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 MESSENGER  

  

From the Pastor’s Desk 

 

The other morning, I was in-line at John’s school and while I was waiting for 

our turn at the drop-off, I noticed that the car in front of us had a Jesus/Fish 

decal. When I saw that I thought to myself about the courage of this parent 

to have something like that on their car. After all, as much as I love the Lord I 

sometimes don’t fully express that love in the way I drive. I told the boys in 

the back seat that the person in front of us must be a very safe and loving 

driver, otherwise they are taking a big risk of damaging the image of the 

Lord. After all to drive like a devil with a symbol of Christ on your car is like 

using the Lord’s name in vain. 

At any rate, we got through the drop off line and the person in front of us 

got a little impatient trying to turn back onto the neighborhood roads and 

all of a sudden they shot forward and almost hit incoming traffic on both 

sides of the street. Oh, horns we honking and fingers were gesturing and I 

was flabbergasted. This was not a safe and loving driver after all.  

As things calmed down, I started to shake my head as I thought that maybe 

the fish symbol wasn’t so much a statement of faith for the driver as it was 

a reminder for everyone else that Jesus forgives and so should we. 

Through God’s actions in Jesus Christ, the Lord gives the world lots of 

reminders about forgiveness and redemption. Through our actions we give 

the world lots of reminders about how much we don’t deserve it. As we 

continue through this season of Easter let us do everything we can to proclaim 

Christ; not through words that can be as cheap as a car decal but through 

actions that speak louder than the bling on our vehicles. If you have a cross 

or a fish on your car leave it there as a reminder to you to be mindful of 

RESURRECTION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

In this Issue: 

Articles 

From the Pastor’s 

Desk ........................... 1 

Churchwide News .. 4 

Reports 

Pastor ........................ 2 

President’s Report .. 3 

Finances .................. 15 

Information 

Team News ............... 8 

Servers in May ........ 15 

Birthdays & 

Anniversaries ........ 16 

Ads & Opportunities 

Ads and Flyers ...... 17 

Sympathy.............. 20 

Thank You .............. 20 

From the Office ... 21 

Feature Family ..... 22 

Calendar ................ 23 

Contact Info ........ 24 

 

 

 

Share God’s Word. Show God’s Love. Serve God. May 2021 



2 

your faith while out in the world. If you see someone with a cross or a fish who forgets the love of Christ 

through their actions, remember for them with forgiveness and grace. 

This was more of a Public Service Announcement than a Messenger Article, but it was on my heart. 

Blessings to you as we come into May. Please pay close attention to the calendar and articles in this 

month’s Messenger as there will be multiple changes and opportunities coming to Resurrection in the 

near future. 

In Christ, 

 

 

Pr. James W. Sells 

 

RESURRECTION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  

Pastor’s Report, March 4th-April 15th       

OFFICIAL DUTIES: 

Visitations: 63 

Funerals: 2 

 03/26: Ernie Olsan 

 04/10: Donna Fleck 

Baptisms: 1 

 04/01: Kash Shears 

First Communion for 6th and 5th Graders 

RELC ACTIVITIES: 

 03/04: Lenten Devotional 

03/05: Lenten Devotional 

03/06: - Exile and Return Study 

  - Lenten Devotional 

  - Pre-marital Counseling 

  - Worship, post-production and 

    uploaded 

03/07: - Middle School Sunday School 

  - Worship 

  - Lenten Devotional 

03/8-15: - Vacation to Texas: I continued the 

   Lenten Devotions while on vacation 

03/16: - Text Study 

  - Lenten Devotional 

  - SEED MTG 

  - VBS MTG 

  - Church Council MTG 

03/17: - Staff MTG 

  - Lenten Devotional 

  - Initial Meeting with Youth Ministry  

  Candidate: Candidate was great but 

  we couldn’t afford her. 

