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 MESSENGER  

  

Youth & Congregational  

Life Director 
Hello Resurrection Family!  

The summer is going by quickly and before we know it, it’ll be time for 

midweek programming to start up again! Since starting in my position in 

June, I’ve only had the chance to meet with the Underground for regular 

meetings three times. As stated in last month’s article, the first two were 

primarily business, but this past meeting we were able to start a service 

project. The Underground will be writing letters to residents at the Oxbow 

Living Center in Ashland who do not get to see or hear from their families 

often. We wrote our first letters at our meeting on July 7th and are eagerly 

waiting for replies! I hope to send a new round of letters about once a month. 

 At the end of June, I had the pleasure of joining the youth on our mission 

trip to Alamosa, Colorado. We had nine high school youth attend and two 

parent volunteers (thank you Tammy and Brian!) along with Pastor James 

and me. Our youth were incredibly hard-working and dedicated to the tasks 

we were given. The first three days of service were spent scraping and 

painting a fence for an elderly couple. The youth were determined to finish 

and even elected to stay late on the third day. On our last day of service, we 

went to the Boys’ and Girls’ Club and pulled weeds in their parking lot and 

playground. We learned that it is illegal to have weeds growing on your 

property in Alamosa and that you can be fined. The second half of the last 

day we were given some much needed rest and baked cookies to send to a 

senior living facility in the area. Thank you so much to everyone who 

attended or supported the mission trip! 

 Just this past week we held a lock-in for the senior high youth. I was so glad 

to see two incoming freshmen participate! The lock-in was house cup 

themed (from Harry Potter) and we spent our time playing games and in 

competition to win the house cup. My congratulations go to the Ravenclaws, 

who won the competition! I had a lot of fun getting to know the youth 

even better at the lock-in and I’m looking forward to seeing them at even 

more events in the future! 
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CHURCHWIDE NEWS 

HOY 

 

 

 
 

 At the end of July, we will have a VBS kick-off 

carnival at the church followed by a hot dog roast 

and a campout at the Galaska’s. I hope I’ll see many 

of you there! Directly following the carnival, we will 

have a week of VBS, which I will give a report on 

in next month’s Messenger. We will also have two 

more weeks of confirmation camp out at Carol 

Joy Holling. I’m looking forward to going out 

there and getting to know even more of the youth.  

 I will be posting regular hours for the fall in the 

next edition of the Messenger. If you’d like to 

come visit with me or discuss anything, I’d be 

happy to see you! Please reach out to me at my 

church email, hannah.grove@relchurch.net, in 

order to schedule a time to meet with me! 

Hannah Grove 

 

 
Could COVID-19 be a memory for RELC???  I 

hope so.  As you read this you are probably 

already aware that all previous protocols have 

been abolished and we are back to “normal” 

beginning August 1st.  Hallelujah!!!  But we will 

continue to monitor the landscape and take any 

necessary precautions that may arise in the future. 

Another successful VBS is behind us.  I hope you 

had a chance to either participate in or at least 

come by the church to see what all took place 

during that week.  The church was once again 

transformed into a Treasure wonderland for the 

kids to learn and enjoy, meals prepared for the 

kids and volunteers to eat, and indoor/outdoor 

games played as well.  It amazes me how much 

time (hundreds of volunteer hours), effort and 

resources that go into making this event possible 

every year and every year we wonder right up to 

the day before if we will have enough volunteers 

to make it happen.  On behalf of the church 

council, I want to thank each and every one of 

our volunteers, staff and those that made 

contributions for making another successful 

Vacation Bible School. 

The church’s Fall kickoff is just around the corner.  

As final programming plans are laid out, think 

about where you can or what can you do to 

help?  Remember, it takes a village!!! 

Respectfully submitted, 

Bill Schwarten, Council President

 
 

 

NEBRASKA SYNOD SUNDAY 

August 29, 2021 

In 1858, a missionary 

Pastor Henry Coons, from 

the Allegheny Synod in 

Pennsylvania made his way 

west of the Mississippi, to the territory of Nebraska.   

Not yet a state, Nebraska was a quickly changing 

landscape as new migrants arrived, some passing 

through land further west, others settling down 

to homestead. At the same time, the native 

peoples of the plains were increasingly being 

pushed out by those same migrants and the U. S. 

government and hanging in the air was the 

volatile politics of the country only three years 

ahead of the civil war, the fate of nearly four 

million enslaved people of African descent in 

question.  It was in this context, that Pr. Coons 

mailto:hannah.grove@relchurch.net
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arrived and planted the first Lutheran congregations 

here that would eventually become the 

Nebraska Synod.   

It was a time of rapid change, moving people, 

ugly politics, hope, and dread of what the 

future might bring.  A country on the brink of 

war.  What does it mean that Pr. Coons started 

our first Lutheran churches in such a time, in 

such a context as this?  Today at this synod, we 

are beginning a year-long commemoration of 

150 years together as the Nebraska Synod of 

the ELCA and our predecessor Lutheran bodies. 

And this important milestone begs several 

questions.  What does it mean to be a synod 

and where have we come from and where are 

we going in the future and most important of 

all, where do we see the holy spirit at work in 

our long story of being church together?  

When we look back at the past, we find much 

to celebrate, congregations started, buildings 

erected, babies baptized, word of God preached, 

the hungry fed, and yet we also recognize the 

painful moments of our shared past. Times when 

the farm economy busted, congregations closed, 

the people of the church schism, and even 

stumble in mission.  Starting today and for the 

coming year, a senate anniversary committee of 

volunteers will be organizing resources to help 

us explore our story as synod through the lens 

of faith.  We will providing leaders and 

congregations with the tools you need to explore 

your own local histories and discern how that 

story shapes the story of the church today and 

most important of all we will spend a year offering 

our thanks and praise to the holy spirit who 

called our ancestors through the gospel, 

enlightened them with her gifts, made them 

holy, and kept them in the true faith, just as we 

give thanks that the spirit is doing the same for 

us now.  We hope that all the people and 

congregations that make up our Nebraska 

Synod will participate in this year of faithful 

storytelling.  Together we will seek to better 

understand ourselves and where God is leading 

us into the future.  

---------------------------------------------------- 

 

Join us for our building dedication worship 

service & reception on Sunday August 8 at 3:00 

p.m. Our address is Lutheran Center, 535 N. 16th 

St., Lincoln, NE.  Please RSVP at 

https://thelutherancenter.org/august-8-

building-dedication-rsvp/?blm_aid=45241 

---------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

WELCOME BACK BBQ!   

All new and returning students are invited to a 

“Welcome Back BBQ” at our new Lutheran 

Center on the UNL campus on Saturday, 

August 21st, from 5:30-8:00 p.m. Bring your 

appetite and enjoy some tasty burgers, 

hotdogs, veggie burgers, and side dishes.  We 

look forward to seeing you soon.

 
 

https://thelutherancenter.org/august-8-building-dedication-rsvp/?blm_aid=45241
https://thelutherancenter.org/august-8-building-dedication-rsvp/?blm_aid=45241
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SISTER CONGREGATION 

       Concordia 

        Lutheran 

         Church 

       Concord, Nebraska 

At the NE ELCA Synod Assembly, we chose 

Concordia Lutheran Church in Concord, NE as 

our sister congregation in Nebraska.   

Most people do not know where Concord is.  

They are in the Northeast about 40 miles west 

of South Sioux City and 12 miles north of Wayne.   

Old Business includes: The list of memorial 

money suggestion letter has been provided to 

Andrea Johnson and Vicar. The new member 

welcome will be part of Rally Sunday in September.  

Meal to be provided by council. A $250 donation 

was made to Eunice Diediker following her 

house fire from our relief friends. We need to 

follow up with Father-Son event.  Seems likely 

it will need to be done at a later date. 

