
1 

 MESSENGER 

  
 

From the Pastor’s Desk  
Dear friends, 
 As we step into September we do so with an air of 
possibility. September is always one of the most exciting 
months in the life of the church as folks settle down into post summer 
schedules, and this is especially true this year as we look, optimistically, for 
the end of the Wilderness Journey Home. It has been an extremely 
difficult road through the pandemic, but we come to the Fall with normal 
activities and practices, but just like the Israelites when they returned home 
from their exile, we too have some work to do, there is some rebuilding 
that needs to happen. This is what we will see throughout the Fall. Be on 
the lookout for special opportunities to engage in worship, fellowship, and 
education as we work to rebuild the Body of Christ.  

 To this end there are a number of programs and activities happening in 
September to be aware of. Please note that Labor Day weekend we’ll only 
have one service at 8:30 a.m. on Sunday the 5th, I pray that everyone can 
take time to rest and get a deep breath during this holiday because things 
get busy. The 11th and 12th of September will bring God’s Work. Our Hands.  
and Rally Sunday to the church. There is more information about these 
activities in the Messenger so please check it out! With Rally Sunday comes 
the start of our program year with Faith Stepping Stones, Confirmation, and 
Youth Underground. I am overjoyed that Tai Chi and exercise resumes at 
the church, as well as Wednesday night programming including music 
ensemble rehearsals. One change to Wednesday is that, at least for the Fall, 
we will not resume the meal, though food will be available for the confirmands. 
Fall F3 (Fridays, Fire pits, and Fellowship) is also kicking off so take a look 
at the schedule and find one or two Fridays to attend to reengage with 
your family of faith. And of course, there is worship! 

 September will bring many possibilities to deepen faith and grow, but without 
you the Body of Christ is incomplete. This is the perfect time to get back into 
the habit of participation in the life of the church. I look forward to seeing 
you there! 

In Christ, 
 
 
Pr. James W. Sells 

RESURRECTION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
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RESURRECTION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  
Pastor’s Report, July 13th – August 17th         

OFFICIAL DUTIES: 
Visitations: 29 
Funerals: 2 
07/22: Gayle Guilfoyle 
07/23: Tom Hansen 

Baptism: 1 
08/15: Todd Hall 

RELC ACTIVITIES: 
07/13: Council 
07/14: Staff Meeting 
  Funeral Planning Meeting: For Tom 

Hansen 
  Endowment Meeting 
  Youth Underground 
07/15: Service of Commendation of the Dying: 

For Gayle Guilfoyle 
  Mentoring 
07/16: Tech Meeting with Larry:  Discussed 

various options for adding streaming 
capabilities to our worship spaces. 

07/17: Worship 
07/18: Worship 
  Exile and Return Study 
  Worship 
  VBS day 1 
07/19: Confirmation Camp Week 7 
  Funeral Planning: Gail Guilford 
  VBS day 2 
07/20: Confirmation Camp Week 7 
  Women’s Circle at Lansky’s: First meeting 

since the pandemic, was a strong showing.  
  VBS day 3 
07/21: Confirmation Camp Week 7 
  Staff Meeting 
  VBS day 4 
07/22: Funeral: Gayle Guilford 
  VBS day 5 
07/23: Funeral: Tom Hansen 
07/24: Worship 
07/25: Worship 
       Exile and Return Study 
       Worship 
07/26: Confirmation Camp Week 8 

 07/27: Confirmation Camp Week 8 
  Prayer Team Meeting: Discussion on 

how to proceed and care for the 
intercessory needs of the congregation. 
This team will be renamed the Care 
Team in an effort to make it more 
accessible to potential team members.  

 07/28: Confirmation Camp Week 8 
  Staff Meeting 
 07/29: Mentoring 
 08/01: Worship: Gretna Days; one service at 

8:30am on Sunday. It was, unfortunately, 
interrupted multiple times with car 
engine noises as McKenna filled up 
for the car show. Will recommend 
that we move back to a Saturday 
service only for next year.  

 08/03: Text Study 
  SEED Meeting 
 08/04: Staff Meeting 
  Youth Underground Informational 

Meeting on the Youth Gathering: 
Hannah led the group in a discussion 
on the upcoming Youth Gathering. 
This meeting was recorded and 
uploaded to our YouTube channel for 
any who missed.  

 08/05: (Sick) 
 08/06: Confirmation Prep and Postcards 
 08/07: Worship with Blessing of the Back 

Packs 
 08/08: Worship with Blessing of the Back 

Packs 
  Exile and Return Study 
  Worship with Blessing of the Back 

Packs 
 08/10: Text Study 
  Outreach Meeting 
 08/11: Baptismal Meeting 
  Staff Meeting 
  Owls Org Meeting: Talked about a 

couple of activities and got the Owls 
take on possible grant ideas for the 
Immanuel Vision Grant. I think we 
will pursue monies to provide ESL 
training on Wednesday nights and 
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supporting infrastructure i.e. meals 
for participants.  

  Meeting with New Organist 
 08/12: Mentoring 
  Worship and Music Meeting 
 08/14: Worship 
 08/15: Worship with Baptism 
  Exile and Return Study: Final study 
  Worship 
 08/16: Text Study  

UP COMING EVENTS AND CONVERSATION: 
08/18: 7th and 8th Grade Confirmation org Meeting 
08/22: 2 Baptisms, Acolyte Training 
08/25: 9th and 6th Grade Confirmation org Meeting 
08/28-29: Off for a wedding: Erick Hill will cover 
services 
09/12: Rally Sunday/God’s work. Our hands. 
09/15: Programing Resumes 
09/19: Faith Stepping Stone: 3rd Grader and 3 
Year Old Bibles handed out/Intro to the Bible 
class for 3rd Graders. 
09/21: WELCA Meeting (9:00am) 

PASTORAL REFLECTION: 
It is nice to see things gear up at the church 
after such a difficult past year. It feels to me 
though that the resurrection that we have 
experienced so far has been the resurrection of 
Lazarus, that is just restored to life. My prayer is 
that, as we enter into the Fall, we may experience 
the Resurrection, that is that the church may be 
restored to new life, a life more abundant than 
what came before. 

Youth & Congregational  
Life Director 

 At the end of July, we were able 
to welcome around 50 kids 
between the ages of three and 
ten for VBS! Through the week, 

the kids went on a treasure hunt through the 
jungle to find the secret treasure. At the end, we 
learned that we are the treasure according to 
God who sees us, hears us, knows us, forgives us, 
and chooses us. During the week the kids were 
invited to bring money to donate to Lutheran 

Disaster Response to help those who were 
affected by the storms the weekend of July 9th. 
The kids had the option of putting it in one of 
two buckets, one for Pastor James and one for 
me. If the kids raised $400, Pastor James or I 
(whoever had the most) would have to touch a 
snake. If they raised $500, one of us would have 
to hold the snake. The kids at VBS were able to 
raise $685.65 for Lutheran Disaster Response, 
$510.36 was in Pastor James’s bucket and he 
had to hold a snake! (See our Facebook page 
for the video!) I’d like to give a huge shoutout 
to Schramm Park and Kelly Ekue for providing 
Todd (the snake). If you’re looking for a weekend 
activity as it cools down, make your way out to 
Schramm Park! I’d also like to thank our wonderful 
volunteers, without them VBS would not be 
possible, especially the SEED team for planning 
and running VBS! If you see Becky Wagner, 
Shelli Wolverton, or Lona Pinkall, please tell 
them thank you for all the work they put in to 
make VBS possible for our kids.  

 At the end of July, we also finished up our third 
and final week of confirmation camp! I really 
enjoyed getting to know the kids and spending 
time out at Carol Joy Holling. The general lows 
for the groups were the heat, the food, and 
their exhaustion. The youths’ highs usually 
consisted of horses, the adventure hike, and 
high ropes. I know that all of the kids had an 
amazing time and I’m looking forward to 
seeing them again and some new faces out at 
camp next summer! 

 I’ve used August as a time to refresh and get 
ahead for the program year; there’s a lot  
happening this fall! Starting September 12th 
with Rally Sunday, we will have our Sunday 
School kick off! This will be in conjunction with 
God’s Work. Our Hands. I’d love all the kids to 
join me for some games and snacks in order to 
get to know their Sunday School groups! Sunday 
School will continue weekly at 9:40 a.m. on 
Sundays (between the services) through the 
school year. If you’d like to volunteer, even if 
you can only help out once in a while, please 
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CHURCHWIDE NEWS 
 

 

 
 
 

sign up to help! I look forward to having a 
great team this year! 

 The following Wednesday, September 15th, we 
will begin our regular midweek activities! 
Confirmation classes for 7th and 8th graders will 
be from 6:00-7:00 p.m. Also starting the 15th, 
we will return to weekly Underground meetings. I 
have lots of plans and am looking forward to 
getting to know the youth even more over the 
course of the year! 

 Also in September, we will be resuming the 
SOCKs (Support Our College Kids) program. 
The SOCKs program will pair up our college-
aged members with other adult members of 
the congregation. Their sponsor will send them 
monthly care packages or letters, just to let 
them know that they are being prayed for no 
matter the distance. If you know a college 
student (university, college, trade school, or 
other post-secondary programs), please register 
them at https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/ 
1FAIpQLSfyewo1ezgmqLr7dV8w69Ej3AoS9Pcel
GX6rs0gO7W3X8OCKg/viewform?usp=sf_link. 
If you would like to sponsor a college kid, be 
on the lookout for a SOCKs bulletin board to 
appear in late September for more information! 