  - 5th Grade Communion Class 

  - Lenten Mid-Week Service, live 

   streamed and in-person 

  - Youth Underground 

03/18: - Lenten Devotional 

  - Care Calling Network MTG 

  - Worship and Music MTG 

03/19: - Mentoring with Erick 

  - Lenten Devotional 

  - Baptismal MTG 

03/20: - Exile and Return Study 

  - Lenten Devotional 

  - Worship, post-production and  

   uploaded 

03/21: - Middle School Sunday School 

  - Conducted Worship: Kash’s baptism 

03/22: - Lenten Devotional 

03/23: - Text Study 

  - Lenten Devotional 

03/24: - Staff Meeting 

  - Lenten Devotional 

  - 5th Grade Communion Class  

03/25: - Lenten Devotional 

03/26: - Ernie’s Funeral 

  - Lenten Devotional 

03/27: - Exile and Return Study 

  - Lenten Devotional 

  - Conducted Worship, post  

   production and uploaded 

03/28: - Middle School Sunday School 

  - Conducted Worship: First Communion  

  for 6th Graders; Nursery open again 

  for during worship. 

03/29: - Lenten Devotional 
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03/30: - Text Study 

  - Lenten Devotional 

03/31: - Staff Meeting 

  - Lenten Devotional 

  - 5th Grade Communion Class 

04/01: - Conducted Maundy Thursday: First 

   Communion for 5th Grade 

04/02: - Good Friday Service: Prayer around 

   the cross and burning of crucified sins. 

04/03: - Exile and Return Study 

04/04: - Easter Sunrise Service at Matt and  

     Linda Anderson’s 

  - Easter Early Service: Acolytes  

  Resumed Service 

  - Easter Late Service: Acolytes  

   Resumed Service 

04/06: - Text Study 

04/07: - Staff Meeting 

  - Youth Underground 

04/08: - Worship and Music MTG 

04/10: - Donna’s Funeral 

  - Conducted Worship 

04/11: - Middle School Sunday School 

  - Conducted Worship, Uploaded to 

   Facebook and YouTube 

  - Acolyte Training 

04/13: - Took a comp day 

04/14: - Staff Meeting 

  - Pre-Council MTG with Bill 

  - Confirmation 

  - Youth Underground 

04/15: - Pre-Marital Meeting 

  - Communion set-up MTG with Patti 

  - Synod Nominating Committee MTG 

UP COMING EVENTS AND CONVERSATION: 

04/17 & 24: Underground Fundraiser Spring 

                     Cleaning 

04/18: Acolyte Training 

05/02: Senior Quilt Blessing 

05/09: 6th and 7th Grade Cross Project Presentation 

05/14: Underground Fundraiser drive in movie 

            “Shrek” 

PASTORAL REFLECTION: 

To a large degree Easter has felt like a watershed 

moment for the journey home. It has been 

wonderful to see faces again at service that have 

been absent throughout the pandemic and I pray 

this pattern will continue through the spring. As 

things loosen up in our covid protocols we should 

be cognizant to provide worship and spaces that 

are comfortable for those who are more cautious 

than others. This will be of particular note in June 

when we return to full liturgies and services. It 

will also be important to keep an eye on the Covid 

numbers which have begun another upward trend. 

Highs: By far my high was Easter. Aside from the 

beautiful weather we had a beautiful sunrise 

service out at the Anderson’s. Compared to last 

year this Easter actually felt like Easter. 

Lows: I felt the need to take a comp day after 

Holy Week and Easter as I hadn’t had much time 

off over the past month (I say this recognizing I 

took a week off in March). I have been trying to 

be more diligent on time management, but the 

days are still getting awfully long. This plus our 

inability to find qualified staff that we can afford 

has me a little on edge. We’ll need to sink 

significant effort into staffing this Summer so 

that we can come to Fall programming ready to 

ably serve our faith community. 

 

 
As we strive ever closer to home on our Wilderness 

Journey, we talk a lot about what it will be like 

when we are “Back to Normal.” What does this 

phrase mean to you?  Could it be: 

• Regular school routines?    

• Sporting events with fans in the stands? 

• Swimming Pools open for the summer? 

• No Masks? 

• No more Zoom? 

• Shaking a hand or giving a hug?   

