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 MESSENGER  

  

From the Pastor’s Desk 

Happy Summer! 

As this program and school year come to a close, I 

hear from the teachers I’ve talked to of relief. Not 

that the kids are leaving for the summer but that 

the load of carrying this difficult year may be set 

aside even as plans are made for a normal return to duties in the Fall.  

In this case, the sacred reflects the secular, at least in terms of programming. 

Confirmation concluded with less than the sharp edge of years past as 

playing catch-up to time lost during the pandemic met the end of school 

needs of parents and staff. Speaking for myself, I’m glad to lay this 

particular burden down for the summer so that we can prepare for a 

normal return in the Fall, which is reflected in much of the rest of the 

church’s ministry. 

This doesn’t mean that nothing is going on this Summer! In June we’ll see 

the High School youth off to their mission trip to Alamosa and the confirmands 

will have their first week of camp. We’ve also extended a job offer to a new 

Director of Youth Ministry and Parish Life, so she’ll (Hannah) have a busy 

summer getting to know the kids and gearing up for September. This staffing 

and a normal return to activities will greatly benefit our congregation! 

June is also a big month for COVID changes at the church, as we return to 

three services; 5:30pm Saturday, 8:30am and 10:45am on Sunday. The 

Saturday service will be mask required, the Sunday services will be mask 

optional. I am also really looking forward to the return of full liturgies for 

the Blended, Traditional, and Contemporary Services.  

Fellowship also won’t take a break in June as F3 continues. For those who 

don’t know F3 is “Fridays, Fire pits, and Fellowship” the location of each 

gathering is sent along with the announcement emails that Jeanne sends 

out each Friday. So far these have been a big success, but they will be 

better with your presence! 

Also, in June we’ll see a partnership between RELC, and an organization 

called Opportunities Inc., which provides activities and programming for 

youth with special needs, begin. Not only will this partnership place a 
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location for families with these needs in the Gretna community, but it will also provide a bit of income 

for RELC and occupy unused space in the building during the week. This is fruit born from the 

accessibility added to the building during the Refresh project.  

Happy summer everyone! While some ministries are closing for the year others are opening up and new 

relationships are being formed because God continues to be with us on the Wilderness Journey Home.  

Have a blessed June, 

 

 

Pr. James W. Sells 

 

RESURRECTION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  

Pastor’s Report, April 16th-May 7th        

OFFICIAL DUTIES: 

Visitations: 60 

Funerals: 1 

 03/26: Jim Schram 

RELC ACTIVITIES: 

04/17: - Exile and Return Study 

  - Worship 

04/18: - Middle School Sunday School 

  - Worship, Upload to Facebook and 

              YouTube 

  - Acolyte Training 

04/20: - Text Study 

  - SEED Meeting 

  - Council Meeting 

04/21: - Staff Meeting 

  - Confirmation 

04/22: - Schram Funeral 

  - Mentoring 

04/23: - Initial Interview with Youth Minister 

               Candidate 

04/24: - Exile and Return Study 

  - Worship 

04/25: - Middle School Sunday School 

  - Worship, Upload to Facebook and 

               YouTube 

04/27: - Text Study 

  - Thrivent Action Plan Progress Monitoring 

               Meeting 

04/28: - Staff Meeting 

  - Confirmation 

  - Youth Underground 

04/29: - Stewardship Meeting with Dea. Timothy 

              Siburg 

  - F3 Meeting 

  - Mentoring 

04/30: - Meeting with Bill Ehegartner;  

              Opportunities Inc. 

05/01: - Exile and Return Study 

  - Worship 

05/02: - Middle School Sunday School/Coffee  

              Fellowship 

  - Worship with Senior Quilt Blessing  

              (Service not recorded) 

05/03: - Text Study 

05/04: - Staff Meeting 

  - Confirmation 

  - Underground at The Mark 

05/05: - Prayer Team Meeting 

  - Mentoring 

05/07: - Mentoring 

UP COMING EVENTS AND CONVERSATION: 

05/14: Underground Fundraiser: “Shrek” Drive 

in Movie. 

05/17-21: Pastor at Homiletics Festival (Out of 

office but available for emergency) 

05/23: CPR Training ($20) 

05/30: Memorial Weekend Service at Peterson 

Park/Mobile Grace Food Truck 

06/04: Ostdiek Wedding 

06/05: Services go back to normal 

06/09-11: Jeanne on Vacation 

06/13-18: Confirmation Camp Week 2 

06/20-25: Underground Mission Trip 
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CHURCHWIDE NEWS 

 

 

 
 

PASTORAL REFLECTION: 

There has been appreciable life return to the 

congregation as we continue on the Wilderness 

Journey Home. While we are not there yet, the 

progress that has been made so far gives ample 

hope for the future. Summer is going to be a 

busy time for Resurrection, and I pray the Spirits 

presence to empower our ministry because it 

will take a lot of energy. I am thankful for our 

volunteers that make this work possible. 

 

 
Are you READY???? 

Our Wilderness Journey Home continues to 

bring us one more step closer to our destination; 

a destination of normalcy especially within our 

church. 

The COVID Task Force (CTF) continues to monitor 

conditions and recommendations and present 

the recommendations to council.  You should 

have received the latest “revised” COVID 19 

Protocols effective June 5, 2021, in one or more 

of the several communication streams from the 

church office.  The latest recommendations that 

were proposed and accepted by council are: 

• Beginning June 5th & 6th  

o Saturday Worship services will be face 

mask “mandatory”.   

o Both Sunday Worship services will be 

face mask “optional”. 

o Offering plates will once again be 

passed, via the ushers, at the Sunday 

morning services 

More updates will come as we continue moving 

forward. 

Have you given any thought to what happens 

once we finally get home?  There will be some 

rebuilding that needs to be done just as 

Nehemiah was tasked to do with rebuilding the 

wall around Jerusalem after the exile.  Things to 

do to get people, ministries and programs 

reenergized within the church.   

Whose responsibility will that be since we don’t 

have Nehemiah here?  Simple answer, ALL OF 

OURS!!!  Our church family will have to and must 

come together to reinstitute the time-honored 

traditions, ministries and programs that RELC is 

known for and who we are.  It could be those 

ministries and programs may change and/or may 

have a different look and feel, but nonetheless 

are a vital part of Resurrection.  In the coming 

months, I challenge each of you to: 

• Think out of the box on how programs 

could be enhanced to make them better 

• Ask yourself, where can I help or get 

involved and then get involved.  We 

need you!! 

I am confident that we will come home from our 

journey refreshed, revitalized and ready to rebuild 

Resurrection and make it a place everyone will 

call home. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Bill Schwarten, Council President 

 
 

 

SERVING ARMS & AGENCIES OF NEBRASKA 

Lutheran Family Services of Nebraska 

Beginning in 1892 as orphanages in Omaha and 

Fremont, LFS expresses God’s love for all people 

by annually impacting the lives of more than 

45,000 people of all faiths. In its locations throughout 

Nebraska, Council Bluffs, Iowa; LFS builds and 

strengthens children, individuals and families 

through behavioral health programs, adoption 

and services for children and community services. 

Mosaic 

Mosaic is an affiliated social ministry organization 

of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, 

a recognized service organization of the Lutheran 

Church - Missouri Synod, and a member of 

Lutheran Services in America. Mosaic provides 

individualized services, living options, work 

choices, spiritual nurture and advocacy to people 

http://www.lfsneb.org/
http://www.mosaicinfo.org/
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with disabilities in more than 50 communities 

across 16 states and Great Britain. 

Nebraska Lutheran Campus Ministry 

NeLCM is the ministry of the ELCA in public, 

private and church university settings across 

Nebraska. Campus pastors and ministers serve 

at Beatrice, Chadron, Fremont, Hastings, Kearney, 

Lincoln, Omaha, Norfolk and Wayne—inviting 

people in these academic settings more deeply 

into Jesus Christ and the community which bears 

his name so that they might fulfill their vocation 

as disciples. 

NE Lutheran Outdoor Ministries - Ashland, NE 

Providing opportunities for Christian growth and 

education through camp, conference and retreat 

programs. NLOM annually serves more than 2,500 

summer campers and 18,000 retreat guests at Carol 

Joy Holling Center (Ashland), Sullivan Hills Camp 

(Lodgepole) and Day Camp locations across NE. 

NLOM provides life changing opportunities for 

people of all ages across all seasons. 