Hannah Grove
 

 

 
NEBRASKA SYNOD & PARTNERS SPONSOR 
NURSING STUDENTS IN TANZANIA 

 

Today, in Tanzania, many students are struggling 
desperately to receive an education beyond 
secondary school, but most young people, 
especially young women, are disappointed due 
to the shortage of training programs and their 
inability to pay the tuition and education related 
fees. Concurrently, Africa is facing a severe shortage 
of health care workers. Tanzania has only 4 
nurses per 10,000 population as compared to 
more than 80 nurses per 10,000 population in 
the United States. Rewarding positions with good 
pay are available in Tanzania for nursing graduates, 
especially in Tanzania’s church-related hospitals.  

In 2009, the Bishop of the Northern Diocese in 
Tanzania, Martin Shao (now retired), was aware 
of the need for health care workers and the lack 
of training programs and directed Machame 
Lutheran Hospital to start a school of nursing. 
Planning sessions were held, and partnerships 
were formed between the Machame Lutheran 
Hospital, the Northern Diocese, Alegent Health 
(currently CHI and Immanuel) and the Nebraska 
Synod.  In 2010, the Machame School of Nursing 
was established and began their 3-year program.  

It quickly became apparent that there were many 
qualified and interested potential nursing students 
who wanted to attend but could not afford the 
modest school fees.  A program for donors to 
sponsor such nursing students was begun as a 
partnership project of CHI, Immanuel and the 
Nebraska Synod. 

In 2013, the first class of 38 students graduated.   
Counting from the beginning, more than 350  
students have graduated and received their 
diplomas.  These graduates are now working 
throughout the country at hospitals and health-
centers while making a big difference in the 
health of the nation. About 70 began their 
careers at Machame Lutheran hospital which 
has been a great help to the community there. 
Currently about 25 are employed in Machame 
and several have, with experience, advanced to 
head up departments such as surgery, ICU and 
pediatrics.  Some have also gone on for further 
studies in anesthesia and to get their B.S. degrees. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfyewo1ezgmqLr7dV8w69Ej3AoS9PcelGX6rs0gO7W3X8OCKg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfyewo1ezgmqLr7dV8w69Ej3AoS9PcelGX6rs0gO7W3X8OCKg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfyewo1ezgmqLr7dV8w69Ej3AoS9PcelGX6rs0gO7W3X8OCKg/viewform?usp=sf_link
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SISTER CONGREGATION 

       Concordia 
        Lutheran 
         Church 
       Concord, Nebraska 

At the NE ELCA Synod Assembly, we chose 
Concordia Lutheran Church in Concord, NE as 
our sister congregation in Nebraska.   

Most people do not know where Concord is.  
They are in the Northeast about 40 miles west 
of South Sioux City and 12 miles north of Wayne.   

Old Business includes: Warren Hanson has 
submitted a proposed alternative to ramp 
renovation project of $2100. 

New Business includes: VANCO giving program 
was brought up for approval. Motion was made 
and carried to proceed with getting this set up. 
Carolyn will act as account administrator at this 
time.  The August 29th joint outdoor service with 
WSC campus ministries will be at the Concord 
Park. Concordia will provide potato salad, bars, 
chips and water. First Lutheran will provide meat 
and buns. We plan on around 75 attendees.  
Some discussion on potential items for God’s 
Work, Our Hands Sunday was held. We are still 
looking for ideas.  Blessing of the Backpacks 
will be held on August 15th. Brandi and Vicar 
will work on making backpack tags for that day. 
We discussed making up Welcome Packages 
for new families in town. The Father, Son event 
was discussed with a suggestion of doing 
something outside at Church in September-
grilling and games possibly. 

To read more about Concordia, please go to: 
https://www.concordialutheranelca.com/. 

 
SEED TEAM  

  Sunday School  
       Resumes 
  September 12th  
        9:40 a.m. 

FISH & LAMBS (Pre-K-5th Grade) 

 Sunday school will begin September 
12th and is available for children PreK 
(3yo) through 5th! We will continue 

to meet weekly after September 12th on Sundays 
at 9:40 a.m. to go through the Whirl Lectionary 
curriculum which will discuss the same topics as 
the texts and sermon in worship that week. If you 
would like to volunteer, please reach out to me! I’m 
looking to put together a solid team for the year. 

Sunday School Registration: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc
Y3VcTeEuwYjNIf989S4I7CRNk71ZPMvNqLBtXD
Ct2pQOKiw/viewform?usp=sf_link 

Sunday School Volunteer Registration: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd
TH927D6XzFmWZM5Vn36oFh7pWVT9QJSGVh
A1vS1GpddGtlA/viewform?usp=sf_link 

Schedule: 
9/12: Rally Sunday/Sunday School Kickoff! 
9/19: Sunday School 
9/26: Sunday School 
9/29: 6:00 p.m. Family Night at Vala’s 

 In addition to the beginning of 
Sunday School in September, 
there will be a family night at 
Vala’s for our families with children! 
Resurrection will be reserving a 

firepit for us to meet at where we will have a 
meal and some activities for the kids. There will 
also be a scavenger hunt to take place around 
Vala’s! Be on the lookout for more details to 
come. We look forward to seeing you all there! 

“Let the little children come to me, and do not 
hinder them for the kingdom of heaven belongs 
to such as these.”  Matthew 19:14 
---------------------------------------------------- 
Three Year Old & Third Grade Bible Presentation 

September 19th-10:45 a.m. 
Parents/caregivers, 3-year-olds & 3rd 
graders are invited for a special Bible 
presentation.  Join us to receive this 
special gift and nurture your child’s 
faith formation. 

https://www.concordialutheranelca.com/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScY3VcTeEuwYjNIf989S4I7CRNk71ZPMvNqLBtXDCt2pQOKiw/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScY3VcTeEuwYjNIf989S4I7CRNk71ZPMvNqLBtXDCt2pQOKiw/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScY3VcTeEuwYjNIf989S4I7CRNk71ZPMvNqLBtXDCt2pQOKiw/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdTH927D6XzFmWZM5Vn36oFh7pWVT9QJSGVhA1vS1GpddGtlA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdTH927D6XzFmWZM5Vn36oFh7pWVT9QJSGVhA1vS1GpddGtlA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdTH927D6XzFmWZM5Vn36oFh7pWVT9QJSGVhA1vS1GpddGtlA/viewform?usp=sf_link
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September 19, 26, & Oct. 3-12:00 p.m. 
 Parents/caregivers & 3rd Graders are 
invited to join us for your child’s 
introduction to the Bible classes as they 
are guided through the Bible during 
this important step in their faith journey. 

---------------------------------------------------- 
Acolyting 4th-8th Grade Students: 

All students grades 4th-8th are 
invited to sign up for acolyting at 
our Saturday and Sunday worship 
services.  To sign up for our 

acolyte services please go to our sign up at: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0a44acad 
29a5f58-aprilmay1.  
----------------------------------------------------  

CONFIRMATION 
6th-8th Confirmation 2021-2022  
Thanks for the great year!  Watch for more 
details at the end of summer to see what great 
things are to come in our 2021-2022 year. 
---------------------------------------------------- 
6th Grade Mentor/Mentee Program-2021/22 
The 2021/2022 Mentor/Mentee meeting took 
place in August.  If you haven’t found a mentor 
yet, please do so today.  Contact Pr. James with 
any questions you may have.   

Booklets for the Mentor/Mentee program are 
located in the Resurrection Café.  Stop by 
during normal hours to pick yours up today 
and sign the sheet provided that you received 
your book and who your mentor is.  
----------------------------------------------------
7th Grade Bible Year Confirmation 2021/22 
Join Pr. James each week as you continue to 
grow in faith while learning the scripture and 
the Ten Commandments. This ministry strives 
to help you grow in faith so that you will 
continue to be active in worshiping God and 
growing in his Word. 

9/15 – Confirmation Kick-Off 
9/22 – Creation 
9/29 – The Fall 

8th Grade Catechism Year Confirmation 2021/22 
In baptism, we are claimed as God’s children. 
Confirmation is about embracing and living out 
that identity! The central teaching tool we use 
is Martin Luther’s Small Catechism, which helps 
students learn how to read and apply God’s Word 
to their lives. Traditionally, the Catechism was 
also a teaching tool for parents, which is why we 
do what we can to partner with and encourage 
spiritual leaders in the home. 

9/15 – Confirmation Kick-Off 
9/22 – Our Father 
9/29 – Hallowed 
--------------------------------------------------- 
SAVE THE DATE:  Confirmation – October 31st  
Our 2021 Confirmation class will be confirmed 
on October 31st at our 10:45 a.m. service. Please 
add this to your calendar.

 

UNDERGROUND ON WEDNESDAYS 7:00 PM 

All 9-12th grade students are invited to join us 
every Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. for the Youth 
Underground programming.  

Schedule: 
9/01: No Underground 
9/08: No Underground 
9/15: Wednesday, 7:00 p.m.  
          Underground Kickoff  
          (games, snack, and fun!) 
9/22: Wednesday, 7:00 p.m.  
 Boundless Love for Humanity 
          (Youth Gathering September Curriculum) 
9/29:  Wednesday, 7:00 p.m. 
          Fellowship and Discussion 
---------------------------------------------------- 
God’s Boundless Love for Humanity 

We’re often told that 
God’s love for us is 
unconditional. If we 
sin, God will still love 
us, no matter the sin. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0a44acad29a5f58-aprilmay1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0a44acad29a5f58-aprilmay1
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In other words, there is nothing that we can do 
that will make us fall out of God’s grace. God 
won’t get up one day and say “I’ve had enough” 
and walk out on us. This is wonderful news that 
we share at every given chance, but have you 
heard that God’s love for us is boundless? What 
does boundless love mean? What does this 
boundless love look like?  

