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 MESSENGER 

  

From the Pastor’s Desk 

Have you ever been at a water park that had a lazy river? As a kid my family 
used to take us to the Schlitterbahn in New Braunfels, Texas. It was a perfect 
place on the kind of summer days that we’ve experienced in Nebraska in 
the last weeks of June. Some of the rides were exciting, some were scary, 
some were thrilling, but my favorite as a kid was the lazy river. It was so 
nice to be carried by the gentle current. No waiting for hours in line for a 
two-minute experience, no hustle and bustle to get to the next line in 
order to wait again before it was time to leave. The lazy river simply “was”. 
It was relaxing in a hectic place. It was coolness on a hot day. It was an 
experience that wasn’t over almost as soon as it began. The river was the 
destination.  

As we continue on the journey toward home I feel as if, after so long of 
being out of the water wilting under the harshness of the pandemic sun, 
that I’m being caught up in the river once more. The coolness of faith against 
the sunburn of 2020. This is happening through word and sacrament, music 
and fellowship. This same river will be carrying me and many of our youth 
away from the church for camp, the mission trip, more camp, and another 
week of camp over the next few months. Along the way we’ll pass big 
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events like the upcoming Underground Carnival and VBS, but the river flows to one place, Rally Sunday 
and the resumption of normal activities at the church. I pray that, if you have been standing on the shore, 
that you will dip your toes again in the ever-flowing river and be carried home.  

Peace, 
 
 
Pr. James W. Sells 

 
RESURRECTION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  
Pastor’s Report, May 8th – June 15th         

OFFICIAL DUTIES: 
Visitations: 49 
Funerals: 4 
05/14: Jim Mckurtey (Friend of Char P.) 
05/15: Killingsworth (committal) 
05/22: Longacer (Committal) 
06/09: Doris Roberts 

Weddings: 1 
06/05: Chris and Lauren Elbracht (Ostdiek-Wille) 

RELC ACTIVITIES: 
05/08: - Exile and Return Study 
  - Baptismal Meeting 
  - Worship 
05/09: - Worship 
  - 6th and 7th Grade Cross Projects 
05/11: - Council 
05/12: - Staff Meeting 
  - Final Viral Newsletter: 35th volume 
  - Pre-Marital Counseling 
  - Confirmation 
  - Youth Underground 
05/13: - Teammates Meeting 
  - Mentoring 
05/14: - Youth Minister Interview 
  - Shrek Drive-in movie 
05/15: - Worship 
05/16: - Worship 
05/17-21: - Festival of Homiletics 
05/25: - Tech Meeting with Larry 
  - Meeting with Sheri and DeeAnn 
05/26: - Archive Meeting 
  - Bell Tower Meeting 
  - Youth Underground 
05/27: - Mentoring 

05/30: - Worship in the Park with Table Grace  
              Food Truck 
06/01: - Hannah’s Start day 
  - Archive Meeting 
06/02: - VBS Meeting 
  - Staff Meeting 
  - Mission Trip Meeting 
06/04: - Wedding Rehearsal 
  - F3 @ the Frahms 
06/05: - Blended Worship 
06/06: - Traditional Worship 
  - Exile and Return 
  - Contemporary Worship 
06/09: - Youth Underground 
06/10: - Mentoring 
  - Worship and Music 
06/11: - F3 @ Sells house 
06/12: - Blended Worship 
06/13: - Traditional Worship 
  - Exile and Return 
  - Contemporary Worship 
06/14-18: - Week 2 Confirmation Camp Lessons 

UP COMING EVENTS AND CONVERSATION: 
06/20-25: Youth Mission Trip to Alamosa 
06/28-7/9: Pastor on Vacation 
07/16-17: Carnival (VBS Promo) with Campout 
                  to follow at the Galaskas 
07/18-22: VBS 
07/18-23: Confirmation Camp Week 7 
07/25-29: Confirmation Camp Week 8 
PASTORAL REFLECTION: 
There have been four developments in June that 
point to the Spirit moving in our community of 
faith and/or moving closer home from the 
wilderness.  
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1. Opportunities Inc. partnership: Providing 
programs for kids with special needs in the 
Gretna Community, occupying unused space 
during the week, bringing in a little income. 
2. Returning to regular services with full 
liturgies. 
3. Hiring Hannah as Director of Youth and 
Congregational Life. 
4. Changing our Online worship offering to 
YouTube live over Zoom, creating much less 
work and hassle, along with critical conversations 
happening between the Tech and Worship and 
Music Teams about our next steps for online 
service options.  

These are positive steps and will help us set a 
solid footing in the Fall. 

High: Welcoming Hannah to our ministry team!
 

Youth & Congregational  
Life Director 

This summer is packed full 
of activities and 
opportunities for the 
youth! Already we have 
had one of three weeks of 

confirmation camp. I was delighted to take time 
out of the office in order to go out to Carol Joy 
Holling and make some connections with our 
confirmation youth  
and I am looking forward to spending more 
time out at camp during the last two weeks of 
camp when we will again have confirmation 
youth in attendance.   

I was also able to meet with the high school 
Underground two times in June. Unfortunately, 
those meetings were primarily used to discuss 
business, but I was still able to meet a handful 
of the high school youth and am looking forward 
to getting to know them even better! For the rest 
of the summer, Underground will meet every 
other week. I will send out reminders to the 
high school youth via GroupMe. If you would 
like to have your child added to the group, feel 
free to send me their cell phone number!  

Near the end of June, the high school youth will 
have attended a mission trip in Alamosa, 
Colorado. I am so excited to have the opportunity 
to attend this trip with them! Please look for 
more information and reflection in the next 
edition of the Messenger.   

We have a handful of youth events in July. First, 
the Underground will have a lock in at the church 
on July 9th. All high school youth, including 
incoming freshmen and graduated seniors, are 
invited to attend! This will be our first introduction 
for the incoming freshmen into the Underground 
and I hope they will attend for a night of fun!  

On July 16th, we will have a Carnival led by the 
Underground in order to fundraise and kickoff 
VBS! We invite all ages to attend from 4:00 p.m. 
to 6:00 p.m. in order to support our youth, both 
in elementary and high school! Directly following 
the Carnival there will be a family hot dog roast 
at the Galaskas! I am excited to be able to lead 
field activities for the kids and any adults are 
welcome to stay for some fellowship. Our 
confirmation and high school youth will be 
invited to spend the night so make sure they 
bring a tent! Please reach out to me if you have 
any questions!  

In the second half of July, we have plans for 
Vacation Bible School. I’d like to extend a huge 
thank you to our wonderful volunteers who 
have worked so hard’ to put this together. I am 
delighted to be able to attend, although only in 
a supporting role this year, this will allow me to 
make connections with our younger youth and 
their parents!   

I am so excited for this opportunity to work 
with you all! If I have not gotten to meet you 
yet, please make the time to come into my 
office or even just call! I hope to be able to get 
to know you all in order to be able to facilitate 
programs and events that match the needs of 
the community.  

Hannah Grove  
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CHURCHWIDE NEWS 
 

 

 
 
 

 
As we get yet another month closer to being 
able to making everything and anything COVID 
a memory, I want to continue to challenge each 
of you; young or old, male or female, new or 
seasoned member, introvert or extrovert, etc. to 
get involved in your church. If you are receiving 
this newsletter Resurrection Evangelical Lutheran 
Church is your Church and it needs, YOU!!!! 

