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Traditional Worship 
July 25, 2021

 

GATHERING 
WELCOME 

BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who shines in glory, 
clothes us in compassion, 
and bears gifts of mercy for all. 
Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Loving God, 
we confess that we have turned from your way 
to follow our own ways. 
Forgive us for the times 
we have spoken or acted too quickly; 
we have not spoken or acted at all; 
we have hurt those closest to us; 
we have hurt those we have yet to know; 
we have thought more about ourselves than others; 
we have thought less of ourselves than we ought. 
Turn us around, and give us a fresh start, 
so that we can live again as your children.  
Amen. 

Even when we have done wrong, God makes us right. 
Even when we have messed up, God puts us together. 
God’s love never runs out. 
God never tires of calling us beloved children. 
Hear God say to you now: 
Your sins are forgiven, 
for the sake of ☩ Jesus Christ our Savior 
Amen. 

GATHERING HYMN Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty, ELW 533                            
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   
And also with you. 

KYRIE
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HYMN OF PRAISE

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
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Let us pray. 
Gracious God, you have placed within the hearts of all your 
children a longing for your word and a hunger for your truth. 
Grant that we may know your Son to be the true bread of 
heaven and share this bread with all the world, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

WORD 
FIRST READING  2 Kings 4:42-44 
42A man came from Baal-shalishah, bringing food from the first 
fruits to the man of God: twenty loaves of barley and fresh ears of 
grain in his sack. Elisha said, "Give it to the people and let them 
eat." 43But his servant said, "How can I set this before a hundred 
people?" So he repeated, "Give it to the people and let them eat, 
for thus says the LORD, 'They shall eat and have some left.'" 44He 
set it before them, they ate, and had some left, according to the 
word of the LORD. 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

RESPONSIVE PSALM Psalm 145:10-18 
10All your works shall give thanks to you, O LORD, and all your 
faithful shall bless you. 
11They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom, and tell of your 
power, 
12to make known to all people your mighty deeds, and the glorious 
splendor of your kingdom. 
13Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and your dominion 
endures throughout all generations. The LORD is faithful in all 
his words, and gracious in all his deeds. 
14The LORD upholds all who are falling, and raises up all who are 
bowed down. 
15The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food in due 
season. 
16You open your hand, satisfying the desire of every living thing. 
17The LORD is just in all his ways, and kind in all his doings. 
18The LORD is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in 
truth. 
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SECOND READING Ephesians 3:14-21 
14For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15from whom 
every family in heaven and on earth takes its name. 16I pray that, 
according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that you may be 
strengthened in your inner being with power through his Spirit,  
17and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, as you 
are being rooted and grounded in love. 18I pray that you may have 
the power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the breadth 
and length and height and depth, 19and to know the love of Christ 
that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the 
fullness of God. 20Now to him who by the power at work within us 
is able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or 
imagine, 21to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all 
generations, forever and ever. Amen. 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
GOSPEL John 6:1-21 
The holy gospel according to St. John, beginning in the 6th chapter. 
 

 
1After this Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also 
called the Sea of Tiberias. 2A large crowd kept following him, because 
they saw the signs that he was doing for the sick. 3Jesus went up 
the mountain and sat down there with his disciples. 4Now the 
Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near. 5When he looked up 
and saw a large crowd coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, 
"Where are we to buy bread for these people to eat?" 6He said 
this to test him, for he himself knew what he was going to do.  



8 
 

7Philip answered him, "Six months' wages would not buy enough 
bread for each of them to get a little." 8One of his disciples, Andrew, 
Simon Peter's brother, said to him, 9There is a boy here who has 
five barley loaves and two fish. But what are they among so many 
people? 10Jesus said, "Make the people sit down." Now there was 
a great deal of grass in the place; so they sat down, about five 
thousand in all. 11Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he had 
given thanks, he distributed them to those who were seated; so 
also the fish, as much as they wanted. 12When they were satisfied, 
he told his disciples, "Gather up the fragments left over, so that 
nothing may be lost." 13So they gathered them up, and from the 
fragments of the five barley loaves, left by those who had eaten, 
they filled twelve baskets. 14When the people saw the sign that he 
had done, they began to say, "This is indeed the prophet who is to 
come into the world." 15When Jesus realized that they were about 
to come and take him by force to make him king, he withdrew 
again to the mountain by himself. 16When evening came, his 
disciples went down to the sea, 17got into a boat, and started across 
the sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet come 
to them. 18The sea became rough because a strong wind was 
blowing. 19When they had rowed about three or four miles, they 
saw Jesus walking on the sea and coming near the boat, and they 
were terrified. 20But he said to them, "It is I; do not be afraid."  
21Then they wanted to take him into the boat, and immediately 
the boat reached the land toward which they were going. 