Tabitha Health Care Services 

Tabitha provides the most complete continuum 

of pre-and post-hospital services in Nebraska, 

serving more than 32 counties with quality, 

Christian health care. Tabitha offers Medicare-

certified home health care, a nursing center, 

comprehensive rehabilitation services, private 

duty round-the-clock home care, housing, 

Meals on Wheels and hospice services. 

Blue Valley Lutheran Homes - Hebron, NE 

Blue Valley Lutheran Homes is a social ministry 

organization dedicated to serving the elderly, 

as well as the physically and mentally challenged, 

with dignity and respect through Christian love 

& compassion. Facilities include: Blue Valley 

Nursing Home; Blue Valley Care Home (for 

mentally challenged adults); The Gardens (for 

Alzheimer’s and Dementia); and Courtyard 

Terrace Assisted Living Apartments. 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Community - Blair, NE 

No matter what, no matter where, it’s always 

home, if love is there.  Love is here at Good 

Shepherd Lutheran Community, the love reflective 

of Jesus Christ, the Good Shepherd.  We share 

this love with the flock we care for in our nursing 

home, special care unit, assisted living, subsidized 

housing, independent living, and child development 

center.  Our community responds to the Lord’s 

invitation to know and be known by God. 

Immanuel 

In every life, there are stories to be told. There 

are victories to be celebrated. There is joy to be 

shared. These are the stories playing out every day 

in the Senior Living Communities of Immanuel 

and Immanuel Pathways. At Immanuel, it is 

understood that a home is more than four walls 

and a roof over your head. It is the place where 

you create your own life story. Because of that, 

Immanuel is dedicated to helping their residents, 

participants and subscribers make the most of 

every chapter of their lives. 

---------------------------------------------------- 

PASSAGE 

PASSAGE is a small-group ministry 

and resource development program 

for recently graduated high school 

seniors as they transition to their 

next phase of life and continue their faith journey. 

Registration is now open and will close on June 

25; groups will begin meeting the week of July 

4. Among the weekly discussion topics will be 

relationships, change, self-awareness and hope. 

PASSAGE will connect recently graduated high 

school students from across the country with one 

another and young adult small group leaders. 

The communities formed through PASSAGE will 

be centered on mutual support and wrestling 

with faith and life in times of transition. Our 

scripture for this ministry comes from Isaiah 43, 

“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have 

called you by name, you are mine. When you 

pass through the waters, I will be with you; and 

through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you”. 

The ongoing purpose of PASSAGE is to connect 

high school seniors to the next part of their 

faith journey as a “rite of passage” into ELCA 

Young Adult Ministry. Small groups will begin 

the first week of July and last for 6 weeks. After 

http://www.nelcm.com/
http://www.nlom.org/
http://www.tabitha.org/
http://www.bvlh.org/
http://www.goodshepherdblair.org/
http://www.immanuelseniorliving.com/
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filling out your registration (before June 25), 

you will be contacted by a PASSAGE Leader. For 

questions email elcapassage@gmail.com. Go to 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1A2yXy9vscQ

OD6zCprOckbKoYTkAGbjioh0HHy2AXK9E/view

form?edit_requested=true and get registered 

today.

SISTER CONGREGATION 

       Concordia 

        Lutheran 

         Church 

       Concord, Nebraska 

At the NE ELCA Synod Assembly, we chose 

Concordia Lutheran Church in Concord, NE as 

our sister congregation in Nebraska.   

Most people do not know where Concord is.  

They are in the Northeast about 40 miles west 

of South Sioux City and 12 miles north of Wayne.   

Old Business includes: Mutual Ministry team 

will set up a meeting time in May. The Memorial 

Funds suggestion list was reviewed and will be 

complete soon for use. Vicar and RIC committee 

members will update RIC bulletin statement. 

New Business includes: Some discussion was 

held concerning the need for a property manager 

for church property to keep on top of maintenance 

items for parsonage, Post Office and Church 

building. Discussion on COVID restrictions was 

held and it was decided that going forward mask 

wearing would be optional and communion will 

soon revert back to former ways of doing.  Wayne 

State campus ministry will be leading a joint 

congregational outdoor worship at CLC on Aug 

29th. Free will offering for a meal following 

service will be provided to the Wayne State 

Campus Ministry.  Approval was made to have 

outdoor services on the last Sundays of May, 

June, July, weather permitting.  NLOM has 

asked for $2500 for summer camps. A motion 

was made and approved to send $500 now and 

 

maybe another $500 later in the year.  Some 

discussion was held on adding the option of online 

giving for Concordia through Vancopayments.com. 

Vicar will contact the company for possible 

presentation to council. There will be a special 

meeting after worship on May 23rd for the 

purpose of obtaining congregational approval 

to go ahead with ramp repair/replacement and 

replacement of parsonage driveway. 

If you’d like to read more about Concordia, 

please go to their website to learn more at: 

https://www.concordialutheranelca.com/. 

 

SEED TEAM  

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

Get Signed Up NOW!!  July 18-22 

Please add our summer VBS program to your 

calendar on July 18-22 from 6:00-8:15 p.m. with 

a grab and go meal to begin at 5:30 p.m.  The 

theme for this year is “Treasured-Discovering 

You’re Priceless to God”.   

The cost is $10 per child with a maximum of 

$20 per family. You may also purchase VBS CD’s 

for $10 each.  Earn a free registration by 

volunteering. For every adult volunteer, you will 

receive one free registration. 

Get registered for VBS at: 

docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdChu5M

0-hyCcpYTjrh_4LvSOI-Kydp8S6oUdkuAsSbZCX_ 

1w/viewform  

Get signed up to be a VBS volunteer at: 

www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0b45a5ae2ba3f

49-vbs2021  

 

mailto:elcapassage@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1A2yXy9vscQOD6zCprOckbKoYTkAGbjioh0HHy2AXK9E/viewform?edit_requested=true
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1A2yXy9vscQOD6zCprOckbKoYTkAGbjioh0HHy2AXK9E/viewform?edit_requested=true
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1A2yXy9vscQOD6zCprOckbKoYTkAGbjioh0HHy2AXK9E/viewform?edit_requested=true
https://www.concordialutheranelca.com/
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0b45a5ae2ba3f49-vbs2021
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0b45a5ae2ba3f49-vbs2021
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SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Thank you for a wonderful year.  

We will see you again when we 

resume Sunday School on September 

12th.  You are a special Child of God.  Enjoy your 

summer! 

“Let the little children come to me, and do not 

hinder them for the kingdom of heaven 

belongs to such as these.”  Matthew 19:14 

------------------------------------------------------- 

LAMBS PROGRAMMING (1st-5th Grade) 

Watch for details on our Lambs 

programming at the end of summer.  

Have a safe and fun summer.    

---------------------------------------------------- 

Acolyting 4th-8th Grade Students: 

All students grades 4th-8th are 

invited to sign up for acolyting at 

our Saturday and Sunday worship 

services.  To sign up for our 

acolyte services please go to our sign up at 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0 

a44acad29a5f58-aprilmay1.  

----------------------------------------------------  

CONFIRMATION 

6th through 8th Confirmation 2021-2022  

Thanks for the great year!  Watch for more 

details at the end of summer to see what great 

things are to come in our 2021-2022 year. 

 

UNDERGROUND ON WEDNESDAYS 7:00 PM 

All 9-12th grade students are invited to join us 

every Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. for the Youth 

Underground programming.  

Schedule: 

6/02: Wednesday, 7:00 p.m. 

          Org. meeting for VBS Carnival  

          Fundraiser/Games/Devotions 

6/09: Wednesday, 7:00 p.m.  

          Org. meeting for VBS Carnival  

          Fundraiser/Games/Devotions 

6/16: Friday, Time TBD 

           Org. meeting for Mission Trip  

          Fundraiser/Games/Devotions 

6/19: Wednesday, 7:00 p.m. 

          Organizational Meeting & Devotions 

6/20-25: Mission Trip to Alamosa, CO  

---------------------------------------------------- 

2021 MISSION TRIP 

  

Please pray for safe travels, fun times, fellowship, 

and friendship for our Youth Underground students 

who will be leaving for their Mission Trip to 

Alamosa, CO on June 20th and returning June 25th.  

------------------------------------------------------- 

Congratulations again to our graduated seniors.  

Here are a few pictures from Senior Quilt Sunday. 

 

 

June 20-25 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0a44acad29a5f58-aprilmay1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0a44acad29a5f58-aprilmay1
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COLLEGE AGED MINISTRY & 

PROGRAMMING (CAMP) 
CAMP stands for College Aged Ministry Programs! 

