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 MESSENGER 

  
 

From the Pastor’s Desk  
Greetings, 

You’ll notice the image accompanying 
this month’s article is titled (Re)placing 
Stones and comes with a scripture 
from Nehemiah. Nehemiah was the 
Jewish leader sent by the Persian King 
to restore Jerusalem; physically, bodily, 
and spiritually after God’s people 
returned home from the Babylonian 
Exile. As we have returned “home” 
from the Pandemic Exile we too have 
need of restoration and we seek to 
(Re)place Stones in the Body of Christ, 
both by reengagement with those 
who have yet to return to public 
worship and activities as well as 
reaching out to the community to 
make new disciples of Christ. 

If you are a stone that has yet to be 
returned to the Body of Christ at RELC 
then I invite you to take that step to 
come back. There has never been a 
better time as we have entered into 
Fall with normal programing activities 
and worship services.  

October itself brings several 
opportunities for celebration and 
discipleship. Of special interest is the 
Blessing of Animals service on October 
3rd at a special worship time of 9:15 
a.m. For this service we’ll gather on 
the South green with our furry/scaly/ 
feathery friends to bless them and  
thank God for their companionship.  
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October also brings a new adult forum beginning on the 10th covering different prayer practices, Trunk 
or Treat will take place on Wednesday the 27th and we will celebrate the Reformation with a service of 
Confirmation for our 9th graders on October 31st.  

Lots of things are happening at Resurrection this October and you are invited to be a part of what God 
is doing. 

In Peace, 
 
 
Pr. James W. Sells 

 
RESURRECTION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  
Pastor’s Report, August 17th – September 16th         

OFFICIAL DUTIES: 
Visitations: 33 
Funerals: 1 
Baptism: 2 

RELC ACTIVITIES: 
08/17:  Council Meeting 
08/18:  Staff Meeting 
 7th and 8th Grade Confirmation Orientation 
08/19: Theology on Tap: Invited to lead at Upper 
            Room Brewery in Kearney 
08/21: Saturday Evening Service 
08/22: Early Service 
 Acolyte Training 
 Late Service/Schwery Baptisms 
08/24: Text Study 
 SEED Meeting 
 Care Team Ministry Meeting 
08/25: Building Use Meeting 
 Staff Meeting 
 SLRP Meeting 
 9th Grade Confirmation Orientation 
 6th Grade Mentor Orientation 
08/26: Mentoring 
08/27-29: Off  
08/31:  Text Study 
 Meeting with Sheri about Prayer list 
09/01: Staff Meeting 
09/02: Mentoring 
 Archive Meeting 
09/03: Meeting with Erick and Bill: Research 
            topic for Erick’s education. 
 Streaming Tech Meeting 

09/04:  Labor Day Weekend Saturday Service  
            Suspended 
09/05: Labor Day Weekend Sunday Service 
09/07: Text Study 
09/08: Staff Meeting 
09/10: Worship and Music Meeting 
09/11: Committal Service at Mt. Auburn 
 Kennel Funeral 
 Saturday Evening Service 
09/12: Sunday Early Service 
 New Member Class 
 Sunday Late Service 
 God’s Work. Our Hands.: I was able to 

attend the Blessing Bags project for CASA. 
As a bonus for the day the Gretna Breeze 
came out to take pictures and had a nice 
write up in the paper.  

09/14: Text Study 
 Outreach Meeting 
 Theology on Tap: Location change from 

Brag “N” Rights to Lansky’s. Not the best 
turnout as we returned to this group but 
good conversation surrounding the 
dehumanization of political/ideological 
enemies was had.   

09/15: Staff Meeting 
 Confirmation Kick-Off 
09/16: Streaming Tech Follow-Up: Visited with 

Pr. Paula Lawhead about what Immanuel 
uses and came away with a third-party 
app called Switcher Studio. 

Upcoming Activities:  
09/26: Early Service Building Dedication 
 Late Service Reception of New Members 
09/29: Vala’s Fish and Lambs Outing 
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10/02: Jackson Osborn Baptism 
10/03: 9:15 Blessing of the Animals Service 
10/17: 9th Grade Ready to Affirm Retreat at 
           Carol Joy Holling 

Pastoral Reflection: 
As a congregation there is a lot of movement 
right now as we start the program year. This 
has brought some welcome energy to the life 
of the church but has also brought weariness. 
The challenges of the past year took a lot out 
of the congregation and now that ever more 
effort is being expended as we return, well, let’s 
just say that I am concerned about burnout 
from our core pool of volunteers. As we rebuild 
this year, we will need to think strategically 
about who we are as a congregation post-
pandemic and the primary mission we wish to 
project into the world.  

Toward this end preliminary conversations are 
taking place at the intersection of Strategic 
Planning and some follow-up research that 
Erick Hill is doing as part of his Seminary 
education. The fruit of these discussions will 
hopefully lead to a leaner church with a clearer 
understanding of self and goals. We need to 
focus on what God is calling us to do in the 
world and drop everything else as adiaphora.  

Youth & Congregational  
Life Director 

 Hello RELC Family! 

I’m excited to report that the 
program year is off to a fantastic 
start! At our Sunday School 

Kick-Off on Rally Sunday, we had rotations to 
introduce the kids to Sunday School. One of 
the rotations we were able to help out with 
God’s Work. Our Hands. to make cards for the 
Blessings Bags that a group put together for 
CASA. On the 19th, we had our first “regular” 
Sunday School with 34 children! I’d like to give 
a huge shout out to my volunteers: DeeAnn 
Hartman (music), Becky Wagner, Carissa Wilson, 
Shelli Wolverton, Sarah Nordhues and Shelly 

Burrack (full time teachers), and all my 
volunteers who are able and available to help 
weekly to make Sunday School possible! It’s 
not too late to register your child or volunteer, 
just reach out to me! 

The beginning of the program year means that 
Underground is now meeting weekly! It’s been 
great to see an increase of high school youth in 
youth group on Wednesday nights. If you know 
a high schooler, invite them to come to 
Underground (7pm on Wednesdays) and if you 
are already attending Underground, please bring 
a friend! We’ve been having great discussions 
and fun as a group! 

As always, please reach out to me if you have 
any questions or concerns, want to get involved, 
or just to say hi!  

Hannah Grove
 

 
And we’re off.  On September 12th, we officially 
kicked off the new church year.  The kids are 
back in Sunday School, the buzz is back in the 
hallways and donuts and coffee are back in the 
café.  YES!!!!    

REPLACING STONES!!!!!  What a great theme 
for the next church year as we’ve made our 
Journey through the Wilderness and now it’s 
time to rebuild the things that have not been 
happening or possibly have been somewhat 
ignored for the past almost two years.   

Replacing stones, reinserting yourself into church, 
re-involving yourself in church activities and/or 
committees, teaching, volunteering, sharing 
your time and talents, etc., etc., etc., your 
choice. These things and people to do them are 
what I feel Resurrection Lutheran Church needs 
more than ever right now. 



4 

CHURCHWIDE NEWS 
 
 

 
 
 

For those of you that are engaged, Thank You.  
Your time and/or talents are greatly appreciated, 
and church wouldn’t be church without you.  

If you’re on the edge and have not fully engaged, 
I challenge you to find that spot, that activity 
where you can get involved. Join us for fellowship 
in the cafe between services.  Just talking to 
others sometimes gets the creative juices 
flowing and maybe, just maybe you’ll find that 
spot that you’ve been looking for.  

I sincerely look forward to seeing you in church. 

“YOU BELONG HERE” and “WE NEED YOUR HELP,  
YOUR IDEAS, YOUR COMMITTMENT” 

Respectfully submitted, 
Bill Schwarten, Council President 

 
 
 
 
EXPLORE! DAY RETREAT 
Saturday, October 9, 2021 
9:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
Grades 1-6 
The Springs at Carol Joy Holling 

Our Explore! Day Retreats for 
elementary students are a 
chance for young campers to 
get out and enjoy camp in one 

compact and fun day. If your child is missing 
camp or has never been to camp, Explore! gives 
them the perfect opportunity to experience a 
day of adventure and faith-building out at CJH 
Camp. In addition to Bible study and worship, 
we will be experiencing many favorite camp 
activities together as we share in fun and 
fellowship. 

Every Explore! Day Retreat is different, so 
first-time and long-time participants can 
both join in the fun as we focus on 
environmental education, fellowship, and 
faith! 

Get Registered today at www.cjhcenter.org/explore  
 

A PEOPLE OF HOPE: UNTIL ALL ARE FED 
An online benefit for ELCA World Hunger 

When: Thursday, Oct. 14, 7:30 p.m. Central time 
Where: Zoom webinar 

Dear friend in Christ, 

You’re invited to join me and Rick Steves, 
guidebook author and travel TV host, as we 
celebrate World Food Day! 