 In order to understand God’s love as boundless, 
we first need to look at what boundaries we put 
on our own love of our neighbors. Galatians 3:28 
talks about some of the common boundaries 
placed on love in the first century: Jew or Greek, 
slave or free, male or female. Today that looks 
like racial, ethnic, or religious boundaries, socio-
economic boundaries, and sexuality or gender 
boundaries. Many of us would like to say that 
we love all people across these boundaries, but 
do we love them the same amount? Do you love 
Muslims as much as you love other Christians? 
Do you love immigrants as much as you love 
U.S. citizens? These aren’t the only boundaries 
that we place on love. What about those who 
have hurt you, shown you attitude, or just don’t 
love you? It’s hard for us to love boundlessly, 
but the good news is that God does. God’s love 
even surpasses knowledge (Eph. 3:19). Just when 
we think we’ve gotten a grip on how wide God’s 
love is, we realize that it’s bigger than we thought. 
It’s boundless.  

 We can start to understand God’s boundless 
love for humanity in the ways in which we 
interact in community. Rev. Sunitha Mortha says 
that “We get a glimpse of the boundlessness of 
this love when we come to empathize with and 
experience the world through the eyes of 
someone different from us, and when we 
accompany those in our communities who suffer 
oppression or injustice… In the face of a broken 
and suffering world, God continues to break into 
this reality, beckoning a new humanity, a new 
earth and a new heaven.” I invite you to spend 
this month contemplating God’s boundless love 
and what that means to you. Further, I invite 
you to try and love past your current boundaries 

so that you too may get a glimpse of God in 
this reality.  

Let us pray: 
Boundless God, teach us to see what your love 
looks like in this world. Show us love. Remind us 
that we are loved beyond measure or comprehension, 
more than we could ever dare to dream. Help us 
to experience it, be it and share it with everyone 
we meet. We pray that Christ Jesus and the church 
will forever bring praise to God. God’s power at 
work in us can do far more than we dare ask or 
imagine. Amen. 

This prayer comes from the ELCA’s Getting Ready 
Curriculum, Unit 1, written by Elizabeth Hood.  
---------------------------------------------------- 
Youth Gathering News 
We had our first parent informational meeting 
August 4th, here at the church. If you were unable 
to attend, please reach out to me to get the 
information we discussed! The National Youth 
Gathering through the ELCA will take place next 
July in Minneapolis, Minnesota. Youth in 8th-
12th grade for the 2021-22 school year are 
invited to attend! We will be spending this year 
exploring the youth gathering themes, bonding 
as a group, and fundraising for our trip. Be on 
the lookout for more information!  

Important Dates: 
September 22nd - Underground (at 7:00 p.m.) 
will be discussing our first lesson on the Youth 
Gathering themes. 
October 22nd - Registration due (please turn in 
the registration worksheet, financial assistance 
worksheet, and deposit of $150 to Hannah’s 
mailbox in the office) 

 

COLLEGE AGED MINISTRY & 
PROGRAMMING (CAMP) 
CAMP stands for College Aged Ministry Programs! 
This program is for anyone who has graduated 
from high school. All are welcome to attend 
(even if you decided that college wasn’t your 
post-high school plans! We want to connect 
with all of you)! 
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S.O.C.K.s Program 
The SOCKs (Support Our College 
Kids) program will pair up our 
college-aged members with other 
adult members of the congregation. 

Their sponsor will send them monthly care 
packages or letters, just to let them know that 
they are being prayed for no matter the distance. 
If you know a college student (university, college, 
trade school, or other post-secondary programs), 
please register them at https://docs.google.com/ 
forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfyewo1ezgmqLr7dV8w69Ej3
AoS9PcelGX6rs0gO7W3X8OCKg/viewform?usp=
sf_link. If you would like to sponsor a college kid, 
be on the lookout for a SOCKs bulletin board to 
appear in late September for more information! 

 
LOCAL & WORLD SERVICE 
TOGETHER A GREATER GOOD 

To date, our church TAGGers 
have raised more than $2000 for 
church projects sponsored by the 
Local & World Service Team.  

Download the app to your smartphone and 
choose RELC as the supported organization. 
You can also drop your receipts at the office. 
When you purchase from a TAGG business, it will 
donate up to 5% of your total purchase to RELC.  

The Local & World Service Team invites you 
to do the TAGG of the MONTH! 

    September is Greenbelly  
      204th & Pacific, in Elkhorn 
They will donate 5% of your receipt. 

-------------------------------------------------------- 
LWST Meal Support and Caring Casseroles  

 In addition to the Local & World 
Service Team ministry of meal 
support and caring casseroles, 
Caring Meals are now also available.   

Caring Meals will work similar to a “Meal Train”.  
Caring Meals are a way of providing temporary 
meal support for our church family, perhaps 
those having just had surgery, coming home 
from being in rehab, or a serious illness.  Caring 

Meals will consist of a main dish and one side, 
which could be a vegetable, fruit, bread, or dessert.  

These meals could be provided once or twice a 
week, for up to 4 weeks. Please contact the church 
if you, or a family member, is in need of Caring Meals. 

The LSWT also invites members to utilize the 
Caring Casseroles stocked in the church's freezer. 
The casseroles are for members in need or for 
members to give to those in need outside our 
church family.  The church is open 8:00 a.m. to 
3:00 p.m. for you to stop by to pick one up. There 
is nothing to sign, just grab and deliver it to 
whomever is in need. Show someone you care 
with a specially prepared with care casserole. 
---------------------------------------------------- 

               2021  
   GOD'S WORK.  
    OUR HANDS.  

Please save the date Sunday, September 11th 
& 12th for “God’s work. Our hands.” ... the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America's 
dedicated day of service. Since 2013, “God’s 
work. Our hands.” (GWOH) Sunday has inspired 
people of all ages to put their faith in action 
through service projects that share God’s love 
with all of God’s people. As we serve our 
neighbors, we are reminded of one of our most 
basic convictions as Lutherans: All of life in Jesus 
Christ — every act of service, in every daily 
calling, in every corner of life — flows freely 
from a living, daring confidence in God’s grace. 
This day is an opportunity to celebrate who we 
are as the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
– one church, freed in Christ to serve and love 
our neighbor. For more information, visit: 
https://www.elca.org/dayofservice. 

Our God's Work. Our Hands. is organized by the 
Local & World Service Team. Please contact Shelley 
Schram for more information: 402-651-4704.  

GWOH 2021 offers multiple service and donation 
opportunities that will have great impact in our 
local communities: 

SERVICE PROJECT 1: 
Saturday, September 11, 9-11 a.m. at HETRA, 
10130 S. 222nd Street, Gretna 
Our group of 10 volunteers (must be 12+ years 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfyewo1ezgmqLr7dV8w69Ej3AoS9PcelGX6rs0gO7W3X8OCKg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfyewo1ezgmqLr7dV8w69Ej3AoS9PcelGX6rs0gO7W3X8OCKg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfyewo1ezgmqLr7dV8w69Ej3AoS9PcelGX6rs0gO7W3X8OCKg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfyewo1ezgmqLr7dV8w69Ej3AoS9PcelGX6rs0gO7W3X8OCKg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://www.elca.org/dayofservice
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old) will help Heartland Equine Therapeutic 
Riding Academy decorate for their annual 
fundraiser, "Blue Jeans and Dreams," planned 
for that evening. Volunteers must complete this 
form: https://www.tfaforms.com/393284.  
Sign up for shifts via Sign-Up Genius:  
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0849AC
AA29AAFE3-gods 
-------- 
SERVICE PROJECT 2: 
Sunday, September 12: 12-1:30 p.m. at RELC 
Courtyard 
Our 20 youth and adult volunteers will create 
Blessings Bags for Sarpy County CASA.  
Sign up for shifts via Sign-Up Genius: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0849AC
AA29AAFE3-gods 
-------- 
SERVICE PROJECT 3: 
Sunday September 12: AT-HOME meal prep  
for the Children's Hospital Rainbow House 
Our volunteers will prepare/purchase and 
deliver an evening meal for the families staying 
at the Children's Hospital Rainbow House on 
Sunday, September 12th.  All meal items must 
be in disposal containers, warm (if necessary) 
and ready-to-eat. All items MUST be delivered 
to RELC by 5:30 p.m. on September 12.  
Sign up for shifts via Sign-Up Genius:  
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0849AC
AA29AAFE3-gods 
-------- 
DONATION OPPORTUNITY: 
Least of My Brethren Wish List 
Least of My Brethren (LOMB) is a group of 
volunteers from the Omaha and Council Bluffs 
metros looking to make a difference for the 
homeless. The organization has created a wish 
list on Amazon:  
https://smile.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/PK6S7
YYS2MEB. Simply add items to your cart, 
checkout and select shipping to the "David 
Harvey" address. Wish list items include coffee, 
toasters, socks, toiletry items and kitchen 
supplies. LOMB also accepts monetary 
donations. Visit their donation information 
page for more details:  
https://leastofmybrethren.org/donate/.   

WORSHIP & MUSIC TEAM 
PHASE II WORSHIP SERVICES 

Don’t miss hearing God’s word as 
Pr. James Sells shares the Gospel 
with us each week.  

The church and the church office are open during 
the week from 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 

The Church Council created a COVID Task 
Force (CTF) to research, evaluate and formulate 
updated COVID-19 protocol. The CTF will 
continue to monitor, evaluate and propose 
protocol changes as our church continues its 
journey home.  