This program is for anyone who has graduated 

from high school. All are welcome to attend 

(even if you decided that college wasn’t your 

post-high school plans! We want to connect 

with all of you)! 

Contact Lona Pinkall at 402-332-5057 if you’re 

interested in being added to this list.  

------------------------------------------------------- 

S.O.C.K Program 

Thanks to those who agreed to sponsor 

a student. We have matched up all the 

students who signed up with a sponsor 

and we know they appreciate that support. 

Plans for a December or early January gathering 

will be postponed until a safer time.  We will be 

closely monitoring Covid alert levels to determine 

when to proceed with an event. Thank you for 

your understanding. 

If you have any more questions, please contact 

Lona Pinkall at 402-332-5057. 

 

LOCAL & WORLD SERVICE 
TOGETHER A GREATER GOOD 

To date, our church TAGGers 

have raised more than $1700 for 

church projects sponsored by the 

Local & World Service Team.  

Download the app to your smartphone and 

choose RELC as the supported organization. 

You can also drop your receipts at the office. 

When you purchase from a TAGG business, it will 

donate up to 5% of your total purchase to RELC.  

The Local & World Service Team invites 
you to do the TAGG of the MONTH! 

                    JUNE is  

  LOCAL Beer, Patio & Kitchen  

 Located at NEX Outlet Mall, Gretna 

They will donate 5% of your receipt. 

 

Lutheran World Relief-Baby Care Kits 

 
We will be collecting items for Baby Care Kits 

for Lutheran World Relief during the month 

of June.  These kits help a baby get off to a 

good start in life with basic baby care supplies.  

Every that you make will be cherished by the 

person who receives it in their time of need. 

If you are interested in helping with one of the 

basic necessities for a new baby in need, please 

consider donating one or more of the following 

items needed for each kit. We will also have 

complete Baby Care Kit description sheets 

and diaper instruction sheets on the table 

by the RELC Café. 

 TWO lightweight cotton t-shirts (no Onesies ®) 

 TWO long- or short-sleeved gowns or sleepers 

(without feet) 

 TWO receiving blankets, medium-weight 

cotton or flannel, or crocheted or knitted 

with lightweight yarn, between 36” and 52” 

square 

 FOUR cloth diapers, flat fold preferred 

 ONE jacket, sweater or sweatshirt with a hood, 

or include a baby cap 

 TWO pairs of socks 

 ONE hand towel, dark color recommended 

 TWO or three bath-size bars of gentle soap 

equaling 8 to 9 oz., any brand, in original 

wrapping; no mini or hotel size bars 

  TWO diaper pins or large safety pins 

 

mailto:tyler.johnson@relchurch.net
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LWST Meal Support and Caring Casseroles  

 In addition to the Local & World 

Service Team ministry of meal 

support and caring casseroles, 

Caring Meals are now also 

available.  Caring Meals will work similar to a 

“Meal Train”. Caring Meals are a way of 

providing temporary meal support for our 

church family, perhaps those having just had 

surgery, coming home from being in rehab, or a 

serious illness.  Caring Meals will consist of a 

main dish and one side, which could be a 

vegetable, fruit, bread, or dessert. These meals 

could be provided once or twice a week, for up 

to 4 weeks. Please contact the church if you, or a 

family member, is in need of Caring Meals. 

The LSWT also invites members to utilize the 

Caring Casseroles stocked in the church's freezer. 

The casseroles are for members in need or for 

members to give to those in need outside our 

church family.  The church is open 8:00 a.m. to 

3:00 p.m. for you to stop by to pick one up. There 

is nothing to sign, just grab and deliver it to 

whomever is in need. Show someone you care 

with a specially prepared with care casserole. 

----------------------------------------------------

Caring Casseroles Restock 

The Local and World Service Team 

is hosting a Caring Casseroles 

Restock event, now through 

June 27. We seek members of the congregation 

to cook and assemble freezer-friendly casseroles 

that will be stored in the church's kitchen freezer 

and available for members of the congregation 

to give when a meal is needed. For this restock, 

we request smaller-portioned pans (approx. 

7"x9" pans). Please label pan lids with the type 

of casseroles and our team will attach a title 

and cooking instruction label. An information 

sheet, with recipes and instructions, is available 

in the church office. 

Drop off at church: members of the Local & 

World Service team will collect casseroles, in 

the north church parking lot, during the 

following dates and times: 

• Saturday, June 26: 5-5:30 p.m. 

• Sunday, June 27: 8-8:30 a.m. and 9:30-

10:45 a.m. 

 

WORSHIP & MUSIC TEAM 
PHASE II WORSHIP SERVICES 

Don’t miss hearing God’s word as 

Pr. James Sells shares the Gospel 

with us each week.  

The church and the church office are open during 

the week from 8:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

The Church Council created a COVID Task 

Force (CTF) to research, evaluate and formulate 

updated COVID-19 protocol. The CTF will 

continue to monitor, evaluate and propose 

protocol changes as our church continues its 

journey home.  

General:  

o    Masks are optional inside the church, 

except when mandated.  

o    Social distancing is practiced and 

encouraged.  

o    Hand sanitizer stations are located 

throughout the building.  

o    Do not enter church if you do not feel 

well, are experiencing symptoms of 

COVID-19 or are COVID-19 positive.  

Worship:  

o    Worship services are in person. See 

revised service schedule effective June 5, 

2021.  

o    Live stream and recorded services are 

available for remote viewing.  

O    A Welcome Station provides bulletins and 

fellowship sign-in cards.  

o    Offerings are collected via an onsite drop 

box, Simply Giving, Vanco Payment Portal, 

by mail or by passing the plate at mask-

optional services.  

o    Communion is distributed by assistants 

wearing masks and gloves.  

Use of Facilities: 

o    Church committees are welcome to hold 

in-person, socially distanced meetings 

within the church.  
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o    Outside requests for the use of church 

facilities are reviewed and approved by 

the Senior Pastor and Council President.  

o    The kitchen is available to prepare and 

serve food. Masks and gloves are required 

by all who use and work in the kitchen.  

Office Staff:  

o    When interacting with visitors, masks 

should be worn.  

o    Staff is expected to stay home if:  

▪   They are not feeling well or experiencing 

         any COVID-19 symptoms.  

o    They have encountered direct exposure 

to a potential COVID-19 case until one of 

the following occurs:  

▪    The case is confirmed negative.  

▪    If the case is positive, staff is expected  

      to quarantine according to current 

      CDC guidelines. 

-------- 

SERVICE SCHEDULE EFFECTIVE JUNE 5, 2021  

Saturday Services – Mask Required  

5:30 p.m. – Blended Service – Sanctuary 

Communion served  

Sunday Services – Masks Optional  

8:30 a.m. – Traditional Service – Sanctuary 

Communion served first & third Sundays  

9:40-10:30 a.m. – Adult Forum – Courtyard & Zoom 

“The Wilderness Journey Home”  

10:45 a.m. – Contemporary Service – Fellowship Hall 

Communion served second & fourth Sundays  

Social distancing is practiced and encouraged.  

Current CDC Guidelines suggest unvaccinated 

persons continue wearing masks in situations 

when 6 feet if social distancing cannot be 

maintained. 

Online Worship Services 

➢ YouTube: (Watch Live or Uploaded Service) 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjXn

hZfhxipkc5ZTA6SrHUw 

➢ Facebook: 

Facebook.com/RELCgretna  

Chancel Choir and Bell Choir 

rehearsals will begin as 

usual in September. More 

details will follow later this 

summer, but our plan right 

now is to resume on our normal calendar. I 

can’t wait to make music with you all again! 

If you’re not a member of either group but 

would LIKE to be, contact me or reach out to 

the office and we’ll get you added to our 

contact list. Enjoy the summer, and I’ll look 

forward to being with you all in rehearsal 

very soon! – Matt Hill, Music Director 

 

HEALTH MINISTRY TEAM 
Greetings from your Health Ministry Team 

       June is Alzheimer’s  

                    and  

   Brain Awareness Month 

Worldwide, 50 million people are living with 

Alzheimer’s and other dementias.  Our memory 

often changes as we age, but memory loss that 

affects daily life is not a typical part of aging.  

Alzheimer’s is a brain disease that causes a slow 

decline in memory, thinking, and reasoning 

skills.   

There are 10 warning signs that may indicate a 

problem.  If you notice any of these, schedule 

an appointment with your healthcare provider 

to discuss options. 

