sun.) Rich Killingsworth       

 10:45 am (Sun.) Mark Grimm 

 Flowers & Bulletins: Connie Walters 

Altar Guild: Connie Walters, Renee Gross,  

                    Pam Dauner   

Lay Readers:  

-Saturday 5:30 pm – Tammy Williams 

-Sunday 8:30 am – Kris Wagner 

              10:45 am – Deb Wallman 

Church Council Schedule:  

-Saturday Blended 5:30 pm 

   11/6     Darren Elliott, Lexie Frahm 

   11/13  Open, Open  

   11/20   Becky Wagner, Open 

   11/27   Open , Open 

 -Traditional 8:30 am   

   11/7 Becky Wagner, Bill Schwarten 

   11/14   Becky Wagner, Bill Schwarten 

   11/21    Bill Schwarten, Open 

 11/28      Larry Rippe, Open  

-Contemporary 10:45 am 

   11/7       Open, Open 

   11/14   Darren Elliott, Lexie Frahm 

   11/21   Open, Open 

 11/28   Becky Wagner, Open 

Acolytes: 

www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0 

a44acad29a5f58-aprilmay1    

-Saturday Blended 5:30 pm 

     11/6 Elliot Reece, Emilia Reece 

   11/13   Open, Open 

   11/20   Lexi Wagner, Open  

 11/27  Open, Open 

-Traditional 8:30 am 

 11/7     Open, Open 

   11/14      Lexi Wagner, Open 

   11/21   Open, Open 

 11/28       Open, Open 

-Contemporary 10:45 am  

   11/7     Tristian Wright, Tatum Wright  

   11/14     Soren Frahm, Stella Frahm 

   11/21   Luke Mefford, Zane Schuka 

 11/28        Open, Open

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0


15 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 

Serena Wilson 11/1 

Zachary Buresh 11/2 

Marilyn Ellingson 11/2 

Mickael Liermann 11/2 

Ryan Raess 11/2 

April Schwery 11/2 

Claire Wolverton 11/2 

Diane Bergman 11/3 

Bob Roberts 11/3 

Dianne Schnell 11/3 

Addie Schuka 11/3 

Garrett Wegener 11/3 

Aaron Bush 11/4 

Mike Osborn 11/4 

Laurel Reineke 11/4 

Sugi Galaska 11/5 

Zoe Schuka 11/5 

Kaden Hjelm 11/6 

Melanie VanBlarcom 11/6 

Caleb Prince 11/7 

Dan Hokens 11/9 

Dawson Killingsworth 11/9 

Carolyn Strong 11/10 

Sarah Bitterman 11/11 

Paul Dietrich 11/11 

Kellen Haugen 11/11 

Nolan Haugen 11/11 

Brenda Fleck 11/12 

Hayden Maas 11/12 

Logan Maas 11/12 

Olivia Maas 11/12 

Kennedy Ayer 11/13 

Casey Hefner 11/13 

Cheri Keyes 11/13 

Brandon Pyle 11/13 

Shelly Terry 11/13 

Megan Josoff 11/14 

Luke Pinkall 11/14 

Maddie Waller 11/15 

Kim Mikos 11/16 

Benjamin Brodin 11/17 

Jasani Killingsworth 11/17 

Luke Pyle 11/17 

Eric Carlson 11/18 

William Clark 11/18 

Gabriel Colgrove 11/18 

Kathryn Essen 11/18 

Kyle Hartman 11/18 

Trent Lorenz 11/18 

Rhonda Meyer 11/20 

Jeff Maas 11/22 

Hudson Nordhues 11/22 

Ryan Ehlers 11/23 

Donna Krambeck 11/23 

Samantha Beiting 11/24 

Terri Norman 11/24 

Ryan Carlson 11/25 

Angela Simpson 11/25 

Levi Williams 11/25 

Shelli Wolverton 11/26 

Andrew Hardy 11/27 

Lisa Mueller 11/28 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jon and Marilyn Ellingson 11/6 28 

Eric and Julie Carlson 11/9 30 

Casey and Randi Hefner 11/12 5 

Richard and Mardelle Bergsten 11/13 50 

Fred and Ruth Hartman 11/14 57 

Everett and Dianne Schnell 11/14 51 

Gregory and Janice Schnack 11/17 48 

Richard and Delores Armstrong 11/17 21 

Evan and Lindsey Kock 11/24 9 

 