RELC needs members to get involved in a variety 
of ways and the options and programs are 
endless.  From teacher to cook, from ministry 
team leader to an involved team member.  

As I eluded to in my June presidents’ message, 
we have rebuilding to do after the past year 
and we need to do it quickly.  We need people 
who are willing to help, be involved and come 
forward with new ideas for Resurrection.  New 
ideas of how to grow our church, energize our 
people and our community and make Resurrection 
 the place people want to be.  Do you have 
ideas?  Don’t keep them to yourself.  Let myself 
or any council member know what you’re 
thinking.  We will listen.   

We’ve probably all heard that “it takes a village 
to raise a child”.  I would advocate “it takes the 
whole congregation to raise and maintain its 
church”.  I hope we can count on you to help 
with and be a part of this crucial endeavor. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Bill Schwarten, Council President

 
 

 
Hello from The Lutheran Center in Lincoln, 

I am reaching out to you on behalf of Lutheran 
Campus Ministry. If you have students attending 
a college or university this fall you can use this 
link to submit student referrals: https://www.lumin 

elca.org/refer-a-student/ This new and improved 
referral system sends the student’s information 
directly to the campus ministry at the college 
the student is going to – both Nebraska Lutheran 
Campus Ministries and campus ministries at 
colleges and universities across the US.  

At the Lutheran Center we are hosting a retreat 
in our new building from July 12-14 for incoming 
students to UNL and Lincoln area colleges. The 
incoming students will stay in the dorm rooms 
in the upper level of the LC. They will meet 
current students, worship together, and get 
connected to Lutheran Campus Ministry at the 
LC. The cost is $35 and includes food and housing. 
Students can register here: https://thelutheran 
center.org/summer-retreat-for-incoming-
freshmen/.  

Additionally, if you have any students planning 
to attend college in Lincoln this fall, we, from 
the Lutheran Center, would love to meet with 
them this summer. We’re finding that we have 
the best shot at connecting with students when 
we do some kind of personal introduction with 
a trusted adult from home, before the students 
come to campus. So, if we could meet with you 
and the student(s) heading to Lincoln this fall – 
where you are, or in Lincoln – for coffee sometime, 
please let us know!  

If you have any questions just let me know. 
Thank you! 

Emma Grinde, Seminary Intern 
Lutheran Center - UNL 
emma@thelutherancenter.org 
---------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.luminelca.org/refer-a-student/
https://www.luminelca.org/refer-a-student/
https://thelutherancenter.org/summer-retreat-for-incoming-freshmen/
https://thelutherancenter.org/summer-retreat-for-incoming-freshmen/
https://thelutherancenter.org/summer-retreat-for-incoming-freshmen/
mailto:emma@thelutherancenter.org
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HOLY GREETINGS 
Faith & Family:  Growing Together  
(Living Lutheran June 2021) 

 
Focal verse  
“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of 
God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with all of you” (2 Corinthians 13:13). 

Reflection 
The kids and I try to get outside on most days. 
We love to walk around the park, pass by our 
town’s shops, and ride scooters up and down 
the local hills. But there’s something about the 
summer months that makes getting outside 
more enjoyable. As the weather gets warmer 
and the days lengthen, we see more and more 
people outside. From our home we watch 
families come to the playground across the 
street. From the front yard we wave to walkers 
and bike riders. On our own walks, we watch 
people tend to their lawns and gardens. 

The summer season provides ample 
opportunities to greet our neighbors. We have 
time to ask how our friends are doing. We have 
time to hear stories, receive prayer requests 
and learn about upcoming plans. At the heart 
of our interactions, we get to see everyone we 
encounter as God’s people. 

Most worship services include a greeting that 
takes place at the beginning of the service. The 
pastor or worship leader says words from 2 
Corinthians: “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with all of you.” The people 
respond: “And also with you.” I love that the 
greeting includes a call and response between 
the pastor and people. The greeting is meant as 
an invitation and awareness to God’s presence 
among us. It is meant to be shared. 

The greeting in our worship services is a small 
but mighty piece of the liturgy in that it models 
for us how to greet others. But in all 

encounters—not just those on Sunday 
mornings—we’re given the chance to share 
God’s love and presence with others. Not just 
with those who look and act like us, but with all 
of God’s people. And in return, we get to 
receive their greetings and blessings back. 

This summer take time to be intentional with 
how you greet others. When you walk around 
your neighborhood, take a moment to greet 
the people you pass by. Ask them how they are 
and listen to their response. Offer a word of 
encouragement. See if they have any prayer 
requests you can hold with them. 

Every time we worship, we practice greeting as 
Christ does—with love, grace and welcoming 
arms. Living the liturgy daily means we can 
teach our kids to meet, greet and welcome as 
Christ does, seeing everyone as a beloved child 
of God. 

Practices 
* Take a walk around your neighborhood and 
stop to talk with people. Ask them how they are 
doing and if they have anything you could hold 
in prayer for them. 

*In worship (whether in person or online) listen 
for the greeting offered by the pastor. When 
it’s your turn to respond with “And also with 
you,” extend your arms with palms up to 
physically express the greeting. 

*Leave greetings of hope and love in random 
places for people to find. As a family, write your 
own greetings (God loves you, Christ be with 
you, Peace be with you) and leave them on 
porches, on park benches or at a table in a 
restaurant. You could even write them on the 
ground with sidewalk chalk! 

Prayers 
We pray for neighborhoods, that they may 
be safe and welcoming. 
We pray for summer camps and vacation 
Bible school programs. 
We pray for friends near and far who need a 
word of encouragement. 
 

 

 

 

https://www.livinglutheran.org/tag/worship/
https://www.livinglutheran.org/2019/03/pray-without-ceasing/
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We give thanks for water that nourishes our 
plants and helps crops grow. 
We give thanks for conversations with 
friends and neighbors. 
We give thanks for worship opportunities 
both inside and outside the church. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. Amen. 

We pray for neighborhoods, that they may be 
safe and welcoming. 
We pray for summer camps and vacation Bible 
school programs. 
We pray for friends near and far who need a 
word of encouragement. 
We give thanks for water that nourishes our 
plants and helps crops grow. 
We give thanks for conversations with friends 
and neighbors. 
We give thanks for worship opportunities both 
inside and outside the church. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. Amen. 

Service opportunity 
As more and more places open in the coming 
months, see if your family can volunteer at a 
group home or nursing home to take a walk 
with residents. After months of limited visitors, 
they may appreciate the chance to tell stories 
and be outside greeting others. 
---------------------------------------------------- 

 

Join in this exciting day at Carol Joy Holling Camp 
on Saturday, July 31st for our 33rd Annual Quilt 
Auction!  So that we can support CJH programs 
as strongly as possible, we want friends like you 
to come and share the day with us.  This event 
breaths community…from the people who donate 
the quilts to those who buy them and those 
who come to watch and connect back to CJH. 

The 350+ quilts will be auctioned off.  The live 
auction begins at 9:30 a.m. New this year, the 
silent auction will be online through the Qtego 
platform.  More information and instructions 
are online at CarolJoyHolling.org/quilt-auction.  