This online benefit for ELCA World Hunger will 
feature interviews hosted by my friend, Rick, 
with people on the ground who are doing the 
dynamic work of fighting hunger around the 
world. Special guests include the Rev. David 
Beckmann, who is being honored for his lifelong 
service to end hunger; the Rev. Rebel Hurd; 
Willie and Anne Langdji; and the Rev. Rafael 
Malpica Padilla. There will also be special 
performances by Rachel Kurtz, Peter Mayer and 
the St. Olaf Choir. As a vital supporter of the 
church, we would love for you to join us as we 
hear compelling stories, listen to wonderful 
music and gather in fellowship to invest in this 
life-giving work. 

REGISTER: https://community.elca.org/online-
registration/a-people-of-hope-ELCA-World-
Hunger?erid=2b80f8ab-7c2d-4fcf-a24f-
c3a53893fcf9&trid=2b80f8ab-7c2d-4fcf-a24f-
c3a53893fcf9  

As a church, we remain focused on supporting 
our neighbors near and far as the pandemic 
continues disrupting and impacting lives. At 
this event, you will learn about the ways ELCA 
World Hunger is responding. No one is better 
positioned and more experienced than the 
church in addressing hunger — both immediate 
needs and root solutions. We are ready, able, 
effective and efficient. 

Together, we are a people of hope.  

I look forward to seeing you there! 

In Christ, 

The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton 
Presiding Bishop 

http://www.cjhcenter.org/explore
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fwww.ricksteves.com%2fabout-rick&srcid=270586&srctid=1&erid=2b80f8ab-7c2d-4fcf-a24f-c3a53893fcf9&trid=2b80f8ab-7c2d-4fcf-a24f-c3a53893fcf9
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fwww.elca.org%2fOur-Work%2fRelief-and-Development%2fELCA-World-Hunger&srcid=270586&srctid=1&erid=2b80f8ab-7c2d-4fcf-a24f-c3a53893fcf9&trid=2b80f8ab-7c2d-4fcf-a24f-c3a53893fcf9
https://community.elca.org/online-registration/a-people-of-hope-ELCA-World-Hunger?erid=2b80f8ab-7c2d-4fcf-a24f-c3a53893fcf9&trid=2b80f8ab-7c2d-4fcf-a24f-c3a53893fcf9
https://community.elca.org/online-registration/a-people-of-hope-ELCA-World-Hunger?erid=2b80f8ab-7c2d-4fcf-a24f-c3a53893fcf9&trid=2b80f8ab-7c2d-4fcf-a24f-c3a53893fcf9
https://community.elca.org/online-registration/a-people-of-hope-ELCA-World-Hunger?erid=2b80f8ab-7c2d-4fcf-a24f-c3a53893fcf9&trid=2b80f8ab-7c2d-4fcf-a24f-c3a53893fcf9
https://community.elca.org/online-registration/a-people-of-hope-ELCA-World-Hunger?erid=2b80f8ab-7c2d-4fcf-a24f-c3a53893fcf9&trid=2b80f8ab-7c2d-4fcf-a24f-c3a53893fcf9
https://community.elca.org/online-registration/a-people-of-hope-ELCA-World-Hunger?erid=2b80f8ab-7c2d-4fcf-a24f-c3a53893fcf9&trid=2b80f8ab-7c2d-4fcf-a24f-c3a53893fcf9
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SISTER CONGREGATION 

       Concordia 
        Lutheran 
         Church 
       Concord, Nebraska 

At the NE ELCA Synod Assembly, we chose 
Concordia Lutheran Church in Concord, NE as 
our sister congregation in Nebraska.   

Most people do not know where Concord is.  
They are in the Northeast about 40 miles west 
of South Sioux City and 12 miles north of Wayne.   

Old Business includes: Tuck Point Masonry 
inspected the church building foundation. No 
work is necessary, but it was recommended the 
cracks on east side be sealed. Property Committee 
can get this done. Brandi has made the gift 
bags for new village residents and we will try to 
incorporate delivery of those during the God’s 
Work, Our Hands Event on Sept 12th. The Joint 
Outdoor Worship Service is Aug 29th at Concordia. 
Wayne State Campus Ministry will conduct this 
service and Concordia and First Lutheran will 
provide the meal to follow. Blessing of Backpacks 
will be Aug 15th as well as a Sunday School 
parent’s meeting after services.  

New Business includes: The GIGP group will be 
hosting a fun night for all local youth at Concordia 
on Aug 28th. A motion was made and carried to 
give a $50 donation to the Parish Ministry Program. 
The Father/Son Event BBQ and game night is 
tentatively scheduled for Sept 19th.  Additional 
ideas and food for God’s Work Our Hands, and 
a Rally Sunday date were discussed. 

To read more about Concordia, please go to: 
https://www.concordialutheranelca.com/. 

 
SEED TEAM 

Sunday School has begun! 
Sunday school meets every 
Sunday at 9:40-10:40 a.m. We 
can always use more volunteers 
if that is something you are 

available to do! We have open positions for 
Sunday School Assistant Teachers. You can sign 
up weekly using this link: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C44AA
AE2CA0FEC61-sunday     

We do have one “unusual” Sunday school session 
in October. On October 3rd, our Sunday school 
kids are invited to attend the Blessing of the 
Animals worship service at 9:15 a.m. rather than 
the usual class from 9:40-10:40 a.m. I look 
forward to seeing you all there! 
---------------------------------------------------- 
FISH & LAMBS (Pre-K-5th Grade) 

Sunday School is available for 
children PreK (3yo) through 5th.  
We meet weekly on Sundays at 
9:40 a.m. to go through the 

Whirl Lectionary curriculum which will discuss 
the same topics as the texts and sermon in 
worship that week.  
Sunday School Registration: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc
Y3VcTeEuwYjNIf989S4I7CRNk71ZPMvNqLBtXD
Ct2pQOKiw/viewform?usp=sf_link 

Sunday School Volunteer Registration: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd
TH927D6XzFmWZM5Vn36oFh7pWVT9QJSGVh
A1vS1GpddGtlA/viewform?usp=sf_link 
---------------------------------------------------- 
Third Grade Introduction to the Bible Class 

Oct. 3-12:00 p.m. 
Parents/caregivers & 3rd Graders are 
invited to join us for your child’s 
introduction to the Bible classes as they 
are guided through the Bible during 
this important step in their faith journey. 

---------------------------------------------------- 
Three-Year-Old Bible Presentation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Acolyting 4th-8th Grade Students: 

https://www.concordialutheranelca.com/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C44AAAE2CA0FEC61-sunday
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C44AAAE2CA0FEC61-sunday
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScY3VcTeEuwYjNIf989S4I7CRNk71ZPMvNqLBtXDCt2pQOKiw/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScY3VcTeEuwYjNIf989S4I7CRNk71ZPMvNqLBtXDCt2pQOKiw/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScY3VcTeEuwYjNIf989S4I7CRNk71ZPMvNqLBtXDCt2pQOKiw/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdTH927D6XzFmWZM5Vn36oFh7pWVT9QJSGVhA1vS1GpddGtlA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdTH927D6XzFmWZM5Vn36oFh7pWVT9QJSGVhA1vS1GpddGtlA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdTH927D6XzFmWZM5Vn36oFh7pWVT9QJSGVhA1vS1GpddGtlA/viewform?usp=sf_link
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All students grades 4th-8th are 
invited to sign up for acolyting at 
our Saturday and Sunday worship 
services.  To sign up for our 

acolyte services please go to our sign up at: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0a44acad 
29a5f58-aprilmay1.  
----------------------------------------------------  

CONFIRMATION 
6th Grade Mentor/Mentee Program-2021/22 
The 2021/2022 Mentor/Mentee meeting took 
place in August.  If you haven’t found a mentor 
yet, please do so today.  Contact Pr. James with 
any questions you may have.   

Booklets for the Mentor/Mentee program are 
located in the Resurrection Café.  Stop by 
during normal hours to pick yours up today 
and sign the sheet provided that you received 
your book and who your mentor is.  
----------------------------------------------------
7th Grade Bible Year Confirmation 2021/22 
Join Pr. James each week as you continue to 
grow in faith while learning the scripture and 
the Ten Commandments. This ministry strives 
to help you grow in faith so that you will continue 
to be active in worshiping God and growing in 
his Word. 

10/06 – People of the Promise 
10/13 – The Promise Continued 
10/20 – Moses and the Wanderings 
10/27 – Trunk or Treat 
---------------------------------------------------- 
8th Grade Catechism Year Confirmation 2021/22 
In baptism, we are claimed as God’s children. 
Confirmation is about embracing and living out 
that identity! The central teaching tool we use 
is Martin Luther’s Small Catechism, which helps 
students learn how to read and apply God’s Word 
to their lives. Traditionally, the Catechism was 
also a teaching tool for parents, which is why we 
do what we can to partner with and encourage 
spiritual leaders in the home. 