Has it been so long we no longer recall what 

“normal” might be?   
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CHURCHWIDE NEWS 

 

 

 
 

As our church journeys “Back to Normal,” rest 

assured the Covid Task Force (CTF) continues to 

monitor the Covid 19 landscape, research and 

present recommendations to the council.  Since 

Easter we have hit a few new milestones with the 

return to formal communion and the reinstitution 

of the Children’s Sermon and Noisy Offering. What 

a joy it has been to watch the kids flock to the 

altar and hear the clang, clang of coins dropping 

into the metal bucket!   

At the April 21st Council meeting, council signed 

off on the following: 

• Use of Fellowship Cards “Blue Sheets” vs. 

signing in, which gives the office a 

plethora of necessary information for 

church records required for ELCA Synod 

compliance  

• “In person” weddings and funerals with 

the option to cater and serve meals 

• Beginning June 5th 

o Three Worship Services will be 

offered each Weekend 

▪ Saturday @ 5:30pm and 

Sunday @ 8:30 and 10:45 am 

o Use of the Kitchen to prepare food 

As I mentioned last month, communication is 

of the utmost importance and Council has set 

the bar high on communicating pertinent 

information via multiple platforms and in a 

timely fashion.  Please look forward to more 

specific details about these reinstituted procedures 

and upcoming milestones. 

In closing, I hope you felt the joy and connection 

Outreach aimed to create with their recent “Come 

Together” and RELC Look What’s Poppin’ 

campaigns.  They and Council will take another 

step to connect with the congregation by hosting 

an Outdoor Coffee Bar & Donut Fellowship on 

Sunday, May 2nd from 8:45-10:00 a.m. (before 

service and during the Sunday School hour).  

Join us, we look forward to seeing you! 

Respectfully submitted, 

Bill Schwarten, Council President 

 

 

 

       HOW TO FORGIVE 

         SOMEONE ELSE 

         AND YOURSELF 

        Denise Mainquist 

              Image by: 

       Jose Antonio Alba  
          from Pixabay 

Why forgive? 

Have you ever considered that forgiveness is a 

Spiritual practice? Forgiveness starts with a 

decision to begin a process that may continue 

for years, even a lifetime. Forgiveness releases 

resentments that fester inside us. It means we 

stop fixating on ourselves – our image, our 

reputation, our woundedness and our victimhood. 

Forgiveness requires major reductions in the 

size of our own ego, which seeks revenge and 

self-preservation. 

“Every step away from the ego gets us closer to 

authentic, enduring forgiveness.” Albert Haase, 

OFM 

The etymology of the word forgiveness is to go 

beyond giving. It is easy to give to someone we 

perceive as innocent, such as a young child or a 

victim of injustice. But we often have difficulty 

feeling compassion for someone who has hurt 

us or others. Forgiveness is giving beyond because 

the person who forgives has been hurt unjustly. 

What does the Christian New Testament tell 

us about forgiveness? 

• Be kind and compassionate to one another, 

forgiving each other, just as in Christ God 

forgave you. (Ephesians 4:32) 

• For if you forgive other people when they sin 

against you, your heavenly Father will also 

forgive you. (Matthew 6:14) 

• Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do 

not condemn, and you will not be 

condemned. Forgive, and you will be 

forgiven. (Luke 6:37) 

These verses tell us that we must forgive, so that 

we ourselves may be forgiven by God. Do you 



5 

notice what’s happening here? Forgiveness is 

not about bringing someone else to redemption. 

Forgiveness is a gift we give to ourselves. There 

is no chart to tell us what sins are unforgiveable. 

Our God of grace and mercy does not tell us 

that we need to bring others to repentance for 

their sins. When Jesus was hanging on the 

cross, he said, “Father forgive them, they know 

not what they do.” Jesus did not ask God to 

bring redemption to those who persecuted 

him. Jesus forgave all who had betrayed him, so 

that he himself could be forgiven by God. Jesus 

practiced forgiveness even in his last breaths 

and showed us how we are to forgive. 

The great faith traditions teach us to forgive 

The process of forgiveness is not unique to the 

Christian tradition. In Judaism, if a person causes 

harm to someone, he/she must sincerely apologize. 

Then the wronged person is bound to forgive. 

The name Islam is derived from the word salem,  

which means peace. Forgiveness is a prerequisite 

to having peace. Buddhism teaches the importance 

of a peaceful mind and life and forgiveness is a 

critical step to achieving this. 