And, a delicious luncheon will be served from 
11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

If you have any questions, contact Heather 
Abbott by email at HAbbott@NLOM.org or by 
phone at 402-944-2544. 

 
SISTER CONGREGATION 

       Concordia 
        Lutheran 
         Church 
       Concord, Nebraska 

At the NE ELCA Synod Assembly, we chose 
Concordia Lutheran Church in Concord, NE as 
our sister congregation in Nebraska.   
Most people do not know where Concord is.  

They are in the Northeast about 40 miles west 
of South Sioux City and 12 miles north of Wayne.   

Old Business includes: The Mutual Ministry 
team met with Vicar Deb on 5-04-21. Next 
meeting in august at FLC.  The GIGP group will be 
asked if they could do some of cleanup work 
under pine trees as a project for a donation to 
group from church.  

New Business includes: Warren Hansen has 
agreed to be the Point of Contact person for 
property issues for the Post Office, Parsonage 
and Church building to address maintenance/ 
repair concerns.  Hart will be contacting some 
potential new Property Committee members.  
GIGP group will be contacted to see if they would 
be willing to do an Ag Day Parade float.  Discussion 
was held about a possible new member service 
and potluck reception. Suggested date was 
Rally Sunday in September. Carolyn took the 
action to discuss with Vicar. Brandi will contact 
Dustin in regards to the Father-Son event held 
in June. An Online Giving presentation will be 
given by VANCO (who is ELCA approved) at our 
June meeting, possibly at Joint Council Meeting 
if FLC is interested also. 

To read more about Concordia, please go to: 
https://www.concordialutheranelca.com/. 

 
 
 

  

 

 

mailto:HAbbott@NLOM.org
https://www.concordialutheranelca.com/
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SEED TEAM  
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

Get Signed Up NOW!!  July 18-22 
Please add our summer VBS program to your 
calendar on July 18-22 from 6:00-8:15 p.m. with 
a grab and go meal to begin at 5:30p.m. The 
theme for this year is “Treasured - Discovering 
You’re Priceless to God.”  

Registration costs associated with VBS are FREE. 
They are being covered by a generous donor 
for all attendees this summer. We are so grateful 
for this financial help! Check out the church 
website to get registered! 

We remain in need of volunteers to support the 
daily tasks during VBS and provide a positive 
experience for the kids. Please sign up to volunteer 
on the church website under the “Sign Ups” tab. 
Thanks for considering. 

Get registered for VBS at: 
docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdChu5M
0-hyCcpYTjrh_4LvSOI-Kydp8S6oUdkuAsSbZCX_ 
1w/viewform  
Get signed up to be a VBS volunteer at: 
www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0b45a5ae2ba3f
49-vbs2021  
----------------------------------------------------
SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Thank you for a wonderful year.  

We will see you again when we 
resume Sunday School on 
September 12th.  You are a 
special Child of God.  Enjoy 
your summer! 

“Let the little children come to me, and do not 
hinder them for the kingdom of heaven 
belongs to such as these.”  Matthew 19:14 
------------------------------------------------------- 
LAMBS PROGRAMMING (1st-5th Grade) 

Watch for details on our Lambs 
programming at the end of summer.  
Have a safe and fun summer.    

---------------------------------------------------- 
Acolyting 4th-8th Grade Students: 

All students grades 4th-8th are 
invited to sign up for acolyting at 
our Saturday and Sunday worship 
services.  To sign up for our 

acolyte services please go to our sign up at 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0 
a44acad29a5f58-aprilmay1.  
----------------------------------------------------  
CONFIRMATION 

6th through 8th Confirmation 2021-2022  

Thanks for the great year!  Watch for more 
details at the end of summer to see what great 
things are to come in our 2021-2022 year. 
---------------------------------------------------- 
Middle School Camp Out 
All middle schoolers along with the high school 
Underground are invited to an overnight Camp 
Out at the Galaska’s home (11616 S. 181st St., 
Gretna) on Friday, July 16th, after the Carnival at 
Church. Bring your tent and sleeping bag. 
Invite your family and friends to the Underground 
Carnival from 4:00-6:00 p.m. and then caravan 
over for a family hotdog roast followed by 
some field games at the Galaskas.   
Here is the schedule of events to add to your 
calendars. 
July 16th: 
4:00pm - 6:00pm: Carnival at Church 
6:00pm: Hot Dog Roast at Galaskas (11616 S. 
181st Cir., Gretna, NE) 
After Supper: Field Activities for all Ages 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0b45a5ae2ba3f49-vbs2021
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0b45a5ae2ba3f49-vbs2021
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0a44acad29a5f58-aprilmay1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0a44acad29a5f58-aprilmay1
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After Activities: Middle School and 
Underground Campout 

July 17th: 
8:30am: Camp Breakfast 
9:30am: Devotion 
10:00am: Lean up and Bug Out 

 

UNDERGROUND ON WEDNESDAYS 7:00 PM 

All 9-12th grade students are invited to join us 
every Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. for the Youth 
Underground programming.  

Schedule: 
7/07: Wednesday, 7:00 p.m. 
          Org. meeting for VBS Carnival  
          Fundraiser/Games/Devotions 
7/09: Friday, 7:00 p.m. 
          Overnight Lock-In 
          House Cup Competition-Bring Canned 
          Food Items-Entrance Fee 
          Additional Canned Food=House Points 
          (*Required: Registration Link Below) 
7/16: Friday, 4:00-6:00 p.m.  
 Carnival at Church 
 6:00 p.m. Hot Dog Roast at Galaska’s 
           (11616 S. 181st Circle, Gretna) 
          After Supper: Field Activities for all Ages 
          After Activities:  Middle School and 
          Underground 
7/17: Saturday, 8:30 a.m.-Camp Breakfast 
          9:30 a.m.-Devotion 
          10:00 a.m.-Lean Up and Bug Out  
7/28:  Wednesday, 7:00 p.m. 
            Devotions  

*Lock-In Required Registration 
Please register at:  
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf
4SHIVRJMFDLgKOXm3kGpwdGsY7SkAfhsf8oMj
IGV02NPsog/viewform?usp=sf_link 

Parent Volunteers may sign up at:  
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C44AA
AE2CA0FEC61-lock 

2021 MISSION TRIP 

  
Please pray for safe travels, fun times, fellowship, 
and friendship for our Youth Underground students 
who are on their Mission Trip in Alamosa, CO 
on June 20th and returning June 25th.  
------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

June 20-25 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf4SHIVRJMFDLgKOXm3kGpwdGsY7SkAfhsf8oMjIGV02NPsog/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf4SHIVRJMFDLgKOXm3kGpwdGsY7SkAfhsf8oMjIGV02NPsog/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf4SHIVRJMFDLgKOXm3kGpwdGsY7SkAfhsf8oMjIGV02NPsog/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C44AAAE2CA0FEC61-lock
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C44AAAE2CA0FEC61-lock
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COLLEGE AGED MINISTRY & 
PROGRAMMING (CAMP) 
CAMP stands for College Aged Ministry Programs! 
This program is for anyone who has graduated 
from high school. All are welcome to attend 
(even if you decided that college wasn’t your 
post-high school plans! We want to connect 
with all of you)! 