10/06 – Kingdom Come 
10/13 – Will be Done 
10/20 – Daily Bread 
10/27 – Trunk or Treat 
--------------------------------------------------- 
SAVE THE DATE:  Confirmation – October 31st  
Our 2021 Confirmation class will be confirmed 
on October 31st at our 10:45 a.m. service. Please 
add this to your calendar.

 

UNDERGROUND ON WEDNESDAYS 7:00 PM 

All 9-12th grade students are invited to join us 
every Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. for the Youth 
Underground programming.  

Schedule: 
10/06: Boundless Love for Us  
            (ELCA Youth Gathering Curriculum) 
10/13: Committee of the Month (Council) 
10/20: Discussion on Questions 
10/27: Trunk or Treat! 
---------------------------------------------------- 
God’s Boundless Love for Humanity 

Last month we had the opportunity to explore 
God’s boundless love for humanity. Through 
God’s boundless love, we are called to love our 
neighbors, all of humanity, to the fullest extent. 
This month we will explore how God boundlessly 
loves US.  

 I’m not sure if you’ve experienced this, but 
oftentimes I fall into the trap of believing that 
God’s love is dependent on my love for myself. 
It’s hard to believe that God could love me even 
when I don’t love myself. Maybe you feel guilty 
about something you did, or maybe embarrassed. 
It can feel like a pit where you’re being buried 
alive by all your previous errors or mistakes. But 
there is hope.  

 When we feel crushed by the weight of our own 
sins, God still loves us. Martin Luther called this 
weight Anfechtung. There isn’t a word in English 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0a44acad29a5f58-aprilmay1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0a44acad29a5f58-aprilmay1
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which quite captures the immense pressure our 
own sins put on us. Luther’s Anfechtung was 
the driving force in his contemplation of God’s 
grace. Without his Reformation Insight, that 
God’s grace cannot be earned by our own 
good works, the weight of Luther’s Anfechtung 
would have crushed him.  

 Our Anfechtung has the ability to do the same 
to us. In our times of trial, we are invited to turn 
to God who will always respond with love which 
is not dependent on our own. I invite you to 
discover God’s love for you and to let that love 
grow in you as you journey to find love of 
yourself. Let us pray: 

God of love, remind us that we are 
precious, we are adored, we are loved 

more than we could ever dare imagine. 
We are worthy of love. Even though there 
are days when we do not feel like we love 
ourselves, we know you never stop loving 

us. Nothing can separate us from your 
love. I pray that Christ Jesus and the 

church will forever bring praise to God. 
God’s power at work in us can do far 
more than we dare ask or imagine. 

Amen. 

This prayer comes from the ELCA’s Getting Ready 
Curriculum, Unit 1, written by Elizabeth Hood.  
---------------------------------------------------- 
Youth Gathering News 

Important Dates: 
October 6th - Underground will be discussing 
the October curriculum at our regularly 
scheduled meeting. 

October 22nd - Registration due (please turn 
in the registration worksheet, financial assistance 
worksheet, and deposit of $150 to Hannah’s 
mailbox) 

 

COLLEGE AGED MINISTRY & 
PROGRAMMING (CAMP) 
CAMP stands for College Aged Ministry Programs! 
This program is for anyone who has graduated 
from high school. All are welcome to attend 

(even if you decided that college wasn’t your 
post-high school plans! We want to connect 
with all of you)! 

S.O.C.K.s Program 
The SOCKs (Support Our College 
Kids) program will pair up our 
college-aged members with other 
adult members of the congregation. 

Their sponsor will send them monthly care 
packages or letters, just to let them know that 
they are being prayed for no matter the distance. 
If you know a college student (university, college, 
trade school, or other post-secondary programs), 
please register them at https://docs.google.com/ 
forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfyewo1ezgmqLr7dV8w69Ej3
AoS9PcelGX6rs0gO7W3X8OCKg/viewform?usp=
sf_link. If you would like to sponsor a college kid, 
be on the lookout for a SOCKs bulletin board to 
appear in late September for more information! 

 

LOCAL & WORLD SERVICE 
TOGETHER A GREATER GOOD 

To date, our church TAGGers 
have raised more than $2000 for 
church projects sponsored by the 
Local & World Service Team.  

Download the app to your smartphone and 
choose RELC as the supported organization. 
You can also drop your receipts at the office. 
When you purchase from a TAGG business, it will 
donate up to 5% of your total purchase to RELC.  

The Local & World Service Team invites you 
to do the TAGG of the MONTH!     

                     October is Baskin-Robbins 
                            168th & Cornhusker 
         They will donate up to 5% of your receipt. 
-------------------------------------------------------- 

Thanksgiving Donation for 
Project Hope 
Project Hope is requesting 

donations of items to make a complete 
Thanksgiving meal for its clients and 
Resurrection will be providing the dessert! To 
do this, the Local and World Service Team is 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfyewo1ezgmqLr7dV8w69Ej3AoS9PcelGX6rs0gO7W3X8OCKg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfyewo1ezgmqLr7dV8w69Ej3AoS9PcelGX6rs0gO7W3X8OCKg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfyewo1ezgmqLr7dV8w69Ej3AoS9PcelGX6rs0gO7W3X8OCKg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfyewo1ezgmqLr7dV8w69Ej3AoS9PcelGX6rs0gO7W3X8OCKg/viewform?usp=sf_link
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collecting the ingredients to make 200 Autumn 
Spice Cakes!  
Please bring your donations and place them in 
the designated tote in the cafe. We need: 

• 200 - spice cake or carrot cake mixes 
• 200 - 15 oz cans of pumpkin 
• 200 - tubs of cream cheese frosting 

And if you would like to make this sweet treat 
for yourself, here are the directions: 

Mix together 1 cake mix and 1 can of pumpkin 
until well blended.  Spread evenly into a 
generously greased 9x13 inch baking pan. Bake 
at 350 degrees for 25-30 minutes or until a 
knife inserted in the center comes out clean. 
Cool and frost with Cream Cheese frosting.  
Store in the refrigerator. 
-------------------------------------------------------- 
The LW&S Team would like to thank everyone 
who helped with God’s Work. Our Hands.  Here 
are a few pictures from this incredible weekend. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

-------------------------------------------------------- 
LWST Meal Support and Caring Casseroles  

 In addition to the Local & World 
Service Team ministry of meal 
support and caring casseroles, 
Caring Meals are now also available.   

Caring Meals will work similar to a “Meal Train”.  
Caring Meals are a way of providing temporary 
meal support for our church family, perhaps 
those having just had surgery, coming home 
from being in rehab, or a serious illness.  Caring 
Meals will consist of a main dish and one side, 
which could be a vegetable, fruit, bread, or dessert.  

D
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These meals could be provided once or twice a 
week, for up to 4 weeks. Please contact the church 
if you, or a family member, is in need of Caring Meals. 

The LSWT also invites members to utilize the 
Caring Casseroles stocked in the church's freezer. 
The casseroles are for members in need or for 
members to give to those in need outside our 
church family.   
---------------------------------------------------- 

WORSHIP & MUSIC TEAM 
PHASE II WORSHIP SERVICES 

Don’t miss hearing God’s word as 
Pr. James Sells shares the Gospel 
with us each week.  

The church and the church office are open during 
the week from 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 

General:  
o    Masks are optional inside the church.  
o    Social distancing is encouraged.  
o    Hand sanitizer stations are located 

throughout the building.  
o    Do not enter church if you do not feel 

well, are experiencing symptoms of 
COVID-19 or are COVID-19 positive.  

SERVICE SCHEDULE EFFECTIVE AUGUST 1, 2021  

Saturday Services – Mask Optional 
5:30 p.m. – Blended Service – Sanctuary 
Communion served Saturday before first & 
third Sundays 

Sunday Services – Masks Optional  
8:30 a.m. – Traditional Service – Sanctuary 
Communion served first & third Sundays  

9:40-10:30 a.m. – Adult Forum – Conf. Room/ Zoom 
“The Wilderness Journey Home”  

10:45 a.m. – Contemporary Service – Fellowship Hall 
Communion served second & fourth Sundays  

Social distancing is practiced and encouraged.  

Current CDC Guidelines suggest unvaccinated 
persons continue wearing masks in situations 
when 6 feet if social distancing cannot be 
maintained. 

Online Worship Services 

 YouTube: (Watch Live or Uploaded Service) 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjXn
hZfhxipkc5ZTA6SrHUw 

 Facebook: 
Facebook.com/RELCgretna  

---------------------------------------------------- 
 Chancel Choir, Bell Choir, and 
Praise Band rehearsals have 
begun. The Chancel Choir 
rehearses from 6:00-6:30 p.m., 

the Bells from 6:30-7:10 p.m., and the Praise 
Band will rehearse at 7:15 p.m. every Wednesday 
evening during the school year. Each choir 
shares special music once per month at the 8:30 
a.m. service. 

No prior choir experience is required for singing 
in the Chancel Choir, but some musical experience 
is helpful for bell ringers.  