• Memory loss that disrupts daily life 

o Forgetting recently learned information 

o Repeatedly asking the same questions 

o Increasing reliance on memory aids 

• Challenges in planning or solving problems 

o Trouble developing or following a plan 

o Difficulty with bills or following a recipe 

• Difficulty completing familiar tasks 

o Trouble driving to a familiar location 

o Difficulty organizing a grocery list 

• Confusion with time or place 

• Trouble understanding visual images and 

spatial relationships 

o Difficulty with balance 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjXnhZfhxipkc5ZTA6SrHUw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjXnhZfhxipkc5ZTA6SrHUw
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o Trouble reading 

o Challenges judging distance which may 

cause driving issues 

• New problems with words in speaking or 

writing 

• Misplacing things and losing the ability to 

retrace steps 

• Decreased or poor judgement 

• Withdrawal from work or social activities 

• Changes in mood and personality 

If you notice one or more of these signs in 

yourself or a loved one, have the symptoms 

evaluated by a healthcare provider.  They can 

help determine if symptoms are related to 

Alzheimer’s or another treatable condition.  

Early diagnosis provides a better chance of 

benefiting from treatment and eligibility in a 

wider variety of clinical trials.  Early diagnosis 

and treatment also provide emotional and social 

benefits for the individual and their family as 

well as more time to plan for the future. 

The great news is there are simple things we 

can do now to prioritize our health and preserve 

our cognitive function!  These include: 

• Controlling your blood pressure 

• Being physically active 

• Exercising your brain - engage in different 

activities - learn new things 

• Staying socially engaged and active 

If you or a loved one are affected with dementia, 

there are many support services and resources 

available.  Call the 24/7 helpline 800-272-3900 

or go to www.alz.org to learn more. 

Here’s to your health! 

 
BENEVOLENCE & MISSION TEAM 

Resurrection Evangelical 

Lutheran Church (RELC) 

distributes 8% of our quarterly 

offering to the Evangelical  

Lutheran Church of America (ELCA) Synod to help 

organizations in need on a national & worldwide 

basis. The purpose of the Mission & Benevolence  

Team is also to provide financial assistance to 

worthy organizations by distributing 2% of RELC’s 

quarter offering with an emphasis on local needs. 

In making our decisions, we strive to support 

RELC’s strategic long-term plans and goals. 

---------------------------------------------------- 

Psalm 96:1-4 

1 Sing to the LORD a new song; 

    sing to the LORD, all the earth. 
2 Sing to the LORD, praise his name; 

    proclaim his salvation day after day. 
3 Declare his glory among the nations, 

    his marvelous deeds among all peoples. 
4 For great is the LORD and most worthy of praise; 

    he is to be feared above all gods. 

We have so much to be thankful for these days, 

don’t we?  We are seeing our world opening up 

and we’re seeing more changes back to normal, 

or almost normal, right?  The thing that hasn’t 

changed is that God is with us along each and 

every moment and keeping us safe and He is 

worthy of our praise.  As the Psalm says Sing to 

the Lord a new song because He is constant!   

Likewise, our church family is constantly giving 

too.  We extend thanks to all of you for your 

continued support to our ministry. We look 

forward to 2nd quarter distribution in July & we 

thank you in advance!  Together we make a 

difference.   

Many blessings! - Del Armstrong 

---------------------------------------------------- 

Congregation,  

If you know of an organization that has a 

need (i.e. funding) within our community 

where our team might be of assistance, 

please leave a note in our box in the 

church office.  We will prayerfully 

consider these requests quarterly along 

with the other requests we regularly 

receive. 

-Thank you, Benevolence & Mission Team 

---------------------------------------------------- 

Next Meeting Date:  2nd Quarter-July 11, 2021 

http://www.alz.org/
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OUTREACH TEAM 
NEW RELC WEBSITE   

 Check Out the New  

      and Improved  

      RELC Website! 

The Outreach Team is excited to announce the 

new and improved RELC website! One thing that 

hasn’t changed is the address – it remains the 

same relchurch.net.  We spent the past year 

updating and refreshing the site and developing a 

plan to manage it going forward.  We worked with 

a web design company to streamline our website 

and incorporate current graphic design elements 

and search engine optimization.  A process to 

keep the information up-to-date has also been 

established with RELC and the web designer.  

This will allow us to more easily make changes 

and additions to the website going forward! 

Here’s some of the things you’ll find on the 

website: 

• Refreshed look and feel with new pictures! 

• Easier navigation and improved user-friendliness. 

• Separate Sign Ups link and Serving Opportunities 

page to simplify signing up to volunteer and 

serve. 

• Updated Donate page and links that detail 

all the ways to give to RELC. 

• Access to RELC weekly bulletins, Messengers 

and Annual Reports. 

Please visit the website and check out the new 

look!   If you have questions or feedback, 

contact a member of the Outreach team. 

 

PROPERTY TEAM 

The property team has nothing 

new to report this month, but 

we’d like to remind everyone 

that the property team is always 

looking for new members that 

like to get involved and have fresh new ideas 

for our church properties.  

Please contact Bill Schwarten at 402-290-6300 

if you are interested in joining the team. 

RELC ARCHIVES TEAM 

 

In the summer of 2008, a committee comprised 

of, Matt Anderson, Keith Barkley, Susan Clegg, 

Brian Dauner, Jeanne Fleck, Karen Jahn, Irma 

Lamprecht, Charlotte Pfeffer, Bryan Ralston, Larry 

and Nellie Snell, Jon Wolken, and Lona Pinkall 

began to plan for Resurrection’s 100th Anniversary 

celebration. After numerous meetings, many 

ideas for a plan was finalized for “A Celebration 

Weekend! Proud Heritage, Exciting Future!” on 

the weekend of Friday October 8th thru Sunday 

October 10th, 2010.  

Below is a reprint of the coverage of the 

celebration as told in the Gretna Breeze on 

October 20th of that year. 

   

Hundreds Celebrate Church Anniversary 

“It was just fun,” said Pastor Ron Youngerman 

about the second day of activities during the 

Resurrection Evangelical Lutheran Church 100th 

anniversary celebration. 

On Saturday, October 9th, the church was open 

to the public to look through the church and 

follow guided tours. Youngerman estimated 

about 100 people visited. 



12 

“I was amazed at how many people who came 

hadn't seen our new building,” he said. 

 

There were also confirmation class reunions.  

The celebration weekend kicked off on Friday, 

Oct. 8, with a banquet. Pastor Daniel Rift, director 

of ELCA World Hunger Appeal, spoke to the 

crowd of 210 people and presented the church 

with a special stole that was made in Bolivia. 

 

A festival word and sacrament worship took 

place on Sunday, Oct. 10, at the church. 

“We set up 397 chairs and they were all full, 

which is a large number for us,” Youngerman 

said. 

The congregation used the theme “Proud 

Heritage, Exciting Future” as a way to look into 

the future. A large group photo was taken after 

the worship service and a guest book was used 

as a charter document and anyone could sign it. 

It still sits at Resurrection church so congregation 

members can still sign it. 

 

“We decided for the second century, we'd all be 

charter members,” he said. 

Youngerman said the entire weekend was a 

success and many individuals contributed to it. 

So many people donated, cooked, led or 

organized that it is difficult to acknowledge and 

thank each one. 

“The kinds of homegrown things that people 

made were just amazing,” he said. 

 

 

Other activities that were not mentioned in the 

Breeze article on the Celebration Weekend. 

The Clef Dwellers choral group from Midland 

University provided entertainment after the 

banquet meal had been served. Rev. Charles 

Harmon, Rev. William Koeber, and Rev. David 

Larsen, past ministers at Resurrection were in 

attendance as honored guests. 

On Saturday cake and Ice cream was served to 

guests at the open house where a special video 

created for the occasion played throughout 

along many pictures being on display dating 

from the early days of the congregation to the 

present.  

At the Festival of Word and Sacrament Service 

on Sunday ELCA Nebraska Bishop, David deFreese 

delivered the message and a special liturgy 

which was taken from the 1910 hymnal was 

used for the service. 