 

N Name                                                   Date     Years  Name                                             Date    _ Years  
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ADS & OPPORTUNITIES 

NOVEMBER ADULT FORUM 

Join us in November as we cover the 

topic of “Forgiveness.”  Matthew 

6:14-15 says, 14For if you forgive 

others their trespasses, your heavenly Father 

will also forgive you; 15but if you do not forgive 

others, neither will your Father forgive your 

trespasses. The Bible states that when someone 

hurts us, we are under an obligation to God to 

forgive that person.  Jesus is very clear on this point.  

Forgiveness can sometimes be hard, but nothing 

compares to the freedom we feel when we learn to 

forgive others.  Sessions will be held on Sundays 

from November 7th & 14th at 9:45 a.m. in the 

Conference Room.  

50th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

Richard and Mardelle Bergsten 

invite you to come and 

celebrate their Golden 50th 

wedding anniversary with 

them as they host a coffee 

on Sunday, November 14th from 9:00-10:30 a.m. 

at Resurrection.  

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIA ONLINE SIGN-UP  

 It’s that time of year again to 

sign up to purchase a poinsettia 

to decorate the church for the 

Christmas season.  Orders are 

due by November 23rd.  

Poinsettias will be available for you to take home 

after our Christmas Eve worship.  They must be 

picked up by January 2nd. 

Only color available is RED - $5.50 each 

If you would like to purchase one or more, 

please stop by the table by the tv monitor in the 

café to pick up an order envelope. Please fill out 

all the information listed on the envelope and 

enclose your payment.  All checks should be 

made out to Resurrection Church, write 

“Poinsettia” in the memo line and place it in 

the offering plate, mail it in to the church, or 

drop it off in the lockbox in the church office. 

Please don’t forget to include what you’d like 

added to our special Poinsettia dedication 

section in the Christmas bulletin. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

Annual Winter Gear Drive 

Bring your new or gently used 

(all sizes) winter coats, stocking 

hats, gloves/mittens, scarves, 

socks, blankets & sleeping 

bags to our drop off box in the café at RELC.  All 

items must be dropped off by November 11th. 

Items will be collected and given to ministries 

supporting Omaha Metro area homeless and 

Gretna Neighbors.    

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS-TURKEY DINNER 

St. Patrick’s Parish Center, Gretna 

will be the place to go for a 

delicious turkey dinner with all the 

fixin’s on Sunday, November 7th 

from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Prices for this 

event include adults-$11, children (10 & under)-

$5, and cash, credit and debit cards accepted. 

OWLs 55 & OVER GROUP 

Join together with the OWL’s group 

at RELC on Wednesday, November 

10th at 1:30 p.m. for an informative 

presentation given by Nancy Hemesath, 

Life coach in retirement, as she describes the post 

retirement years as the third chapter.  Creating 

a life full of meaning in the retirement years.  This 

is the time for wholistic development of those 

parts of our lives we have neglected because of 

the demands of our work-life responsibilities.  

Listen as she shares the importance of finding 

purpose and meaning in the third chapter. 

----------------------------------------------------- 

On November 13th at 1:00 p.m., 

the 2021 U.S. Olympic Curling Trials 

will take place at the Baxter Arena in 

Omaha.  The OWLs invite you to 

join them as they head to see our next 

Olympians.  Tickets are for sale at the door for 

$17, $18, or $20. Only clear bags and credit cards 

accepted, no cash. 
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The OWLs had an enjoyable outing to Spaghetti 

Works.  A nice sized group enjoyed fellowship. 

-----------------------------------------------------

The OWLs enjoyed their trip to the Lithuanian 

Kafe and the Czech Museum. 

RED CROSS BLOOD MOBILE 

The Gretna Community Blood 

Drive will be at The Gretna 

American Legion on Monday, 

November 15th, from 12:30-6:30 p.m.  All 

donations support the American Red Cross. To 

schedule an appointment call: 1-800-redcross 

or visit redcrossblood.org and enter: Gretna NE 

to schedule your appointment. 

 

THEOLOGY ON TAP 

 Anyone over 21 is invited to join us 

on the first Tuesday of each month 

at Lansky’s on 16918 Morgan Ave., 

Ste. 1, Gretna (168th & hwy. 370).  