New Business includes: We received a thank 

you from NLOM and the recipient of the camp 

scholarship of $500 made by Concordia. Council 

approved a donation of $250 to World Hunger’s 

COVID relief effort to raise $125K.  The Ice Cream 

Social will take place as usual in July.  We need 

ice cream and pie makers!  We need to start a 

list of ideas for upcoming September 12th, God’s 

Work. Our Hands. Sunday.  Council will be 

following up after reviewing reports, etc. on 

enrolling in the Vanco Online Giving software. 

To read more about Concordia, please go to: 

https://www.concordialutheranelca.com/. 

 

SEED TEAM  
SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Our new Sunday School year is 

just around the corner.  Please 

add Rally Sunday to your calendar 

on September 12th. Watch for 

more details of the upcoming 

Sunday School year by email and 

postcards.  We would love to see more of our 

students join us.   

“Let the little children come to me, and do not 

hinder them for the kingdom of heaven belongs 

to such as these.”  Matthew 19:14 

---------------------------------------------------- 

Back to School “Blessing” 

Join us on August 7th & 8th at our 

worship services for a special 

“blessing” of your backpack, 

school bag, or briefcase before 

you head back to school.  Bring them with you 

to worship service and we will give you a special 

“blessing” tag to add to it.   

------------------------------------------------------- 

LAMBS PROGRAMMING (1st-5th Grade) 

Watch for details on our Lambs 

programming at the end of summer.  

Have a safe and fun summer.    

---------------------------------------------------- 

Acolyting 4th-8th Grade Students: 

All students grades 4th-8th are 

invited to sign up for acolyting at 

our Saturday and Sunday worship 

services.  To sign up for our 

acolyte services please go to our sign up at: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0a44acad 

29a5f58-aprilmay1.  

August 22nd, 9:30 a.m.-4th Gr. Acolyte training 

August 29th, 9:30 a.m.-4th-8th Gr. Acolyte 

refresh re-training 

----------------------------------------------------  

Thank you to everyone who came out to 

VBS this week.  We especially thank all of our 

volunteers, leaders, decorators, cooks, crafters, 

gamers, and parents.  The kids had a great 

time!  All the awesome decorations took us 

back to a time of “discovery” and we learned 

how we are “Treasured by God.”  Take a look at 

some of the fun that was had at this year’s 2021 

Vacation Bible School. 

“VBS Challenge” raised $686.86 for the Nebraska 

Synod Disaster Relief Fund-Omaha Storm Relief.  

They raised more than they planned, so Pr. James 

had to pet a snake as part of the challenge.  Good 

job, Pr. James! You are brave! 

https://www.concordialutheranelca.com/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0a44acad29a5f58-aprilmay1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0a44acad29a5f58-aprilmay1
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ENJOY THESE FUN PICTURES FROM VBS! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

---------------------------------------------------- 

CONFIRMATION 

6th through 8th Confirmation 2021-2022  

Thanks for the great year!  Watch for more 

details at the end of summer to see what great 

things are to come in our 2021-2022 year. 

SAVE THE DATE:  Confirmation – October 31st  
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Our 2021 Confirmation class will be confirmed 

on October 31st at our 10:45 a.m. service. Please 

add this to your calendar. 

August 18th, 6:30 p.m.-7th & 8th Gr. Confirmation 

meeting. 

August 25th, 7:00 p.m.-6th Gr. Confirmation 

meeting. 

---------------------------------------------------- 

Confirmation Camp has been a highlight for 

many of the kids this summer.  We are so 

excited that so many of our kids signed up to 

go and had a great time.  Hannah and Pr. 

James have enjoyed the weeks with your kids. 

 

UNDERGROUND ON WEDNESDAYS 7:00 PM 

All 9-12th grade students are invited to join us 

every Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. for the Youth 

Underground programming.  

Schedule: 

8/04: Wednesday, 7:00 p.m. 

          Youth Gathering Information 

          (Parents are encouraged to attend) 

8/11: Wednesday, 7:00 p.m. 

          Meeting/Activities 

8/25: Wednesday, 7:00 p.m.  

 Meeting/Activities 

August 25th, 6:00 p.m.-9th Grade Confirmation 

meeting 

---------------------------------------------------- 

The Youth Underground lock-in was a lot of fun.  

Thanks to our volunteers and to all the students 

that showed up for a night of fun and fellowship. 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

---------------------------------------------------- 

Thank you for all your support of our Youth 

Underground during our fun Carnival event on 

July 16th. We raised $170 to help with our next 

Underground trip.  We couldn’t do this without 

all of your support, so thank you for your 

continued support of our youth. 
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COLLEGE AGED MINISTRY & 

PROGRAMMING (CAMP) 
CAMP stands for College Aged Ministry Programs! 

This program is for anyone who has graduated 

from high school. All are welcome to attend 

(even if you decided that college wasn’t your 

post-high school plans! We want to connect 

with all of you)! 

Contact Lona Pinkall at 402-332-5057 if you’re 

interested in being added to this list.  

S.O.C.K Program 

Thanks to those who agreed to sponsor 

a student. We have matched up all the 

students who signed up with a sponsor 

and we know they appreciate that support. 

Plans for a December or early January gathering 

will be postponed until a safer time.  We will be 

closely monitoring Covid alert levels to determine 

when to proceed with an event. Thank you for 

your understanding. 

If you have any more questions, please contact 

Lona Pinkall at 402-332-5057. 

 

LOCAL & WORLD SERVICE 
TOGETHER A GREATER GOOD 

To date, our church TAGGers 

have raised more than $2000 for 

church projects sponsored by the 

Local & World Service Team.  

Download the app to your smartphone and 

choose RELC as the supported organization. 

You can also drop your receipts at the office. 

When you purchase from a TAGG business, it will 

donate up to 5% of your total purchase to RELC.  

The Local & World Service Team invites you 

to do the TAGG of the MONTH! 

                   AUGUST is  

            Runza Restaurant  

    12140 S. 216th Plaza, in Gretna 

They will donate 5% of your receipt. 

-------------------------------------------------------- 

LWST Meal Support and Caring Casseroles  

 In addition to the Local & World 

Service Team ministry of meal 

support and caring casseroles, 

Caring Meals are now also available.   

Caring Meals will work similar to a “Meal Train”.  

Caring Meals are a way of providing temporary 

meal support for our church family, perhaps 

those having just had surgery, coming home 

from being in rehab, or a serious illness.  Caring 

Meals will consist of a main dish and one side, 

which could be a vegetable, fruit, bread, or dessert.  

mailto:tyler.johnson@relchurch.net
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These meals could be provided once or twice a 

week, for up to 4 weeks. Please contact the church 

if you, or a family member, is in need of Caring Meals. 

The LSWT also invites members to utilize the 

Caring Casseroles stocked in the church's freezer. 

The casseroles are for members in need or for 

members to give to those in need outside our 

church family.  The church is open 8:00 a.m. to 

3:00 p.m. for you to stop by to pick one up. There 

is nothing to sign, just grab and deliver it to 

whomever is in need. Show someone you care 

with a specially prepared with care casserole. 

---------------------------------------------------- 

  SAVE THE DATE:  

FOR GOD’S WORK  

    OUR HANDS!! 

Gods work. Our hands. will be celebrated 

September 11-12 this year.  This day is an 

opportunity to celebrate who we are as the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America – one 

church, freed in Christ to serve and love our 

neighbor. Please see the bulletin in August for 

more details on service projects or ways to 

donate to show our support of GWOH. If you’d 

like to order t-shirts for this event, please watch 

for opportunities to order your shirt soon. We 

look forward to another year of celebrating this 

great event!  

-Local and World Service Team

 

WORSHIP & MUSIC TEAM 
PHASE II WORSHIP SERVICES 

Don’t miss hearing God’s word as 

Pr. James Sells shares the Gospel 

with us each week.  

The church and the church office are open during 

the week from 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 

The Church Council created a COVID Task 

Force (CTF) to research, evaluate and formulate 

updated COVID-19 protocol. The CTF will 

continue to monitor, evaluate and propose 

protocol changes as our church continues its 

journey home.  