Contact Lona Pinkall at 402-332-5057 if you’re 
interested in being added to this list.  
------------------------------------------------------- 
S.O.C.K Program 

Thanks to those who agreed to sponsor 
a student. We have matched up all the 
students who signed up with a sponsor 
and we know they appreciate that support. 

Plans for a December or early January gathering 
will be postponed until a safer time.  We will be 
closely monitoring Covid alert levels to determine 

when to proceed with an event. Thank you for 
your understanding. 

If you have any more questions, please contact 
Lona Pinkall at 402-332-5057. 

 
LOCAL & WORLD SERVICE 
TOGETHER A GREATER GOOD 

To date, our church TAGGers 
have raised more than $1700 for 
church projects sponsored by the 
Local & World Service Team.  

Download the app to your smartphone and 
choose RELC as the supported organization. 
You can also drop your receipts at the office. 
When you purchase from a TAGG business, it will 
donate up to 5% of your total purchase to RELC.  

The Local & World Service Team invites you 
to do the TAGG of the MONTH! 

                    JULY is  
              SPIN! Pizza  
     Located near 175th & Center 
They will donate 5% of your receipt. 

-------------------------------------------------------- 
LWST Meal Support and Caring Casseroles  

 In addition to the Local & World 
Service Team ministry of meal 
support and caring casseroles, 
Caring Meals are now also available.   

Caring Meals will work similar to a “Meal Train”.  
Caring Meals are a way of providing temporary 
meal support for our church family, perhaps 
those having just had surgery, coming home 
from being in rehab, or a serious illness.  Caring 
Meals will consist of a main dish and one side, 
which could be a vegetable, fruit, bread, or 
dessert.  

These meals could be provided once or twice a 
week, for up to 4 weeks. Please contact the church 
if you, or a family member, is in need of Caring Meals. 

The LSWT also invites members to utilize the 
Caring Casseroles stocked in the church's freezer. 
The casseroles are for members in need or for 
members to give to those in need outside our 

mailto:tyler.johnson@relchurch.net
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church family.  The church is open 8:00 a.m. to 
3:00 p.m. for you to stop by to pick one up. There 
is nothing to sign, just grab and deliver it to 
whomever is in need. Show someone you care 
with a specially prepared with care casserole. 
---------------------------------------------------- 
VA Hospital Collection Drive 

We will be collecting 
needed items for the 
Omaha VA. Please 
consider purchasing 

and donating any of the following needed items, 
specifically requested by the VA at this time. 
Canned tuna, beef jerky, P3 snacks peanut 
butter, can openers, sweatpants/athletic pants 
in all sizes, or men's underwear in medium or 
large. A donation box will be available at 
church from June 20-July 11. Travel-sized 
hygiene items are also always accepted by the 
VA. Thank you for your support of our veterans. 
---------------------------------------------------- 
Extended-Lutheran World Relief Baby Care Kits 

The Local & World Service 
team will be collecting items 
for Baby Care Kits for Lutheran 

World Relief during the month of June/July.  
If you are interested in helping with one of the 
basic necessities for a new baby in need, please 
consider donating one or more items (we are 
really in need of t-shirt fabric (50-100% 
cotton), and sleepers, sweaters, & hoodies 
(size newborn-24 mo.).  A complete list of 
items of need and a diaper tip sheet to make 
cloth diapers are located on the table by the 
café.  All items can be added to the labeled 
storage container in the café. Thanks for your 
support.

 

WORSHIP & MUSIC TEAM 
PHASE II WORSHIP SERVICES 
Don’t miss hearing God’s word as 
Pr. James Sells shares the Gospel 
with us each week.  

The church and the church office are open during 
the week from 8:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

The Church Council created a COVID Task 
Force (CTF) to research, evaluate and formulate 
updated COVID-19 protocol. The CTF will 
continue to monitor, evaluate and propose 
protocol changes as our church continues its 
journey home.  

General:  
o    Masks are optional inside the church, 

except when mandated.  
o    Social distancing is practiced and 

encouraged.  
o    Hand sanitizer stations are located 

throughout the building.  
o    Do not enter church if you do not feel 

well, are experiencing symptoms of 
COVID-19 or are COVID-19 positive.  

Worship:  
o    Worship services are in person. See 

revised service schedule effective June 5, 
2021.  

o    Live stream and recorded services are 
available for remote viewing.  

O    A Welcome Station provides bulletins and 
fellowship sign-in cards.  

o    Offerings are collected via an onsite drop 
box, Simply Giving, Vanco Payment Portal, 
by mail or by passing the plate at mask-
optional services.  

o    Communion is distributed by assistants 
wearing masks and gloves.  

Use of Facilities: 
o    Church committees are welcome to hold 

in-person, socially distanced meetings 
within the church.  

o    Outside requests for the use of church 
facilities are reviewed and approved by 
the Senior Pastor and Council President.  

o    The kitchen is available to prepare and 
serve food. Masks and gloves are required 
by all who use and work in the kitchen.  

Office Staff:  
o    When interacting with visitors, masks 

should be worn.  
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o    Staff is expected to stay home if:  
▪   They are not feeling well or experiencing 
         any COVID-19 symptoms.  

o    They have encountered direct exposure 
to a potential COVID-19 case until one of 
the following occurs:  
▪    The case is confirmed negative.  
▪    If the case is positive, staff is expected  
      to quarantine according to current 
      CDC guidelines. 

-------- 

SERVICE SCHEDULE EFFECTIVE JUNE 5, 2021  

Saturday Services – Mask Required  
5:30 p.m. – Blended Service – Sanctuary 
Communion served  

Sunday Services – Masks Optional  
8:30 a.m. – Traditional Service – Sanctuary 
Communion served first & third Sundays  

9:40-10:30 a.m. – Adult Forum – Conf. Room/ Zoom 
“The Wilderness Journey Home”  

10:45 a.m. – Contemporary Service – Fellowship Hall 
Communion served second & fourth Sundays  

Social distancing is practiced and encouraged.  

Current CDC Guidelines suggest unvaccinated 
persons continue wearing masks in situations 
when 6 feet if social distancing cannot be 
maintained. 

Online Worship Services 

 YouTube: (Watch Live or Uploaded Service) 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjXn
hZfhxipkc5ZTA6SrHUw 

 Facebook: 
Facebook.com/RELCgretna  

---------------------------------------------------- 
Chancel Choir and Bell Choir 
rehearsals will begin as 
usual in September. More 
details will follow later this 
summer, but our plan right 

now is to resume on our normal calendar. I 
can’t wait to make music with you all again! 
If you’re not a member of either group but 
would LIKE to be, contact me or reach out to 
the office and we’ll get you added to our 

contact list. Enjoy the summer, and I’ll look 
forward to being with you all in rehearsal 
very soon! – Matt Hill, Music Director 

 
HEALTH MINISTRY TEAM 
Greetings from your Health Ministry Team 

 July is Sun Safety Awareness 
Month.  Walk outside on any 
summer day and you can feel 

the warm sun on your skin. For many of us, the 
light of God’s creation has a healing effect, as 
the warmth penetrates beneath the skin 
throughout our bodies, having a positive effect 
on both our hearts and minds as well. 