General:  
o    Masks are optional inside the church.  
o    Social distancing is encouraged.  
o    Hand sanitizer stations are located 

throughout the building.  
o    Do not enter church if you do not feel 

well, are experiencing symptoms of 
COVID-19 or are COVID-19 positive.  

Worship:  
o    Worship services are in person. See revised 

service schedule effective August 1, 2021.  
o    Live stream and recorded services are 

available for remote viewing.  
o    Offerings are collected via an onsite drop 

box, Simply Giving, Vanco Payment Portal, 
by mail or by passing the plate. 

Use of Facilities: 
o    Church committees are welcome to hold 

in-person meetings.  
o    Outside requests for the use of church 

facilities are reviewed and approved by 
the Senior Pastor and Council President.  

o    The kitchen is available to prepare and 
serve food.  

Office Staff:  
o    Staff is expected to stay home if: 

º   They are not feeling well or experiencing 
     any COVID-19 symptoms.  
o   They have encountered direct 

exposure to a potential COVID-19 case 

https://www.tfaforms.com/393284
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0849ACAA29AAFE3-gods
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0849ACAA29AAFE3-gods
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0849ACAA29AAFE3-gods
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0849ACAA29AAFE3-gods
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0849ACAA29AAFE3-gods
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0849ACAA29AAFE3-gods
https://smile.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/PK6S7YYS2MEB
https://smile.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/PK6S7YYS2MEB
https://leastofmybrethren.org/donate/
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until one of the following occurs:  
   The case is confirmed negative. 
    If the case is positive, staff is expected  
      to quarantine according to current 
      CDC guidelines. 

-------- 

SERVICE SCHEDULE EFFECTIVE AUGUST 1, 2021  

Saturday Services – Mask Optional 
5:30 p.m. – Blended Service – Sanctuary 
Communion served Saturday before first & 
third Sundays 

Sunday Services – Masks Optional  
8:30 a.m. – Traditional Service – Sanctuary 
Communion served first & third Sundays  

9:40-10:30 a.m. – Adult Forum – Conf. Room/ Zoom 
“The Wilderness Journey Home”  

10:45 a.m. – Contemporary Service – Fellowship Hall 
Communion served second & fourth Sundays  

Social distancing is practiced and encouraged.  

Current CDC Guidelines suggest unvaccinated 
persons continue wearing masks in situations 
when 6 feet if social distancing cannot be 
maintained. 

Online Worship Services 

 YouTube: (Watch Live or Uploaded Service) 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjXn
hZfhxipkc5ZTA6SrHUw 

 Facebook: 
Facebook.com/RELCgretna  

---------------------------------------------------- 
Chancel Choir and Bell 
Choir rehearsals will begin 
as usual in September. The 
Chancel Choir rehearses 
from 6:00-6:30, Bell Choir 

from 6:30-7:10, and the Praise Team from 
7:15-7:45 every Wednesday evening during 
the school year. Each choir shares special 
music once per month at the 8:30 service. 

No prior choir experience is required for singing 
in the Chancel Choir, but some musical experience 
is helpful for bell ringers.  

Look for more information about September 
start dates in August bulletins. We’ll also include 
that information in service announcements in 
the weeks leading up to launch. 

I’ll look forward to being with you all in 
rehearsal very soon! – Matt Hill, Music Director 
---------------------------------------------------- 

 
Join us for a service of blessing for our beloved 
furry, feathery, and scaly companions on October 3rd 
at 9:15 a.m. on the South Green. Make sure to not 
only bring your pet but also a chair! See you then! 

 

HEALTH MINISTRY TEAM 
Greetings from your Health Ministry Team 

September is Healthy Aging Month, an annual 
health observance to focus national attention 
on the positive aspects of growing older.  This 
is a time for adults over 45 (well, all of us really) 
to focus on their physical, mental, social, and 
financial wellbeing.  We can use this time to take 
stock of where we’ve been, and what we’d really 
like to accomplish.  The pandemic has changed 
life for all of us over the last 18 months.  This 
created a lot of stress, and for many of us, it 
prompted us to hit the pause button on our 
regular preventive health activities.  Let’s be 
intentional this month about participating in 
activities that will improve our health- body, 
mind, and spirit.  Here are a few possibilities: 
• Get caught up on your preventive healthcare-  

these routine visits and screening exams 
save lives! 

• Nurture your spirit- take a 15-minute walk, 
spend a few minutes in quiet contemplation 
with God, share a random act of kindness, 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjXnhZfhxipkc5ZTA6SrHUw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjXnhZfhxipkc5ZTA6SrHUw
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visit with a friend.  Having a healthy spirit 
also improves our physical health! 

• Take time to unwind- Chronic stress is a 
major cause of illness and chronic disease.  
Here are some activities to try: 
o Breath prayer- here’s an example: 
 Inhale.  Fill your whole self with breath 
 Feel air in your lungs.  Then say, “Lord 

Jesus, my Savior” 
 As you exhale slowly and fully, say, 

“Thank you for your endless love” 
 Then repeat.  Try to breathe through 

this prayer for 5 quiet minutes. 
 **You can use whatever phrases or 

prayer that is meaningful to you. 
o Move your body- physical activity is a 

great antidote to stress. 
 Turn on the music and dance while you 

are cleaning, working outside, making 
dinner, or just having fun with loved 
ones 

 Pull a few weeds in your yard- you’ll 
forget your other cares when your 
mind is focused on the beauty around 
you 

 Look online for a free physical activity 
class to try- there’s something for 
everyone! 

• Set aside a few minutes every day to do 
something that brings you joy 
o Read a book that’s been on your list 
o Find a daily devotional that feeds your 

spirit 
o Watch a show or movie that will make 

you smile 
o Volunteer for an organization that is 

meaningful to you 
o Call a friend or loved one 

God has a desire for us to thrive as we age, and 
even though our flesh may age, our spirit is 
renewed daily through Christ.  So, let’s take this 
opportunity to be our best for our Lord every day! 

The righteous will flourish like a palm tree, 
they will grow like a cedar of Lebanon; 

They will still bear fruit in old age, 
they will stay fresh and green, 

Psalm 92:12,14 (NIV) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

• Tai Chi classes - Mondays & Wednesdays at 
9:00 a.m., starting on Monday, September 13th. 
--------------------------------------------------------- 

 
• Low Impact Exercise Class - Fridays at 9:00 

a.m., starting on Friday, September 10th. 
---------------------------------------------------- 

 
• Blood Pressure Checks (Church office) 

o Second Saturdays - 5:00 p.m. (before the 
5:30 p.m. Saturday service) 

o Second Sundays - between services  

At present, masks will be optional at all these 
activities.  We will also be increasing the space 
between individuals at our physical activity 
classes as much as possible. 

We appreciate you taking advantage of these 
opportunities to improve your physical, emotional, 
and social wellbeing!  We look forward to seeing 
you soon! 

Here’s to your health!
 

BENEVOLENCE & MISSION TEAM 

Resurrection Evangelical 
Lutheran Church (RELC) 
distributes 8% of our quarterly 
offering to the Evangelical 
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Lutheran Church of America (ELCA) Synod to help 
organizations in need on a national & worldwide 
basis. The purpose of the Mission & Benevolence  
Team is also to provide financial assistance to 
worthy organizations by distributing 2% of RELC’s 
quarter offering with an emphasis on local needs. 
In making our decisions, we strive to support 
RELC’s strategic long-term plans and goals. 

Congregation,  
If you know of an organization that has a 
need (i.e. funding) within our community 
where our team might be of assistance, 
please leave a note in our box in the 
church office.  We will prayerfully consider 
these requests quarterly along with the 
other requests we regularly receive. 

-Thank you, Benevolence & Mission Team 
---------------------------------------------------- 
Psalm 66:8-9 
8 Praise our God, all peoples, 
    let the sound of his praise be heard; 
9 he has preserved our lives 
    and kept our feet from slipping. 
10 For you, God, tested us; 
    you refined us like silver. 
11 You brought us into prison 
    and laid burdens on our backs. 
12 You let people ride over our heads; 
    we went through fire and water, 
    but you brought us to a place of abundance. 

Life.  There are ups and downs, peaks and valleys, 
but one thing is constant. Our God. This verse 
spoke to me because we know we will be tested 
from time-to-time, but we also know God will 
lead us and bring us back to that “place of 
abundance” if we just relax and let him guide 
us.  Nobody said it was easy, but part of being 
a Christian is having faith and belief that we will 
persevere with God at our helm.  Peace to you 
& many thanks for all you give to our mission. 

~Del Armstrong 
---------------------------------------------------- 
Next Meeting Date:  2nd Quarter-Oct. 10, 2021 
 

OUTREACH TEAM 
NEW RELC WEBSITE   
 Check Out the New  
      and Improved  
      RELC Website! 

We spent the past year updating and refreshing 
the site and developing a plan to manage it going 
forward.  Go to www.relchurch.net to see!  

Here’s some of the things you’ll find on the 
website: 

• Refreshed look and feel with new pictures! 
• Easier navigation and improved user-friendliness. 
• Separate Sign Ups link and Serving Opportunities 

page to simplify signing up to volunteer and 
serve. 

• Updated Donate page and links that detail 
all the ways to give to RELC. 

• Access to RELC weekly bulletins, Messengers 
and annual Reports 

Please visit the website and check out the new 
look! If you have questions or feedback, contact a 
member of the Outreach team. 

 
PROPERTY TEAM 

The property team has nothing 
new to report this month, but we’d 
like to remind everyone that the 
property team is always looking for 

new members that like to get involved and 
have fresh new ideas for our church properties.  