General:  

o    Masks are optional inside the church.  

o    Social distancing is encouraged.  

o    Hand sanitizer stations are located 

throughout the building.  

o    Do not enter church if you do not feel 

well, are experiencing symptoms of 

COVID-19 or are COVID-19 positive.  

Worship:  

o    Worship services are in person. See revised 

service schedule effective August 1, 2021.  

o    Live stream and recorded services are 

available for remote viewing.  

o    Offerings are collected via an onsite drop 

box, Simply Giving, Vanco Payment Portal, 

by mail or by passing the plate. 

Use of Facilities: 

o    Church committees are welcome to hold 

in-person meetings.  

o    Outside requests for the use of church 

facilities are reviewed and approved by 

the Senior Pastor and Council President.  

o    The kitchen is available to prepare and 

serve food.  

Office Staff:  

o    Staff is expected to stay home if: 

º   They are not feeling well or experiencing 

     any COVID-19 symptoms.  

o   They have encountered direct 

exposure to a potential COVID-19 case 

until one of the following occurs:  

▪   The case is confirmed negative. 

▪    If the case is positive, staff is expected  

      to quarantine according to current 

      CDC guidelines. 

-------- 

SERVICE SCHEDULE EFFECTIVE AUGUST 1, 2021  

Note: There will be no 5:30 p.m. service on July 

31st and only one 8:30 a.m. service on August 1st 

due to Gretna Days. 

Saturday Services – Mask Optional 

5:30 p.m. – Blended Service – Sanctuary 

Communion served Saturday before first & 

third Sundays 
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Sunday Services – Masks Optional  

8:30 a.m. – Traditional Service – Sanctuary 

Communion served first & third Sundays  

9:40-10:30 a.m. – Adult Forum – Conf. Room/ Zoom 

“The Wilderness Journey Home”  

10:45 a.m. – Contemporary Service – Fellowship Hall 

Communion served second & fourth Sundays  

Social distancing is practiced and encouraged.  

Current CDC Guidelines suggest unvaccinated 

persons continue wearing masks in situations 

when 6 feet if social distancing cannot be 

maintained. 

Online Worship Services 

➢ YouTube: (Watch Live or Uploaded Service) 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjXn

hZfhxipkc5ZTA6SrHUw 

➢ Facebook: 

Facebook.com/RELCgretna  

---------------------------------------------------- 

Chancel Choir and Bell 

Choir rehearsals will begin 

as usual in September. The 

Chancel Choir rehearses 

from 6:15-6:45, and the 

Bells from 6:50-7:25 every Wednesday 

evening during the school year. Each choir 

shares special music once per month at the 

8:30 service. 

No prior choir experience is required for singing 

in the Chancel Choir, but some musical experience 

is helpful for bell ringers.  

Look for more information about September 

start dates in August bulletins. We’ll also include 

that information in service announcements in 

the weeks leading up to launch. 

I’ll look forward to being with you all in 

rehearsal very soon! – Matt Hill, Music Director

HEALTH MINISTRY TEAM 
Greetings from your Health Ministry Team 

This summer has provided many of 

us an opportunity for healing- both 

physically and emotionally.  It has given us the 

opportunity to have face-to-face conversations 

with those we care about, to hug our loved 

ones, and to be in fellowship together.  The 

warm seasons also offer an opportunity to 

commune with God in nature, enjoying the 

magnificence and beauty of His creation. 

The Health Ministry Team is excited to resume 

activities at Resurrection that promote whole-

person health beginning in September.  These 

include: 

• Tai Chi classes - Mondays & Wednesdays at 

9:00 a.m., starting on Monday, September 13th. 

• Low Impact Exercise Class - Fridays at 

9:00 a.m., starting on Friday, September 10th. 

• Blood Pressure Checks 

o Second Saturdays - 5:00 p.m. (before 

the 5:30 p.m. Saturday service) 

o Second Sundays - between services  

At present, masks will be optional at all these 

activities.  We will also be increasing the space 

between individuals at our physical activity 

classes as much as possible. 

We appreciate you taking advantage of these 

opportunities to improve your physical, emotional, 

and social wellbeing!  We look forward to seeing 

you soon! 

Here’s to your health!

 

BENEVOLENCE & MISSION TEAM 

Resurrection Evangelical 

Lutheran Church (RELC) 

distributes 8% of our quarterly 

offering to the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church of America (ELCA) Synod to help 

organizations in need on a national & worldwide 

basis. The purpose of the Mission & Benevolence  

Team is also to provide financial assistance to 

worthy organizations by distributing 2% of RELC’s 

quarter offering with an emphasis on local needs. 

In making our decisions, we strive to support 

RELC’s strategic long-term plans and goals. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjXnhZfhxipkc5ZTA6SrHUw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjXnhZfhxipkc5ZTA6SrHUw
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Congregation,  

If you know of an organization that has a 

need (i.e. funding) within our community 

where our team might be of assistance, 

please leave a note in our box in the 

church office.  We will prayerfully consider 

these requests quarterly along with the 

other requests we regularly receive. 

-Thank you, Benevolence & Mission Team 

---------------------------------------------------- 

*Psalms 145:1-2 

I will exalt you, my God the King; I will praise 

your name for ever and ever. 2 Every day I will 

praise you and extol your name for ever and ever. 

Our second quarter meeting was held on July 

11th. We thank you for your continued support 

to make a difference in our community.  This 

quarter we were able to support those affected 

by the storms in Omaha through Heartland Hope 

Mission & Lutheran Disaster Relief.  As always if 

you know of a need within our community, please 

leave a message in our box in the office and we 

will prayerfully consider your request during 

our quarterly meetings. In His Name, always… 

---------------------------------------------------- 
2nd Quarter 8% ELCA Mission Share - $6,203.62 

2nd Quarter 2% Distribution - $1,550.90  

I. We have committed to giving $825 per year 

for the next 3 years to Gretna Neighbors 

to be used towards their rental obligation.  

Our $206.25 quarterly commitment will 

come off the top leaving a balance of 

$1,344.65 to distribute elsewhere.  

II. Review of thank you notes and discussion 

of charities seeking funds. 

III. Motion made and seconded to distribute 

$672.33 to Heartland Hope Mission and 

$672.32  to Lutheran Disaster Relief for the 

Omaha storm relief of July 10, 2021.  

IV. Suggestion made to follow up with pastor 

and you directors or youth mission trip 

host sites to see if additional financial 

contributions could be made post visit. 

Next Meeting Date:  2nd Quarter-Oct. 10, 2021 

 

OUTREACH TEAM 
NEW RELC WEBSITE   

 Check Out the New  

      and Improved  

      RELC Website! 

The Outreach Team is excited to announce the 

new and improved RELC website! One thing that 

hasn’t changed is the address – it remains the 

same relchurch.net.  We spent the past year 

updating and refreshing the site and developing a 

plan to manage it going forward.  We worked with 

a web design company to streamline our website 

and incorporate current graphic design elements 

and search engine optimization.  A process to 

keep the information up-to-date has also been 

established with RELC and the web designer.  

This will allow us to more easily make changes 

and additions to the website going forward! 

Here’s some of the things you’ll find on the 

website: 

• Refreshed look and feel with new pictures! 

• Easier navigation and improved user-friendliness. 

• Separate Sign Ups link and Serving Opportunities 

page to simplify signing up to volunteer and 

serve. 

• Updated Donate page and links that detail 

all the ways to give to RELC. 

• Access to RELC weekly bulletins, Messengers 

and Annual Reports. 

Please visit the website and check out the new 

look! If you have questions or feedback, contact a 

member of the Outreach team. 

 
PROPERTY TEAM 

The property team has nothing 

new to report this month, but we’d 

like to remind everyone that the 

property team is always looking for 

new members that like to get involved and 

have fresh new ideas for our church properties.  