The gospel of the Lord. 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE/MESSAGE 

HYMN OF THE DAY All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly, ELW 461 

CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the virgin Mary. 
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He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

PASSING THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

CHILDREN’S OFFERING/OFFERING 

OFFERING SONG Create in Me, ELW 186 

 

 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
God of all creation, 
all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. You bring 
forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with 
these gifts, that we might be for the world signs of your gracious 
presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Rooted in Christ and sustained by the Spirit, we offer our prayers 
for the church, the world, and all of creation. 

We pray for the church. Bless the ministries of our neighboring 
congregations. Empower churches throughout the world and 
encourage missionaries who accompany global neighbors. Kindle 
in us a spirit of collaboration, that all people may know your loving 
works. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

We pray for creation. Send rain to lands experiencing drought and 
come to the aid of those enduring sweltering heat. Nurture wheat 
and barley crops grown for the nourishment of your people and 
conserve aquatic habitats and fish populations. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

We pray for those who govern. Cast out arrogance, selfishness, 
and corruption and instruct those who lead to practice compassion 
and humility. Inspire them with a vision of the common good and a 
commitment to ensure that all who hunger are fed. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

We pray for those bowed down by heavy burdens: those who are 
unemployed or underemployed, those unable to find affordable 
housing, and those without health insurance. Console those who 
grieve and hear the cries of those who call to you for healing. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

We pray for this assembly. Deepen our resolve to use what we have 
to serve those in need. When we worry that we do not have enough 
resources for ministry, assure us of your abundance. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

We give thanks for those who have died. As you sustained them 
through all their days, so dwell in our hearts, that we may have 
the power to comprehend, with all the saints, the love of Christ 
that surpasses knowledge. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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We lift these and all our prayers to you, O God, confident in the 
promise of your saving love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever.   
Amen. 

SENDING 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FINAL BLESSING  
The blessing of God, 
who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, 
☩ be upon you now and forever. 
Amen. 

SENDING HYMN Sent Forth by God’s Blessing, ELW 547 

DISMISSAL 
Dear friends in Christ go and 
Share God’s word,  
Show God’s love,  
Serve God,  
Amen.  

*During the passing of the peace, please offer a peace sign in place of a 
handshake. 
From SundaysAndSeasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by 
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #48706. New Revised Standard 
Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.   
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RESURRECTION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

July 24 & 25, 2021       Gretna, NE  68028 
Church Office:  402-332-3383 Fax:  402-332-4784 

E-mail:  theoffice@relchurch.net Website: www.relchurch.net 
Pr. James Sells: 402-759-6347 

Office Hours:  9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 
 

We welcome you to Resurrection Evangelical Lutheran Church! 
              We hope our time together will be a blessing to you! 

Visitor & Prayers Cards—Welcome to our worship. You are in the right 
place!  Visitor and Prayer cards are available if you’d like to fill one out.  Please 
ask an usher to get you one and return it back to them when you are finished. 
Thank you for worshipping with us today!  
Altar Flowers are given by the Gayle Guilfoyle family. Thank you! 
Bulletins are given by Jimm Murray in remembrance of his loving parents. 

CURRENT HAPPENINGS 
Gretna Days Worship Times Please note, there will be no worship service 

on July 31st and only one 8:30 a.m. worship service on 
August 1st due to our Gretna Days activities. 

Presentation of Backpacks All students and teachers are invited to join us 
for a “Blessing of the Backpacks” and teacher bags on August 
7th & 8th during our normal worship times. You will be 
presented with a special backpack tag to attach to your 
backpack or bag. Please bring your backpack or bag to service 

and we will bless both of you during this service 
Update: Funeral Announcements/Luncheon To keep you better informed 

when we have a funeral/luncheon at Resurrection, we are sending 
out detailed emails of the service.  We have also been attaching a 
sign-up genius asking for desserts and workers to help during this 
difficult time for the family.  If you do not receive emails and you 
would like someone to call you about the luncheon needs, please let 

Karron Brugmann know at 402-332-3562 and she will add you to a list to call.  