Please contact Bill Schwarten at 402-290-6300 
if you are interested in joining the team. 
---------------------------------------------------- 
Refresh Dedication Service 

You are invited! 
Join us on September 26th at 
8:30 a.m. as we dedicate the 
renovated Sanctuary and 

Narthex. As you come to worship, please gather 
in the Narthex as we will process into the 
Sanctuary. After the service, you are invited to 
join us in the café for donuts and coffee. See 
you then! 

http://www.relchurch.net/
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RELC ARCHIVES TEAM 
History of our Original Church Property 

My father’s baptism certificate says that he was 
baptized at Gretna on the 19th of June, 1904 by 
an Evangelical Lutheran minister named Johann 
Grosse. I had always assumed that his baptism 
took place here at Resurrection Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, but after checking the church 
records a number of years ago, I found that 
RELC didn’t exist at that time. I then checked 
the records at First Lutheran and Trinity Lutheran 
in Papillion and St. Paul’s Lutheran in Millard 
and none of them had a record of his baptism 
nor had any of them had a minister by that 
name. This led me to believe there must have 
been a Lutheran church in Gretna before RELC 
came into existence. An inquiry of the archives 
for the Missouri Synod Lutheran Church gave 
me the answer. Rev. Grosse was the minister of 
a Missouri Synod church in Gretna at that time.  
Since discovering this I have been doing more 
research about the early days of our original 
church property, lot 9 block 2 in South Gretna, 
the lot on which our old church building and 
our present sanctuary now stands.  

As related in the history of Gretna written in 
1914. “Soon after the Burlington Railroad 
finished laying the tracks for a short line from 
Ashland to Omaha in the summer of 1886, the 
first buildings were erected, establishing the 
town of Gretna. By 1889, Gretna was incorporated 
as a village and the Lutheran church was built 
in that same year.” The church was probably 

originally built and owned by a denomination 
called the Christian Church. The earliest Gretna 
newspaper I have found with a church directory 
was the Gretna Reporter newspaper from January 
1893 and here it lists three churches that were 
holding regular services in Gretna. They were 
the Christian church, the ME (Methodist) church, 
and the Catholic church and they all had their 
own building in which to hold services. Three 
years later in 1896, the directories printed in 
the paper no longer had any services listed for 
the Christian Church, but instead, two other 
congregations were now holding services in the 
Christian church. They were the Union Sunday 
School, holding services every Sunday, and the 
German Lutheran church, with services every 
third Sunday of the month. I didn’t find any 
information telling if perhaps the Christian 
Church had changed its affiliation to another 
denomination or if it ceased to exist, but the 
building itself continued to be known as the 
Christian Church.  

In April of 1896, the Missouri Synod minister 
from Papillion held Confirmation exercises for 
the young people in the Gretna area at the 
Christian church and he began to hold services 
there as listed above. This congregation grew 
to the point, that by September of 1902, they had 
purchased the Christian church building for their 
congregation and also had their own resident 
minister. The transfer of deeds for the property 
said that the selling party of the property was 
the Independent Church of Christ when the 
German Lutheran congregation bought it in 
1902. Perhaps the Independent Church of 
Christ had bought it and used it as their church 
for a time, but they then built a new church 
diagonally across the street from our church, 
on the southeast corner of the intersection of 
McKenna and Figg St., the previous year. 

In the early 1900’s, there were in existence in 
both Gretna and Papillion a German Social 
organization called the Plattdeutscher Verein, 
and many of the German Lutherans in both 
congregations were members. Evidently this 
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group had special funeral rites for their members, 
and when they wanted to perform these rites at 
the funerals in the church the ministers of both 
congregations refused to allow them to do so. 
This caused considerable disagreement within 
the congregations. So much so that the minister 
of the Gretna church resigned, and the Gretna 
church called a new minister to replace him. A 
short time later the minister at the Papillion church 
resigned, and the new minister from Gretna 
moved to Papillion, leaving the Gretna congregation 
with a part time minister once again. This rift 
within the Papillion congregations grew to the 
point where in 1908, a number of its members 
left and organized a new church that was, at 
the time of its formation, called the German 
Friedens Lutheran Church. It is now Trinity 
Lutheran. The Missouri Synod church in Gretna 
continued to hold services once or twice a 
month but membership continued to decline. 

In the spring of 1909, Reverend Ernest Walter, 
the minister at Friedens church, was called to 
officiate at a funeral in the Gretna vicinity. After 
the funeral he was approached by a group of 
men from Gretna who asked him if he would be 
willing to start a confirmation class for the young 
people and begin holding worship services in 
the Gretna area. To this he agreed, and the first 
church service was held in March of that year in 
the schoolhouse of School District 41 which was 
located on the northwest corner of what is now 
the intersection of 180th and Schramm Road. 
The fledgling congregation continued to hold 
services in the school until later that summer, at 
which time they began to hold services in the 
churches in Gretna. At times services were held 
at the Church of Christ, some Sundays in the 
Lutheran Church, and on other occasions at a 
church called the Holiness Church. I haven’t 
been able to find out where the Holiness church 
may have been located in Gretna. After the 
Missouri Synod congregation totally disbanded, 
Resurrection’s services were being held exclusively 
in their church building. Resurrection continued 
to grow and by 1911, the church building was 
purchased from the German Lutheran church. 

This church was home to our congregation until 
our present sanctuary was built in the late 1940’s 
and dedicated in 1950. When the new church 
was built, the old church was moved onto the 
lot to the north and continued to be used until 
the new church was finished. The old church 
was then sold at auction.  

An article in the Gretna Breeze from August 3, 
1950, said that it was purchased by the local 
grocer, George Boehler, with the intentions of 
tearing it down and using the lumber for an 
addition to his store. I was told an interesting 
fact not long ago about the use of the lumber 
from the old church and that  was that much of 
the lumber from the old church had been used 
by Mr. Boehler to build a house located at the 
south end of McKenna Street next to the library. 
This is the house that many of our members may 
remember as being the home of long-time 
church members, Tillie Krambeck, and her 
mother. So, in this sense a part of the old 
original church is still in existence here in Gretna.    

Submitted by:  Jim Eichner, RELC Archive Team 
*If you have any stories of the past, 
please contact Jim Eichner at  
Eichnerj6527@msn.com.  

mailto:Eichnerj6527@msn.com
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July Finance Report 
 

 July '21 YTD '21 Budget '21 

  (7 month) 
(12 

months) 
Income:    
   Local Offering $19,406  $166,416  $304,717  
   Other Giving $4,970  $23,821  $31,095  
General Budget Total $24,376  $190,237  $335,812  

    
Expenses:    
   Administrative $20,017  $126,487  $256,040  
   Benevolence $8,441  $28,649  $33,472  
   Christian Education $411  $964  $7,740  
   Golden Age $0  $0  $300  
   Health Ministry $0  $241  $1,050  
   Outreach $425  $1,911  $7,500  
   Property $5,128  $21,102  $30,225  
   Stewardship $0  $0  $700  
   Technology $130  $1,859  $2,460  
   Worship and Music $1,661  $3,227  $10,105  
General Budget Total $36,213  $184,438  $349,592  
Net Profit (Loss) ($11,837) $5,799  ($13,779) 

    
  July '20 YTD '20  
Total Income (PPP incl) $22,451  $224,689   
Total Expenses $31,118  $223,837   
      
Net Profit (Loss) ($8,667) $852     

 

**PENDING areas are not needed at this time.  Watch your 
email, Facebook, and website for further updates. 
Connectors: Thank you for agreeing to be a greeter and for 
providing a warm welcome to our members and visitors as they 
arrive for worship! If you are unable to be here for your designated 
Sunday, you are responsible to find your own substitute.  If you no 
longer want to be on the greeter schedule, please contact Brenda 
Fleck and Anne Brodin. 

Traditional Service 8:30 am  
   9/5     Pending 
   9/12   Pending 
   9/19   Pending 
   9/26   Pending  
Contemporary 10:45 am 
   9/5     Pending 
   9/12   Pending 
   9/19   Pending 
   9/26   Pending 

Servers in September 
Head Usher: 

    5:30 pm (Sat.) Open 
   8:30 am (Sun.) Rich Killingsworth       
   10:45 am (Sun.) Jon Gross 

 Flowers & Bulletins: Shelly Grimm 

Altar Guild: Karen Jahn, Linette Jahn,  
                    Lori Huffman   

Lay Readers:  
-Saturday 5:30 pm – Lona Pinkall 
-Sunday 8:30 am – Judy Osbahr 
             10:45 am – Lindsey Kock 

Church Council Schedule:  
-Saturday Blended 5:30 pm 
   9/4     Bill Schwarten, Dave Schram 
   9/11  Lexie Frahm, Open  
   9/18   Becky Wagner, Open 
   9/25   Open  
 -Traditional 8:30 am   
   9/5     Rich Killingsworth, Darren Elliott 
   9/12   Rich Killingsworth, Becky Wagner 
   9/19   Rich Killingsworth, Bill Schwarten 
 9/26   Larry Rippe, David Schram  
-Contemporary 10:45 am 
   9/5     Open 
   9/12   Open 
   9/19   Darren Elliott, Open 
 9/26   Becky Wagner, Darren Elliott 

Acolytes: www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0 
             a44acad29a5f58-aprilmay1    