Please contact Bill Schwarten at 402-290-6300 

if you are interested in joining the team. 
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June Finance Report 
 

 June '21 YTD '21 Budget '21 

  (6 month) (12 months) 

Income:    
   Local Offering $23,607  $147,010  $304,717  

   Other Giving $5,570  $18,851  $31,095  

General Budget Total $29,177  $165,861  $335,812  
    

Expenses:    

   Administrative $21,514  $106,470  $256,040  

   Benevolence $1,400  $20,207  $33,472  

   Christian Education $0  $554  $7,740  

   Golden Age $0  $0  $300  

   Health Ministry $28  $241  $1,050  

   Outreach $140  $1,486  $7,500  

   Property $2,205  $15,974  $30,225  

   Stewardship $0  $0  $700  

   Technology $130  $1,728  $2,460  

   Worship and Music $646  $1,566  $10,105  

General Budget Total $26,063  $148,224  $349,592  

Net Profit (Loss) $3,113  $17,636  ($13,779) 
    

  June '20 YTD '20  
Total Income (PPP incl) $23,410  $202,237   
Total Expenses $22,970  $192,719   
      
Net Profit (Loss) $440  $9,518     

 

**PENDING areas are not needed at this time.  Watch your 

email, Facebook, and website for further updates. 

Connectors: Thank you for agreeing to be a greeter and for 

providing a warm welcome to our members and visitors as they 

arrive for worship! If you are unable to be here for your designated 

Sunday, you are responsible to find your own substitute.  If you no 

longer want to be on the greeter schedule, please contact Brenda 

Fleck and Anne Brodin. 

Traditional Service 8:30 am  

   8/1     Pending 

   8/8    Pending 

   8/15   Pending 

   8/22   Pending  

 8/29 Pending  

Contemporary 10:45 am 

   8/1     Pending 

   8/8    Pending 

   8/15   Pending 

   8/22   Pending 

 8/29 Pending  

Servers in August 

Head Usher: 

    5:30 pm (Sat.) Jim Haver 

   8:30 am (Sun.) Rich Killingsworth       

   10:45 am (Sun.) Joel Rainforth 

 Flowers & Bulletins: Shelly Grimm 

Altar Guild: Harolyn Stender, Joyce Mohling, 

                    Mardelle Bergsten   

Lay Readers:  

-Saturday 5:30 pm – Tammy Williams 

-Sunday 8:30 am – Kris Wagner 

             10:45 am – Deb Wallman 

Church Council Schedule:  

-Saturday Blended 5:30 pm 

   8/7     Becky Wagner, Open 

   8/14  Open  

   8/21   Open 

   8/28   Open  

 -Traditional 8:30 am   

   8/1     Bill Schwarten, Rich Killingsworth 

   8/8   Rich Killingsworth, Larry Rippe 

   8/15   Rich Killingsworth, Open 

 8/22   Rich Killingsworth, Open 

 8/29  Rich Killingsworth, Open 

-Contemporary 10:45 am 

   8/1     No Worship Service 

   8/8     Open 

   8/15   Lexie Frahm, Open 

 8/22   Open 

 8/29  Open 

Acolytes: www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0 

             a44acad29a5f58-aprilmay1    

-Saturday Blended 5:30 pm 

   8/7 Open, Open 

   8/14    Elliot Reece, Open 

   8/21   Open, Open  

 8/28 Open,     Open  

-Traditional 8:30 am 

 8/1     Junior Killingsworth, Garrett  

          Wegener  

   8/8   Open 

   8/15   Tristian Wright, Tatum Wright 

 8/22   Ava Honeyman, Gavin Honeyman 

 8/29  Bennett Wolverton, Brady Wolverton 

-Contemporary 10:45 am  

   8/1     No Worship Service  

   8/8   Reese Johnson, Myla Johnson 

   8/15   Soren Frahm 

 8/22   Open 

 8/29  Open 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0
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Alan Parks                             
 

Arielle Clark 

8/1 
 

8/1 

Marlene Kuehl 8/2 

Julie Carlson 8/2 

Wendy Hirschfeld 8/2 

Charlotte Pfeffer 8/3 

Jennifer Dietrich 8/3 

Seth Grimm 8/3 

Brooklyn Donahue 8/3 

Steve Bergman 8/4 

Becky Schnack 8/4 

Connie Walters 8/4 

Bennett Wolverton 8/4 

Creed Nordhues 8/4 

Fred Hartman 8/5 

Lee O'Neal 8/5 

Elizabeth Buresh 8/5 

Jonathan Rippe 8/6 

Sheryll Mowinkel 8/6 

Matt Keyes 8/6 

Gianna Falgione 8/6 

Jayden Doan 8/6 

Ryker Killingsworth 8/6 

Thomas Ostdiek 8/8 

Bailey Reynoldson 8/8 

Jacinda Romano 8/8 

Lee Henning 8/9 

Mike Naber 8/9 

H.J. Hardy 8/10 

Sienna Hefner 8/10 

Kelli Hjelm 8/11 

Ella Raess 8/11 

Michelle Falgione 8/11 

Rick Mason 8/12 

Lily Larsen 8/12 

Lorraine Norman 8/14 

B.J. Layher 8/15 

Gwen Reier 8/16 

Abbie Colgrove 8/16 

Nancy Ayer 8/16 

Luke Lorenz 8/17 

Karlee Lobsiger 8/17 

Alan Brodin 8/17 

Jackson Reece 8/17 

Gary Long 8/19 

Lauren Rongisch 8/20 

Nicole Stamm 8/20 

Ronald Sawyer 8/21 

Danny Layher 8/21 

Reid Schwery 8/21 

Dennisha Bonacci 8/22 

Casey Schwery 8/22 

Jim Kwasniewski 8/23 

Mason Tresca 8/23 

Nicholas Wegener 8/24 

Shelley Naber 8/25 

Rachel Drews 8/26 

Marilyn Gunderson 8/27 

Lori Huffman 8/27 

Ryan Bergsten 8/27 

Allison Asche 8/27 

Elaine Sponsel 8/27 

Vivian Sponsel 8/27 

Abigail Josoff 8/27 

Cathy Lorenz 8/29 

Judy Carlson 8/29 

Caden Prince 8/29 

Lexi Wagner 8/30 

Stacia Palser 8/30 

Amy Reoh 8/30 

Linda Anderson 8/31 

Erv Kersten 8/31 

Ethen Steinhoff 8/31 

Benjamin Wilderdyke 8/31 

 

 

 

 

Todd and Lisa Mueller 8/2 24 

Shawn and Rhonda Meyer 8/2 30 

Brian and Julie Wilson 8/3 25 

Jim and Patty Haver 8/6 39 

Aaron and Jennifer Bush 8/6 17 

Marc and Lindsey Feala 8/8 6 

Steve and Susan Johnson 8/8 34 

Lee and Lisa O'Neal 8/9 36 

Mike and Denise Osborn 8/9 41 

Shane and Lexie Frahm 8/11 14 

Kyle and Nicole Slusher 8/15 23 

Larry and Jo Burson 8/16 41 

LeRoy and Carolyn Hoyer 8/16 23 

Bob and Corinne Andreasen 8/16 46 

Nicholas and Jessica Wegener 8/18 15 

Miles and Joyce McMahill 8/23 52 

Eric and Lona Pinkall 8/24 30 

Lynn and Sue Bose 8/25 48 

Andrew and Desiree Stednitz 8/26 26 

Jerry and Patti Layher 8/30 35 

Todd and Brenda Anderson 8/30 24 

Mike and Shelley Naber 8/31 25 

Justin and Kimberly Haugen 8/31 13 

 Name                                          Date      Years  Name                                         Date    _ Years 
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ADS & OPPORTUNITIES 
THEOLOGY ON TAP 

 Anyone over 21 is invited to join us 

as we carpool to Kearney from RELC 

at 4:30 p.m. on August 19th for our 

1st “Theology on Tap” of the year at 

Upper Room Brewery.  We look forward to having 

you join us. 