Extended-Lutheran World Relief Baby Care Kits The Local & World 
Service team will be collecting items for Baby Care Kits 
for Lutheran World Relief during the month of July.  
If you are interested in helping with one of the basic 
necessities for a new baby in need, please consider 

donating one or more items (we are really in need of t-shirt fabric (50-
100% cotton), and sleepers, sweaters, hoodies (size newborn-24 mo.).  
 A complete list of items of need and a diaper tip sheet to make cloth 
diapers are located on the table by the café.  All items can be added to 
the labeled storage container in the café. Thanks for your support. 

mailto:theoffice@relchurch.net
http://www.relchurch.net/
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Adult Forum: Exile and Return - “The Wilderness Journey Home” 
Join us for our Adult Forum as we relate the struggle of God’s 
people in the 6th century BC, their Exile in Babylon and journey 
home to Jerusalem, to our struggle in the 21st century AD, as we 
start the journey home from our viral exile.  

This study will be on Sunday mornings at 9:40 a.m. in the Conference 
Room.  We will also be on Zoom the study at that same time. 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87953507438?pwd=WnU2dFVvcjNpbytoeStZ
RGZmSGdCZz09 
Meeting ID: 879 5350 7438 
Passcode: 918225 

All sessions will be uploaded to our YouTube channel if the time of the 
session doesn’t work in your schedule, or a weekend is missed!  

Chancel Choir and Bell Choir Chancel Choir and Bell Choir 
rehearsals will begin as usual in September. The 
Chancel Choir rehearses from 6:15-6:45, and the 
Bells from 6:50-7:25 every Wednesday evening 
during the school year. Each choir shares special 
music once per month at the 8:30 service. 

No prior choir experience is required for singing in the Chancel Choir, but 
some musical experience is helpful for bell ringers.  

Look for more information about September start dates in August bulletins. 
We’ll also include that information in service announcements in the weeks 
leading up to launch. 
I’ll look forward to being with you all in rehearsal very soon! – Matt Hill, 
Music Director 

 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87953507438?pwd=WnU2dFVvcjNpbytoeStZRGZmSGdCZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87953507438?pwd=WnU2dFVvcjNpbytoeStZRGZmSGdCZz09


14 
 

ONGOING HAPPENINGS 
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LWST Meal Support and Caring Casseroles The Local & World Service 
Team will now organize the church's meal coordination and 
delivery for church families with new babies, deaths in the 
family, illnesses and other situations where a meal would be 

welcome. If you are interested in joining the meal support sub-team, 
please contact Lexie Frahm at lexie.frahm@gmail.com or 402-416-9113.  

The LSWT also invites members to utilize the Caring Casseroles stocked 
in the church's freezer. The casseroles are for members in need or for 
members to give to those in need outside our church family. 

SIGN-UP NOW!! Flowers and Bulletins 2021 This year our 2021 flower 
and bulletin sign-up sheet is online.  If you would like to call 
into the office, we’d be happy to get you signed up as well.  
We’d love to see fresh flowers on the altar for our worship 
services.  If you are ordering from Town & Country, you will 

 

mailto:lexie.frahm@gmail.com
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need to stop by the church to pick up the flower liners and take them to 
Town & Country to fill M-F, 9-5:30 (they are in the kitchen, take liners 
only).  They will no longer be picking up the liners to fill with flowers.  If 
they do not have the liners, they won’t be able to make the flower 
arrangements for you. 

If you’d like to sign-up go to https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0a44 
acad29a5f58-altar. The suggested donation for bulletin sponsorship is 
$20. You can drop a check in the mail or at the office, Mon—Fri, 8am-3pm  

Letter from the Benevolence & Mission Team Congregation, If you 
know of an organization that has a need (i.e. funding) within 
our community where our team might be of assistance, 
please leave a note in our box in the church office.  We 

will prayerfully consider these requests quarterly along with the other 
requests we regularly receive.  Thank you. 
Archives Team-Pictures Needed The Archives Team is looking for 

pictures of past church activities. They are looking for old 
ones, new ones, or any that have a story to them.  Please 
contact Jim Eichner at Eichnerj6527@msn.com if you have 
any to share. Thank you!  