-Saturday Blended 5:30 pm 
   9/4 Elliot Reece, Emilia Reece 
   9/11   Soren Frahm, Stella Frahm 
   9/18   Lexi Wagner, Open  
 9/25 Landon Shea, Ainsley Shea  
-Traditional 8:30 am 
 9/5     Open  
   9/12   Bennett Wolverton, Brady Wolverton 
   9/19   Kynlee North, Open 
 9/26   Lexi Wagner, Open 
-Contemporary 10:45 am  
   9/5     Luke Mefford, Open  
   9/12   Allie Keasling, Carsten Slusher 
   9/19   Reese Johnson, Myla Johnson 
 9/26   Tristian Wright, Tatum Wright 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0
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Anna Stednitz 9/2 
Matt Anderson 9/3 
Monica Gissler 9/4 
Kirk Liermann 9/5 
Klaus Langmaack 9/5 
Kyle Naber 9/5 
Marissa Wilderdyke 9/5 
Delores Armstrong 9/6 
Brody Parks 9/8 
Robert Roseland 9/8 
Conrad Pfeffer 9/9 
Gregory Schnack 9/9 
Joy Vodicka 9/9 
Stephanie Kersten 9/11 
Steven Norman 9/11 
Kynlee North 9/12 

DeeAnn Hartman 9/15 
Emily Sponsel 9/15 
Karen Jahn 9/15 
Shannon Buster 9/15 
Jennifer Bush 9/16 
James Sykes 9/17 
Joan Bohling 9/17 
Judy Dietrich 9/17 
Camden Parks 9/19 
Denise Osborn 9/21 
Jon Gross 9/22 
Deb Mindrup 9/23 
Jon Waller 9/23 
Madeline Galaska 9/23 
Cory VanBlarcom 9/24 
Jason Schnell 9/24 

LeRoy Hoyer 9/24 
Heather Parks 9/26 
Miriam Schlechte 9/26 
Blake Grimm 9/27 
Bryce Grimm 9/27 
Carol Ehlers 9/27 
Dennis Tresca 9/27 
Marc Feala 9/27 
Monique Holstein 9/27 
Jim Eichner 9/28 
Miles Cradduck 9/28 
Amy Joyce 9/29 
Brian Rongisch 9/29 
Beth Rippe 9/30 
LaRene Walker 9/30 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Jon and Renee Gross 9/1 37 
Mark and Keri Cradduck 9/2 16 
Jim and Val Kwasniewski 9/3 33 
Todd and Birgit Schlechte 9/6 24 
Steve and Diane Bergman 9/7 53 
Ryan and Kari Bergsten 9/7 19 
Kevin and Linda Karas 9/9 32 
Richard and Nancy Ayer 9/11 61 
Jimm and Karen Murray 9/12 51 
John and Jennifer Dietrich 9/13   2 

Phillip and Sugi Galaska 9/13 26 
Bryan and Jeanne Ralston 9/14 25 
Steve and Nicole Stamm 9/15 20 
Larry and Cindy Henning 9/19 40 
David and Bonnie Essen 9/20 41 
Monique Holstein and 
Lucky Lemming 9/21 2 
Ryan and Alison Tickner 9/22 20 
Andrew and Amy Rongisch 9/27 24 

 
 
 
 

 Name                                            Date       Years  Name                                       Date    _ Years 
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ADS & OPPORTUNITIES 
THE RETURN OF F3 AT RELC 
Join us on Fridays in September from 7:00-9:00 
p.m. as we continue our time of Fridays, Firepits, 
and Fellowship. Please remember to bring your 
own beverages and chairs. Contact Becky Wagner 
if you are interested in hosting in October at 
402.932.9392 or beckywag@gmail.com. 

September 10:  Kris & Becky Wagner’s House 
                             20024 Covington Circle, Gretna 
                             (Kids Welcome) 
September 17:  Resurrection Church, Gretna 
                             153 South McKenna Ave. 
                             Hosted by the OWLs 
                             (Adults Only & No Alcohol) 

HETRA’s 20th ANNUAL FUNDRAISER 
Blue Jeans & Dreams Benefit 

          The HETRA Barn 
  Saturday, September 11th  
                5:00 p.m. 

Join us for a night of food, fun, games, and 
horses.  Your attendance is guaranteed to 
change lives!  Tickets are $100/seat and 
available for purchase at www.HETRA.org.   

RELC CAFÉ RE-OPENING  
The RECL café re-opens on 
September 12th. Stop by for some 
donuts, coffee, and conversation.  

Everyone is welcome to join us. 

GRETNA COMMUNITY BLOOD MOBILE  
The Gretna Community Blood Drive 
will be at St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 
on Monday, September 13, from 12:00-
6:00 p.m. Please contact Marty Stednitz 

at 402-332-3840, if you have any questions. To 
schedule an appointment call:  1-800-redcross 
or visit redcrossblood.org and enter: Gretna NE 
to schedule your appt. 

PROJECT HOPE – H OT CIDER HUSTLE 
Half Marathon & 5K Run Walk 
     Skutt Catholic High School 
                 October 10th  

Project Hope Food Pantry is the official Charity 
for this event! Register to participate in the race 
@ NebraskaRuns.com and receive 10% off your 
fee by using the promo code: Hope10. 

PROJECT HOPE – BREAD FOR LIFE BRUNCH 
You are cordially invited to 
attend our inaugural event on 
Sunday, September 26th at the 
Omaha Scottish Rite Masonic 

Center, located at 202 S. 20th Street in Omaha.  
This event called “Bread for Life” is a brunch and 
will begin at 11:30 a.m. with Mimosas and a 
silent auction, followed by a brunch and event 
program.  The keynote speaker this year will be 
Dr. Reverend James McDaniels, pastor of Hope 
Lutheran Church in the 1980’s. 

Please make your reservations by September 1st. 
The cost for this event is $50/person, $300/table 
of 6,  and $500/2 tables of 6. You can pick up a 
registration form on the table by the courtyard 
or contact Veda Keebler at projecthope.exec 
director@gmail.com. 

RAISING SPIRITS-CAMPUS LUTHERAN 
Lutheran Campus Ministry-Kearney 

Come raise spirits as we build up 
our ministry! Join us on Saturday, 
September 18th from 5-7 p.m. at 
our building in Kearney at 2715 9th 

Ave. The evening will include silent and live 
auctions, hors d’oeuvres, wine tasting provided 
by The Alley Rose with an exploration of the 
spirituality of wine with Pastor Elisabeth, and 
live music by local band The Shockitanos/Mike 
& Diane Sciachitano Duo. The price is $50/person 
online in advance: givebutter.com/raisingspirits 
or $55/person at the door. 

OWLS PATIO GET-TOGETHER (F3) 
Everyone is invited to join 
the OWLs for a fun patio get 
together on the green space 

at RELC on Friday, September 17th from 7:00-
9:00 p.m.  Bring your lawn chair, munchies to 
share, and your own (non-alcoholic) beverage.  
Let’s have some fun playing lighted croquet, 
horseshoes, and cornhole.  

http://www.hetra.org/
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On September 28th, we will be having 
dinner at Spaghetti Works in 
Ralston on 8416 Park Drive at 6:00 
p.m. The meal will include an 

entrée, salad, garlic bread, and non-alcoholic 
drink, + tip and tax for $18.42 each. Those 
planning to meet and leave from the church 
should be at the church and ready to depart by 
5:15 p.m. 
NEW ADULT FORUM 

October is a month of Reformation 
and examination! As such we invite 
you into a time of consideration of 
your prayer practices to answer the 
following questions; why, what, and 

how do you pray? Sessions will be held on Sundays 
from October 10th to the 24th at 9:45 a.m. Our 
resource for this forum will be the book 50 Ways 
to Pray by Blythe, though all needed resources 
for our conversation will be provided. 

THEOLOGY ON TAP 
 Anyone over 21 is invited to join us 
on the first Tuesday of each month 
at Lansky’s on 16918 Morgan Ave., 
Ste. 1, Gretna (168th & hwy. 370).  

Feel free to bring a friend and enjoy some 
fellowship time together. 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
“Awakening to a Grand New Day” 

The Women of Resurrection will 
meet on September 21st at 9:00 
a.m. at church for Bible study 
and fellowship.  Please join us as 
we renew friendships again. 

THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS 
 Thank you to all our Thrivent 
participants that have included 
Resurrection as a benefactor of 
your Thrivent Choice Dollars.  If you 

would like to include Resurrection as your 
Thrivent Choice recipient, you can visit thrivent.com/ 
thriventchoice or call 1-800-847-4836 and when 
prompted, say “Thrivent Choice.”  

2021 Thrivent Choice Dollars Donated:  $687.00 

2021 LAY READERS NEEDED 
If you love to read and are 
available for our Saturday, 5:30 
p.m. or Sunday, 8:30 a.m. or 10:45 
a.m. worship service, we need you.  

We are looking for individuals to read two lessons 
during our worship services for one month. 
Please go to our July-December sign-up at: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f054da4a
62fa4f85-layreaders1  Thank you for your help! 

2021 FLOWER/BULLETIN SIGN UP 
           SIGN-UP NOW!!     
Please consider signing up for altar 
flowers and bulletins for 2021. Go 
to our sign-up genius at https://www. 

signupgenius.com/go/30e0a44acad29a5f58-altar  
or call the church office to get signed up today 
at 402-332-3383.  The suggested donation for 
bulletin sponsorship is $20. If you are ordering 
from Town & Country, you will need to stop by 
the church to pick up the flower liners/stand 
and take them to Town & Country to fill M-F, 9-
5:30.  They will no longer be picking up the 
liners to fill with flowers.  If they do not have the 
liners, they won’t be able to make the flower 
arrangements for you. Please bring a container 
with you to transport them home after the late 
service.  Thank you for your kindness. 