OLDER WISER LUTHERANS 

Calling ALL OWLS!! (55 & Over) 

August 11th, 1:00-2:00 p.m. 

All OWLS are invited to participate 

in a planning meeting for our 2022 

year.  If you are unable to attend, 

please contact the church or 

Mardelle Bergsten (309-883-3133, 

Mardelle.bergsten@hotmail.com) with your 

information and we will add you to our list to 

contact for information and upcoming events. 

RONALD MCDONALD HOUSE CHARITIES 

Big Red Friday! 

It’s finally football time!  On Friday, August 27th, 

McDonald’s locations from across Nebraska will 

be selling limited-edition Husker flags for $5 each, 

with all proceeds benefiting our families. 

From 6:00-9:00 a.m. that day, we need volunteers 

to build excitement at these restaurants, and 

help sell flags to customers.  It will be a great 

chance to have some fun, and guarantee 

yourself a chance to buy a flag, as they’re only 

available while supplies last! 

Volunteer opportunities at McDonald’s locations 

in your area include Bellevue, Elkhorn, Gretna, 

LaVista, Omaha, and more! To get signed up, go 

to https://rmhcomaha.org/events/big-red-

friday/ or give Emily Mozer a call at 402-237-

1540. If you are unable to volunteer, but you’d 

like to buy a flag to support the Ronald 

McDonald House, please stop by one of the 

McDonalds locations listed in the sign-up.  

Thank you for your support! 

STUDENT TRANSPORTATION OF NE, INC. 

STA Millard Is Now Hiring School Bus Drivers! 

We provide free training for 

class B CDL and We Will Pay 

for your DOT physical and 

DOT drug/alcohol screening.  

Must be 21 or older with a valid driver’s license.  

Starting pay is $18.65/hr. There is a $312 Bonus 

after you have received your CDL and have 

driven 2 weeks solo (classroom & behind the 

wheel training are unpaid). We are also looking 

for bus aids. Starting pay for a bus aid is $12.50 

and you must be 18 or older.  

For more information, call Tammy at 402-884-

4222 or stop by 10201 Sapp Brothers Drive.  

Please mention Allison Ortiz as a referral and 

you will both benefit from the referral. There is 

also more information at RELC on the bulletin 

board by the kitchen.  Applications are in the 

church office as well. 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

“Awakening to a Grand New Day” 

The Women of Resurrection will 

meet on September 21st at 9:00 

a.m. at church for Bible study 

and fellowship.  Please join us as 

we renew friendships again. 

ADULT FORUM: EXILE AND RETURN 

“The Wilderness Journey Home” 

Join us for our upcoming Adult Forum as we 

relate the struggle of God’s people in the 6th 

century BC, their Exile in Babylon and journey 

home to Jerusalem, to our struggle in the 21st 

century AD, as we start the journey home from 

our viral exile.  

This study will be on Sundays at 9:45 a.m. at 

RELC in the Conference Room and on Zoom.  It 

Come along and join the adventure! 

Zoom: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87953507438?pwd=

WnU2dFVvcjNpbytoeStZRGZmSGdCZz09 

https://rmhcomaha.org/events/big-red-friday/
https://rmhcomaha.org/events/big-red-friday/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87953507438?pwd=WnU2dFVvcjNpbytoeStZRGZmSGdCZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87953507438?pwd=WnU2dFVvcjNpbytoeStZRGZmSGdCZz09
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Meeting ID: 879 5350 7438 

Passcode: 918225 

Books for our study are made available through a 

Thrivent Action Plan grant and all sessions will be 

uploaded to our YouTube channel if the time of 

the session doesn’t work in your schedule or a 

weekend is missed! 

THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS 

 Thank you to all our Thrivent 

participants that have included 

Resurrection as a benefactor of 

your Thrivent Choice Dollars.  If you 

would like to include Resurrection as your 

Thrivent Choice recipient, you can visit thrivent.com/ 

thriventchoice or call 1-800-847-4836 and when 

prompted, say “Thrivent Choice.”  

2021 Thrivent Choice Dollars Donated:  $687.00 

2021 LAY READERS NEEDED 

If you love to read and are 

available for our Saturday, 5:30 

p.m. or Sunday, 8:30 a.m. or 10:45 

a.m. worship service, we need you.  

We are looking for individuals to read two lessons 

during our worship services for one month. 

Please go to our July-December sign-up at: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f054da4a

62fa4f85-layreaders1  Thank you for your help! 

2021 FLOWER/BULLETIN SIGN UP 

           SIGN-UP NOW!!     

Please consider signing up for altar 

flowers and bulletins for 2021. Go 

to our sign-up genius at https://www. 

signupgenius.com/go/30e0a44acad29a5f58-altar  

or call the church office to get signed up today 

at 402-332-3383.  The suggested donation for 

bulletin sponsorship is $20. If you are ordering 

from Town & Country, you will need to stop by 

the church to pick up the flower liners/stand 

and take them to Town & Country to fill M-F, 9-

5:30.  They will no longer be picking up the 

liners to fill with flowers.  If they do not have the 

liners, they won’t be able to make the flower 

arrangements for you. Please bring a container 

with you to transport them home after the late 

service.  Thank you for your kindness. 

RELC QUILTERS  

The RELC Quilters group will 

be meeting on the 2nd & 4th 

Tuesday of every month in the 

café.  

If you have any unused cotton or cotton blend 

fabric or sheets (size of quilt squares), please 

consider donating these items to help to defray 

the costs of our donated quilts. Contact Judy Feit 

or Susan Clegg with questions. 

FOLLOWERS OF CHRIST PRISON MINISTRY 

If you’re interested in being a 

part of the prison ministry 

program, contact Scott Drews if 

you would like more information 

at 402-670-8259 or sdrews@bhhc.com.  

PRAYER REQUESTS  

If you would like us to pray for you 

or someone you know, please fill 

out the prayer sheet in your bulletin, 

send the office an email, or give the 

office a call to give your church family the 

opportunity to add it to their daily prayers!!!  If 

you are going into the hospital, be sure and let 

the office know so that we can be there for you 

with prayerful support. All prayer requests will 

be added to the bulletin for one month only, 

unless you contact us to let us know that further 

prayers are needed.  God bless you! 

AREA 41: AA-GRETNA FRIDAY NIGHT GROUP 

Each day thousands of people are 

diagnosed with alcohol-related 

problems. Thousands more die 

from these ailments. Well, they don't 

have to.  At Alcoholics Anonymous meetings in 

Gretna, NE you will find help, support and self-

empowerment from a group of people who 

were once; or still are but are making it through, 

alcohol addiction. Are you an addict or are 

suffering from an alcohol-related ailment? 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f054da4a62fa4f85-layreaders1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f054da4a62fa4f85-layreaders1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0a44acad29a5f58-altar
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0a44acad29a5f58-altar
mailto:sdrews@bhhc.com
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Join us on Friday nights at 8:00 p.m. in the café at 

Resurrection Lutheran Church in Gretna.  Enter 

through the north doors.  We are here for you. 

GRETNA NEIGHBORS FOOD PANTRY 

The pantry will continue with our "open pantry 

hours" the first and third Saturday morning of 

each month from 9-11 a.m. and the second 

Wed. evening of the month from 6-7 p.m.  

The next open pantry dates are as follows: 

Saturday, August 7th      

9-11 a.m. 

Wednesday, August 11th    

6-7 p.m. 

Saturday, August 21st      

9-11 a.m. 

NO CLIENTS WILL BE ALLOWED TO ENTER 

THE PANTRY UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE.  

Only Gretna Neighbors board members and 

trained volunteers will be allowed inside to 

protect the safety of everyone involved. 

PROJECT HOPE FOOD PANTRY  

Our church supports the Project 

Hope Food Pantry.  Drop off all 

items at the Outreach Corner.  