Feel free to bring a friend and enjoy some 

fellowship time together. 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY  

“Awakening to a Grand New Day” 

The Women of Resurrection Bible 

study will meet on the third Tuesday 

of every month at 9:00 a.m. at the church.  

Please join us as we renew friendships again.  

----------------------------------------------------- 

Flat Marty joined us during our Bible study this 

month.  He had a great time. 

 

THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS 

 Thank you to all our Thrivent 

participants that have included 

Resurrection as a benefactor of 

your Thrivent Choice Dollars.  If you 

would like to include Resurrection as your 

Thrivent Choice recipient, you can visit thrivent.com/ 

thriventchoice or call 1-800-847-4836 and when 

prompted, say “Thrivent Choice.”  

2021 Thrivent Choice Dollars Donated:  $687.00 

2021 LAY READERS NEEDED 

If you love to read and are 

available for our Saturday, 5:30 

p.m. or Sunday, 8:30 a.m. or 10:45 

a.m. worship service, we need you.  

We are looking for individuals to read two lessons 

during our worship services for one month. 

Please go to our July-December sign-up on our 

website at www.relchurch.net. Thank you. 

http://www.relchurch.net/
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2021 FLOWER/BULLETIN SIGN UP 

           SIGN-UP NOW!!     

Please consider signing up for altar 

flowers and bulletins for 2021. Go 

to our sign-up genius at https://www. 

signupgenius.com/go/30e0a44acad29a5f58-altar  

or call the church office to get signed up today 

at 402-332-3383.  The suggested donation for 

bulletin sponsorship is $20. If you are ordering 

from Town & Country, you will need to stop by 

the church to pick up the flower liners/stand 

and take them to Town & Country to fill M-F, 9-

5:30.  They will no longer be picking up the 

liners to fill with flowers.  If they do not have the 

liners, they won’t be able to make the flower 

arrangements for you. Please bring a container 

with you to transport them home after the late 

service.  Thank you for your kindness. 

RELC QUILTERS  

The RELC Quilters group will be 

meeting on the 2nd & 4th 

Tuesday of every month in the 

café.  

If you have any unused cotton or cotton blend 

fabric or sheets (size of quilt squares), please 

consider donating these items to help to defray 

the costs of our donated quilts. Contact Judy Feit 

or Susan Clegg with questions. 

PRAYER REQUESTS  

If you would like us to pray for 

you or someone you know, please 

fill out the prayer sheet in your 

bulletin, send the office an email, or 

give the office a call to give your church family 

the opportunity to add it to their daily prayers!!!  

If you are going into the hospital, be sure and 

let the office know so that we can be there for 

you with prayerful support. All prayer requests 

will be added to the bulletin for one month 

only, unless you contact us to let us know that 

further prayers are needed.  God bless you! 

GRETNA NEIGHBORS FOOD PANTRY 

The pantry will continue with our "open pantry 

hours" the first and third Saturday morning of 

each month from 9-11 a.m. and the second 

Wed. evening of the month from 6-7 p.m.  

The next open pantry dates are as follows: 

Saturday, November 6th         

9-11 a.m. 

Wednesday, November 10th      

6-7 p.m. 

Saturday, November 20th         

9-11 a.m. 

NO CLIENTS WILL BE ALLOWED TO ENTER 

THE PANTRY UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE.  

Only Gretna Neighbors board members and 

trained volunteers will be allowed inside to 

protect the safety of everyone involved. 

PROJECT HOPE FOOD PANTRY  

Our church supports the Project 

Hope Food Pantry.  Drop off all 

items at the Outreach Corner.  

Monetary donations can be 

sent to:  Project Hope, Inc., 

6201 N. 60th Street, Omaha, NE 68104 or go to 

projecthopeomaha.org to make an online donation. 