When we do not forgive, we allow that pain 

to control and to continue to hurt us. 

Denise Mainquist, Certified Spiritual Director 

Despite being a universal process that is vitally 

important to finding peace, forgiveness is very 

often misunderstood. Forgiveness is not saying 

the correct words. It does not ignore the hurt 

or put a bandage on it. It is not passive.  

Forgiveness is not running away or avoiding 

conflict. It is not weak, simple-minded, or 

unsophisticated. 

Forgiveness is an action that breaks the cycle of 

hurt and changes history. Forgiveness allows us 

to claim our power and strengthen the wisdom 

of our own hearts.  

“Forgiveness is memory enshrined in mercy.” 

Albert Haase, OFM 

How do you forgive someone? 

• Decide that you want to forgive. I will do this. 

• Create space from the person or the situation 

so you can disrupt dynamics and calm your 

emotions. 

• Examine the tender spots. What does the hurt 

feel like? What would it feel like to get rid of 

this hurt? 

• Pray honestly. 

• Speak your truth to the person who hurt you. 

If this is not possible it may be helpful to 

write your truth and share it with a trusted 

friend. 

The act of forgiveness is often surprising because 

it is not an instinctive process. When we are hurt 

our instinct may be to fight back or to focus on 

protecting ourselves. We may want to pretend that 

we are strong and cannot be hurt. Our culture 

frequently encourages retaliation, sometimes 

cloaked as justice, instead of forgiveness. 

When we do not forgive, we allow that pain to 

control and to continue to hurt us. We harbor 

resentment. We surrender our freedom when 

we decide not to go somewhere or change our 

words because someone who hurt us might be 

present or may challenge us.  

When we do not forgive, it affects all our 

relationships. It becomes difficult to trust others 

because the pain we carry remains strong and 

we want to protect ourselves from ever being 

hurt again. We may not form new friendships. 

We may not trust others. We may be reluctant 

to fall in love again. 

“If we don’t transform our pain, we transfer it.” 

Richard Rohr, OFM. 

Who might we need to forgive? The obvious 

answer is anyone who has hurt us. We also 

need to learn to forgive those who disappoint 

us. How often are we angry when a child or 

relative who makes a decision that we don’t 

agree with? A loved one struggling with 

addiction. Or an unreliable friend.  

Make the decision to forgive 

Making the decision to forgive is a great start, 

but sometimes we may need to spend a little 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Order_of_Friars_Minor#:~:text=The%20Order%20of%20Friars%20Minor%20(also%20called%20the%20Franciscans%2C%20the,1209%20by%20Francis%20of%20Assisi.
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time taming our own ego first. This practice 

helps us access our freedom to forgive. 

1. Sit comfortably and close your eyes or 

soften your gaze. Take several deep breaths. 

2. Picture a person in your life who has hurt 

you. Start with a small hurt. Visualize the 

actual event or events that caused you pain.  

3. Observe the feeling of hurt. Where does it 

hurt in your body? What emotions are you 

feeling? Is there a predominant sense of 

anger? Or is it sadness? 

4. Become aware of your thoughts about this 

person. Notice if there are thoughts of hate  

or spitefulness. Feel this burden from the 

past that lives inside of you. How much does 

it weigh? Where do you carry this burden? 

5. Now ask yourself, who is suffering? Are you 

willing to forgive and release the burden? If 

not, it is perfectly fine. Perhaps this is not 

the time. 

6. Continue with this practice by breathing in 

to acknowledge the hurt and pain inside 

you. Breathe out to forgive and release this 

burden you are carrying. 

How to forgive yourself 

Frequently we need to learn to forgive ourselves 

as well. We are the experts on our personal 

history, and we often cling to all the mean, 

thoughtless and shameful actions in our own 

past.  We forget the good things we have done 

and the healthy relationships we built. This 

“CPR” practice can help with self-forgiveness. 

Confession. Admit the mistake or fault to a 

trusted friend, family member or clergy. 

Press the stop button. Leave the past in the past. 

If you must dwell in the past, focus on good 

things. 

Relaxation. Acknowledge your humanity and 

imperfection. 