Monetary donations can be 

sent to:  Project Hope, Inc., 

6201 N. 60th Street, Omaha, NE 68104 or go to 

projecthopeomaha.org to make an online donation. 

We are now accepting clothing donations. These 

donations of GENTLY used clothing can be 

delivered at the lower east door on Tuesday or 

Thursday between 11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

Food Needs: 

Canned Meat such as chicken, tuna, salmon, 

sardines, and etc., fruit Items including canned 

fruits, dried fruits, fruit juice, and fruit snacks, 

canned soup, spaghetti noodles and other 

pastas, ramen noodles, cereal, microwave popcorn, 

small bottles of vegetable oil, flour and sugar, 

coffee and tea bags 

Personal Care & Household Needs: 

shampoo, conditioner, body wash, deodorant, 

toothpaste, toothbrushes, hand soap & hand 

sanitizer, sunscreen, bug repellent, band-aids, 

Clorox wipes, small bottles of liquid dish soap & 

small bottles of laundry detergent, dusting spray 

& floor cleaners 

Paper Products & Baby/Clothing Needs:   

toilet paper, facial tissue, paper towels, diapers & 

pullups size 6 and baby wipes 

Collect Family Fare Receipts 

Direct Your Dollars is a receipt-based 

program sponsored by the 

Family Fare stores.  You can help 

us raise money simply by doing 

something you do each week - going to the 

grocery store.  Send your entire receipt to 

Project Hope. 

RELC – WAYS TO GIVE YOUR OFFERINGS 

               MAIL 

 

Resurrection Evangelical Lutheran Church 

153 S McKenna Avenue, Gretna, NE 68028 

Please include your designation (general, building, 

memorial) in the memo line of your check to 

ensure it goes to area you would like it to go to. 

 

TEXT 

 

Text to 402-875-6081 and type $amount (eg $10) 

in the message to set up a one-time or recurring 

donation. 

            ONLINE 

Visit www. Relchurch.net 

Click the Vanco symbol to set up a one time 

or recurring donation 

SEND US YOUR PICTURES  

If you have any pictures you’d like 

included in the Messenger or on 

Facebook, please email them to the 

office. We’d enjoy seeing what your 

team is doing or what’s happening in your groups. 

PLEASE NOTE – IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO ENSURE THAT YOU HAVE 

PERMISSION OF ALL PEOPLE WITHIN YOUR PHOTOS TO SHARE ON SOCIAL 

MEDIA OUTLETS BEFORE SUBMITTING. WE WANT TO SHARE THESE MEMORIES 

BUT ALSO RESPECT THE PRIVACY OF OTHERS. 

 Donate  
      or  
Pay Here 

 

http://www/
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PRAYER SHAWL GROUP  

If you knit or crochet, or would like 

to learn, you are invited to join the 

RELC Prayer Shawl Group!  We create 

shawls that are available for anyone 

in our congregation to be distributed to friends 

or family going through a personal crisis, whether it 

is illness, loss or other concern.  We also have 

some cancer hats and “prayer squares” available!  

Blankets for our newly baptized little ones are also 

made by our members!  If you have any questions 

or would like to be involved in making some of 

these items, contact Karen Hitz at 402-212-2589. 

*If you know of someone who is in need of a 

prayer shawl, prayer square or cancer hat at this 

time, please call the office at 402-332-3383. 

SAVE YOUR LABELS!  

The Local and World Service team is 

collecting Best Choice labels.  The 

money raised will be donated to Gretna 

Neighbors and Project Hope.  Just purchase Best 

Choice products (locally at McKinney’s and Super 

Saver), cut out the UPC code with Best Choice 

written above it, and place in the box by the 

food donation corner with the yellow shelving. 

We are collecting box tops for education.  

Please trim the edges and drop them 

in the box in food donation corner. 

ALUMINUM CAN COLLECTION!  

Bring your empty cans to the container 

outside of the west door of the 

church-in the alley. We please ask 

that you do not crush them.  The can needs to 

be visible for refund purposes. The proceeds 

will go to Least of My Brethren. 

SAVE YOUR POP TABS! 

The Ronald McDonald house is still 

collecting pop tabs.  Please drop off 

your tabs by the food donation corner 

with the yellow shelving.  Your tabs will 

help cover costs that support families  

with a seriously ill or injured child. 

 

WITH SINCERE SYMPATHY 

Our thoughts and prayers go 

out to the family and friends 

of Glen Closner. A service 

and luncheon for Glen took 

place on July 6th at Resurrection. Please keep 

the Closner family in your thoughts and prayers 

at this time.  May God’s presence comfort them. 

----------------------------------------------------- 

Our thought and prayers go 

out to Jennifer and Aaron Bush 

and their family on the passing 

of Jen’s father, Tom Hansen on 

July 10th.  Tom was an active member at 

Resurrection and will be missed by many here. 

Doris will be missed by many here at RELC.  

Please keep Tom’s family in your thoughts and 

prayers at this time.  God be with you all. 

----------------------------------------------------- 

Our thoughts and prayers go 

out to the family and friends of 

Gayle Guilfoyle.  Gayle passed 

away on July 15th and a memorial 

service took place at Resurrection on July 22nd.  

Please keep Gayle’s family in your prayers at 

this time.  May God be with you and may the 

good memories you have comfort you now.

A NOTE OF THANKS 
Dear Resurrection members 

Letter 1: It is with great 

appreciation that I write to thank 

you for your confinued support with your 

donation of food filling a grocer cart delivered 

to project Hope, Inc. on June 17th.  Your 

donations help us provide much needed help to 

those who come to us fo assistance and hope. 

Project Hope is proud that we are able to offer 

our clients food, clothing, and personal care 

items at no cost and that is because of the 

donations such as yours from local churches 

and organizations. 
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Your generosity allows us to serve the hungry 

and shoe in need during difficult times.  Thank 

you so much for choosing to support Project 

hope and our mission. 

-Blessings to you, Veda Keebler, Exec. Director  

----------------------------------------------------- 

Dear Resurrection members 

Letter 2: It is with great appreciation that I write 

to thank you for your monetary support with 

your generous donation of $500.00 received 

today with check #11632 for Project Hope, Inc.  

Your donation will be used to provide much 

needed help for those who come to see us for 

assistance and hope………… 

-Blessings to you, Veda Keebler, Exec. Director 

----------------------------------------------------- 

Thank you to everyone that has signed up to 

help and supply desserts for our funeral luncheons. 

We appreciate your thoughtfulness during these 

difficult family times.  Thank you for helping in 

this important ministry. 

----------------------------------------------------- 

A huge “thank you” to Joyce Mohling for using 

her Thrivent Action Plan to purchase .75 stamps 

for our monthly Messenger mailings.  She was 

able to purchase enough stamps to last us for 

about four months of mailings.  You rock Joyce! 

----------------------------------------------------- 

Wow! A big “thank you” to Louis & Kathryn 

Essen for using their Thrivent Action Plans to 

help with this year’s VBS.  They donated $250 

each, equally $500 to be used for the to-go 

food meals. 

----------------------------------------------------- 

We like send a mega “thank you” to Mardelle 

Bergsten for using her Thrivent Action Plan to 

supply the snack items and some craft items for 

our fun VBS evening activities. 

----------------------------------------------------- 

Dear Friends at Resurrection Lutheran Church 

Thank you so very much for RELC’s contribution 

of $672.33 to provide working poor families with 

a week’s supply of groceries.  We greatly appreciate 

your generosity toward assisting those in need 

in our community.  Your support provides fresh 

produce, meat, milk, and hygiene items.  Additionally, 

your contribution allows families in need to have 

access to clothing, household items, and to meet 

with a Client Service Specialist to receive navigational 

services, SNAP (food stamp) application assistance, 

and connects them to our Job Paths program.  

You are truly a blessing to our community. 

Thank you again for your dedication to helping 

families in need in our community. 