We are now accepting clothing donations. These 

donations of GENTLY used clothing can be 

delivered at the lower east door on Tuesday or 

Thursday between 11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

Food Needs: 

Maple syrup, cereal, fruit cups, canned diced 

tomatoes, canned tomato sauce, pasta sauces, 

pasta, canned chili beans, baked beans, canned 

meats (chicken, salmon, tuna, etc.), hamburger 

or tuna helper, soup, box potatoes, crackers, 

salsa, BBQ sauce, condiments (ketchup, mustard, 

mayo, & salad dressings), seasoning packets 

(chili, taco, & fajita), fruit jelly, small bottles 

cooking oil, brownie & cake mixes, frosting, 

microwave popcorn & nuts 
Personal Care & Household Needs: 

Shampoo, conditioner, body wash, deodorant, 

toothpaste, toothbrushes, hand soap & hand 

sanitizer, sunscreen, bug repellent, band-aids, Clorox 

wipes, small bottles of liquid dish soap & small bottles 

of laundry detergent, dusting spray & floor cleaners 

Paper Products & Baby/Clothing Needs:   

Toilet paper, facial tissue, paper towels, baby wipes 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0a44acad29a5f58-altar
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0a44acad29a5f58-altar
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Collect Family Fare Receipts 

Direct Your Dollars is a receipt-based 

program sponsored by the 

Family Fare stores.  You can help 

us raise money simply by doing 

something you do each week & going to the 

grocery store.  Send receipts to Project Hope. 

GRETNA TOASTMASTER’S CLUB 

Would you like to be more 

comfortable speaking to a group, 

large or small?  Would you benefit 

from being a more confident 

leader?  Toastmasters is an international 

organization that will help you reach those 

goals in a fun and supportive atmosphere.  

Contact Janel Asche (janelasche1@gmail.com) for 

more information. 

AREA 41: AA-GRETNA FRIDAY NIGHT GROUP 

Each day thousands of people are 

diagnosed with alcohol-related 

problems. Thousands more die 

from these ailments. Well, they don't 

have to.  At Alcoholics Anonymous meetings in 

Gretna, NE you will find help, support and self-

empowerment from a group of people who 

were once; or still are but are making it through, 

alcohol addiction. Are you an addict or are 

suffering from an alcohol-related ailment? 

Join us on Friday nights at 8:00 p.m. in the café at 

Resurrection Lutheran Church in Gretna.  Enter 

through the north doors.  We are here for you. 

RELC – WAYS TO GIVE YOUR OFFERINGS 

               MAIL 

 

Resurrection Evangelical Lutheran Church 

153 S McKenna Avenue, Gretna, NE 68028 

Please include your designation (general, building, 

memorial) in the memo line of your check to 

ensure it goes to area you would like it to go to. 

TEXT 

Text to 402-875-6081 and type $amount (eg $10) 

in the message to set up a one-time or recurring 

donation. 

             

            ONLINE 

Visit www. Relchurch.net 

Click the Vanco symbol to set up a one time or 

recurring donation. 

SEND US YOUR PICTURES  

If you have any pictures you’d like 

included in the Messenger or on 

Facebook, please email them to the 

office. We’d enjoy seeing what your 

team is doing or what’s happening in your groups. 

PLEASE NOTE – IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO ENSURE THAT YOU HAVE 

PERMISSION OF ALL PEOPLE WITHIN YOUR PHOTOS TO SHARE ON SOCIAL 

MEDIA OUTLETS BEFORE SUBMITTING. WE WANT TO SHARE THESE MEMORIES 

BUT ALSO RESPECT THE PRIVACY OF OTHERS. 

PRAYER SHAWL GROUP  

If you knit or crochet, or would like 

to learn, you are invited to join the 

RELC Prayer Shawl Group!  We create 

shawls that are available for anyone 

in our congregation to be distributed to friends 

or family going through a personal crisis, whether it 

is illness, loss or other concern.  We also have 

some cancer hats and “prayer squares” available!  

Blankets for our newly baptized little ones are also 

made by our members!  If you have any questions 

or would like to be involved in making some of 

these items, contact Karen Hitz at 402-212-2589. 

*If you know of someone who is in need of a 

prayer shawl, prayer square or cancer hat at this 

time, please call the office at 402-332-3383. 

SAVE YOUR LABELS!  

The Local and World Service team is 

collecting Best Choice labels.  The 

money raised will be donated to Gretna 

Neighbors and Project Hope.  Just purchase Best 

Choice products (locally at McKinney’s and Super 

Saver), cut out the UPC code with Best Choice 

written above it, and place in the box by the 

food donation corner with the yellow shelving. 