How to forgive God 

We may also need to forgive God. Are you 

surprised at this? It sounds awful, to be angry at 

God, to feel that God has hurt us or abandoned 

us. But just like the friend who unintentionally 

hurt me by making a decision I didn’t agree with, 

I can feel hurt by a God who did not answer my 

prayers the way I wanted. This is really only my 

ego that’s been bruised, but the ego can stay 

really angry for a long time. 

1. Settle into a comfortable, seated position. 

2. Notice that you are in the presence of God, 

who is a personal, loving and 

compassionate mystery. Marvel in God’s 

presence for as long as you like. 

3. Do not analyze your difficulty or try to find 

meaning in your suffering. Do not ask, why me? 

4. Slowly inhale as you pray the word acceptance. 

Exhale the word surrender. 

Forgiveness is a process. It is a gift we give to 

ourselves. Sometimes, the most we can ask of 

ourselves is to start the process. The end of the 

journey is not its beginning. 

Denise Mainquist, Certified Spiritual Director 

References: Becoming an Ordinary Mystic, Albert 

Haase, OFM 

The Freedom to Forgive practice by Elisha Goldstein, 

Mindful Magazine, Winter 2020.

 

FAMILY ROPES ADVENTURE 

 

Date:  Saturday, May 1st, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. 

Who:  Grades 1-6 & ADULTS 

Location: Carol Joy Holling Camp, TrailHead  

Cost:  $25/person 

Grow communication and trust with your child 

at the new Family Ropes Adventure day! Make 

it special for just the two of you (or a godparent, 

aunt, or uncle), or bring the whole family for a 

morning of fun.   
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Participants will complete the Summit High Ropes 

Course, which has age-appropriate activities for 

first graders through adults. Then, continue the 

fun while geocaching, boating, and playing 9-

square in the air. If you'd like, bring your own 

picnic lunch and end the morning with lunch al 

fresco at one of the many beautiful picnic sites 

around Carol Joy Holling Camp.  

Covid-19 Precautions: 

Keeping your family safe is our top priority. This 

event is all outside, physically distanced, and 

CDC guidelines are followed. Space is limited to 

25 people, so register today!  

Registration: 

Contact Dennis Pope at DPope@NLOM.org or 

402-944-2544 to register. Please provide the 

names of all participants and ages of campers. 

---------------------------------------------------- 

CJH ANNUAL WORK DAY 

Date:  Saturday, May 22nd 

Time:  8 a.m. - Lunchtime 

Who:  Everyone (Kids are welcome with Supervision) 

Location: Carol Joy Holling Camp 

Join us at Carol Joy Holling Camp’s annual 

Work Day! We need your help to get our site 

ready for the more than 1,500 campers that will 

be arriving during the summer. Bring friends 

and family for a day of work in God’s creation! 

Individuals and groups are welcome, and all 

skill levels are needed. Please bring clothes that 

can get dirty, close-toed shoes and gloves. Kids 

are welcome with parent supervision.  

Day of Schedule: 

8:00 a.m.       Breakfast at Dining Hall in Sjogren 

8:30 a.m.       Work begins 

10:00 a.m.     Break 

10:15 a.m.     Work continues 

12:30 p.m.     Lunch at Dining Hall in Sjogren  

1:30 p.m.       Depart 

Please RSVP by submitting the form below or 

by contacting peter hansen at phansen@NLOM.org  

or 402-944-2544.   

 

SISTER CONGREGATION 

       Concordia 

        Lutheran 

         Church 

       Concord, Nebraska 

At the NE ELCA Synod Assembly, we chose 

Concordia Lutheran Church in Concord, NE as 

our sister congregation in Nebraska.   

Most people do not know where Concord is.  

They are in the Northeast about 40 miles west 

of South Sioux City and 12 miles north of Wayne.   

Old Business includes: The 2021 Council goals 

were approved.  Mutual Ministry team will be 

activated now.  Discussion will be during Joint 

Council meeting.  A list of suggestions for 

memorial funds has been started. A letter or 

brochure will be made for use for families 

wanting to designate memorial funds.  Add to 

December special meeting agenda: change 

annual meeting time to “following regular 

services”. 