Contact Dr. Matt Hill if you are interested in 
joining at matt@singomaha.org.

 

 
Join us for a service of blessing for our beloved 
furry, feathery, and scaly companions on October 3rd 
at 9:15 a.m. on the South Green. Make sure to not 
only bring your pet but also a chair! See you then! 

 

HEALTH MINISTRY TEAM 
Greetings from your Health Ministry Team 

October is Domestic Violence Awareness 
Month. According to the CDC, one out of every 
4 women, and 1 out of every 10 men in the US 
are victims of domestic violence at some point 
in their lives.  In addition, nearly 1 in 7 children 
experienced abuse or neglect each year.  The 
increased stress of the pandemic is a major 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjXnhZfhxipkc5ZTA6SrHUw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjXnhZfhxipkc5ZTA6SrHUw
mailto:matt@singomaha.org
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predictor of increased physical and emotional 
abuse, while making it more challenging for 
victims to access much needed services.  It is 
very likely that someone in our faith family, a 
friend, neighbor, or even a family member, is a 
silent victim.  In spite of these challenges, there 
is help, and hope. 

Here are some local resources to help: 

• In an emergency, call 911 
• Heartland Family Service Domestic 

Violence Services (serves Sarpy County) 
o 24/7 Crisis Line:  800-523-3666 
o Crisis counseling 
o Safe Haven emergency shelter 
o Advocacy 
o Therapy 
o Legal and support services 

• National Domestic Violence Hotline 
(24/7)-Access support in any of these 
ways: 
o 800-799-SAFE (7233) 
o TTY 800.787.3224 
o Text “START” to 88788 
o Go to https://thehotline.org  

• Nebraska Adult Protective Services 
o 800-652-1999 
o Call to report suspected abuse, neglect, 

exploitation, and self-neglect of any 
adult over the age of 18 with a 
substantial functional or mental 
impairment 

• Nebraska Child Abuse and Neglect 
Hotline 
o 800-652-1999 
o Everyone in Nebraska is required to 

report suspected child abuse and 
neglect 

o Your contact with the hotline is 
confidential 

• Nebraska Family Helpline  
o 888-866-8660 
o Provides parenting help 24 hours a day, 

7 days a week 
o Speak to a trained counselor 

Everyone deserves a healthy relationship.  If 
you are a victim of intimate partner violence, 
reach out to a trusted friend or one of the 
resources listed above. 
----------------------------------------------------- 

 

        Tai Chi classes   
Mon. & Wed. at 9:00 a.m.  
 

 

 

Low Impact Exercise Class 
       Fridays at 9:00 a.m. 
 
 

   Blood Pressure Checks 
(Church Office-Masks Required) 

o Second Saturdays - 5:00 p.m.  
(before the 5:30 p.m. Saturday service) 

o Second Sundays - between services  

At present, masks will be optional at exercise 
classes.  We will also be increasing the space 
between individuals at our physical activity 
classes as much as possible. 

We appreciate you taking advantage of these 
opportunities to improve your physical, emotional, 
and social wellbeing!  We look forward to seeing 
you soon! 

Here’s to your health! 
---------------------------------------------------- 
A photo of our Tai Chi Class.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CARE TEAM 

The Prayer Team will now be 
the Care Team with an official 
RELChurch e-mail address. 
Prayer is a vital part of our 

https://thehotline.org/
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faith. The Care Team mission will continue to 
be to pray for those in need and to share 
requested prayers with those on the contact list 
via e-mail, phone call, and in the weekly 
bulletins. The Care Team is broadening its mission 
to also include connecting those in need with 
additional services available through 
Resurrection. For example, the Health Ministry 
team may be able to assist with providing needs 
like walkers or wheelchairs for in home use or 
assistance in answering medical related questions. 
Some may be in need of Care Meals or request 
a visit from Pastor James and communion. The 
Care Team is here to support our faith family 
both spiritually and physically. If you or someone 
you know is in need, you may reach out to the 
Care Team or the church office for additional 
assistance. Let Tammy Williams know if you are 
interested in joining the team. The Care Team 
meets the 4th Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. 
All are welcome. 

Going forward, prayer requests will be sent out 
from CareTeam@relchurch.net. You may need 
to update settings in your e-mail to allow e-
mails from CareTeam@relchurch.net, so the e-
mails aren’t blocked or sent to a junk/spam e-
mail folder. Please e-mail the Care Team if you 
would like to receive e-mails regarding prayer 
requests, change your e-mail address, or to be 
removed from this contact list. This contact list 
will not be shared with others and will only 
send out information from the Care Team. 

 
BENEVOLENCE & MISSION TEAM 

Resurrection Evangelical 
Lutheran Church (RELC) 
distributes 8% of our quarterly 
offering to the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church of America (ELCA) Synod to help 
organizations in need on a national & worldwide 
basis. The purpose of the Mission & Benevolence  
Team is also to provide financial assistance to 
worthy organizations by distributing 2% of RELC’s 
quarter offering with an emphasis on local needs. 
In making our decisions, we strive to support 
RELC’s strategic long-term plans and goals. 

Congregation,  
If you know of an organization that has a 
need (i.e. funding) within our community 
where our team might be of assistance, 
please leave a note in our box in the 
church office.  We will prayerfully consider 
these requests quarterly along with the 
other requests we regularly receive. 

-Thank you, Benevolence & Mission Team 
---------------------------------------------------- 
Psalm 4:3 
3 Know that the LORD has set apart his faithful 
servant for himself; the LORD hears when I call 
to him. 

We stand together as one family in Christ and 
together we make a difference by being his 
servants.  Thank you for hearing God’s call by 
supporting our mission to distribute the funds 
you so generously give to RELC!   
We are all His faithful servant when we listen to 
His calling.  We look forward to our 3rd Quarter 
meeting in October and reporting back where 
our funds were distributed. Peace be with you all!!   
~Del Armstrong 
---------------------------------------------------- 
Next Meeting Date:  2nd Quarter-Oct. 10, 2021 

 

OUTREACH TEAM 
THE RESURRECTION CAFÉ IS OPEN!  Please 

join us for coffee, donuts and 
fellowship between services each 
Sunday.   

We are always looking for individuals/families 
willing to ensure that the coffee and donuts are 
ready and available. All you have to do is make 
coffee, prepare/serve donuts, clean up and 
make people feel welcome. There are step by 
step instructions provided to assist you too! If 
you think you have what it takes to help out, 
stop by the café on Sunday or contact Brenda 
Fleck at 402-399-0661. 
 

mailto:CareTeam@relchurch.net
mailto:CareTeam@relchurch.net
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GREETERS NEEDED! 
We are “resurrecting” the 
greeter program and hope 
that we can count on you to 
help us welcome members 

and guests.  We understand that we are still in 
a pandemic and people have different levels of 
comfort when interacting with others.  With 
that said, all that’s required to greet is to say 
“good morning” and smile!  

We’re in the process of creating the fall/early 
winter schedule.  Please let us know if you are 
unable to greet or have any questions, please 
contact Brenda Fleck at 402-399-0661.   

Thanks so much for your part in making 
Resurrection Lutheran Church a friendly, 
welcoming place of worship! 

 
STEWARDSHIP TEAM 

Over this past summer, the 
Stewardship Team, along with 
help from Bill Schwarten and 
Pastor James, has been actively 

reviewing our role and historical activities at RELC 
to identify opportunities to strengthen our 
stewardship “muscle” throughout the congregation 
of RELC.  We started with a meeting with Deacon 
Timothy Siburg in May.  Timothy is the director of 
Stewardship at the Nebraska Synod.  We were able 
to brainstorm with him to identify a number of 
ideas for maturing our stewardship program at 
RELC. 

One of the key takeaways from that meeting was 
defining the Stewardship Objectives for RELC, 
which are as follows: a) Broaden the congregation 
understanding of Stewardship beyond just the 
financial aspects and b) Increase the number of 
members actively contributing time & talents 
through participation in RELC team activities and 
ministries.  An important element of achieving 
these objectives will be to expand our Stewardship 
programming from strictly fall conversations 
around the importance of sharing treasures and 
pledging to a year-round wholistic discussion of 
stewardship. 

One of the other takeaways from our May 
meeting was the opportunity to connect with 
Sarah Callahan, Executive Director at Lutheran 
Giving.  Sarah is a resource available to all 
Nebraska ELCA congregations and has deep 
expertise in structuring congregation gifting 
policy and member legacy giving planning.  We 
connected with Sarah later in May and then 
held a joint Endowment Board and Stewardship 
Team meeting with Sarah on July 14th to work 
on development of a formal Gift Policy for RELC 
and plans for her to help us with congregation 
legacy giving planning later this year. 

We will be providing communication again 
during October and November regarding the 
importance of Stewardship but will also continue 
stewardship communication and programming 
on an ongoing basis.  We are working on an 
annual stewardship program calendar that we can 
share with the congregation soon.  In the 
meantime, we could really use more help in the 
form of some new members for our Stewardship 
Team as we expand our activities.  If you are 
interested in learning more about joining the 
team, please contact Kevin Karas at 952-454-
8085.      