RELC QUILTERS  
The RELC Quilters group will 
be meeting on the 2nd & 4th 
Tuesday of every month in the 
café.  

If you have any unused cotton or cotton blend 
fabric or sheets (size of quilt squares), please 
consider donating these items to help to defray 
the costs of our donated quilts. Contact Judy Feit 
or Susan Clegg with questions. 

FOLLOWERS OF CHRIST PRISON MINISTRY 
If you’re interested in being a 
part of the prison ministry 
program, contact Scott Drews if 
you would like more information 

at 402-670-8259 or sdrews@bhhc.com.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f054da4a62fa4f85-layreaders1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f054da4a62fa4f85-layreaders1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0a44acad29a5f58-altar
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0a44acad29a5f58-altar
mailto:sdrews@bhhc.com
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PRAYER REQUESTS  
If you would like us to pray for you 
or someone you know, please fill 
out the prayer sheet in your bulletin, 
send the office an email, or give the 

office a call to give your church family the 
opportunity to add it to their daily prayers!!!  If 
you are going into the hospital, be sure and let 
the office know so that we can be there for you 
with prayerful support. All prayer requests will 
be added to the bulletin for one month only, 
unless you contact us to let us know that further 
prayers are needed.  God bless you! 

GRETNA TOASTMASTER’S CLUB 
Would you like to be more 
comfortable speaking to a group, 
large or small?  Would you benefit 
from being a more confident 

leader?  Toastmasters is an international 
organization that will help you reach those 
goals in a fun and supportive atmosphere. 
Contact Janel Asche (janelasche1@gmail.com) for 
more information. 

AREA 41: AA-GRETNA FRIDAY NIGHT GROUP 
Each day thousands of people are 
diagnosed with alcohol-related 
problems. Thousands more die 
from these ailments. Well, they don't 

have to.  At Alcoholics Anonymous meetings in 
Gretna, NE you will find help, support and self-
empowerment from a group of people who 
were once; or still are but are making it through, 
alcohol addiction. Are you an addict or are 
suffering from an alcohol-related ailment? 

Join us on Friday nights at 8:00 p.m. in the café at 
Resurrection Lutheran Church in Gretna.  Enter 
through the north doors.  We are here for you. 

GRETNA NEIGHBORS FOOD PANTRY 
The pantry will continue with our "open pantry 
hours" the first and third Saturday morning of 
each month from 9-11 a.m. and the second 
Wed. evening of the month from 6-7 p.m.  

 

The next open pantry dates are as follows: 
Saturday, September 4th       
9-11 a.m. 
Wednesday, September 8th    
6-7 p.m. 
Saturday, September 18th       
9-11 a.m. 

NO CLIENTS WILL BE ALLOWED TO ENTER 
THE PANTRY UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE.  
Only Gretna Neighbors board members and 
trained volunteers will be allowed inside to 
protect the safety of everyone involved. 

PROJECT HOPE FOOD PANTRY  
Our church supports the Project 
Hope Food Pantry.  Drop off all 
items at the Outreach Corner.  
Monetary donations can be 
sent to:  Project Hope, Inc., 

6201 N. 60th Street, Omaha, NE 68104 or go to 
projecthopeomaha.org to make an online donation. 
We are now accepting clothing donations. These 
donations of GENTLY used clothing can be 
delivered at the lower east door on Tuesday or 
Thursday between 11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

Food Needs: 
Canned Meat such as chicken, tuna, salmon, 
sardines, and etc., fruit Items including canned 
fruits, dried fruits, fruit juice, and fruit snacks, 
canned soup, spaghetti noodles and other 
pastas, ramen noodles, cereal, microwave popcorn, 
small bottles of vegetable oil, flour and sugar, 
coffee and tea bags 

Personal Care & Household Needs: 
shampoo, conditioner, body wash, deodorant, 
toothpaste, toothbrushes, hand soap & hand 
sanitizer, sunscreen, bug repellent, band-aids, 
Clorox wipes, small bottles of liquid dish soap & 
small bottles of laundry detergent, dusting spray 
& floor cleaners 

Paper Products & Baby/Clothing Needs:   
toilet paper, facial tissue, paper towels, diapers & 
pullups size 6 and baby wipes 

mailto:janelasche1@gmail.com
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Collect Family Fare Receipts 
Direct Your Dollars is a receipt-based 

program sponsored by the 
Family Fare stores.  You can help 
us raise money simply by doing 

something you do each week - going to the 
grocery store.  Send your entire receipt to 
Project Hope. 

RELC – WAYS TO GIVE YOUR OFFERINGS 

               MAIL 
 
Resurrection Evangelical Lutheran Church 
153 S McKenna Avenue, Gretna, NE 68028 

Please include your designation (general, building, 
memorial) in the memo line of your check to 
ensure it goes to area you would like it to go to. 

 
TEXT 
 

Text to 402-875-6081 and type $amount (eg $10) 
in the message to set up a one-time or recurring 
donation. 

            ONLINE 

Visit www. Relchurch.net 
Click the Vanco symbol to set up a one time 
or recurring donation 

SEND US YOUR PICTURES  
If you have any pictures you’d like 
included in the Messenger or on 
Facebook, please email them to the 
office. We’d enjoy seeing what your 

team is doing or what’s happening in your groups. 
PLEASE NOTE – IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO ENSURE THAT YOU HAVE 
PERMISSION OF ALL PEOPLE WITHIN YOUR PHOTOS TO SHARE ON SOCIAL 
MEDIA OUTLETS BEFORE SUBMITTING. WE WANT TO SHARE THESE MEMORIES 
BUT ALSO RESPECT THE PRIVACY OF OTHERS. 

PRAYER SHAWL GROUP  
If you knit or crochet, or would like 
to learn, you are invited to join the 
RELC Prayer Shawl Group!  We create 
shawls that are available for anyone 

in our congregation to be distributed to friends 
or family going through a personal crisis, whether it 

is illness, loss or other concern.  We also have 
some cancer hats and “prayer squares” available!  
Blankets for our newly baptized little ones are also 
made by our members!  If you have any questions 
or would like to be involved in making some of 
these items, contact Karen Hitz at 402-212-2589. 

*If you know of someone who is in need of a 
prayer shawl, prayer square or cancer hat at this 
time, please call the office at 402-332-3383. 

SAVE YOUR LABELS!  
The Local and World Service team is 
collecting Best Choice labels.  The 
money raised will be donated to Gretna 

Neighbors and Project Hope.  Just purchase Best 
Choice products (locally at McKinney’s and Super 
Saver), cut out the UPC code with Best Choice 
written above it, and place in the box by the 
food donation corner with the yellow shelving. 

We are collecting box tops for education.  
Please trim the edges and drop them 
in the box in food donation corner. 

ALUMINUM CAN COLLECTION!  
Bring your empty cans to the container 
outside of the west door of the 
church-in the alley. We please ask 

that you do not crush them.  The can needs to 
be visible for refund purposes. The proceeds 
will go to Least of My Brethren. 

SAVE YOUR POP TABS! 
The Ronald McDonald house is still 
collecting pop tabs.  Please drop off 
your tabs by the food donation corner 
with the yellow shelving.  Your tabs will 
help cover costs that support families  

with a seriously ill or injured child. 
 

CELEBRATION OF BAPTISM 
Congratulations to Casey and April 
Schwery on the baptism of their sons, 
Kason James Schwery and Reid David 

Schwery.  Kason and Reid were baptized on 
August 22nd.  The Sponsor for Kason and Reid is 
Clint Schwery.  We welcome Kason James and 

 Donate  
      or  
Pay Here 

 

http://www/
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Reid David into our church family as baptized 
Children of God. 
------------------------------------------------------ 

Congratulations to Todd Hall on his 
baptism here at Resurrection on 
August 15th.  We welcome Todd into 

our church family as a baptized Child of God. 

A NOTE OF THANKS 
Thank you to everyone who 
purchased, donated, sewed, and 
crocheted for our LWR Baby Care 
Kits.  They will be sent off in 

November to help families with babies all 
around the world. 
A huge thank you to Kim Mefford for her 
donation of kitchen supplies.  We appreciate 
your thoughtfulness. 
----------------------------------------------------- 
The Local & World Service Team would like to 
thank you for all of your support to help those 
in need of supplies at the Omaha VA.  Your 
generosity and support of our local veterans 
means so much to them.  Thank you! 
----------------------------------------------------- 
Dear Resurrection Members 

It is with great appreciation that I write to thank 
you for your continued support with your 
donation of food and clothing, both filling a 
grocery cart delivered to Project Hope, Inc. on 
July 13th.  Your donations help us provide much 
needed help to those who come to us for 
assistance and hope. 

Project Hope is proud that we are able to offer 
our clients food, clothing, and personal care 
items at no cost and that is because of the 
donations such as yours from local churches 
and organization. 

Your generosity allows us to serve the hungry 
and those in need during difficult times.  Thank 
you so much for choosing to support Project 
Hope and our mission 

-Blessings to you, Veda Keebler, Exec. Director 

Dear Resurrection 

I want to thank everyone who took time out of 
their day to make dinner for us after my fall.  
We enjoyed it all and greatly appreciated it. 
Thank you all again. 

-Marie (and Lloyd ����) Lemke 
 

FROM THE OFFICE 
 
 

 
The office will be on closed 9/6 
*Check out the Communication Schedule 
located on the south bulletin board to see 
when information is due to the office. 

OCTOBER MESSENGER ARTICLES ARE DUE: 
• Wednesday, September 15th by 12:00 p.m. 

BULLETIN ANNOUCEMENTS ARE DUE: 
• Wednesday morning by 10:00 a.m. 