New Business includes: We have received a 

letter from Immanuel Vision Foundation 

regarding grant reporting. They are satisfied 

that we used the funds appropriately and we 

are eligible for future grants.  We received 

correspondence from RIC regarding our 

statement. We will leave as is for now.  Holy 

Humor Sunday is April 11. Youth will lead service. 

Vicar Deb will discuss with youth.  Council 

approved request to use church basement for 

May 9th birthday celebration for Ardyce Johnson.   

If you’d like to read more about Concordia, 

please go to their website to learn more at: 

https://www.concordialutheranelca.com/. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:DPope@NLOM.org?subject=Family%20Ropes%20Adventure
mailto:phansen@NLOM.org
https://www.concordialutheranelca.com/
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SEED TEAM  
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

Save The Date:  July 18-22 

Please add this date to your calendar for our 

summer VBS program.  The theme for this year is 

“Treasured-Discovering You’re Priceless to God”.  

Sign-ups will be starting soon.  Watch your emails 

for more information on VBS and a fun carnival 

during VBS in the weeks ahead.   

----------------------------------------------------

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
   

Join Us on Sundays 
 

Sunday School for Pre-K through 8th grade 

students in person on Sunday mornings at 

9:00 a.m.  (Masks are required).  Please consider 

worshipping at home if you aren’t feeling well.  

We are looking forward to sharing the message of 

Christ’s love with you and teaching you all about 

Jesus and his life.  During this session we will be 

together in a group setting, with 2-3 groups 

every Sunday.  This will be a fun way to learn 

and grow together with Jesus.  See you then!  

Note:  The last day of Sunday School is May 2nd. 

Current Needs:  If anyone is interested in 

supplying some snacks for the Sunday School 

children, please drop them off in the church 

office and label them Sunday School. Thank you! 

------------------------------------------------------- 

LAMBS PROGRAMMING (1st-5th Grade) 

This year Lambs programming will be 

included in the Sunday School 

curriculum.   

5th & 6th Graders Holy Communion 

Congratulations to our 5th & 6th graders 

who celebrated their First Communion on 

Palm Sunday and Maundy Thursday.   

In Recognition of those receiving communion 

for the first time during Holy Week, we’d like to 

celebrate Brianna Falgione, Korie Kersten, Junior 

Killingsworth, Camden Parks, Preston Petrigash, 

Kylie Raess, Ryder Reynoldson, Mallory Schnack, 

Michael Sheridan Jr., Brayden Stamm, Charlie 

Tickner, Sam Waller, Bennett Wolverton, Ainsley 

Flynn, Soren Frahm, Myla Johnson, Reese Johnson, 

Brooks Klug, Hayden Maas, Logan Maas, Olivia 

Maas, Clair Palser, Landon Shea, Alexis Wagner, 

Garrett Wegener, and Tatum Wright.  

Remember the sacrifice that Jesus made for you 

each time you receive your holy communion.  

---------------------------------------------------- 

Acolyting 4th-8th Grade Students: 

All students grades 4th-8th are 

invited to sign up for acolyting at 

our Saturday and Sunday worship 

services.  To sign up for our 

May/June services please go to our sign up at 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0 

a44acad29a5f58-aprilmay1.  

----------------------------------------------------  

CONFIRMATION 

6th through 8th Confirmation 2020-2021  

We will be facilitating Confirmation through a 

new portal this year called relckids.com. 

Confirmands will be able to engage in lessons 

in a self-completion framework. This program 

will be leavened with monthly zoom conversations 

to help build and retain community. 

Watch each month for email details from Pr. 

James on your monthly Zoom meeting. 

---------------------------------------------------- 

All 2019-2020 & 2020-2021 

6th grade mentors and 

mentees will share their 

cross projects with the congregation on May 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0a44acad29a5f58-aprilmay1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0a44acad29a5f58-aprilmay1


9 

9th at our 10:00 a.m. worship service.  Please 

bring your “Cross Projects” or a photo if they 

aren’t mobile (we can post them on the video 

monitor) to display for the congregation to see.  

We are so excited to finally share in the 

celebration of your completed mentorship 

program.  

Watch each month for email details from Pr. 