You will be enriched in every way for  
your generosity.—2 Corinthians 9:11 

 
PROPERTY TEAM 

The property team is always looking 
for new members that like to get 
involved and have fresh new ideas 
for our church properties.  

Please contact Bill Schwarten at 402-290-6300 
if you are interested in joining the team. 

 
RELC ARCHIVES TEAM 
The Archives Team is looking for pictures of past 
church activities or any newsletters dated 
before the year 2000.  Please share your old, 
new, past, or present pictures.  Contact Jim 
Eichner if you have any stories or pictures of 
the past at Eichnerj6527@msn.com.

mailto:Eichnerj6527@msn.com
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August Finance Report 
 

 Aug '21 YTD '21 Budget '21 
  (8 month) (12 months) 

Income:    
   Local Offering $23,534  $189,950  $304,717  
   Other Giving $3,405  $27,234  $31,095  
General Budget Total $26,938  $217,184  $335,812  

    
Expenses:    
   Administrative $20,345  $146,831  $256,040  
   Benevolence $1,000  $29,649  $33,472  
   Christian Education $1,032  $1,997  $7,740  
   Golden Age $0  $0  $300  
   Health Ministry $0  $241  $1,050  
   Outreach $239  $2,150  $7,500  
   Property $1,936  $23,038  $30,225  
   Stewardship $0  $0  $700  
   Technology $130  $1,989  $2,460  
   Worship and Music $690  $3,917  $10,105  
General Budget Total $25,373  $209,811  $349,592  
Net Profit (Loss) $1,565  $7,373  ($13,779) 

    
      Aug '20        YTD '20  
Total Income (PPP incl) $31,567  $256,255   
Total Expenses $20,176  $244,013   
     
Net Profit (Loss) $11,391  $12,242   

 

 

Connectors: Thank you for agreeing to be a greeter and for 
providing a warm welcome to our members and visitors as they 
arrive for worship! If you are unable to be here for your designated 
Sunday, you are responsible to find your own substitute.  If you no 
longer want to be on the greeter schedule, please contact Brenda 
Fleck and Anne Brodin. 

Traditional Service 8:30 am  
   10/3     Wendy Hirschfeld, Bob Roberts 
   10/10   Steve & Diane Bergman 
   10/17   Kris & Becky Wagner 
   10/24   Jeremy & Jennifer Reineke 
   10/31   Larry & Beth Rippe 
Contemporary 10:45 am 
   10/3     Richard & Mardelle Bergsten, Jim Eichner 
   10/10   Rich & Del Armstrong, Sue Lobsiger 
   10/17   Craig & Joyce Mohling, Ryan & Kari Bergsten 
   10/24   Ed & Jane Joyce, Kevin & Linda Karas 
   10/31   Becky Schnack, Brenda Fleck, Sheri Feala, Deb Mindrup 

Servers in October 
Head Usher: 

    5:30 pm (Sat.) Open 
  8:30 am (Sun.) Rich Killingsworth       
 10:45 am (Sun.) Ryan Bergsten 

 Flowers & Bulletins: Connie Walters 
Altar Guild: Judy Feit, Shelly Grimm,  
                   Diane Bergman   

Lay Readers:  
-Saturday 5:30 pm – Linette Jahn 
-Sunday 8:30 am – Wendy Hirschfeld 
              10:45 am – Kevin Karas,                            
                Brenda Fleck (10/3) 
Church Council Schedule:  
-Saturday Blended 5:30 pm 
   10/2      Lexie Frahm, Open 
   10/9  Open, Open  
   10/16   Becky Wagner, Open 
   10/23    Open , Open 
 10/30 Open, Open 
 -Traditional 8:30 am   
   10/3     Rich Killingsworth, Becky Wagner 
   10/10   Rich Killingsworth, Larry Rippe 
   10/17   Larry Rippe, David Schram 
 10/24        Open, Open  
 10/31       Open, Open 
-Contemporary 10:45 am 
   10/3     Open, Open 
   10/10   Becky Wagner, Linda Karas 
   10/17   Lexie Frahm, Open 
 10/24        Linda Karas, Open 
 10/31      Becky Wagner, Open 
Acolytes: www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0 

             a44acad29a5f58-aprilmay1    
-Saturday Blended 5:30 pm 

     10/2 Sydney Malone, Cody Malone 
   10/9     Michael Sheridan, Treyden Sheridan 
   10/16   Lexi Wagner, Treyden Sheridan  
 10/23  Kynlee North, Zane Schuka  

10/30  Michael Sheridan, Treyden Sheridan 
-Traditional 8:30 am 
 10/3     Not Needed  
   10/10   Bennett Wolverton, Brady Wolverton 
   10/17   Open, Open 
 10/24        Open, Open 

10/31       Open, Open 
-Contemporary 10:45 am  
   10/3     Open, Open  
   10/10   Luke Mefford, Open 
   10/17   Soren Frahm, Stella Frahm 
 10/24         Allison Keasling, Carsten Slusher 
 10/31       Open, Open

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0
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Mark Cradduck 10/1 
Richard Armstrong 10/2 
Chuck Barkley 10/3 
George Jahn 10/3 
Margot Gissler 10/3 
Jeremy Reineke 10/4 
Mila Doan 10/4 
JoAnn Glasshoff 10/5 
Jesse Williams 10/5 
Nate Buresh 10/6 
Jo Burson 10/6 
Adilyn Buster 10/6 
Ainsley Flynn 10/6 
Sharon Barkley 10/8 
Jeff Keasling 10/8 
Sydney Mueller 10/8 
Jane Joyce 10/8 
Scott Steinhoff 10/9 
Carsten Slusher 10/9 
John Sharples 10/11 
Lisa O'Neal 10/12 
Linda Karas 10/12 

Alvin Glasshoff 10/13 
Larry Henning 10/13 
Kelly Ekue 10/13 
Hadley Williams 10/13 
Reagan Elliott 10/14 
Simon Hjelm 10/15 
Kory Mikos 10/15 
Bayleigh Koch 10/15 
Tammy Doan 10/15 
Olivia Larsen 10/16 
Landon Shea 10/16 
Brianna Falgione 10/16 
Wendy Killingsworth 10/17 
Patty Kivett 10/18 
John Wolken 10/18 
Rhett Bergsten 10/18 
Reagan Bergsten 10/18 
Harrison Wegener 10/20 
Stacy Kersten 10/21 
Harland Krambeck 10/21 
Lisa Roseland 10/21 
Brayden Stamm 10/21 

Bret Nothwehr 10/22 
Lauren Ostdiek-Wille 10/22 
Becky Wagner 10/22 
John Galaska 10/22 
Jim Haver 10/23 
Katie Maas 10/23 
Tatum Wright 10/23 
Daniel Sells 10/23 
Korie Kersten 10/24 
Bruce Fleck 10/25 
Parker Jahn 10/26 
Joe Perchal 10/26 
Taya Honeyman 10/26 
Kingston Killingsworth 10/27 
Klare Peters 10/29 
Janet Johnson 10/29 
Jameson Williams 10/29 
Desiree Stednitz 10/30 
Jeffery Donahue 10/31 
Larry Kersten 10/31 
Eliott Steinhoff 10/31 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Matt and Linda Anderson  10/3  40 
Matt and Cheri Keyes  10/5  36 
Cory and Melanie VanBlarcom  10/5  9 
George and Karen Jahn  10/7  59 
Alan and Anne Brodin  10/8  27 
Jesse and Lindsey Williams  10/9  11 

Don and Ava Quinn  10/13  42 
John and Stacia Palser  10/16  17 
Jordan and Megan Josoff  10/19  2 
Mark and Shelly Grimm  10/19  30 
Brad and Shelli Wolverton  10/23  17 
Lee and Samantha Henning  10/29  5 

 
 

 

 Name                                                  Date      Years  Name                                           Date    _ Years  
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ADS & OPPORTUNITIES 
TRUNK OR TREAT 

Trunk or Treat will be held from 
6:00-7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, 
October 27th.  Watch for more 
details in an email soon and in your 

weekly bulletin. 
 
ALL SAINTS’ SUNDAY 

On Sunday, November 7th, we 
will celebrate All Saints’ Day.  We 
remember those who have 
passed and celebrate the life we 
had with them.  On this day we 

will remember those who passed from our 
church family this year.  You are invited to 
write the name of a loved one that has 
passed on a dove that is provided and add it 
to our memory board and bring a framed 
picture of your loved one to place on the 
table that will be located at the new history 
area in the south hallway beginning in October. 

FREE FLU SHOTS 
Get your free flu shot on Thursday, 
October 14th at the Armbrust Family 
YMCA from 4:00-7:00 p.m. This is 
open to anyone age 6 and up, 

regardless of insurance coverage, courtesy of 
Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Nebraska. Pre-
registration is encouraged, but walk-ins are also 
welcome. 