We are collecting box tops for education.  

Please trim the edges and drop them 

in the box in food donation corner. 

 Donate  
      or  
Pay Here 

 

mailto:janelasche1@gmail.com
http://www/


20 

ALUMINUM CAN COLLECTION!  

Bring your empty cans to the container 

outside of the west door of the 

church-in the alley. We please ask 

that you do not crush them.  The can needs to 

be visible for refund purposes. The proceeds 

will go to Least of My Brethren. 

SAVE YOUR POP TABS! 

The Ronald McDonald house is still 

collecting pop tabs.  Please drop off 

your tabs by the food donation corner 

with the yellow shelving.  Your tabs will 

help cover costs that support families  

with a seriously ill or injured child. 

 

CELEBRATION OF BAPTISM 

Congratulations to Kasandra McGuire 

on the baptism of her son, Ryker Vulcan 

LaTurno.  Ryker will be baptized at our 

Sunday morning worship service at 10:45 a.m.  

The sponsors for Ryker are Anthony Baker and 

Wendy Baker.  We welcome Ryker Vulcan into our 

church family as a baptized Child of God. 

WITH SYMPATHY 
Our deepest sympathy goes 

out to Sue and Karlee Lobsiger 

on the sudden passing of Bob 

Lobsiger.  We pray that God’s 

presence in their lives will help them through 

these difficult days and bring them peace.   

------------------------------------------------------------- 

Our thoughts and prayers go 

out to Doris Harder and her 

family for the passing of David 

Harder. A memorial service and 

luncheon for David took place on October 22nd 

at Resurrection. Please keep David’s family in 

your thoughts and prayers at this time.  Praying 

the Lord will comfort you with his peace. 

-----------------------------------------------------

Our thoughts and prayers go 

out to the family and friends of 

Judy Kumm. A service and 

luncheon for Judy took place on October 6th at 

Resurrection. Please keep Judy’s family in your 

thoughts and prayers at this time.  May God’s 

presence comfort them and give them peace 

during this difficult time. 

----------------------------------------------------- 

Our condolences go out to 

Barb Westenburg and her 

family on the passing of her 

sister. Please keep Barb’s 

family in your prayers at this time. 

----------------------------------------------------- 

We extend our heartfelt sympathy 

to the Foged family on the passing 

of Les Foged on July 22nd. Please 

pray for God’s comfort and love 

for the Foged family. 

 

A NOTE OF THANKS 
Dear Resurrection members 

It is with great appreciation that I 

write to thank you for your 

continued support with your 

donations of four sacks of food and a bag of 

clothing delivered to project Hope, Inc. on 

September 22nd.  Your donations help us 

provide much needed hope to those who come 

to us for assistance and hope. 

Project Hope is proud that we are able to offer 

our clients food, clothing and personal care 

items at no cost and that is because of the 

donations such as yours from local churches 

and organizations. 

Your generosity alows us to serve the hungry 

and those in need during difficult times.  Thank 

you so much for choosing ot support Project 

Hope and our mision. 

-Blessings to you, Veda Keebler, Exec. Director 

----------------------------------------------------- 

Thank you to all our Thrivent Sponsors who 

generously donated their Thrivent Action Plans 

to support so many various activities and causes 

here at Resurrection. 
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A huge thank you to the following: 

-Carol Pinkall – Greeting Cards and Postage  

-Lorraine Norman – Batting for our Quilters 

-Brenda Fleck – New Member Reception &  

                               Snacks for our Sunday School  

                                and Youth Groups 

-Richard Bergsten – OWLs Group Speaker 

-Lexie Frahm – GWOH Blessing Bags 

-Mardelle Bergsten – Baby Care Kits for LWR 

 

FROM THE OFFICE 

*Check out the Communication Schedule 

located on the south bulletin board to see 

when information is due to the office. 

DECEMBER MESSENGER ARTICLES ARE DUE: 

• Monday, November 15th by 12:00 p.m. 

BULLETIN ANNOUCEMENTS ARE DUE: 

• Wednesday morning by 10:00 a.m. 

 
OUR COMMUNICATION APP! 

 

 

 

This app allows us to communicate about 

emergency cancellations. Enter this link into 

your browser https://band.us/n/a3ae23c8A9i3b 

or scan the QR code to join and be the first to 

know about any schedule changes due to 

severe weather or other emergencies! 