Submitted by:  Jim Eichner, RELC Archive Team 

*If you have any stories of the past, 

please contact Jim Eichner at  

Eichnerj6527@msn.com. 

mailto:Eichnerj6527@msn.com
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April Finance Report 
 

 Apr '21 YTD '21 Budget '21 

  (4 month) (12 months) 

Income:    

   Local Offering $25,384  $94,849  $304,717  

   Other Giving $2,919  $11,091  $31,095  

General Budget Total $28,303  $105,940  $335,812  
    

Expenses:    

   Administrative $16,257  $69,269  $256,040  

   Benevolence $6,805  $18,807  $33,472  

   Christian Education $174  $554  $7,740  

   Golden Age $0  $0  $300  

   Health Ministry $132  $132  $1,050  

   Outreach $1,036  $1,175  $7,500  

   Property $2,149  $11,872  $30,225  

   Stewardship $0  $0  $700  

   Technology $131  $1,409  $2,460  

   Worship and Music $170  $470  $10,105  

General Budget Total $26,854  $103,687  $349,592  

Net Profit (Loss) $1,450  $2,252  ($13,779) 
    

  Apr '20 YTD '20  
Total Income (PPP incl) $69,194  $149,779   
Total Expenses $42,584  $147,259   
      
Net Profit (Loss) $26,610  $2,519     

 

**PENDING areas are not needed at this time.  Watch your 

email, Facebook, and website for further updates. 

Connectors: Thank you for agreeing to be a greeter and for 

providing a warm welcome to our members and visitors as they 

arrive for worship! If you are unable to be here for your designated 

Sunday, you are responsible to find your own substitute.  If you no 

longer want to be on the greeter schedule, please contact Brenda 

Fleck and Anne Brodin. 

Traditional Service 8:30 am  

   6/6     Pending 

   6/13    Pending 

   6/20   Pending 

   6/27   Pending  

Contemporary 10:00 am 

   6/6     Pending 

   6/13    Pending 

   6/20   Pending 

   6/27   Pending 

  

Servers in June 

Head Usher: 

    5:30 pm (Sat.) Jim Haver 

   8:30 am (Sun.) Rich Killingsworth       

   10:45 am (Sun.) Ryan Bergsten 

 Flowers & Bulletins: Barb Westenburg 

Altar Guild: Joyce McMahill, Connie Sydzyik,  

                    Jeanne Ralston   

Lay Readers:  

-Saturday 5:30 pm - Sue Lobsiger 

-Sunday 8:30 am – Arielle Clark, Jon Rippe (6/27) 

             10:45 am - Becky Schnack 

Church Council Schedule:  

-Saturday Blended 5:30 pm 

   6/5 Linda Karas 

   6/12  Darren Elliott  

   6/19   Linda Karas 

   6/26   Lexie Frahm 

 -Traditional 8:30 am   

   6/6     Bill Schwarten, Larry Rippe,  

         Rich Killingsworth 

   6/13   Lexie Frahm, Bill Schwarten,  

         Rich Killingsworth 

   6/20   Becky Wagner, Bill Schwarten,  

         Rich Killingsworth 

 6/27  Dave Schram, Bill Schwarten, Larry Rippe 

-Contemporary 10:00 am 

   6/6     Darren Elliott, Rich Killingsworth 

   6/13    Rich Killingsworth, Evan Kock 

   6/20   Becky Wagner 

   6/27   Evan Kock, Dave Schram  

Acolytes: www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0 

             a44acad29a5f58-aprilmay1    

-Saturday Blended 5:30 pm 

   6/5 Michael Sheridan, Treyden Sheridan 

   6/12    Miles Cradduck, Andrew Hardy 

   6/19   Open, Open  

 6/26 Soren Frahm, Open 

-Traditional 8:30 am 

   6/6     Junior Killingsworth, Open 

   6/13   Soren Frahm, Junior Killingsworth 

   6/20   Tristian Wright, Tatum Wright 

   6/27   Junior Killingsworth, Open 

-Contemporary 10:45 am  

   6/6     Brianna Falgione, Open 

   6/13    Ava Honeyman, Allie Keasling 

   6/20   Lexi Wagner, Open 

   6/27   Open, Open 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0
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Cade Mueller 6/1 

Preston Petrigash 6/2 

Oliver Bitterman 6/2 

Aaron Lindquist 6/2 

Lexie Frahm 6/3 

Shelbi Gross 6/4 

Aurora Gissler 6/5 

Emma Waller 6/5 

Ava Honeyman 6/5 

Katherine Roseland 6/6 

Susan Clegg 6/7 

Kelly Malone 6/7 

Leah Cradduck 6/7 

Julie Reece 6/8 

Kathy Iske 6/9 

Tiffany Honeyman 6/9 

Parker Petrigash 6/10 

Marissa Ellingson 6/11 

Kevin Kersten 6/12 

Joy Weishaar 6/12 

Samantha Henning 6/12 

Deb Wille 6/14 

Shelley Schram 6/14 

David Essen 6/16 

Nicki Ayer 6/16 

Rochelle Schuka 6/16 

Matt Hill 6/16 

Miles McMahill 6/18 

Jackson Parks 6/18 

Molly Colgrove 6/18 

Trevor Elliott 6/19 

Junior Killingsworth 6/19 

Kimberly Mefford 6/20 

Emma Simpson 6/20 

Sheri Feala 6/21 

Eva Roeber 6/21 

Augie Charvat 6/21 

Evangeline Beiting 6/22 

Tim Lorenz 6/24 

Amanda Kwasniewski 6/25 

Kimberly Haugen 6/25 

Richard Bergsten 6/25 

Doris Roberts 6/25 

Caleb Reoh 6/25 

Krista Long 6/26 

Eric Nordhues 6/26 

Rich Killingsworth 6/26 

Morgan Feala 6/26 

Amanda Layher 6/27 

Chad Bitterman 6/27 

Reese Johnson 6/28 

Myla Johnson 6/28 

Hazel Rohrs 6/28 

Jeanne Ralston 6/29 

Todd Schlechte 6/29 

Denise McKay 6/30 

Amy Barry 6/30 

 

 

 

 

Scott and Paula Drews     6/2 37 

Thomas Ostdiek and Deb Wille     6/5 34 

Aaron and Maegan Lindquist 6/10 16 

Eric and Sarah Nordhues 6/12 12 

James and Becky Sells 6/12 11 

Roger and Lois Nore 6/13 62 

Larry and Beth Rippe 6/14 35 

Conrad and Charlotte Pfeffer 6/15 47 

Evan and Karen Peters 6/15 25 

Craig and Joyce Mohling 6/20 51   

David and Ashley Ortiz 6/21 7 

Jeff and Katie Maas 6/24 15 

Jeffery and Lynn Donahue 6/25 27 

Jeremy and Julie Reece 6/26 22 

Jeffrey and Vicki Pelan 6/27 23 

Pat and Tricia Prince 6/27 23 

Anthony and Ann Colgrove 6/29 25 

Spencer and Micaela Goff 6/29 2 

Brett and Michelle Klug 6/30 14 

Kory and Kim Mikos 6/30 21 
 

 Name                                                 Date    Years  Name                                                Date  _Years 



15 

ADS & OPPORTUNITIES 
SAVE THE DATE: WOMENS FELLOWSHIP 

Dorcas Circle 

The Women’s Fellowship group 

would like to invite their women’s 

fellowship members to a luncheon on July 20th 

at 11:30 a.m. at Lansky’s in Gretna, which is 

located at 16918 Morgan Ave. (168th & hwy. 370).  

F3 at RELC 

Join us on Fridays in June from 7:00-9:00 p.m. as 

we continue our time of Fridays, Firepits, and 

Fellowship. Please remember to bring your own 

beverages and chairs.  

June 4th:  Shane & Lexie Frahm’s House 

                 23590 Prairie Ridge Road, Gretna 

                 (Kids Welcome) 

June 11th:  Pr. James & Becky Sells’ House 

                   16416 Sprague St., Omaha 

                    (Adults Only) 

June 18th:  Erick & Kim Hill’s House 

                    5308 S. 188th St.  

                    (Kids Welcome) 

June 25th:  Andy & Desiree Stednitz 

                   13703 S. 226th Avenue, Gretna 

                    (Adults (Only) 

 

 

 

RONALD MCDONALD HOUSE 

“Light Up The Night” 

You’re invited to Light Up The 

Night-a virtual gala benefiting 

Ronald McDonald House Charities 

in Omaha on Friday, June 4th, from 6:00-7:00 p.m.  

Join us for a virtual evening program including 

an auction and raffle drawings!  Spend an hour 

with us and hear stories of families who have 

stayed at RMHC.  Request your favorite song to 

be played by our dueling pianos – Pianopalooza! 

by donating during the program.  Join our live 

stream event at https://e.givesmart.com/events/kZ9/.  

Our online auction will be May 28-June 4.  Auction 

bids will open on Tuesday, May 28, and will 

close at 7:00 p.m. on Friday, June 4. For more 

information, please contact Emily Mozer at 

emozer@rmhcomaha.org or 402-346-9377. 