As we enjoy the warmth of the sun, it is important 
to remember the potency of the sun’s rays. Here 
are some sobering statistics: 

 Skin cancer is the most common form of 
cancer in the United States. More than one 
million skin cancers are diagnosed annually. 

 Each year there are more new cases of skin 
cancer than breast, prostate, lung and 
colon cancer combined. 

 One in five Americans will develop skin 
cancer. 

 First exposure to tanning beds in youth 
increases melanoma risk by 75 percent. 

Fortunately, it is still possible to enjoy the warmth 
of the sun, following these simple guidelines: 

 Use sunscreen SPF 15 or higher (guarding 
against UVA & UVB rays). Apply 20-30 
minutes before going outside. 

 Reapply every 2 hours (more frequently if 
swimming or sweating). 

 Wear a hat with a brim. 
 Wear sunglasses that block UV rays. 
 Limit direct sun exposure during midday – 
even on cloudy days. 

 Avoid tanning beds. 
 Have your physician examine your skin 
during regular health check-ups. 

 You should check your skin monthly, and 
let your physician know of any areas of 
concern. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjXnhZfhxipkc5ZTA6SrHUw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjXnhZfhxipkc5ZTA6SrHUw
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For more detailed information regarding skin 
cancer, visit the American Cancer Society’s 
website at www.cancer.org or talk to your Faith 
Community Nurse. 

The Lord is your keeper; the Lord is your shade 
at your right hand. The sun shall 
not strike you by day, nor the moon by night. ~ 
Psalms 121: 5-6 

Here’s to your health! 
 

BENEVOLENCE & MISSION TEAM 
Resurrection Evangelical 
Lutheran Church (RELC) 
distributes 8% of our quarterly 
offering to the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church of America (ELCA) Synod to help 
organizations in need on a national & worldwide 
basis. The purpose of the Mission & Benevolence  
Team is also to provide financial assistance to 
worthy organizations by distributing 2% of RELC’s 
quarter offering with an emphasis on local needs. 
In making our decisions, we strive to support 
RELC’s strategic long-term plans and goals. 
---------------------------------------------------- 
Congregation,  

If you know of an organization that has a 
need (i.e. funding) within our community 
where our team might be of assistance, 
please leave a note in our box in the 
church office.  We will prayerfully consider 
these requests quarterly along with the 
other requests we regularly receive. 

-Thank you, Benevolence & Mission Team 
---------------------------------------------------- 
Next Meeting Date:  2nd Quarter-July 11, 2021 

 
OUTREACH TEAM 

NEW RELC WEBSITE   
 Check Out the New  
      and Improved  
      RELC Website! 

The Outreach Team is excited to announce the 
new and improved RELC website! One thing that 

hasn’t changed is the address – it remains the 
same relchurch.net.  We spent the past year 
updating and refreshing the site and developing a 
plan to manage it going forward.  We worked with 
a web design company to streamline our website 
and incorporate current graphic design elements 
and search engine optimization.  A process to 
keep the information up-to-date has also been 
established with RELC and the web designer.  
This will allow us to more easily make changes 
and additions to the website going forward! 

Here’s some of the things you’ll find on the 
website: 

• Refreshed look and feel with new pictures! 
• Easier navigation and improved user-friendliness. 
• Separate Sign Ups link and Serving Opportunities 

page to simplify signing up to volunteer and 
serve. 

• Updated Donate page and links that detail 
all the ways to give to RELC. 

• Access to RELC weekly bulletins, Messengers 
and Annual Reports. 

Please visit the website and check out the new 
look! If you have questions or feedback, contact a 
member of the Outreach team. 

 
PROPERTY TEAM 

The property team has nothing 
new to report this month, but we’d 
like to remind everyone that the 
property team is always looking for 

new members that like to get involved and 
have fresh new ideas for our church properties.  

Please contact Bill Schwarten at 402-290-6300 
if you are interested in joining the team.

 
RELC ARCHIVES TEAM 

The Archives Team is looking for 
pictures of past church activities. 
They are looking for old ones, new 

ones, or any that have a story to them.  Please 
contact Jim Eichner with the Archives Team if 
you have any stories or pictures of the past.  
Please contact Jim at Eichnerj6527@msn.com. 

http://www.cancer.org/
mailto:Eichnerj6527@msn.com
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May Finance Report 
 

 May '21 YTD '21 Budget '21 
  (5 month) (12 months) 

Income:    
   Local Offering $28,554  $123,403  $304,717  
   Other Giving $2,191  $13,281  $31,095  
General Budget Total $30,744  $136,684  $335,812  

    
Expenses:    
   Administrative $15,686  $84,955  $256,040  
   Benevolence $0  $18,807  $33,472  
   Christian Education $0  $554  $7,740  
   Golden Age $0  $0  $300  
   Health Ministry $81  $213  $1,050  
   Outreach $171  $1,346  $7,500  
   Property $1,897  $13,769  $30,225  
   Stewardship $0  $0  $700  
   Technology $189  $1,598  $2,460  
   Worship and Music $450  $920  $10,105  
General Budget Total $18,474  $122,161  $349,592  
Net Profit (Loss) $12,271  $14,523  ($13,779) 

    
  May '20 YTD '20  
Total Income (PPP incl) $29,049  $178,827   
Total Expenses $22,489  $169,749   
      
Net Profit (Loss) $6,559  $9,079     

 

**PENDING areas are not needed at this time.  Watch your 
email, Facebook, and website for further updates. 
Connectors: Thank you for agreeing to be a greeter and for 
providing a warm welcome to our members and visitors as they 
arrive for worship! If you are unable to be here for your designated 
Sunday, you are responsible to find your own substitute.  If you no 
longer want to be on the greeter schedule, please contact Brenda 
Fleck and Anne Brodin. 

Traditional Service 8:30 am  
   7/4     Pending 
   7/11    Pending 
   7/18   Pending 
   7/25   Pending  

Contemporary 10:00 am 
   7/4     Pending 
   7/11    Pending 
   7/18   Pending 
   7/25   Pending 
  

Servers in July 
Head Usher: 

    5:30 pm (Sat.) Jim Haver 
   8:30 am (Sun.) Rich Killingsworth       
   10:45 am (Sun.) Ryan Bergsten 

 Flowers & Bulletins: Shelly Grimm 
Altar Guild: Patti Layher, Deb Wallman, Lisa 
                    Roseland   

Lay Readers:  
-Saturday 5:30 pm - Open 
-Sunday 8:30 am – (7/7, 25)Erick Hill, (7/11, 18) 
                                 Andy & Desiree Stednitz 
             10:45 am – Kevin Karas 
Church Council Schedule:  
-Saturday Blended 5:30 pm 
   7/3 Open 
   7/10  Open  
   7/17   Bill Schwarten 
   7/24   Open 
 7/31 Open 
 -Traditional 8:30 am   
   7/4     Bill Schwarten 
   7/11   Open 
   7/18   Open 
 7/25   Open 
-Contemporary 10:00 am 
   7/4     Open 
   7/11    Open 
   7/18   Open 
   7/25   Open  
Acolytes: www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0 

             a44acad29a5f58-aprilmay1    
-Saturday Blended 5:30 pm 
   7/3 Open, Open 
   7/10    Open, Open 
   7/17   Open, Open  
 7/24 Open, Open 
 7/31 Open, Open 
-Traditional 8:30 am 
   7/4     Open, Open 
   7/11   Junior Killingsworth, Open 
   7/18   Bennett Wolverton, Brady Wolverton 
   7/25   Junior Killingsworth, Open 
-Contemporary 10:45 am  
   7/4     Open, Open 
   7/11   Open, Open 
   7/18   Open,  Open 
   7/25   Open, Open  