-Sincerely, Pastor Chelsea Salifou, CEO, 

Heartland Hope Mission 

-----------------------------------------------------

Thank you to all the women who showed up for 

our Women of Resurrection luncheon at Lansky’s 

on July 20th.  Thank you to Pr. James who also 

joined us this day as well. 

 
-----------------------------------------------------  

“Thank you” to Tammy Williams for using her 

$250 Thrivent Action Plan to fund the gas needed 

for our Youth Mission Trip to Alamosa, Co. That 

was really a generous donation to help with. 

----------------------------------------------------- 

Dear Members of Resurrection Lutheran 

Thank you!  We appreciate your continued support, 

to provide food assistance to those in need.  

Many individuals and ages will benefit. Q4 2020 

Benevolence, Rental Sponsorship-$206.25. 

-Thank you, Sincerely, Gretna Neighbors 

----------------------------------------------------- 

THANK YOU! To our friends at Opportunities, 

Inc. for coming over to help us on Fridays.  They 
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work hard to add the inserts in the bulletins, 

remove the inserts from the past week’s bulletins, 

add stamps and labels to our mailings, and they 

do it all while smiling with enjoyment.  We 

appreciate all your efforts and look forward to 

more fun weeks ahead. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Count YOUR blessings! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FROM THE OFFICE 

 

 

*Check out the Communication Schedule 

located on the south bulletin board to see 

when information is due to the office. 

SEPTEMBER MESSENGER ARTICLES ARE DUE: 

• Sunday, August 15th by 12:00 p.m. 

BULLETIN ANNOUCEMENTS ARE DUE: 

• Wednesday morning by 10:00 a.m. 

OUR COMMUNICATION APP! 

 

 

This app allows us to communicate about 

emergency cancellations. Enter this link into 

your browser https://band.us/n/a3ae23c8A9i3b 

or scan the QR code to join and be the first to 

know about any schedule changes due to 

severe weather or other emergencies! 

---------------------------------------------------- 

OPPORTUNTIES WITHIN RELC 

The following opportunities are available NOW! 

Paid Positions: 

• Part-Time Worship Service Accompanist 

Contact: Matt@singomaha.org 

Volunteer Needs: 

• Lay Reader Coordinator & Readers 

Contact: theoffice@relchurch.net 

• Sunday School Teachers/Substitute 

Teachers for year 2021-2022  

Contact: theoffice@relchurch.net 

• Sound Board Technician, PowerPoint 

Assistant, Electric Guitarist  

Contact: Matt@singomaha.org 

-----------------------------------------------------

August BIBLE MEMORY VERSE 

                                      Galatians 3:28 

                              28There is no longer Jew or Greek,  

                      there is no longer slave or free,  

                   there is no longer male and female;  

                   for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. 

-------------------------------------------------

UPDATE: FUNERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS  

We live in an ever-changing world.  

These words have been especially 

true over the last few years.  On July 

14th Pastor James, Karron Brugmann, 

Harolyn Stender, Sheri Feala, DeeAnn Hartman, 

Jeanne Ralston, Desiree Stednitz and Bill 

Schwarten met to discuss how to best serve 

families in one of their most difficult times – the 

funeral of a loved one.  Processes were updated 

to quickly share key information with all the 

https://band.us/n/a3ae23c8A9i3b
mailto:Matt@singomaha.org
mailto:theoffice@relchurch.net
mailto:theoffice@relchurch.net
mailto:Matt@singomaha.org
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members who help with this vital ministry.  Music 

needs such as keyboardists and special music, 

as well as technology options such as live-

streaming, recorded music, and memorial 

videos were discussed.  The women’s guild has 

graciously offered to continue coordinating 

luncheons, however instead of calling long lists 

– a link to a sign-up for dessert and helper needs 

will be sent out with the funeral notification to 

RELC members.  If you are not on email, call 

Karron Brugmann to be put on her luncheon 

notification list at 402-332-3562. 

Many hands truly make light work.  Most funerals 

are during the week around 10:30 a.m. with a 

luncheon immediately following.  Luncheon 

dessert and helper needs will be communicated; 

however, if you are interested in helping in any 

of the following areas, please contact the office.  

Training will be provided as needed, and you will 

be added to a list to be contacted to see if you 

are available when the need arises: 

1) Keyboardist 

2) Chair and table set up / breakdown 

3) Ushering 

4) Technical assistance (running live stream, 

recorded music and videos) 

Thank you! 

Add to your calendar:  August 11th, 6:30 p.m. 

                                       Funeral Tech Training 

-----------------------------------------------------

REMINDER: 

Please remember to pick up your 

dishes that are left after a funeral 

luncheon.  We appreciate all your 

help to supply desserts for this 

important ministry.   We want to make sure 

your dish gets back to your kitchen.  Those not 

picked up will be donated to Project Hope at 

the first of every month.  Thank you! 

----------------------------------------------------- 

If you loaned any items to be 

used for Vacation Bible School 

and you haven’t picked them 

up yet, please stop by the church at your 

earliest convenience and pick them up. They are 

waiting to be picked up right outside of the 

office door. We are in the office 9:00 a.m. to 

2:00 p.m. daily.  Thank you! 

----------------------------------------------------- 

Beginning in September, our 

exercise classes will again be 

in session.  We are asking you 

for your help after the 10:45 

a.m. worship service.  We will need to pick up 

75% of the chairs that are set up and put them 

in an order of seating for the exercise classes.  

There is always a leader there to show you how 

to do it.  We appreciate all your help.  “Many 

hands make light work.” 

----------------------------------------------------- 

BREAD OF LIFE SERMON SERIES 

Join us every Sunday in 

August for our “Bread of 

Life” Sermon Series. Each 

week Pr. James will 

explore a new topic that 

will bring new ideas and perspective to your life.   

27Do not work for the food that perishes, but for 

the food that endures for eternal life, which the 

Son of Man will give you. For it is on him that 

God the Father has set his seal." 28Then they 

said to him, "What must we do to perform the 

works of God?" 29Jesus answered them, "This is 

the work of God, that you believe in him whom 

he has sent." 30So they said to him, "What sign 

are you going to give us then, so that we may 

see it and believe you? What work are you 

performing? 31Our ancestors ate the manna in 

the wilderness; as it is written, 'He gave them 

bread from heaven to eat.'" 32Then Jesus said to 

them, "Very truly, I tell you, it was not Moses 

who gave you the bread from heaven, but it is 

my Father who gives you the true bread from 

heaven. 33For the bread of God is that which 

comes down from heaven and gives life to the 

world." 34They said to him, "Sir, give us this 

bread always." 35Jesus said to them, "I am the 

bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never 

be hungry, and whoever believes in me will 



21 

never be thirsty. 36But I said to you that you have 

seen me and yet do not believe. 37Everything that 

the Father gives me will come to me, and anyone 

who comes to me I will never drive away; 38for I 

have come down from heaven, not to do my own 

will, but the will of him who sent me. 39And this 

is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose 

nothing of all that he has given me, but raise it 

up on the last day. 40This is indeed the will of 

my Father, that all who see the Son and believe 

in him may have eternal life; and I will raise 

them up on the last day." 

----------------------------------------------------- 

FAITH, HOPE, AND LOVE 

(1 Thessalonians 1:2-5) 

 

We always give thanks to God for all of you and 

mention you in our prayers, constantly 

remembering before our God and Father your 

work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness 

of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. For we know, 

brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he 

has chosen you, because our message of the 

gospel came to you not in word only, but also 

in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full 

conviction; just as you know what kind of persons 

we proved to be among you for your sake.  

There are times in life when one can feel anxiety, 

fear and doubt and is overwhelmed by worries, 

apathy and the strong feeling that one’s 

existence is meaningless. This might happen 

when facing loss, illness or significant changes 

in life. However, it may also occur for no apparent 

reason. 

The Word of God copes with these feelings, 

using three terms: hope, faith and love. When 

hope is lost, anxiety and despair step in; when 

faith crumbles and falls, uncertainty, doubt and 

the sense of living a meaningless life emerge; 

when love breaks into pieces, mistrust, fear and 

apathy may appear. 