---------------------------------------------------------- 

OPPORTUNTIES WITHIN RELC 

The following opportunities are available NOW! 

Paid Positions: 

• Part-Time Worship Service Accompanist 
Contact: Matt@singomaha.org 

Volunteer Needs: 

• Ushers Need for Saturday, 5:30 p.m. Worship 

• Chair Set-Up Helpers, Once a month 

• Lay Reader Coordinator & Readers 

• Sunday School Teachers/Substitute 

Teachers for year 2021-2022 

Contact: theoffice@relchurch.net 

• Sound Board Technician, PowerPoint 

Assistant, Electric Guitarist  

Contact: Matt@singomaha.org 

----------------------------------------------------- 

November BIBLE MEMORY VERSE  

                                    Colossians 3:17 

                                  17And whatever you do,  

                                    in word or deed,  

                           do everything in the name  

                                   of the Lord Jesus,  

                                giving thanks to God  

                              the Father through him. 

------------------------------------------------  

Exercise classes have begun 

and each Sunday after the late 

service we will need to set up 

for the week’s classes.  We are asking you for 

your help after the 10:45 a.m. worship service.  

We will need to pick up 75% of the chairs that 

are set up and put them in an order of seating 

for the exercise classes.  There is always a leader 

there to show you how to do it.  We appreciate 

all your help.  “Many hands make light work.” 

----------------------------------------------------- 

We 

https://band.us/n/a3ae23c8A9i3b
mailto:Matt@singomaha.org
mailto:theoffice@relchurch.net
mailto:Matt@singomaha.org
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Raedawn, Reese and Myla became members of 

RELC in 2013. Raedawn met Dennis while 

working together. They became friends, fell in 

love and in 2017 got married. Dennis joined 

RELC as well.  

Dennis is a Senior IT Manager at First National 

Bank of Omaha. He is originally from Phoenix, 

AZ and served 18 years in the Air Force. He 

traveled and lived across the country and world. 

In 2014, he retired as a Captain and moved to 

Omaha. Raedawn is originally from Omaha. She 

moved to the Kansas City area for graduate 

school. She worked in KC for 12 years before 

moving back to Omaha to be near family in 2013. 

Raedawn has been working in HR for 15 years 

and is currently a Senior Recruiter at Sojern. 

Dennis's son, Mason, lives in Phoenix with his 

mom. He is a senior this year. Reese and Myla 

are 6th graders at Aspen Creek Middle School. They 

are active in dance and are on Fusion Dance's 

competition team, as well as the All-Star team. 

When Dennis and Raedawn are not taxiing the 

girls to and from dance, they like to collect vinyl 

records, sample craft beers, spend time with 

family and friends, and cheer on their favorite 

sports teams - Huskers, Sun Devils, Chiefs, and AZ 

Cardinals. They also love attending live 

concerts/theatre and are season ticket holders 

for the Omaha Performing Arts.  

As a family they try to have a family movie night 

once a week, complete with popcorn and candy. 

They spoil their rescue dog, Tank, who is the best 

cuddler ever! They also love to travel. Some of 

their favorite vacations are Disney World, Chicago, 

and San Diego.  

The Johnson-Tresca family volunteer when they 

can at RELC. You will see the girls serve as 

acolytes, and Raedawn has taught preschool 

Sunday School for four years. They are blessed 

to be a part of the RELC family.  

FEATURE FAMILY OF THE MONTH 

THE   
JOHNSON-TRESCA 

Family 

Dennis, Raedawn, Reese & Myla  
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S=Sanctuary      CY=Courtyard       FH=Fellowship Hall       SR=Silver Ridge       GPL=Gretna Public Library       SS=Sunday School 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 November 1 November 2 
7:00pm Theo 
on Tap 

November 3 
9:00am Tai Chi 
6:00pm 7th & 8th 
Confirmation 
6:00pm Choir 
6:30pm L&WS 
6:30pm Bells 
7:00pm Underground  
7:15 Praise 

November 4 November 5 
9:00am Exercise 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00pm AA 

November 6 
11:00am 
Toastmasters 
5:30pm Comm. 
Worship Service-S 

           
 *Change your  
  Clocks Back  
      Tonight! 