F3 AT RELC 
Join us on Fridays in October from 

7:00-9:00 p.m. for Fridays, Firepits, 
and Fellowship. Please remember to 

bring your own beverages and chairs. Contact 
Becky Wagner if you have any questions at 
402.932.9392 or beckywag@gmail.com. 

October 8:  Bill & Debbie Schwarten’s House 
                    17612 Ventana Circle, Omaha 
                    (Adults Only) 
October 22:  Hannah Grove’s House 
                      16513 Timberlane Drive, Omaha 
                      (Adults Only) 

Pictures from our 9/17 F3 gathering at RELC 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PROJECT HOPE – H OT CIDER HUSTLE 

Half Marathon & 5K Run Walk 
     Skutt Catholic High School 
                 October 10th  

Project Hope Food Pantry is the official Charity 
for this event! Register to participate in the race 
@ NebraskaRuns.com and receive 10% off your 
fee by using the promo code: Hope10. 

OWLs 55 & OVER GROUP 
Everyone is invited to join the 
OWLs for a day to the Czech & 
Slovak Museum in Omaha on 
October 13th at 10:00 a.m.  

This is open just for OWL’s. A suggested free-
will offering of $2-$5 is recommended.  After 
the museum we will meet at the Lithuanian 
Bakery & Cafe at 1:15 p.m. The cost is $19 (tax 
& tip included) for a choice of combo 
plate/goulash/salad sampler, rye bread, drink, & 
torte sampler.  
----------------------------------------------------- 

      Medicare Presentation on 
October 14th at 2:00 & 7:00 p.m. 

Our guest speaker is Mike Carsey 
who is a volunteer and member of 
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the Board of Directors at Volunteers Assisting 
Seniors.  VAS is a nonprofit organization serving 
as the Eastern Nebraska regional representative 
affiliated with Nebraska SHIP (Senior Health 
Insurance Assistance Program) in Lincoln, NE. 

VAS provides free, unbiased Medicare counseling 
to seniors and others. Mr. Carsey is not an insurance 
agent and sells no products.  His objective is to 
provide Medicare information and help answer 
questions you may have about Medicare.  

This presentation is for you if you find yourself 
in any of the following situations:  

--Are you considering enrollment in Medicare 
because you are approaching your 65th birthday?  
--Are you 65 or older, working, and want to 
compare your employer group health coverage 
with Medicare. (Including military or federal 
government plans)? 
--Are you currently on Medicare and want to 
understand more about your coverage and 
options or ability to make changes? 
--Are you currently enrolled in Medicare 
Advantage or a Medicare Part D drug plan and 
want to know what the Open Enrollment Period 
starting October 15-December 7 is all about 
and how it pertains to you? 
--Are you a family member helping a parent or 
other relative navigate Medicare and need more 
information? 

For more information contact Resurrection 
Evangelical Lutheran Church 402-332-3383. 
----------------------------------------------------- 

On October 28th at 11:00 a.m. 
(carpooling only available at 
10:30 a.m.) & 6:00 p.m. the 
OWLs will be heading to Panda 

House at 14459 W. Center St. in Omaha. 

NEW ADULT FORUM 
October is a month of Reformation 
and examination! As such we invite 
you into a time of consideration of 
your prayer practices to answer the 
following questions; why, what, and 

how do you pray? Sessions will be held on 

Sundays from October 10th to the 24th at 9:45 
a.m. Our resource for this forum will be the book 
“50 Ways to Pray” by Blythe, though all needed 
resources for our conversation will be provided. 
THEOLOGY ON TAP 

 Anyone over 21 is invited to join us 
on the first Tuesday of each month 
at Lansky’s on 16918 Morgan Ave., 
Ste. 1, Gretna (168th & hwy. 370).  

Feel free to bring a friend and enjoy some 
fellowship time together. 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY  
“Awakening to a Grand New Day” 

The Women of Resurrection Bible 
study will meet on the third Tuesday 
of every month at 9:00 a.m. at the 
church.  Please join us as we renew 

friendships again.  

THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS 
 Thank you to all our Thrivent 
participants that have included 
Resurrection as a benefactor of 
your Thrivent Choice Dollars.  If you 

would like to include Resurrection as your 
Thrivent Choice recipient, you can visit thrivent.com/ 
thriventchoice or call 1-800-847-4836 and when 
prompted, say “Thrivent Choice.”  

2021 Thrivent Choice Dollars Donated:  $687.00 

2021 LAY READERS NEEDED 
If you love to read and are 
available for our Saturday, 5:30 
p.m. or Sunday, 8:30 a.m. or 10:45 
a.m. worship service, we need you.  

We are looking for individuals to read two lessons 
during our worship services for one month. 
Please go to our July-December sign-up at: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f054da4a
62fa4f85-layreaders1  Thank you for your help! 

2021 FLOWER/BULLETIN SIGN UP 
           SIGN-UP NOW!!     
Please consider signing up for altar 
flowers and bulletins for 2021. Go 
to our sign-up genius at https://www. 

signupgenius.com/go/30e0a44acad29a5f58-altar  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f054da4a62fa4f85-layreaders1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f054da4a62fa4f85-layreaders1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0a44acad29a5f58-altar
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0a44acad29a5f58-altar
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or call the church office to get signed up today 
at 402-332-3383.  The suggested donation for 
bulletin sponsorship is $20. If you are ordering 
from Town & Country, you will need to stop by 
the church to pick up the flower liners/stand 
and take them to Town & Country to fill M-F, 9-
5:30.  They will no longer be picking up the 
liners to fill with flowers.  If they do not have the 
liners, they won’t be able to make the flower 
arrangements for you. Please bring a container 
with you to transport them home after the late 
service.  Thank you for your kindness. 

RELC QUILTERS  
The RELC Quilters group will 
be meeting on the 2nd & 4th 
Tuesday of every month in the 
café.  

If you have any unused cotton or cotton blend 
fabric or sheets (size of quilt squares), please 
consider donating these items to help to defray 
the costs of our donated quilts. Contact Judy Feit 
or Susan Clegg with questions. 

PRAYER REQUESTS  
If you would like us to pray for 
you or someone you know, please 
fill out the prayer sheet in your 
bulletin, send the office an email, or 

give the office a call to give your church family 
the opportunity to add it to their daily prayers!!!  
If you are going into the hospital, be sure and 
let the office know so that we can be there for 
you with prayerful support. All prayer requests 
will be added to the bulletin for one month 
only, unless you contact us to let us know that 
further prayers are needed.  God bless you! 

GRETNA TOASTMASTER’S CLUB 
Would you like to be more 
comfortable speaking to a group, 
large or small?  Would you benefit 
from being a more confident 

leader?  Toastmasters is an international 
organization that will help you reach those 
goals in a fun and supportive atmosphere.  

Contact Janel Asche (janelasche1@gmail.com) for 
more information. 

AREA 41: AA-GRETNA FRIDAY NIGHT GROUP 
Each day thousands of people are 
diagnosed with alcohol-related 
problems. Thousands more die 
from these ailments. Well, they don't 

have to.  At Alcoholics Anonymous meetings in 
Gretna, NE you will find help, support and self-
empowerment from a group of people who 
were once; or still are but are making it through, 
alcohol addiction. Are you an addict or are 
suffering from an alcohol-related ailment? 

Join us on Friday nights at 8:00 p.m. in the café at 
Resurrection Lutheran Church in Gretna.  Enter 
through the north doors.  We are here for you. 

GRETNA NEIGHBORS FOOD PANTRY 
The pantry will continue with our "open pantry 
hours" the first and third Saturday morning of 
each month from 9-11 a.m. and the second 
Wed. evening of the month from 6-7 p.m.  

The next open pantry dates are as follows: 
Saturday, October 2nd        
9-11 a.m. 
Wednesday, October 13th     
6-7 p.m. 
Saturday, October 16th        
9-11 a.m. 

NO CLIENTS WILL BE ALLOWED TO ENTER 
THE PANTRY UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE.  
Only Gretna Neighbors board members and 
trained volunteers will be allowed inside to 
protect the safety of everyone involved. 