Personal Information Changes? Do you have a name, address, phone 
number or email change?  If so, please contact the office by phone at 
402-332-3383 or email us at theoffice@relchurch.net. If you would like us 
to have an emergency contact number, please include that as well.  

RELC Quilting Group The RELC Quilting Group will meet at 1:00 p.m. 
on the second and fourth Tuesday of the month. Please consider 
dropping off any old blankets and sheets of any size, batting and 100% 
cotton material (scraps are fine too, if they are large enough for quilt 
squares). Thank you! 

Food Pantry Donations Please drop off all food items in the pantry area 
in our south hallway by the yellow carts.  Only food donations are being 
taken at this time. Please do not drop off clothing or household items 
to the church.  Please find alternate drop off locations until further notice. 

• Gretna Neighbors - During this time, the Gretna Neighbors 
Food Pantry will be open during our regular hours, which are the 
1st and 3rd Saturday of each month from 9:00-11:00 a.m. and the  
2nd Wednesday of the month from 6:00-7:00 p.m. We are only 
handing out pre-bagged groceries with pre-designated amounts of 
non-perishable items and frozen food items.   

If you or someone you know is in need in the Gretna school 
district, you are invited to stop by during these hours.  We don’t 
discriminate.  You will only need to show proof of residency in 
the school district.   
 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0a44acad29a5f58-altar
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0a44acad29a5f58-altar
mailto:Eichnerj6527@msn.com
mailto:theoffice@relchurch.net
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• Project Hope Food Pantry – Please drop off your donated food 
items and your very gently used or new clothing items and they 
will be taken to Project Hope. 

Hospital Visits Hospitals usually don’t contact us when you go into the 
hospital due to the privacy act.  If you or a family member is going into 
the hospital, be sure and let the office know so that we can be there for 
you with prayerful support. 

TAGG To date, our church TAGGers have raised more than $2000 for 
church projects sponsored by the Local & World Service 
Team. Download the app to your smartphone and choose 
RELC as the supported organization. You can also drop 
your receipts at the office. When you purchase from a 

TAGG business, it will donate up to 5% of your total purchase to RELC.  

Followers of Christ-Prison Ministry If you are interested in becoming 
involved to help those incarcerated.  Please contact Scott Drews at 402-670-
8259 or sdrews@bhhc.com or you may contact the office for more information.  
Save your Best Choice and Box Tops for Education Labels! Deposit 
them in the containers located at the Outreach Corner with yellow shelving. 

Aluminum Can Collection! Bring your empty cans to the container outside  
of the west door of the church-in the alley. We please ask that you do not 
crush them.  The can needs to be visible for refund purposes. The 
proceeds will go to Least of My Brethren. 

The Following Opportunities Are Available Now  
Volunteer Needs: 

• Lay Reader Coordinator & Lay Readers 
Contact: theoffice@relchurch.net   

• Sunday School Teachers/Substitute Teachers 
Contact: theoffice@relchurch.net  

**If you have questions about any of these opportunities or would like 
more details, please contact the church office at 402-332-3383. 

MEDICAL ASSISTANCE 
*Hand sanitizers are available throughout the church for your use. 
*For large print bulletins, please contact the office. 
*Wheelchairs are available for your use in the church.  Contact an usher or a council person for assistance. 
*First Aid kits are located in the kitchen and    church office. 
There is an AED (Automated External Defibrillator) located on the wall by the south bathrooms 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:sdrews@bhhc.com
mailto:theoffice@relchurch.net
mailto:theoffice@relchurch.net
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Our shut-in members and those in the assisted living and nursing 
homes: Darlene Foged, Margie Biel, Patti Huff, Marlene Kuehl, Sharon 
Barkley, Keith Barkley, Carol Schlueter, Marge Warren, Delores Kreifels, 
Jackie Mowinkel, Joan Bohling, Thelma Mowinkel, Carol Ehlers  
Healing and courage:  Richard & Nancy Ayer’s grandson-Aaron Wyscarver, 
Marie Lemke, Jane Joyce’s sister-Janet Sauvain, Jen & HJ Hardy’s Cousins-
Belinda Chapin & Natasha Dalby, The Bob & Alicia Fechtmeister family, 
Erick Hill’s cousin-Matthew Arnold, Nicole Slusher’s mother-Charlene 
Hesser, Miles McMahill, Kim Mefford’s friend’s husband, Steve Norman, Gwen 
Reier, Jim Raess, Jeanne Ralston’s friend-Amy LaFontaine, Alvin & JoAnn 
Glasshoff’s daughter-Dawn Allbery, Kelli Barnhart, Joyce McMahill’s cousin-
Mary Weber, Jean Schnack, Miles & Joyce McMahill’s friend-Rosie, Linda 
Karas, Kris & Becky Wagner Family, Denise McKay, Sharon Barkley’s 
grandson-Jeremy Eidson, Wendy Killingsworth, Roger Asche, Jerry Walker, 
Lois Nore, Denise McKay’s sister-Kathy Ewert 