Bishop Desmond Tutu said, “Hope is being able 

to see that there is light despite all of the 

darkness.” Hope does not deny the reality but 

assumes that tomorrow will be better than 

today. Psalm 30:5 puts it this way, “Weeping 

may linger for the night, but joy comes with the 

morning.” This is why what in the past were our 

hopes, may today become our achievements. 

While hope is the desire to get to a better place, 

faith is the assurance of how to get there. It 

gives meaning, direction and purpose to life. 

Faith is about knowing and believing in God. Its 

concern is to overcome doubts and to nail down 

the truth regarding God in your life. Faith lets us 

see that the course of events is determined by 

God. Every aspect of life gets a new meaning 

when faith in God breaks in. 

Through faith we experience God’s love. Love is 

the world’s most powerful energy, driving people 

to achieve great goals. It erases loneliness, sweeps 

away fear, liberates us and gives us a sense of 

belonging. Love commits us to one another. It 

allows us to forgive and helps us to accept those 

who are different. In human relationships people 

tend to ask, What can I get? or, What do I need 

to give in return? Love calls us to turn our eyes 

towards others, to act out of compassion without 

asking for a cost benefit. You need faith to be 

inspired, hope to persevere and love to 

accomplish the job. 

By Brian Williams, Anglican, Argentina 
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Nick and Jess met in Nebraska while both were working at UNMC in 2004, shortly after this they moved to Arizona 

to be closer to Jess's parents and to get out of Nebraska for a bit. They lived there for 4 years and were married in 

2006. In 2009, they moved back to Omaha for Nick to open his business, Athletes Training Center Sports Performance 

and Physical Therapy. In November of 2009, they had Garrett their first-born son and then in 2012 Harrison came 

along to join the family. 

Jess is a registered dietitian and currently works at and owns Positive Nutrition of Omaha, which is a nutrition 

counseling company for patients who have disordered eating patterns and sports nutrition. Nick is currently part 

owner and the Director of Physical Therapy at Athletes Training Center Sports Performance and Physical Therapy.  

Garrett is 11 and in the 5th grade at Falling Waters Elementary School in Gretna. He plays select baseball for 

Millard United Stealth and will start tackle football next season for Gretna. He enjoys snow skiing, four-wheeling, 

watching movies, pokemon cards and his favorite food is Sushi!  

Harrison is 8 and in 2nd grade at Falling Waters Elementary School. He plays select baseball for Millard United Elite, 

and flag football and basketball in Millard. He enjoys farming, snow skiing, four-wheeling, playing outside, driving 

any motorized vehicles and pokemon cards. His favorite food is Wings from Buffalo Wild Wings!  

We do not have any pets, but the boys desperately want a dog! So maybe in the future.... 

We started attending Resurrection Evangelical Lutheran Church in Gretna about 2 years ago when we moved into 

the Gretna school district area. Unfortunately, this past year has put a major damper on our church attendance 

due to the pandemic. We are hoping to start back consistently again soon, however with both boys playing select 

baseball it limits our weekends during the summer months!  

Here are a few pics of our family from Christmas, a trip to AZ, our trip skiing in Colorado, and our most recent trip 

to Sea World in Orlando, FL! 

FEATURE FAMILY OF THE MONTH 

THE  Wegener  
Family 

Nick, Jess, Garrett & Harrison 
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ALL SERVICES, PROGRAMMING & EVENTS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

(You will be notified by email & Facebook) 

 

 

 
 

 

 

SS=Sunday School       CY=Courtyard        FH=Fellowship Hall        SR=Silver Ridge        GPL=Gretna Public Library      CR=Conference Room 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

August 1 
8:30am Comm. Worship 
Serv.-Sanc. 
(Only 1 Service Today) 
-------- 
Online Services  
https://relchurch.net/ 
worship/ 
No Masking Required 

August 2 August 3 August 4 
6:30pm L&WS 
7:00pm 
Underground 

August 5 
 
 
 
 
 
 

August 6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00pm AA 

August 7 
5:30pm Worship 
Service-Sanc.- 
Backpack Blessing 
 
 
 

August 8 
8:30am Worship Serv.-
Sanc-Backpack Blessing 
9:40am Adult Forum-CR 
10:45am Comm. Worship 
Serv.-Backpack Blessing 
-------- 
Online Services  
https://relchurch.net/ 
worship/ 

August 9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

August 10 
1:00pm Quilters 
6:30pm 
Property 
7:00pm 
Outreach 
 
  

August 11 
1:00pm OWLS 
Planning Meeting 
6:30pm Funeral 
Tech Training 
6:30pm Health 
Ministry 
7:00pm 
Underground  
  

August 12 
6:30pm W&M 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

August 13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00pm AA 

August 14 
5:30pm Comm. 
Worship Service-
Sanc.  

August 15 
8:30am Comm. Worship 
Service-Sanc. 
9:40am Adult Forum-CR 
10:45am Worship Serv.-FH 
-------- 
Online Services  
https://relchurch.net/ 
worship/ 

August 16 August 17 
6:00pm SEED 
7:00pm 
Council Meet  

August 18 
6:30pm 7th & 8th 
Gr. Confirmation 
Meeting 
No Underground   

August 19 
4:30pm Carpool 
from RELC 
Theology on 
Tap Begins 
Upper Room 
Brewery-
Kearney  

August 20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00pm AA  

August 21 
5:30pm Worship 
Service-Sanc. 

August 22 
8:30am Worship Service-
Sanc. 
9:30am 4th Gr. Acolyte 
Training 
10:45am Comm. Worship 
Service-FH 
-------- 
Online Services  
https://relchurch.net/ 
worship/ 

August 23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

August 24 
1:00pm Quilters 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

August 25 
6:00pm 9th Gr. 
Confirmation 
Meeting 
7:00pm 
Underground 
7:00pm 6th Gr. 
Confirmation 
Meeting 

August 26 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

August 27 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00pm AA 

August 28 
5:30pm Worship 
Service-Sanc. 

August 29 
8:30am Worship Service-
Sanc. 
9:30am Endowment 
9:30am 4th-8th Gr. 
Acolyte Refresh Training 
10:45am Worship Serv.-FH 
-------- 
Online Services  
https://relchurch.net/ 
worship/ 
-------- 

         HAPPY 150th 

Anniversary to the NE 
          ELCA Synod 

 

August 30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

August 31 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

AUGUST 2021 
Calendar 
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Contact Information 

Pastor James Sells 

      In the office-T-F, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

  Tuesday-Thursday by appointment 

   402-759-6347 

  PastorJames@relchurch.net  

Ms. Hanna Grove 

  In the office-T-W, F-Sun, Hours vary at this time 

  402-983-2456 

  Hannah.Grove@relchurch.net  

Office Hours 

  9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., Monday-Friday 

Church Phone Number 

  402-332-3383 

Email Address for Church 

  theoffice@relchurch.net 

Church Website 

  www.relchurch.net 

 

A PRAYER FOR AUGUST, for morning- 

You may make the sign of the cross. 

I am a beloved child of God, marked with the 

cross of Christ forever. 

Your mercies are new every morning. (Based on 

Lam. 3:23) 

Thank you, gracious God, for the gift of this new 

day. Awaken me to your abiding presence; open 

my eyes to your creation; open my ears to your 

promises; open my heart to the needs of others. 

Fill me with your Spirit and guide me this day in 

works of kindness, justice, and mercy.  I ask this 

in the name of Jesus, the light and life of the 

world.  Amen. 

                   ELCA, Daily Prayers and Blessings 

Return Service Requested 

RESURRECTION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

153 S McKenna Ave. 

Gretna, Nebraska 68028 

mailto:PastorJames@relchurch.net
mailto:Hannah.Grove@relchurch.net
mailto:theoffice@relchurch.net
http://www.relchurch.net/