James on your monthly Zoom meeting. 

 

UNDERGROUND ON WEDNESDAYS 7:00 PM 

All 9-12th grade students are invited to join us 

every Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. for the Youth 

Underground programming.  

Schedule: 

5/05: Wednesday, 7:00 p.m. 

          Bowling at The Mark in Elkhorn 

5/12: Wednesday, 7:00 p.m.  

          Planning for Drive-In 

5/14: Friday, Time TBD 

           Drive-In Movie & Concessions at RELC 

5/19: Wednesday, 7:00 p.m. 

          Organizational Meeting & Devotions 

5/29: Saturday, Time TBD 

          Swim Party at The Rippe’s  

---------------------------------------------------- 

Senior Quilt Blessing & Coffee House 

              

 

 

 

Join us on May 2nd as our seniors are wrapped 

in the love of our congregation through quilts. 

We will also have a time of fellowship in the 

parking lot with a coffee bar and donuts from 

(Sponsored by Outreach Team’s “Come Together” 

initiative). 

 

Senior Quilt Presentation  

Sunday, May 2nd, 11 high school seniors will be 

presented with quilts at 10:00 a.m. service.   

Quilts will be presented to:  Logan Hartman, 

Ella Romano, Allison Asche, Dakota Gissler, Zach 

Peters, Gavan Huffman, Maggie Roseland, Tyler 

Parks, Lilly Cullinane, Kailey North, Karlee Lobsiger 

This is a tradition at Resurrection that has continued 

for over 19 years.  This year the Seniors chose 

their colors and the group of women quilters 

sewed the tops together. We thank all those 

who had some part in helping purchase the 

fabric, cut out the blocks, sew the quilts and 

help with the tying or donated money to help 

with the purchasing. 

On Sunday, May 2nd, each graduate will come 

forward and their family will wrap their quilt 

around them as the congregation wishes them 

love and prayers in their next endeavor. 

Sponsored by:  The RELC Quilters 

------------------------------------------------------- 

   

    “SHREK”  

       at the  

    DRIVE-IN 

         at 

 Resurrection 

 

Join us for a Drive-In Movie on May 14th at 

8:00 p.m. The Youth Underground will provide 

Concessions for a Freewill offering. We’ll be 

watching the movie “Shrek”. Watch on the 

screen, listen in your car.  Come & join in the fun! 

All Freewill offerings will help support our Mission 

Trip to Alamosa, CO in June. 

---------------------------------------------------- 

2021 MISSION TRIP 

 
Start planning now for our 2021 Mission Trip. If 

you have signed up to go on a fun and exciting 

adventure to Alamosa, CO for this year’s mission 

 & 
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trip, please send in your final deposit payment 

by May 3rd.  If you need any help with the funding, 

please contact Pr. James. 

---------------------------------------------------- 

Would you like to help in the 

faith formation of our High School 

Youth? We are currently looking 

for committed people of faith 

to shepherd the Youth Underground during 

their weekly meetings and activities. We would 

love to have you share in the ministry of our 

youth in a fun, creative and meaningful way.  If 

this sounds interesting to you, please contact 

Pr. James at 402-759-6347. Thanks for your help.

COLLEGE AGED MINISTRY & 

PROGRAMMING (CAMP) 
CAMP stands for College Aged Ministry Programs! 

This program is for anyone who has graduated 

from high school. All are welcome to attend 

(even if you decided that college wasn’t your 

post-high school plans! We want to connect 

with all of you)! 

Contact Lona Pinkall at 402-332-5057 if you’re 

interested in being added to this list.  

------------------------------------------------------- 

S.O.C.K Program 

Thanks to those who agreed to sponsor 

a student. We have matched up all the 

students who signed up with a sponsor 

and we know they appreciate that support. 

Plans for a December or early January gathering 

will be postponed until a safer time.  We will be 

closely monitoring Covid alert levels to determine 

when to proceed with an event. Thank you for 

your understanding. 

If you have any more questions, please contact 

Lona Pinkall at 402-332-5057. 

 

 

 

 

LOCAL & WORLD SERVICE 
TOGETHER A GREATER GOOD 

To date, our church TAGGers 

have raised more than $1700 for 

church projects sponsored by the 

Local & World Service Team.  