Sympathies: A special church family member, Tom Hansen, has passed 
away.  We ask you to keep his daughter and son-in-law, Jennifer and Aaron 
Bush and their family and friends in your prayers. Tom, a longtime member 
of Resurrection, passed away on July 10th.  Funeral services will be held at 
Resurrection Church on Friday, July 23rd at 10:30 a.m. with a catered 
luncheon to follow.  God bless Tom’s family during this time. 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to the family and friends of Gayle 
Guilfoyle.  Gayle passed away on July 15th and a memorial service took 
place at Resurrection on July 22nd.  Please keep Gayle’s family in your 
prayers at this time.  May God be with you and may the good memories 
you have comfort you now. 

Birthdays: Chris Langmaack, Jordan Mason, Corinne Andreasen, Greta 
Henning, Cierra Johnson, Nicole Slusher, Becky Sells, Finley Killingsworth, 
Sean Reagan, Craig Mohling, Henry Briese, Pam Dauner, Thad Buster, 
Emma Buresh 

Anniversaries: Brian & Nina Rongisch, Doug & Shawna Thomsen, Bill & 
Debbie Schwarten 

Concord Sister Congregation: Please pray for our sister congregation, 
Concordia Lutheran Church in Concord, NE.   
Service Men and Women: For all those serving our country and for the families 
of soldiers who were killed or injured, that they be healed in body and spirit.  

 

 

 

 

PRAYERS 
Be still, and know that I am God… 
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            WORSHIP LEADERS - STAFF- VOLUNTEERS  
 Pastor: James Sells 

Youth & Congregational Life Director: Hannah Grove 

Church Council Members: 
Bill Schwarten, Larry Rippe, Linda Biel-Karas, Becky Wagner, Lexie 
Frahm, Dave Schram, Rich Killingsworth, Darren Elliott, Evan Kock 

Council Duty July 24 
5:30 p.m.-Linda Karas, Becky Wagner 

Council Duty June 25 
8:30 a.m.-Rich Killingsworth, Larry Rippe  

10:45 a.m.-Linda Karas, Open 
Council Duty July 31 
5:30 p.m.-No Service 

Council Duty August 1 
8:30 a.m.-Rich Killingsworth, Bill Schwarten  

10:45 a.m.-No Service 

Financial Office Manager (Mon-Wed): Desiree Stednitz 

Administrative Office Manager (Wed-Fri): Jeanne Ralston 

Nursery Coordinator (Sat 5:30pm, Sun 8:30-11:30am): Dhani Milliman 
Music Director: Dr. Matt Hill 

Sunday School Superintendant: Lynn Donahue 

Custodial Needs: Property Team, Jeremy Reineke 

Flowers & Bulletins:  
July, August, September-Shelly Grimm 

Lay Readers for July 
5:30 pm (Sat.)-7/24 Linette Jahn   

8:30 am (Sun.)-7/24 & 31 Erick Hill 
10:45 am (Sun.)-Kevin Karas 

Lay Readers for August 
5:30 pm (Sat.)-Tammy Williams   
8:30 am (Sun.)-Kris Wagner 

10:45 am (Sun.)-Deb Wallman

Acolytes for July 24 
5:30 p.m.-Lexie Wagner, Open 

Acolytes for July 25  
8:30 a.m.-Junior Killingsworth 

10:45 a.m.-Open, Open 
Acolytes for July 31 
5:30 p.m.-No Service 

Acolytes for August 1  
8:30 a.m.-Junior Killingsworth 

10:45 a.m.-No Service

ATTENDANCE 
Saturday: Blended 25  

Sunday: Traditional 42, Contemporary 52 
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