ADULT FORUM: EXILE AND RETURN 

“The Wilderness Journey Home” 

Join us for our upcoming Adult Forum 

as we relate the struggle of God’s 

people in the 6th century BC, their Exile 

in Babylon and journey home to 

Jerusalem, to our struggle in the 21st century AD, 

as we start the journey home from our viral exile.  

This study will be on Sundays at 9:45 a.m. at 

RELC in the Courtyard and on Zoom.  It will 

continue into the Summer, so come along and 

join the adventure! 

https://e.givesmart.com/events/kZ9/
mailto:emozer@rmhcomaha.org


16 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87953507438?pwd=

WnU2dFVvcjNpbytoeStZRGZmSGdCZz09 

Meeting ID: 879 5350 7438 

Passcode: 918225 

Books for our study are made available through a 

Thrivent Action Plan grant and all sessions will be 

uploaded to our YouTube channel if the time of 

the session doesn’t work in your schedule or a 

weekend is missed! 

THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS 

 Thank you to all our Thrivent 

participants that have included 

Resurrection as a benefactor of 

your Thrivent Choice Dollars.  If you 

would like to include Resurrection as your 

Thrivent Choice recipient, you can visit thrivent.com/ 

thriventchoice or call 1-800-847-4836 and when 

prompted, say “Thrivent Choice.”  

2021 Thrivent Choice Dollars Donated:  $687.00 

2021 LAY READERS NEEDED 

If you love to read and are 

available for our Saturday, 5:30 

p.m. or Sunday, 8:30 a.m. or 10:45 

a.m. worship service, we need you.  

We are looking for individuals to read two lessons 

during our worship services for one month. 

Please go to our July-December sign-up at: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f054da4a

62fa4f85-layreaders1  Thank you for your help! 

2021 FLOWER/BULLETIN SIGN UP 

           SIGN-UP NOW!!     

Please consider signing up for altar 

flowers and bulletins for 2021. Go 

to our sign-up genius at https://www. 

signupgenius.com/go/30e0a44acad29a5f58-altar  

or call the church office to get signed up today 

at 402-332-3383.  The suggested donation for 

bulletin sponsorship is $20. If you are ordering 

from Town & Country, you will need to stop by 

the church to pick up the flower liners and take 

them to Town & Country to fill M-F, 9-5:30.  They 

will no longer be picking up the liners to fill with  

flowers.  If they do not have the liners, they won’t 

be able to make the flower arrangements for you. 

Please bring a container with you to transport 

them home after the late service.  Thank you for 

your kindness and generosity! 

RELC QUILTERS  

The RELC Quilters group will 

be meeting on the 2nd & 4th 

Tuesday of every month in the 

café.  

If you have any unused cotton or cotton blend 

fabric or sheets (size of quilt squares), please 

consider donating these items to help to defray 

the costs of our donated quilts. Contact Judy Feit 

or Susan Clegg with questions. 

FOLLOWERS OF CHRIST PRISON MINISTRY 

If you’re interested in being a 

part of the prison ministry 

program, contact Scott Drews if 

you would like more information 

at 402-670-8259 or sdrews@bhhc.com.  

PRAYER REQUESTS  

If you would like us to pray for you 

or someone you know, please fill 

out the prayer sheet in your bulletin, 

send the office an email, or give the 

office a call to give your church family the 

opportunity to add it to their daily prayers!!!  If 

you are going into the hospital, be sure and let 

the office know so that we can be there for you 

with prayerful support. All prayer requests will 

be added to the bulletin for one month only, 

unless you contact us to let us know that further 

prayers are needed.  God bless you! 

AREA 41: AA-GRETNA FRIDAY NIGHT GROUP 

Each day thousands of people are 

diagnosed with alcohol-related 

problems. Thousands more die 

from these ailments. Well, they don't 

have to.  At Alcoholics Anonymous meetings in 

Gretna, NE you will find help, support and self-

empowerment from a group of people who 

were once; or still are but are making it through, 

alcohol addiction. Are you an addict or are 

suffering from an alcohol-related ailment? 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87953507438?pwd=WnU2dFVvcjNpbytoeStZRGZmSGdCZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87953507438?pwd=WnU2dFVvcjNpbytoeStZRGZmSGdCZz09
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f054da4a62fa4f85-layreaders1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f054da4a62fa4f85-layreaders1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0a44acad29a5f58-altar
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0a44acad29a5f58-altar
mailto:sdrews@bhhc.com
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Join us on Friday nights at 8:00 p.m. in the café at 

Resurrection Lutheran Church in Gretna.  Enter 

through the north doors.  We are here for you. 

PROJECT HOPE FOOD PANTRY  

Our church supports the Project 

Hope Food Pantry.  Drop off all 

items at the Outreach Corner.  

Monetary donations can be sent 

to:  Project Hope, Inc., 6201 N. 60th Street, Omaha, 

NE 68104 or go to projecthopeomaha.org to make 

an online donation. During this time of Covid-19, 

our services are limited. We will not be accepting 

clothing or household items at this time. 

Food Needs: 

Canned Meat such as chicken, tuna, salmon, 

sardines, and etc., fruit Items including canned 

fruits, dried fruits, fruit juice, and fruit snacks, 

canned soup, spaghetti noodles and other 

pastas, ramen noodles, cereal, microwave popcorn, 

small bottles of vegetable oil, flour and sugar, 

coffee and tea bags 

Personal Care & Household Needs: 

shampoo, conditioner, body wash, deodorant, 

toothpaste, toothbrushes, hand soap & hand 

sanitizer, sunscreen, bug repellent, band-aids, 

Clorox wipes, small bottles of liquid dish soap & 

small bottles of laundry detergent, dusting spray 

& floor cleaners 

Paper Products & Baby/Clothing Needs:   

toilet paper, facial tissue, paper towels, diapers & 

pullups size 6 and baby wipes 

Collect Family Fare Receipts 

Direct Your Dollars is a receipt-based 

program sponsored by the Family 

Fare stores.  You can help us raise 

money simply by doing something you do each 

week - going to the grocery store.  Send your 

entire receipt to Project Hope. 

GRETNA NEIGHBORS FOOD PANTRY 

The pantry will continue with our "open pantry 

hours" the first and third Saturday morning of 

each month from 9-11 a.m. and the second 

Wed. evening of the month from 6-7 p.m.  

The next open pantry dates are as follows: 

Saturday, June 5th    

9-11 a.m. 

Wednesday, June 9th   

6-7 p.m. 

Saturday, June 19th    

9-11 a.m. 

NO CLIENTS WILL BE ALLOWED TO ENTER 

THE PANTRY UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE.  

Only Gretna Neighbors board members and 

trained volunteers will be allowed inside to 

adhere to social-distancing protocols and to 

protect the safety of everyone involved. 

RELC – WAYS TO GIVE YOUR OFFERINGS 

               MAIL 

 

Resurrection Evangelical Lutheran Church 

153 S McKenna Avenue, Gretna, NE 68028 

Please include your designation (general, building, 

memorial) in the memo line of your check to 

ensure it goes to area you would like it to go to. 

 

TEXT 

 

Text to 402-875-6081 and type $amount (eg $10) 

in the message to set up a one-time or recurring 

donation. 

            ONLINE 

Visit www. Relchurch.net 

Click the Vanco symbol to set up a one time 

or recurring donation 

SEND US YOUR PICTURES  

If you have any pictures you’d like 

included in the Messenger or on 

Facebook, please email them to the 

office. We’d enjoy seeing what your 

team is doing or what’s happening in your groups. 

PLEASE NOTE – IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO ENSURE THAT YOU HAVE 

PERMISSION OF ALL PEOPLE WITHIN YOUR PHOTOS TO SHARE ON SOCIAL 

MEDIA OUTLETS BEFORE SUBMITTING. WE WANT TO SHARE THESE MEMORIES 

BUT ALSO RESPECT THE PRIVACY OF OTHERS. 

 Donate  
      or  
Pay Here 

 

http://www/
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PRAYER SHAWL GROUP  

If you knit or crochet, or would like 

to learn, you are invited to join the 

RELC Prayer Shawl Group!  We create 

shawls that are available for anyone 

in our congregation to be distributed to friends 

or family going through a personal crisis, whether it 

is illness, loss or other concern.  We also have 

some cancer hats and “prayer squares” available!  

Blankets for our newly baptized little ones are also 

made by our members!  If you have any questions 

or would like to be involved in making some of 

these items, contact Karen Hitz at 402-212-2589. 

*If you know of someone who is in need of a 

prayer shawl, prayer square or cancer hat at this 

time, please call the office at 402-332-3383. 