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0
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Janice Schnack 7/2 
Steve Johnson 7/3 
Carolyn Hoyer 7/3 
Christina Hinrichs 7/6 
Jeanie Krambeck 7/7 
Ronald Sydzyik 7/7 
Dylan Behney 7/7 
Michael Sheridan Jr. 7/8 
Logan Henning 7/9 
Jared Weishaar 7/9 
Karron Brugmann 7/10 
Michelle Klug 7/10 
Thelma Mowinkel 7/11 
Karleigh North 7/11 
Joyce McMahill 7/12 
Jack Ralston 7/12 
Allison Pinkall 7/12 
Mallory Schnack 7/12 

Kenna Mikos 7/13 
Tyler Jarnagin 7/14 
Raedawn Johnson-Tresca 7/14 
Zachariah Peters 7/15 
Kelsey Jarnagin 7/15 
Jerry Layher 7/16 
Corbyn Ayer 7/16 
Val Kwasniewski 7/16 
Emma Bitterman 7/16 
Kristin Ralston 7/17 
Jaxson Behney 7/17 
Kailey North 7/18 
Sarah Nordhues 7/18 
Elliot Reece 7/18 
Aubrey Pedersen 7/18 
Jimm Murray 7/18 
Emilia Reece 7/19 
Jeremy Reece 7/20 

Matt Flynn 7/21 
Keith Barkley 7/24 
Larry Burson 7/24 
Chris Langmaack 7/25 
Jordan Mason 7/25 
Corinne Andreasen 7/25 
Greta Henning 7/25 
Cierra Johnson 7/26 
Nicole Slusher 7/27 
Becky Sells 7/27 
Finley Killingsworth 7/27 
Sean Reagan 7/29 
Craig Mohling 7/30 
Henry Briese 7/30 
Pam Dauner 7/31 
Thad Buster 7/31 
Emma Buresh 7/31 

  

 
 
 
 

Ryan and Sarah Shea 7/3 12 
Joe and Carole Perchal 7/6 8 
Ben and Rachel Drews 7/9 10 
Doug and Nicki Ayer 7/11 29 
Chad and Tiana Reynoldson 7/14 20 
Ryan and Heidi Raess 7/14 14 
Terry and Eunice Legacie 7/18 40   

Jeff and Amber Keasling 7/22 21 
Jeff and Sheri Roberts 7/22 26 
Kelly and Allison Malone 7/23 16 
Brian and Nina Rongisch 7/26 13 
Doug and Shawna Thomsen 7/27 19 
Bill and Debbie Schwarten 7/31 28 

 

 Name                                          Date     Years  Name                                      Date   _ Years 
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ADS & OPPORTUNITIES 
RESURRECTION WOMEN’S LUNCHEON 

The Women of Resurrection are 
meeting for lunch on Tuesday, 

July 20th at 11:30 a.m. at Lansky’s restaurant off 
of 370 on 16918 Morgan Ave, Gretna.  Please 
call Pam Dauner, 402-679-6320, by July 18th if 
you are coming.  

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
“Awakening to a Grand New Day” 

The Women of Resurrection will 
meet on September 21st at 9:00 
a.m. at church for Bible study 
and fellowship.  Please join us as 
we renew friendships again. 

GRETNA COMMUNITY BLOOD DRIVE 
The Gretna Community Blood 
Drive will be at the Gretna 
American Legion Auxiliary 216 

at 11690 S. 216th St., Gretna on Monday, July 
12th, from 12:30-6:30 p.m.  All donations support 
the American Red Cross.  Please contact Kathy Iske 
at 402-332-3827 if you have any questions. To 
schedule an appointment call:  1-800-733-2767 
or visit redcrossblood.org and enter: GretnaNE 
to schedule your appt. 

ADULT FORUM: EXILE AND RETURN 
“The Wilderness Journey Home” 

Join us for our upcoming Adult Forum 
as we relate the struggle of God’s 
people in the 6th century BC, their Exile 
in Babylon and journey home to 

Jerusalem, to our struggle in the 21st century AD, 
as we start the journey home from our viral exile.  

This study will be on Sundays at 9:45 a.m. at 
RELC in the Conference Room and on Zoom.  It 
will continue into the Summer, so come along 
and join the adventure! 

*Note:  There will be no Adult Forum on July 4th. 

ZOOM: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87953507438?pwd=
WnU2dFVvcjNpbytoeStZRGZmSGdCZz09 
Meeting ID: 879 5350 7438 
Passcode: 918225 

Books for our study are made available through a 
Thrivent Action Plan grant and all sessions will be 
uploaded to our YouTube channel if the time of 
the session doesn’t work in your schedule or a 
weekend is missed! 

THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS 
 Thank you to all our Thrivent 
participants that have included 
Resurrection as a benefactor of 
your Thrivent Choice Dollars.  If you 

would like to include Resurrection as your 
Thrivent Choice recipient, you can visit thrivent.com/ 
thriventchoice or call 1-800-847-4836 and when 
prompted, say “Thrivent Choice.”  

2021 Thrivent Choice Dollars Donated:  $687.00 

2021 LAY READERS NEEDED 
If you love to read and are 
available for our Saturday, 5:30 
p.m. or Sunday, 8:30 a.m. or 10:45 
a.m. worship service, we need you.  

We are looking for individuals to read two lessons 
during our worship services for one month. 
Please go to our July-December sign-up at: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f054da4a
62fa4f85-layreaders1  Thank you for your help! 

2021 FLOWER/BULLETIN SIGN UP 
           SIGN-UP NOW!!     
Please consider signing up for altar 
flowers and bulletins for 2021. Go 
to our sign-up genius at https://www. 

signupgenius.com/go/30e0a44acad29a5f58-altar  
or call the church office to get signed up today 
at 402-332-3383.  The suggested donation for 
bulletin sponsorship is $20. If you are ordering 
from Town & Country, you will need to stop by 
the church to pick up the flower liners/stand 
and take them to Town & Country to fill M-F, 9-
5:30.  They will no longer be picking up the 
liners to fill with  
flowers.  If they do not have the liners, they won’t 
be able to make the flower arrangements for you. 
Please bring a container with you to transport 
them home after the late service.  Thank you for 
your kindness and generosity! 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87953507438?pwd=WnU2dFVvcjNpbytoeStZRGZmSGdCZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87953507438?pwd=WnU2dFVvcjNpbytoeStZRGZmSGdCZz09
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f054da4a62fa4f85-layreaders1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f054da4a62fa4f85-layreaders1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0a44acad29a5f58-altar
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0a44acad29a5f58-altar
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RELC QUILTERS  
The RELC Quilters group will 
be meeting on the 2nd & 4th 
Tuesday of every month in the 
café.  