PROJECT HOPE FOOD PANTRY  
Our church supports the Project 
Hope Food Pantry.  Drop off all 
items at the Outreach Corner.  
Monetary donations can be 
sent to:  Project Hope, Inc., 

6201 N. 60th Street, Omaha, NE 68104 or go to 
projecthopeomaha.org to make an online donation. 
We are now accepting clothing donations. These 
donations of GENTLY used clothing can be 
delivered at the lower east door on Tuesday or 
Thursday between 11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

mailto:janelasche1@gmail.com
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Food Needs: 
Coffee and Shelf Stable Milk, Pop-tarts, Jam, 
Jelly, and Peanut Butter, Canned Fruits and 
Vegetables, Canned Beans (Baked, Refried, 
Black, Pinto, and etc.), Canned Meats (Tuna, 
Chicken, Sardines, Clams, and etc.), Boxed 
Potatoes, Hamburger or Tuna Helper, Rice & 
Pasta Packaged Side Dishes, Pasta any type 
Salsa, Ketchup, Mustard, Mayo & Salad 
Dressings, Brownie and Cake Mixes 
Flour and Sugar 
Personal Care & Household Needs: 
Shampoo, conditioner, body wash, deodorant, 
toothpaste, toothbrushes, hand soap & hand 
sanitizer, sunscreen, bug repellent, band-aids, 
Clorox wipes, small bottles of liquid dish soap & 
small bottles of laundry detergent, dusting spray 
& floor cleaners 

Paper Products & Baby/Clothing Needs:   
Toilet paper, facial tissue, paper towels, diapers & 
pullups size 6 and baby wipes 

Collect Family Fare Receipts 
Direct Your Dollars is a receipt-based 

program sponsored by the 
Family Fare stores.  You can help 
us raise money simply by doing 

something you do each week - going to the 
grocery store.  Send your entire receipt to 
Project Hope. 

RELC – WAYS TO GIVE YOUR OFFERINGS 

               MAIL 
 
Resurrection Evangelical Lutheran Church 
153 S McKenna Avenue, Gretna, NE 68028 

Please include your designation (general, building, 
memorial) in the memo line of your check to 
ensure it goes to area you would like it to go to. 

 
TEXT 
 

Text to 402-875-6081 and type $amount (eg $10) 
in the message to set up a one-time or recurring 
donation. 

            
            ONLINE 

Visit www. Relchurch.net 
Click the Vanco symbol to set up a one time 
or recurring donation. 

SEND US YOUR PICTURES  
If you have any pictures you’d like 
included in the Messenger or on 
Facebook, please email them to the 
office. We’d enjoy seeing what your 

team is doing or what’s happening in your groups. 
PLEASE NOTE – IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO ENSURE THAT YOU HAVE 
PERMISSION OF ALL PEOPLE WITHIN YOUR PHOTOS TO SHARE ON SOCIAL 
MEDIA OUTLETS BEFORE SUBMITTING. WE WANT TO SHARE THESE MEMORIES 
BUT ALSO RESPECT THE PRIVACY OF OTHERS. 

PRAYER SHAWL GROUP  
If you knit or crochet, or would like 
to learn, you are invited to join the 
RELC Prayer Shawl Group!  We create 
shawls that are available for anyone 

in our congregation to be distributed to friends 
or family going through a personal crisis, whether it 
is illness, loss or other concern.  We also have 
some cancer hats and “prayer squares” available!  
Blankets for our newly baptized little ones are also 
made by our members!  If you have any questions 
or would like to be involved in making some of 
these items, contact Karen Hitz at 402-212-2589. 

*If you know of someone who is in need of a 
prayer shawl, prayer square or cancer hat at this 
time, please call the office at 402-332-3383. 

SAVE YOUR LABELS!  
The Local and World Service team is 
collecting Best Choice labels.  The 
money raised will be donated to Gretna 

Neighbors and Project Hope.  Just purchase Best 
Choice products (locally at McKinney’s and Super 
Saver), cut out the UPC code with Best Choice 
written above it, and place in the box by the 
food donation corner with the yellow shelving. 

We are collecting box tops for education.  
Please trim the edges and drop them 
in the box in food donation corner. 

 Donate  
      or  
Pay Here 

 

http://www/
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ALUMINUM CAN COLLECTION!  
Bring your empty cans to the container 
outside of the west door of the 
church-in the alley. We please ask 

that you do not crush them.  The can needs to 
be visible for refund purposes. The proceeds 
will go to Least of My Brethren. 

SAVE YOUR POP TABS! 
The Ronald McDonald house is still 
collecting pop tabs.  Please drop off 
your tabs by the food donation corner 
with the yellow shelving.  Your tabs will 
help cover costs that support families  

with a seriously ill or injured child. 
 

CELEBRATION OF BAPTISM 
Congratulations to Anna Osborn and 
Joshua Mesenbrink on the upcoming 
baptism of their son, Jackson Dean 

Mesenbrink.  Jackson will be baptized on October 
2nd after our 5:30 p.m. worship service.  We welcome 
Jackson Dean into our church family as baptized 
Child of God.

 
WITH SYMPATHY 

Our thoughts and prayers go 
out to the family and friends of 
Edward Kennel. A service and 
luncheon for Ed took place on 

September 11th at Resurrection. Please keep the 
Ed’s family in your thoughts and prayers at this 
time.  May God’s presence comfort them during 
this difficult time. 

 
A NOTE OF THANKS 

Dear Resurrection members 

Letter 1:  It is with great 
appreciation that I write to thank 

you for your continued support with your 
donation of food and detergent delivered to 
Project Hope, Inc. on August 4th…….   

Letter 2:  It is with great appreciation that I 
write to thank you for your continued support 

with your donations of food and clothing 
delivered to Project Hope, Inc. on September 
1st. Your donations help us provide much needed 
help to those who come to us for assistance and 
hope.  

Project Hope is proud that we are able to offer 
our clients food, clothing, and personal care 
items at no cost and that is because of the 
donations such as yours from local churches 
and organizations. 

Your generosity allows us to serve the hungry 
and those in need during difficult times. Thank 
you so much for choosing to support Project 
Hope and our mission. 

-Blessings to you, Veda Keebler, Exec. Director 
-----------------------------------------------------
A huge thank you to everyone who helped 
deliver and set up the new office furnishings that 
were donated to the church office. Thank you to 
Tammy & Levi Williams, LeRoy Hoyer, Bill Schwarten, 
Erick & Kim Hill, Brian Roeber, Jeremy & Nathan 
Reineke, Dave Schram, & Pr. James Sells. 
-----------------------------------------------------
Dear friends at Resurrection Lutheran Church 

Thank you so much for your generous gift to 
Heartland Hope Mission.  We are truly grateful.  
I would love to connect with and invite you to 
coffee.  You can call me at 402-733-1904, x11. 

-Sincerely, Renae Bush 
 

FROM THE OFFICE 

*Check out the Communication Schedule 
located on the south bulletin board to see 
when information is due to the office. 

NOVEMBER MESSENGER ARTICLES ARE DUE: 
• Wednesday, October 13th by 12:00 p.m. 

BULLETIN ANNOUCEMENTS ARE DUE: 
• Wednesday morning by 10:00 a.m. 
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OUR COMMUNICATION APP! 

 
 

This app allows us to communicate about 
emergency cancellations. Enter this link into 
your browser https://band.us/n/a3ae23c8A9i3b 
or scan the QR code to join and be the first to 
know about any schedule changes due to 
severe weather or other emergencies! 
----------------------------------------------------- 
NEW MEMBERS WELCOME 

On September 26th, we welcomed 
thirteen new families to our RELC 
family.  Between services we had 
a welcome reception in the Café 
to show them how happy we are 

that they are a part of our Resurrection family. 
Those who became new members include: 

Adam, Lauren, & Henry Briese; Hannah Grove; 
Todd Hall; Matt & Christina Hinrichs; Clayton, 
Amanda, Charlie, Raegan, & Whitley Johnson; 

Jordan, Megan, & Abigail Josoff; Jan Kobler; Peggy 
Lanz; Jeremy, Dhani, Addilynn, Raelynn, & 

Kennedy Milliman; Casey, April, Kaleb, Alivia, 
Kason, & Reid Schwery; James, Tenille, & Maddison 

Sykes; Terry, Michaela, Lilt, & Emma Totten;  
Scott, Laine, Eva, & Chloe Voss 

Welcome to our family, we are blessed to have you! 
---------------------------------------------------------- 
OPPORTUNTIES WITHIN RELC 
The following opportunities are available NOW! 
Paid Positions: 

• Part-Time Worship Service Accompanist 
Contact: Matt@singomaha.org 

Volunteer Needs: 
• Ushers Need for Saturday, 5:30 p.m. Worship 

Contact: theoffice@relchurch.net 
• Chair Set-Up Helpers, Once a month 

Contact: theoffice@relchurch.net 
• Lay Reader Coordinator & Readers 

Contact: theoffice@relchurch.net 
• Sunday School Teachers/Substitute 

Teachers for year 2021-2022  
Contact: theoffice@relchurch.net 

• Sound Board Technician, PowerPoint 
Assistant, Electric Guitarist  
Contact: Matt@singomaha.org 

----------------------------------------------------- 
October BIBLE MEMORY VERSE  
                                    Psalms 28:7 
                7The LORD is my strength and my shield; 
                            in him my heart trusts; 
                so I am helped, and my heart exults, 
              and with my song I give thanks to him. 
------------------------------------------------  