SAVE YOUR LABELS!  

The Local and World Service team is 

collecting Best Choice labels.  The 

money raised will be donated to Gretna 

Neighbors and Project Hope.  Just purchase Best 

Choice products (locally at McKinney’s and Super 

Saver), cut out the UPC code with Best Choice 

written above it, and place in the box by the 

food donation corner with the yellow shelving. 

We are collecting box tops for education.  

Please trim the edges and drop them 

in the box in food donation corner. 

ALUMINUM CAN COLLECTION!  

Bring your empty cans to the container 

outside of the west door of the 

church-in the alley. We please ask 

that you do not crush them.  The can needs to 

be visible for refund purposes. The proceeds 

will go to Least of My Brethren. 

SAVE YOUR POP TABS! 

The Ronald McDonald house is still 

collecting pop tabs.  Please drop off 

your tabs by the food donation corner 

with the yellow shelving.  Your tabs will 

help cover costs that support families  

with a seriously ill or injured child. 

 

 

CELEBRATION OF BAPTISM 
Congratulations to Casey and April 

Schwery on the baptism of their sons, 

Kason James Schwery and Reid David 

Schwery.  Kason and Reid will be baptized on May 

30th at our outdoor worship service at Peterson 

Park.  The Sponsor for Kason and Reid is Clint 

Schwery.  We welcome Kason James and Reid 

David into our church family as baptized 

Children of God.

 

A NOTE OF THANKS 

We would like to extend a huge 

“THANK YOU” to LaRene Walker for 

sharing her time and her expertise 

to teach 7 eager adults “High Quality CPR.”  It 

was a fantastic experience and we all passed.  

Yeah!!! We hope we don’t want to have to use 

it, but if we ever do, we thank LaRene for showing 

us how to us the AED machine and to perform 

High Quality CPR.  We highly recommend LaRene.  

Thank you again for spending your afternoon 

with us. 

-Appreciatively, Your students at RELC 

-----------------------------------------------------

Dear Resurrection  

We would like to express our gratitude and 

appreciation to you for your prayers, cards and 

well wishes for Doris Kramer-Roberts.  They have 

certainly helped us all through this difficult time. 

-Love her entire family 

----------------------------------------------------- 

Dear Resurrection 

I’d like to say “Thank you” to everyone who took 

the time to send me cards for my 95th birthday! 

-Bernice Schnack 

-----------------------------------------------------

Thank you to Mallory Schnack and DeeAnn 

Hartman for donating their sixth-grade mentoring 

project of a beautiful fleece blanket in the shape 

of a cross to the RELC Nursery. We love it! 
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Thank you to Daniel Bender and Bill Schwarten 

for donating their sixth-grade mentoring project 

of a handmade oak acolyte candlelighter stand 

to RELC.  It works perfectly! 

----------------------------------------------------- 

Thank you to Junior Killingsworth and Jonathan 

Rippe for donating their sixth-grade mentoring 

project of a fabulous wooden cross to RELC.  

They added the cross outside to the north side 

of the church. It looks great! 

-----------------------------------------------------

The Stednitz family would like to thank the 

Underground for their landscaping work at our 

house.  Five high schoolers placed and spread 

30 yards of mulch in 3 hours!  The team was 

hard-working and kind.  We hope our donation 

will help them enjoy their mission trip this summer. 

----------------------------------------------------- 

Thanks to everyone who came out to the 

Underground’s Shrek Movie night in May.  It 

was a great success and we appreciate all your 

support for our Mission Trip this summer. 

-Pr. James & Youth Underground 

----------------------------------------------------- 

Dear Friends 

From everyone at Nebraska Lutheran Outdoor 

Ministries, we are so thankful for your gift of 

$394.35.  Your contribution helps create life-

changing experiences through Christian camping 

for thousands of children each year! 

Our theme verse for this summer from Joshua 1:9 

says, “I hereby command you: Be strong and 

courageous; do not be frightened or dismayed, 

for the Lord your God is with you whereever 

you go.” 

God’s steadfast love calls us to live fearlessly, 

trusting in His compassion and joyfully sharing 

God’s promises with others.  We can’t wait to 

study the Bible and live fearlessly together this 

summer, thanks to donors like YOU! 

-With gratitude, Trish Haniszewski, CFRE, Assoc. 

Director of Development. 

 

Thank you to everyone who stopped by my 

house today.  I really enjoyed your greetings-

andjust visiting with you!  You made my day! 

Thank you also for the gift.  I’m going to read 

the Staying Healthy Packet first-and enjoy the 

snack you included. 

-Janet Johnson 

----------------------------------------------------- 

I thank you, each of you, for your 

thoughtfulness in thinking of someone else at 

this time.  The gift package that was left for me 

including all the reading material and the 

beautifully made card were greatly appreciated 

and a great surprise.  The daily devotions were 

very inspiring, Psalm 126 for the times we are 

having now………….  

-Bernice Schnack 

-----------------------------------------------------

Dear Resurrections members 

It is with great appreciation that I write to thank 

you for your continued support with your 

donation of food items delivered to Project 

Hope, Inc. on April 28th.  Your donations help us 

provide much needed help to those who come 

to us for assistance and hope. 

Project Hope is proud that we are able to offer 

our clients food, clothing, and personal care 

items at no cost and that is because of the 

donations such as yours from local churches 

and organizations. 

Your generosity allows us to serve the hungry 

and those in need during difficult times.  Thank 

you so much for choosing to support Project 

Hope and our mission. 

-Blessings to you, Veda Keebler, Exec. Director 

----------------------------------------------------- 

Dear Friends in Christ 

Greetings from NE Lutheran Campus Ministry! 

And THANK YOU for helping us to serve Christ 

by serving others through your support and 

prayers.  We are most grateful for your gift of 

$394.35 in support of the sudents we serve.  
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Thank you!! We are blessed by you, and grateful 

for all you do in Christ!!! 

With this new year, we have renewed hope. 

Hope that rests in God, and faith that together 

we can continue to reach out, connect (virtually 

and in person!) and make a difference in the 

lives of all we serve. 

Please know that through you, Christ’s love is 

made known.  On behalf of the students we 

serve, invite and hold in prayer, thank you. 

-Sincerely, Jon Fredricks, Executive Director 

P.S. Thank you to all at Resurrection Lutheran 

for your prayers and support!  You are a 

blessing! 

†Jon 

----------------------------------------------------- 

On behalf of the Outreach team, we’d like to 

thank everyone who came out to join us for 

coffee and donuts on May 2nd.  We celebrated 

our senior high students, they received their 

quilts, and we welcomed everyone back as we 

return to worship. 

 

 

 

FROM THE OFFICE 

*Check out the Communication Schedule 

located on the south bulletin board to see 

when information is due to the office. 

JULY MESSENGER ARTICLES ARE DUE: 

• Tuesday, June 15th by 12:00 p.m. 

BULLETIN ANNOUCEMENTS ARE DUE: 

• Wednesday morning by 10:00 a.m. 

---------------------------------------------------- 
OUR COMMUNICATION APP! 

 

 

This app allows us to communicate about 

emergency cancellations. Enter this link into 

your browser https://band.us/n/a3ae23c8A9i3b 

or scan the QR code to join and be the first to 

know about any schedule changes due to 

severe weather or other emergencies! 

----------------------------------------------------- 

LOST & FOUND ITEMS 

Please take a look at our lost 

and found container down by 

the pantry corner, which is 

located along the south hallway.  

There are many items that you may be missing.  

https://band.us/n/a3ae23c8A9i3b
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All items will be removed by June 16th.  If you 

are missing any items and you can’t get in to 

check, please call or email the office and we can 

check for you. 

-----------------------------------------------------

OPPORTUNTIES WITHIN RELC 

The following opportunities are available NOW! 

Paid Positions: 

• Part-Time Worship Service Accompanist 

Contact: Matt@singomaha.org 

Volunteer Needs: 

• VBS Leaders & Helpers 

Contact: theoffice@relchurch.net 

• Youth Underground Leaders 

• Lay Reader Coordinator & Readers 

Contact: theoffice@relchurch.net 

• Sunday School Teachers/Substitute 

Teachers for year 2021-2022  

Contact: theoffice@relchurch.net 

• Sound Board Technician, PowerPoint 

Assistant, Electric Guitarist  

Contact: Matt@singomaha.org 

-----------------------------------------------------

June BIBLE MEMORY VERSE 

                                     Lamentations 3:22 

                                            22The steadfast love of  
                          the LORD never ceases, 
                                    his mercies  

                           never come to an end; 
------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Prayer for Strength When Weary 

Lord, I’m weary. My energy is sagging, and my 

motivation is lagging. And I am so in need of 

you. I need your strength and your fresh touch 

to get back on track again. Your Word says the 

joy of the Lord is my strength. If that’s true, then 

I need your joy to replace all the bone-tired 

parts of my mind, body, and soul. 