If you have any unused cotton or cotton blend 
fabric or sheets (size of quilt squares), please 
consider donating these items to help to defray 
the costs of our donated quilts. Contact Judy Feit 
or Susan Clegg with questions. 

FOLLOWERS OF CHRIST PRISON MINISTRY 
If you’re interested in being a 
part of the prison ministry 
program, contact Scott Drews if 
you would like more information 

at 402-670-8259 or sdrews@bhhc.com.  

PRAYER REQUESTS  
If you would like us to pray for you 
or someone you know, please fill 
out the prayer sheet in your bulletin, 
send the office an email, or give the 

office a call to give your church family the 
opportunity to add it to their daily prayers!!!  If 
you are going into the hospital, be sure and let 
the office know so that we can be there for you 
with prayerful support. All prayer requests will 
be added to the bulletin for one month only, 
unless you contact us to let us know that further 
prayers are needed.  God bless you! 

AREA 41: AA-GRETNA FRIDAY NIGHT GROUP 
Each day thousands of people are 
diagnosed with alcohol-related 
problems. Thousands more die 
from these ailments. Well, they don't 

have to.  At Alcoholics Anonymous meetings in 
Gretna, NE you will find help, support and self-
empowerment from a group of people who 
were once; or still are but are making it through, 
alcohol addiction. Are you an addict or are 
suffering from an alcohol-related ailment? 

Join us on Friday nights at 8:00 p.m. in the café at 
Resurrection Lutheran Church in Gretna.  Enter 
through the north doors.  We are here for you. 

PROJECT HOPE FOOD PANTRY  
Our church supports the Project 
Hope Food Pantry.  Drop off all 
items at the Outreach Corner.  
Monetary donations can be 
sent to:  Project Hope, Inc., 

6201 N. 60th Street, Omaha, NE 68104 or go to 
projecthopeomaha.org to make an online 
donation. We are now accepting clothing 
donations. These donations of GENTLY used 
clothing can be delivered on Tuesday or 
Thursday between 11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

Food Needs: 
Canned Meat such as chicken, tuna, salmon, 
sardines, and etc., fruit Items including canned 
fruits, dried fruits, fruit juice, and fruit snacks, 
canned soup, spaghetti noodles and other 
pastas, ramen noodles, cereal, microwave popcorn, 
small bottles of vegetable oil, flour and sugar, 
coffee and tea bags 

Personal Care & Household Needs: 
shampoo, conditioner, body wash, deodorant, 
toothpaste, toothbrushes, hand soap & hand 
sanitizer, sunscreen, bug repellent, band-aids, 
Clorox wipes, small bottles of liquid dish soap & 
small bottles of laundry detergent, dusting spray 
& floor cleaners 

Paper Products & Baby/Clothing Needs:   
toilet paper, facial tissue, paper towels, diapers & 
pullups size 6 and baby wipes 

Collect Family Fare Receipts 
Direct Your Dollars is a receipt-based 

program sponsored by the 
Family Fare stores.  You can help 
us raise money simply by doing 

something you do each week - going to the 
grocery store.  Send your entire receipt to 
Project Hope. 

GRETNA NEIGHBORS FOOD PANTRY 
The pantry will continue with our "open pantry 
hours" the first and third Saturday morning of 
each month from 9-11 a.m. and the second 
Wed. evening of the month from 6-7 p.m.  

mailto:sdrews@bhhc.com


17 

The next open pantry dates are as follows: 
Saturday, July 3rd     
9-11 a.m. 
Wednesday, July 14th    
6-7 p.m. 
Saturday, July 17th     
9-11 a.m. 

NO CLIENTS WILL BE ALLOWED TO ENTER 
THE PANTRY UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE.  
Only Gretna Neighbors board members and 
trained volunteers will be allowed inside to 
adhere to social-distancing protocols and to 
protect the safety of everyone involved. 

RELC – WAYS TO GIVE YOUR OFFERINGS 

               MAIL 
 
Resurrection Evangelical Lutheran Church 
153 S McKenna Avenue, Gretna, NE 68028 

Please include your designation (general, building, 
memorial) in the memo line of your check to 
ensure it goes to area you would like it to go to. 

 
TEXT 
 

Text to 402-875-6081 and type $amount (eg $10) 
in the message to set up a one-time or recurring 
donation. 

            ONLINE 

Visit www. Relchurch.net 
Click the Vanco symbol to set up a one time 
or recurring donation 

SEND US YOUR PICTURES  
If you have any pictures you’d like 
included in the Messenger or on 
Facebook, please email them to the 
office. We’d enjoy seeing what your 

team is doing or what’s happening in your groups. 
PLEASE NOTE – IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO ENSURE THAT YOU HAVE 
PERMISSION OF ALL PEOPLE WITHIN YOUR PHOTOS TO SHARE ON SOCIAL 
MEDIA OUTLETS BEFORE SUBMITTING. WE WANT TO SHARE THESE MEMORIES 
BUT ALSO RESPECT THE PRIVACY OF OTHERS. 

PRAYER SHAWL GROUP  
If you knit or crochet, or would like 
to learn, you are invited to join the 
RELC Prayer Shawl Group!  We create 
shawls that are available for anyone 

in our congregation to be distributed to friends 
or family going through a personal crisis, whether it 
is illness, loss or other concern.  We also have 
some cancer hats and “prayer squares” available!  
Blankets for our newly baptized little ones are also 
made by our members!  If you have any questions 
or would like to be involved in making some of 
these items, contact Karen Hitz at 402-212-2589. 

*If you know of someone who is in need of a 
prayer shawl, prayer square or cancer hat at this 
time, please call the office at 402-332-3383. 

SAVE YOUR LABELS!  
The Local and World Service team is 
collecting Best Choice labels.  The 
money raised will be donated to Gretna 

Neighbors and Project Hope.  Just purchase Best 
Choice products (locally at McKinney’s and Super 
Saver), cut out the UPC code with Best Choice 
written above it, and place in the box by the 
food donation corner with the yellow shelving. 

We are collecting box tops for education.  
Please trim the edges and drop them 
in the box in food donation corner. 

ALUMINUM CAN COLLECTION!  
Bring your empty cans to the container 
outside of the west door of the 
church-in the alley. We please ask 

that you do not crush them.  The can needs to 
be visible for refund purposes. The proceeds 
will go to Least of My Brethren. 

SAVE YOUR POP TABS! 
The Ronald McDonald house is still 
collecting pop tabs.  Please drop off 
your tabs by the food donation corner 
with the yellow shelving.  Your tabs will 
help cover costs that support families  
with a seriously ill or injured child. 

 

 

 Donate  
      or  
Pay Here 

 

http://www/
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WITH SINCERE SYMPATHY 
Our thought and prayers go 
out to Bob Roberts and his 
family on the passing of Doris 
on May 30th.  Her Celebration 

of Life Service took place on June 9th at 
Resurrection. Doris will be missed by many here 
at RELC.  Please keep the Roberts family in your 
thoughts and prayers at this time.  God be with 
you all.