---------------------------------------------------- 
NEW MEMBER CLASSES  
When:  September 5, 12, 19, & 26 
Time:  9:30 a.m. (Conference Room) 

If you are interested in becoming a member of 
RELC, please join us for our new member classes 
every Sunday in September.  All new members 
will be received at our 10:45 a.m. service on 
September 26th. There will be a reception given in 
your honor between services on this day as well. 
We welcome you to our RELC family! 
------------------------------------------------------- 
OUR COMMUNICATION APP! 

 
 

This app allows us to communicate about 
emergency cancellations. Enter this link into 
your browser https://band.us/n/a3ae23c8A9i3b 
or scan the QR code to join and be the first to 
know about any schedule changes due to 
severe weather or other emergencies! 

https://band.us/n/a3ae23c8A9i3b
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OPPORTUNTIES WITHIN RELC 
The following opportunities are available NOW! 
Paid Positions: 

• Part-Time Worship Service Accompanist 
Contact: Matt@singomaha.org 

Volunteer Needs: 
• Ushers Need for Saturday, 5:30 p.m. Worship 

Contact: theoffice@relchurch.net 
• Chair Set-Up Helpers, Once a month 

Contact: theoffice@relchurch.net 
• Lay Reader Coordinator & Readers 

Contact: theoffice@relchurch.net 
• Sunday School Teachers/Substitute 

Teachers for year 2021-2022  
Contact: theoffice@relchurch.net 

• Sound Board Technician, PowerPoint 
Assistant, Electric Guitarist  
Contact: Matt@singomaha.org 

-----------------------------------------------------
September BIBLE MEMORY VERSE  
                                      Philippians 4:4 
                                           4Rejoice in the Lord always.  
                                     I will say it again:  
                                              Rejoice. 
-------------------------------------------------  

Beginning in September, our 
exercise classes will again be in 
session.  We are asking you for 

your help after the 10:45 a.m. worship service.  
We will need to pick up 75% of the chairs that 
are set up and put them in an order of seating 
for the exercise classes.  There is always a leader 
there to show you how to do it.  We appreciate 
all your help.  “Many hands make light work.” 
----------------------------------------------------- 
Afghan members of our Christian family treasure 
our prayers during this time of upheaval and 
violence. Here are some specific ways you can 
pray for them: 

1. PRAY FOR GOD’S PROTECTION. The 
situation on the ground is fluid right now. 
Pray for God’s protection over His people. 

2. PRAY FOR WISDOM. Ask God to bless our 
brothers and sisters with discernment as they 
decide whether to stay or go and even with 
whom they should talk. 

3. PRAY FOR FELLOWSHIP. Believers in 
Afghanistan often must keep their faith a 
secret — even from family members. Pray 
that God will help each Afghan believer to 
connect and fellowship with at least one 
other believer in person, by phone or through 
some other technology. Pray that God will 
remind them that they are not alone, but are 
part of the global body of Christ. 

4. PRAY FOR SAFE PASSAGE. Pray that God 
will provide safe passage to those who feel 
led by God to leave Afghanistan and provide 
for their immediate needs in their new location. 

5. PRAY THAT MUSLIMS WILL MEET CHRIST.  
The Taliban claim to be “true Muslims,” 
strictly adhering to Sharia (Islamic law). As 
Muslims in Afghanistan see this cruel face of 
Islam, pray that they will be drawn to Jesus 
Christ, the shepherd Savior who doesn’t 
oppress but instead chose to lay down His 
life for His sheep. 

6. PRAY FOR CHRISTIANS TRYING TO HELP.  
For decades, we have provided help and 
encouragement to Christians in Afghanistan. 
Pray for the wisdom of front-line workers, 
and pray that God will open new pathways 
for them to continue their work under 
Taliban control. 

THANK YOU for standing with our Afghan 
brothers and sisters during this volatile time. 
                        Prayer from: Voice of the Martyrs 
----------------------------------------------------- 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Whether you work in a job or run a home business, 
Labor Day was created to honor and celebrate 
the social and economic achievements of 
American workers.  

Have a relaxing Labor Day on Sept. 6th   Thank 
you to everyone who helps make America great! 

mailto:Matt@singomaha.org
mailto:theoffice@relchurch.net
mailto:theoffice@relchurch.net
mailto:theoffice@relchurch.net
mailto:theoffice@relchurch.net
mailto:Matt@singomaha.org
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I (Becky) am a lifelong member of Resurrection! I was baptized here in 1978 and have many fond 
memories growing up of VBS, teaching Sunday School and Luther League (Sr High Youth Group). RELC 
has been the foundation of my faith from a very young age! I was less active in the church throughout 
my college and early adult years, but started attending regularly again once Mallory Jean made her 
grand appearance in 2009. Mallory was also baptized here that same year. Over the last several years, I 
have served on Church Council and help teach large group lessons during Sunday School and VBS, in 
addition to participating in a few committees here and there.  

I have worked DLR Group (an international design firm in architecture, engineering, planning and 
interiors) for almost 18 years. I am currently the Chief Financial Officer, but have also served in the 
Controller role throughout my time there. Mallory is a 7th grader at Aspen Creek Middle School. Mallory 
is on the Fusion Dance Competition Team where her favorite dance style is contemporary/lyrical and we 
are sooooo thankful to have competed again this year after most of it was cancelled during covid. 
Mallory has also played softball for the last couple of summers which has been a great new experience 
for her! Mallory is my favorite hobby, but outside of her I enjoy scrapbooking, reading, and following 
most things volleyball (especially the Huskers and Bluejays!) 

Mallory and I are blessed to be surrounded by our extended family and we enjoy spending time with 
them and all of our wonderful friends, especially cheering my niece and all my nephews on in all of their 
activities. We are extremely thankful for the love and support of our family at Resurrection and all of the 
connections we have made throughout the years, and look forward to a time we can congregate in 
masses again!  

FEATURE FAMILY OF THE MONTH 

THE  Schnack  
Family 

Becky, Mallory & Family 
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Contact Information 
Pastor James Sells 
     In the office: T-F, 9am-3pm 
  Tuesday-Thursday by appointment 
    402-759-6347 
  PastorJames@relchurch.net  
Ms. Hannah Grove 
         In the office: Fri, 8am-4pm & Sat, 11am-7pm 
       Tuesday, Wednesday, Sunday by appointment 
  402-983-2456 
  Hannah.Grove@relchurch.net  
Office Hours 
  9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., Monday-Friday 
Church Phone Number 
  402-332-3383 
Email Address for Church 
  theoffice@relchurch.net 
Church Website 
  www.relchurch.net 

   A PRAYER FOR SEPTEMBER, for morning- 
Show me your ways, O Lord, and teach me 
your paths. (Ps. 25:4, ELW) 

Christ be with me:  in you I am never alone. 
Christ within me:  your Spirit is at work in me. 
Christ behind me:  reassure me when I struggle. 
Christ before me:  lead me when I am uncertain. 
Christ beneath me:  support me when I am weak. 
Christ above me:  encourage me to do my best. 
Christ in quiet:  I listen for the sound of your voice. 
Christ in danger:  I will not fear, for you are with me. 

You may make a sign of the cross. 

In all things, O God, you are our way, our truth, 
and our life.  Teach me to love you and my 
neighbors as myself.  I as this in Jesus’ name.  
Amen. 

                   ELCA, Daily Prayers and Blessings 

Return Service Requested 

RESURRECTION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
153 S McKenna Ave. 
Gretna, Nebraska 68028 

mailto:PastorJames@relchurch.net
mailto:Hannah.Grove@relchurch.net
mailto:theoffice@relchurch.net
http://www.relchurch.net/

	September is Healthy Aging Month, an annual health observance to focus national attention on the positive aspects of growing older.  This is a time for adults over 45 (well, all of us really) to focus on their physical, mental, social, and financial w...
	 Get caught up on your preventive healthcare-  these routine visits and screening exams save lives!
	 Nurture your spirit- take a 15-minute walk, spend a few minutes in quiet contemplation with God, share a random act of kindness, visit with a friend.  Having a healthy spirit also improves our physical health!
	 Take time to unwind- Chronic stress is a major cause of illness and chronic disease.  Here are some activities to try:
	o Breath prayer- here’s an example:
	 Inhale.  Fill your whole self with breath
	 Feel air in your lungs.  Then say, “Lord Jesus, my Savior”
	 As you exhale slowly and fully, say, “Thank you for your endless love”
	 Then repeat.  Try to breathe through this prayer for 5 quiet minutes.
	 **You can use whatever phrases or prayer that is meaningful to you.
	o Move your body- physical activity is a great antidote to stress.
	 Turn on the music and dance while you are cleaning, working outside, making dinner, or just having fun with loved ones
	 Pull a few weeds in your yard- you’ll forget your other cares when your mind is focused on the beauty around you
	 Look online for a free physical activity class to try- there’s something for everyone!
	 Set aside a few minutes every day to do something that brings you joy
	o Read a book that’s been on your list
	o Find a daily devotional that feeds your spirit
	o Watch a show or movie that will make you smile
	o Volunteer for an organization that is meaningful to you
	o Call a friend or loved one
	Collect Family Fare Receipts Direct Your Dollars is a receipt-based program sponsored by the Family Fare stores.  You can help us raise money simply by doing something you do each week - going to the grocery store.  Send your entire receipt to Project...
	RELC – WAYS TO GIVE YOUR OFFERINGS
	THANK YOU for standing with our Afghan brothers and sisters during this volatile time.
	Prayer from: Voice of the Martyrs -----------------------------------------------------