Exercise classes have begun 
and each Sunday after the late 
service we will need to set up 

for the weeks classes.  We are asking you for 
your help after the 10:45 a.m. worship service.  
We will need to pick up 75% of the chairs that 
are set up and put them in an order of seating 
for the exercise classes.  There is always a leader 
there to show you how to do it.  We appreciate 
all your help.  “Many hands make light work.” 
----------------------------------------------------- 

 October is Pastor 
Appreciation Month 

           ††† 
Join us in celebrating Pr. James Sells this month 
with an email message, a mailed note to him at 
the office at 153 South McKenna Avenue, or a 
special message left on his car or office door.  
Be creative!! Let’s make it fun. Check out 
Pinterest, for some fun ideas too. 
----------------------------------------------------- 
 
 

 

 
----------------------------------------------------- 

 

 
 

 
 

Don’t Forget! 
Daylight  

Savings Time 
November 7th  

 

Have Fun 
and  

Be Safe 

HAPPY HALLOWEEN 

https://band.us/n/a3ae23c8A9i3b
mailto:Matt@singomaha.org
mailto:theoffice@relchurch.net
mailto:theoffice@relchurch.net
mailto:theoffice@relchurch.net
mailto:theoffice@relchurch.net
mailto:Matt@singomaha.org
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We had been attending Lutheran Church of the Master (LCM) in Omaha, Del’s home church since 
baptism.  After our engagement in Jan of 2000, we wanted to find a church that was smaller, and our 
sister-in-law encouraged us to join Resurrection Lutheran.  Pastor Larsen who had been at LCM years 
ago was serving at Resurrection which helped our comfort level to make the change.   At RELC, we 
found a great number of folks that were happy and welcomed us—it felt like home!  We were married 
in November 2000 by Pastor Larsen.  We have four daughters from Rich’s previous marriage; three live 
in Omaha & one is in Dallas and all take care of their own families.  We’re proud grandparents of 12 and 
expect our first great-granddaughter in May!  And, of course, we can’t forget our sweet Red-Heeler 
rescue, Dusty; she keeps us very active taking walks and looking for bunnies! 

Rich owns his own business, Insurance Concepts, and helps folks with their health and Medicare coverage.  
Currently, Del is working at Prime Therapeutics, a pharmacy benefit manager for most of the Blue Cross 
Blue Shield plans across the United States.  She has been working at home since COVID hit in March of 
2020 and is now studying for her health insurance license.  She plans to work with Rich before the end 
of the year. 

FEATURE FAMILY OF THE MONTH 

THE ARMSTRONG  
Family 

Rich, Del, Dusty & Family 
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Rich loves to play golf & Del will join him on occasion.  Many of you are aware he co-chairs the RELC 
Golf League during the Spring/Summer months.  Del chairs the Mission & Benevolence team.  Together 
we enjoy fishing and recently bought a boat so we can spend more time enjoying ourselves and 
spending more time with our kids and grandkids as well.  Rich’s mom just turned 96 this past February 
and is living with one of our daughter’s here in town.  She spends the weekend with us and is still very 
active within our family gatherings.  There are always birthdays and holidays to celebrate, as you can 
well imagine throughout the year, and we take advantage of this love & fellowship whenever possible. 
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S=Sanctuary      CY=Courtyard       FH=Fellowship Hall       SR=Silver Ridge       GPL=Gretna Public Library       SS=Sunday School 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

     October 1 
9:00am Exercise 
 
 
8:00pm AA 

October 2 
11:00am 
Toastmasters 
5:30pm Worship 
Service-S 

October 3 
9:15am Comm Worship-
Outside on the green 
Blessing of the Animals 
9:15am Sunday School 
Outside on the green 
10:45am Worship Serv.-FH  
6:00pm Intro to Bible Class 
-------- 
Online Services  
https://relchurch.net/ 
worship/  

October 4 
9:00am Tai Chi 
 
 
  

October 5 
7:00pm Theo 
on Tap 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

October 6 
9:00am Tai Chi 
6:00pm 7th & 8th 
Confirmation 
6:15pm Choir 
6:30pm L&WS 
6:50pm Bells 
7:00pm Underground  
7:15 Praise 
 
  

October 7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

October 8 
9:00am Exercise 
7:00pm F3 @ 
Bill & Debbie 
Schwarten’s 
Home 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00pm AA 

October 9 
5:00pm Blood 
Pressure -Office 
5:30pm Comm. 
Worship Service-S  

October 10 
8:30am Worship Service-S 
9:35am B&M Team 
9:30am Endowment 
9:40am Sunday School 
9:40am Adult Forum 
Begins-Ways to Pray 
10:45am Comm. Worship 
Service-FH 
-------- 
Online Services  
https://relchurch.net/ 
worship/ 

October 11 
9:00am Tai Chi 

October 12 
1:00pm Quilters 
6:30pm 
Property 
7:00pm 
Outreach 
  

October 13 
9:00am Tai Chi  
10:00am OWLS @ 
Czech Museum 
1:15pm OWLS @ 
Lithuanian Bakery 
6:00pm 7th & 8th 
Confirmation 
6:15pm Choir 
6:30pm Health Min. 
6:50pm Bells 
7:00pm Underground 
7:15 Praise 

October 14 
2:00pm 
OWLS 
Medicare  
Presentation 
6:30pm W&M 
7:00pm 
OWLS 
Medicare  
Presentation  

October 15 
9:00am Exercise  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00pm AA  

October 16 
5:30pm Worship 
Service-S  

October 17 
8:30am Comm. Worship-S 
9:40am Adult Forum 
10:45am Worship Serv.-FH 
2:00-4:00pm Confirm @ CJH 
-------- 
Online Services  
https://relchurch.net/ 
worship/ 

October 18 
9:00am Tai Chi 
 
 

October 19 
9:00am 
Women’s Bible 
Study 
6:00pm SEED 
7:00pm Council  
 
 

October 20 
9:00am Tai Chi 
6:00pm 7th & 8th 
Confirmation 
6:15pm Choir 
6:50pm Bells 
7:00pm Underground  
7:15 Praise 

October 21 
 
 
 
 
 
 

October 22 
9:00am Exercise 
7:00pm F3 @ 
Hannah 
Grove’s Home 
 
 
8:00pm AA 

October 23 
5:30pm Worship 
Service-S 
Blessing of 
Quilts/Shawls 
 
 

October 24 
8:30am Worship Service-S 
Blessing of Quilts/Shawls . 
9:40am Adult Forum 
10:45am Comm. Worship 
Service-FH 
Blessing of Quilts/Shawls   
-------- 
Online Services  
https://relchurch.net/ 
worship/ 

October 25 
9:00am Tai Chi 
 
 
 
 
 

October 26 
1:00pm 
Quilters 
 
 
 
 

October 27 
9:00am Tai Chi 
6:00pm 7th & 8th 
Confirmation 
6:00 -7:30pm Trunk 
or Treat 
6:15pm Choir 
6:50pm Bells 
7:00pm Underground  
7:15 Praise 

October 28 
11:00am OWLS 
@ Panda House  
(Carpool @ 
10:30 @ RELC) 
6:00pm OWLS 
@ Panda House  
(No Carpool) 

October 29 
9:00am Exercise 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00pm AA 

October 30 
5:30pm Worship 
Service-S 
 

October 31 
Reformation Sunday  
8:30am Worship Service-S 
9:40am Adult Forum 
10:45am Worship Serv.-FH  
Confirmation-9th Graders 
-------- 
Online Services  
https://relchurch.net/ 
worship/ 

      

 2021 
Calendar 

 

OCTOBER 
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Contact Information 
Pastor James Sells 
     In the office: T-F, 9am-3pm 
  Tuesday-Thursday by appointment 
    402-759-6347 
  PastorJames@relchurch.net  
Ms. Hannah Grove 
         In the office: Fri, 8am-4pm & Sat, 11am-7pm 
       Tuesday, Wednesday, Sunday by appointment 
  402-983-2456 
  Hannah.Grove@relchurch.net  
Office Hours 
  9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., Monday-Friday 
Church Phone Number 
  402-332-3383 
Email Address for Church 
  theoffice@relchurch.net 
Church Website 
  www.relchurch.net 

   A PRAYER FOR OCTOBER, for morning- 
You may make the sign of the cross. 

I am a beloved child of God, marked with the 
cross of Christ forever. 

Your mercies are new every morning.  (Based 
on Lam. 3:23) 

Thank you, gracious God, for the gift of this 
new day. 

Awaken me to your abiding presence; open my 
eyes to your creation; open my ears to your 
promises; open my heart to the needs of others.  
Fill me with your Spirit and guide me this day 
in works of kindness, justice, and mercy.  I ask 
this in the name of Jesus, the light and life of 
the world.  Amen. 

                   ELCA, Daily Prayers and Blessings 

Return Service Requested 

RESURRECTION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
153 S McKenna Ave. 
Gretna, Nebraska 68028 

mailto:PastorJames@relchurch.net
mailto:Hannah.Grove@relchurch.net
mailto:theoffice@relchurch.net
http://www.relchurch.net/
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