November 7 
Don’t Forget to Change 
Your Clocks Back! 
9:30am Comm. Worship 
Service-S 
9:40am Sunday School 
9:40am NEW Adult 
Forum – “Forgiveness” 
10:45am Worship Serv.-FH 
-------- 
Online Services  
https://relchurch.net/ 
worship/  

November 8 
9:00am Tai Chi 
 
 
  

November 9 
1:00pm Quilters 
6:30pm Property 
7:00pm Outreach 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

November 10 
9:00am Tai Chi 
6:00pm 7th & 8th 
Confirmation 
6:00pm Choir 
6:30pm Bells 
6:30pm Health Min. 
7:00pm Underground  
7:15 Praise 
 
  

November 11 
6:30pm W&M 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

November 12 
9:00am Exercise  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00pm AA 

November 13 
5:00pm Blood 
Pressure ✓-Office 
5:30pm. Worship 
Service-S  

November 14 
8:30am Worship Service-S 
9:30am Bergsten Golden 
Anniversary Coffee 
9:40am Sunday School 
9:40am Adult Forum 
Begins-Ways to Pray 
10:45am Comm. Worship 
Service-FH 
-------- 
Online Services  
https://relchurch.net/ 
worship/ 
 

Escape Room 5-9 pm------> 

November 15 
9:00am Tai Chi 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

-----------------> 

November 16 
9:00am 
Women’s Bible 
Study/Lunch 
6:00pm SEED 
7:00pm Council 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

--------------------> 

November 17 
9:00am Tai Chi  
6:00pm 7th & 8th 
Confirmation 
6:00pm Choir. 
6:30pm Bells 
7:00pm Underground 
7:15 Praise 
 
 
 
 
 
 

------------------------> 

November 18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

----------------> 

November 19 
9:00am Exercise  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00pm AA 

---------------------> 

November 20 
No Worship Service 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Escape Rm 12-5 pm 

November 21 
STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY 
8:30am Comm. Worship-FH 
9:40am Sunday School 
9:40am No Adult Forum 
9:40am ELCA Speaker-CY 
10:45am Worship Serv.-FH 
-------- 
Online Services  
https://relchurch.net/ 
worship/ 

November 22 
9:00am Tai Chi 
 
 

November 23 
1:00pm 
Quilters  
7:00pm Care 
Team 
 

November 24 
9:00am Tai Chi 
No Evening 
Programming 

November 25 
Office Closed 

 
 

November 26 
Office Closed 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00pm AA 

November 27 
5:30pm Worship 
Service-S 
 
 
 

November 28 
8:30am Worship Service-S. 
9:40am No Sunday School 
9:40am No Adult Forum 
10:45am Worship Serv.-FH 
-------- 
Online Services  
https://relchurch.net/ 
worship/ 

November 29 
9:00am Tai Chi 
 
 
 
 
 

November 30 
 
 
 
 
 

    

 

2021 
Calendar NOVEMBER 
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Contact Information 

Pastor James Sells 

     In the office: T-F, 9am-3pm 

  Tuesday-Thursday by appointment 

    402-759-6347 

  PastorJames@relchurch.net  

Ms. Hannah Grove 

         In the office: Fri, 8am-4pm & Sat, 11am-7pm 

       Tuesday, Wednesday, Sunday by appointment 

  402-983-2456 

  Hannah.Grove@relchurch.net  

Office Hours 

  9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., Monday-Friday 

Church Phone Number 

  402-332-3383 

Email Address for Church 

  theoffice@relchurch.net 

Church Website 

  www.relchurch.net 

   A PRAYER FOR NOVEMBER, Table Prayer- 

One of the family speaks this or another 

similar Bible passage.  

The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, the 

world, and those who live in it. -Psalm 24:1  

All here gathered, food from the land, all is 

gift from your gracious hand. Feed us today; 

feed all those who hunger; teach us to feed 

one another. We ask this in the name of the 

one who is our bread, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

                   ELCA, Daily Prayers and Blessings 
Return Service Requested 

RESURRECTION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

153 S McKenna Ave. 

Gretna, Nebraska 68028 

mailto:PastorJames@relchurch.net
mailto:Hannah.Grove@relchurch.net
mailto:theoffice@relchurch.net
http://www.relchurch.net/