The pressures of life sometimes push me into a 

corner, rendering me helpless to move forward. 

A hundred voices call my name, and I feel 

paralyzed at times to answer, not knowing where 

to turn. Lord, help me not to quit, to keep 

running the race faithfully, and to find strength 

in that safe, secret place of yours, under the 

shadow of the Almighty. 

I need your strength to say no when I'm tempted 

to surrender to harmful things, or when 

selfishness clings to my clothes and won't let go. I 

need your strength to say yes, when cowardice 

and fear nudge me to deny the convictions of 

my heart. I need your strength to reach out in 

love to those both close to me and all around 

me. When don't I need your strength, God? 

You are my rock, and I run to you today, believing 

that you will lift up my heavy arms, that you will 

fuel me for the tasks you've given me, and that 

your joy will completely consume the weakness 

of my life and make me strong again. I don't want 

to stay grounded, crippled by limitations and 

failed attempts. I'm tired of feeble efforts. Lord, 

I want to mount up with wings like an eagle and 

not just fly. I want to soar. 

Renew my strength, Lord. Fill me with your 

supernatural power to overcome each obstacle 

in my path. With my eyes on you, Lord, with you 

walking beside me, working through me, I can 

make it. Thank you, Lord! 

In Jesus's name, Amen 

written by:  Rebecca Barlow Jordan 

 

 

mailto:Matt@singomaha.org
mailto:theoffice@relchurch.net
mailto:theoffice@relchurch.net
mailto:theoffice@relchurch.net
mailto:Matt@singomaha.org
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We are the Andreasen family. Bob and I went to school together in Genoa, Nebraska.  We were both raised 

on a farm with cattle, calves, pigs, corn, and hay. We were married in Genoa, August 16,1975. Bob graduated 

from Wayne State College in 1977 and we moved to Merna, Nebraska where he started his career teaching 

High School Math and coaching Girls Basketball and Track. I began working at Broken Bow State Bank as a 

receptionist in 1978, working my way up to New Accounts and finally Loan Administration with United 

Nebraska Bank. We raised two daughters, Jill and Kate, on a small acreage with horses they rode in 4-H, 

along with a couple of dogs and cats. They both graduated from the Anselmo-Merna Schools where Bob 

taught. Bob retired from teaching in May 2013. 

We moved to Gretna in July 2013 to be closer to our kids and grandkids. Bob's two sisters and several 

nieces and nephews also live in the Omaha area. 

I began working at Pinnacle Bank in Papillion in August 2013 and today I am the Loan Operations Manager. 

Bob has been working at the Gretna Schools since January 2015 as a substitute teacher. We enjoy spending 

as much time as possible with our 3 grandkids. I like to spend my spare time doing crafts, sewing and 

working in the yard growing flowers. Bob enjoys reading westerns and attending ballgames at Gretna 

and Werner Park. 

Our oldest daughter, Jill, graduated from the University of Nebraska at Kearney as a Graphic Designer in 

2005. She now works for Accuquilt as the Art Director. Jill married Zach Friesen in September 2006 and 

they have a daughter, Aubrey who is 9 and a son, Peyton who is 7. They live in Millard Nebraska. 

Our youngest daughter, Kate, graduated from the University of Nebraska Lincoln in 2011 with a Bachelors 

Degree in Merchandising and Marketing with a Minor in Photography.  She has her own business as a 

professional Photographer for newborns and families.  Kate married Dustin Florian in June 2011 and 

they have a son, Wyatt who is 2. They recently moved from Lincoln to Hickman, Nebraska. 

We attended RELC when we moved to Gretna and joined right away. We felt this church was the place 

we belonged and have enjoyed meeting many of the members. 

FEATURE FAMILY OF THE MONTH 

Bob & Corinne & Family 

THE  Andreasen  
Family 
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ALL SERVICES, PROGRAMMING & EVENTS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

(You will be notified by email & Facebook) 

 

 

 

SS=Sunday School      CY=Courtyard       FH=Fellowship Hall       SR=Silver Ridge       GPL=Gretna Public Library       FFT=Faith Family Trekker 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  June 1 June 2 
7:00pm 
Underground 

June 3 
 
 
 
 
 
<-Jeanne’s Vac. 

June 4 
7-9pm F3 @ The 
Frahm’s House 
 
 
8:00pm AA. 
----------------------> 

June 5 
5:30pm In-Person 
Comm. Worship 
Service-Sanc. 

June 6 
8:30am In-Person Comm. 
Worship Service-Sanc. 
9:40am Adult Forum 
10:45am In-Person 
Worship Service-FH 
-------- 
Online Services  
https://relchurch.net/ 
worship/ 

June 7 
  

June 8 
1:00pm 
Quilters 
7:00pm 
Outreach 
  

June 9 
9:00am Archive 
Meeting 
7:00pm 
Underground 
 
 
 
 
<---Jeanne Vac.-  

June 10 
6:30pm W&M 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
--------------------  

June 11 
7-9pm F3 @ The 
Sells’ House 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00pm AA 
------------------------> 

June 12 
5:30pm In-Person 
Comm.  Worship 
Service-Sanc. 

June 13 
8:30am In-Person 
Worship Service-Sanc. 
9:40am Adult Forum 
10:45am In-Person Comm. 
Worship Service-FH 
-------- 
Online Services  
https://relchurch.net/ 
worship/ 

June 14 June 15 
7:00pm 
Council Meet  

June 16 
7:00pm 
Underground   

June 17 
7:00pm W&M 

June 18 
7-9pm F3 @ The 
Hills House 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00pm AA  

June 19 
5:30pm In-Person 
Comm. Worship 
Service-Sanc. 

June 20 
8:30am In-Person Comm. 
Worship Service-Sanc. 
NO Adult Forum 
10:45am In-Person 
Worship Service-FH 
-------- 
Online Services  
https://relchurch.net/ 
worship/ 

<-------- HS Mission Trip 

June 21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
--------------------------- 

June 22 
1:00pm 
Quilters 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
-------------------- 

June 23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
----------------------- 

June 24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
-------------------- 

June 25 
7-9pm F3 @ The 
Stednitz’s 
House 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00pm AA 
HS Back Home--> 

June 26 
5:30pm In-Person 
Comm. Worship 
Service-Sanc. 

June 27 
8:30am In-Person 
Worship Service-Sanc. 
9:30am Endowment 
NO Adult Forum 
10:45am In-Person Comm. 
Worship Service-FH 
-------- 
Online Services  
https://relchurch.net/ 
worship/ 

June 28 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
<-Pr.’s Vacation-- 

June 29 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
-------------------- 

June 30 
No Underground 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
------------cont’d--> 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

JUNE 
2021 
Calendar 
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Contact Information 

Pastor James Sells’ Hours  

   In the office-T-F, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

  Tuesday-Thursday by appointment 

Office Hours 

  8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., Monday-Friday 

Church Phone Number 

  402-332-3383 

Pastor James Sells’ Phone 

  402-759-6347 

Email Address for Church 

  theoffice@relchurch.net 

Church Website 

  www.relchurch.net 

Email Address for Pastor James Sells 

  PastorJames@relchurch.net 

 

A PRAYER FOR JUNE, for morning- 

A prayer of Martin Luther  

Behold, Lord, an empty vessel that needs to be 

filled. My Lord, fill it. I am weak in the faith; 

strengthen me. I am cold in love; warm me and 

make me fervent, that my love may go out to my 

neighbor. I do not have a strong and firm faith; 

at times I doubt and am unable to trust you 

altogether. O Lord, help me. Strengthen my faith 

and trust in you. In you I have sealed the 

treasure of all I have. I am poor; you are rich 

and came to be merciful to the poor. I am a 

sinner; you are upright. With me, there is an 

abundance of sin; in you is the fullness of 

righteousness. Therefore I will remain with you, 

of whom I can receive, but to whom I may not 

give. Amen. 

                   ELCA, Daily Prayers and Blessings 

Return Service Requested 

RESURRECTION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

153 S McKenna Ave. 

Gretna, Nebraska 68028 

mailto:theoffice@relchurch.net
http://www.relchurch.net/
mailto:PastorJames@relchurch.net