 
A NOTE OF THANKS 

From all of us in the F3 at RELC 
group, we would like to thank 
everyone that hosted and joined us 
this spring and we look forward to a 

restart in September for our fall F3. Contact 
Becky Wagner if you are interested in hosting. 
See you in the Fall. 
----------------------------------------------------- 
Dear Resurrection Evan. Lutheran Church 

Thank you for your gift!  $394.35, April 30, 2021.  
You have supported the frontline compassion 
work of Lutheran Family Services with your time, 
talens, and treasures.  Thank you!  We praise 
God for His abundant goodness and your 
faithful support.  You know all too well the 
struggles people have in this broken world.  
With your help, we are there for those who 
need us in the communities we are called to 
serve. 

I am also very excited to share continued ways 
to engage tih LFS and further leverage our 
partnership in serving.  Below are a few ways 
you can allow your members to be engaged: 

• Partner with LFS as a remote TeleHealth 
location, providing human care services and 
ensuring your community has access to all 
40+ programs offered by LFS. 

• Request a Sunday speaker for a “Mission 
Minute” or bible study presentation. 

• Plan a volunteer opportunity for your 
members.  They can be connected to a 
service close to their hearts while serving LFS 
and our clients. 

• Co-sponsor a refugee family, as projections 
suggest an increase in arrivals this summer. 

Do not hesitate to reach out to me for more 
information ro to discuss our shared mission.  
Again, thank you!  And, God’s Riches Blessings 
to you this year. 

-In His Service, Joel Stoltenow,  
  Senior Director of Development

 
FROM THE OFFICE 
 
 

*Check out the Communication Schedule 
located on the south bulletin board to see 
when information is due to the office. 
AUGUST MESSENGER ARTICLES ARE DUE: 

• Thursday, July 15th by 12:00 p.m. 

BULLETIN ANNOUCEMENTS ARE DUE: 
• Wednesday morning by 10:00 a.m. 

---------------------------------------------------- 
OUR COMMUNICATION APP! 

 
 

This app allows us to communicate about 
emergency cancellations. Enter this link into 
your browser https://band.us/n/a3ae23c8A9i3b 
or scan the QR code to join and be the first to 
know about any schedule changes due to 
severe weather or other emergencies! 
---------------------------------------------------- 

OPPORTUNTIES WITHIN RELC 
The following opportunities are available NOW! 
Paid Positions: 

• Part-Time Worship Service Accompanist 
Contact: Matt@singomaha.org 
 
 

https://band.us/n/a3ae23c8A9i3b
mailto:Matt@singomaha.org
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Volunteer Needs: 
• VBS Leaders & Helpers 

Contact: theoffice@relchurch.net 
• Youth Underground Leaders 
• Lay Reader Coordinator & Readers 

Contact: theoffice@relchurch.net 
• Sunday School Teachers/Substitute 

Teachers for year 2021-2022  
Contact: theoffice@relchurch.net 

• Sound Board Technician, PowerPoint 
Assistant, Electric Guitarist  
Contact: Matt@singomaha.org 

-----------------------------------------------------

July BIBLE MEMORY VERSE 

                                      Luke 6:37 
                                            37Do not judge, 
                      and you will not be judged;  
                                do not condemn,   
                  and you will not be condemned.  
                 Forgive, and you will be forgiven; 
------------------------------------------------- 

RITUALS IN THE FAMILY OF GOD 
Many different rituals mark the church year. We 
light candles in worship as we call to mind that 
Jesus, the Light of the World, is present with us. 
In baptism, water and God’s presence move aside 
worries and struggles, connecting us to our true 
identity as beloved children of God. During 
communion we’re reminded, as we chew the bread 
and swallow the wine or juice, that Jesus wraps 
us, as well as people of all times and places, in 
life-giving love. 

Rituals are not dependent on how we feel or what 
we believe, at any given moment. They hold a 
power of their own—a power to move us beyond 
our everyday thoughts and concerns, a power 
to connect us with greater love and meaning. The 
liturgy that many of us sing, pray and enact week 
after week, is one example. Doing the same thing 
over and over allows the story of faith to seep 
into our beings, etching our ancestors’ songs of 
faith and God’s promises of love into our thirsty 
hearts. 

This gives us a chance to remember these songs 
and promises when we need them. The ritual of 
our liturgy is an especially powerful way to 
remember who we are and whose we are. It can 
move us out of the realm of everyday concerns 
into a kairos moment. Sometimes all we need is 
that moment. 

CHRONOS VS. KAIROS 
Like routines, rituals happen over and over again. 
Routines keep us grounded and productive. 
Rituals keep us connected and centered. Rituals 
engage our bodies so our minds and hearts can 
open up to something beyond the mundane 
everyday tasks of doing the dishes, paying the 
bills and figuring out what to have for dinner. 
Rituals don’t need to be elaborate. They do need 
a quality of attention and an openness to the 
sacred. A ritual can be as simple as taking your 
favorite mug out of the kitchen cupboard to 
enjoy a cup of tea. A ritual can be as elaborate 
as planning a wedding. 

In the Greek language, there are two types of 
time—chronos time and kairos time. Chronos is 
the time of clocks and calendars and to-do lists.  
Kairos is the time of laughing so hard that you 
can’t catch your breath, of taking a nap under a 
cozy fleece blanket and of scanning the sky for 
the first star of the evening. Chronos time is 
measured by the clock, but kairos time is God’s 
time. Routines help us to order chronos time. 
Rituals help us to shift into kairos time. 

I must have heard those words, “Remember who 
you are and whose you are,” hundreds of times 
throughout my childhood. When I think of them 
now, they ground me in my mother’s love and 
in the faith she helped nurture in me from the 
very beginning. While Mom began this practice 
as a ritual for us to share, I now realize that 
these words are also the core definition of what 
ritual is. Ritual is there to remind us of who we 
are, of what matters to us and of the God who 
lovingly made us. 
By Jordan Miller-Stubbendick 
A writing from Gather Magazine: 8/25/2020 | Life 
 

mailto:theoffice@relchurch.net
mailto:theoffice@relchurch.net
mailto:theoffice@relchurch.net
mailto:Matt@singomaha.org
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Contact Information 
Pastor James Sells 

      In the office-T-F, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
  Tuesday-Thursday by appointment 
   402-759-6347 
  PastorJames@relchurch.net  
Ms. Hanna Grove 
  In the office-T-W, F-Sun, Hours vary at this time 
  402-983-2456 
  Hannah.Grove@relchurch.net 
Office Hours 
  9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., Monday-Friday 
Church Phone Number 
  402-332-3383 
Email Address for Church 
  theoffice@relchurch.net 
Church Website 
  www.relchurch.net 
 

A PRAYER FOR JULY, for morning- 
Health of body and soul…….  

By your power, great God, our Lord Jesus 
healed the sick and gave new hope to the 
hopeless. Though we cannot command or 
possess your power, we pray for those who 
want to be healed. Mend their wounds, 
soothe fevered brows, and make broken 
people whole again. Help us to welcome 
every healing as a sign that, though death is 
against us, you are for us, and have promised 
renewed and risen life in Jesus Christ the 
Lord.  Amen. 

                   ELCA, Daily Prayers and Blessings 

Return Service Requested 

RESURRECTION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
153 S McKenna Ave. 
Gretna, Nebraska 68028 

mailto:PastorJames@relchurch.net
mailto:theoffice@relchurch.net
http://www.relchurch.net/
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