Download the app to your smartphone and 

choose RELC as the supported organization. 

You can also drop your receipts at the office. 

When you purchase from a TAGG business, it will 

donate up to 5% of your total purchase to RELC.  

The Local & World Service Team invites 

you to do the TAGG of the MONTH! 

 

                           MAY is  

                  Dunkin’ Donuts 

                168th & Cornhusker 

  They will donate 5% of your receipt. 

------------------------------------------------ 

LWST Meal Support and Caring Casseroles  

In addition to the Local & World Service Team 

ministry of meal support and caring casseroles, 

Caring Meals are now also available.  Caring 

Meals will work similar to a “Meal Train”. Caring 

Meals are a way of providing temporary meal 

support for our church family, perhaps those 

having just had surgery, coming home from 

being in rehab, or a serious illness.  Caring Meals 

will consist of a main dish and one side, which 

could be a vegetable, fruit, bread, or dessert. These 

meals could be provided once or twice a week, 

for up to 4 weeks. Please contact the church if 

you, or a family member, is in need of Caring Meals. 

The LSWT also invites members to utilize the 

Caring Casseroles stocked in the church's freezer. 

The casseroles are for members in need or for 

members to give to those in need outside our 

church family.  The church is open 8:00 a.m. to 

3:00 p.m. for you to stop by to pick one up. There 

is nothing to sign, just grab and deliver it to 

whomever is in need. Show someone you care 

with a specially prepared with care casserole. 

 

mailto:tyler.johnson@relchurch.net
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WORSHIP & MUSIC TEAM 
PHASE II WORSHIP SERVICES 

Don’t miss hearing God’s word as 

Pr. James Sells shares the Gospel 

with us each week.  

The church and the church office are open during 

the week from 8:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

Communion services will be offered on the 

second and fourth Sunday of each month. 

• In-Person Saturday Worship Service 

Saturdays, 5:30 p.m., Sanctuary 

• In-Person Sunday Worship Service 

Sundays, 10:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall  

• Online Worship Services 

➢ Live Zoom Service on Sundays: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83845917176

?pwd=NzNMQU1vZlhVUUo3WDRWcHpl

TDU4UT09 

Meeting ID: 838 4591 7176 

Passcode: 611065 

➢ YouTube: (Uploaded service)  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjX

nhZfhxipkc5ZTA6SrHUw 

➢ Facebook: 

Facebook.com/RELCgretna  

 

“BACK TO NORMAL” WORSHIP TIMES 

Beginning June 3rd & 4th worship times will 

change back to our “normal” worship times as 

we  journey closer to being back to normal. 

Hours will return to Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. 

and Sundays at 8:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. 

-------------------------------------------------------- 

Join us on May 30th for our “Worship in the Park.” 

Worship will begin at 10:00 a.m. with a picnic in 

the park to follow.  You’re invited to bring a sack 

lunch or order from the Table Grace Food Truck.  

Bring your own lawn chairs and let’s worship together!  

HEALTH MINISTRY TEAM 
Greetings from your Health Ministry Team 

May is Mental Health Awareness month.  The 

impact of mental illness in our country is 

staggering.  Nearly every person sitting in the 

pews has been touched in some way by mental 

illness.  Consider the following: 

Mental illness is real, it is common, and the 

good news is- it is treatable!   If you are 

suffering, help IS available.  Here are just a few 

area resources to find assistance: 

• In an emergency, call 911  

• National Suicide Prevention Hotline: 

800-273-TALK (8255) or TEXT 741741 

• Nebraska Family Helpline: 888-866-8660 

• Lasting Hope Psychiatric Crisis Line: 

402-717-HOPE (4673) 

• Nebraska Medicine Adult Psychiatric 

Emergency Services: 402-836-9200 

• Veterans Administration Crisis Line: 800-

273-8255, Press 1 

• Mental Health Services in Nebraska:  

http://NebraskaMentalHealth.com  

• National Alliance on Mental Illness 

(NAMI)- offers peer and family support: 

https://nami.org/   

We, as communities of faith, can be an 

important part of the recovery process.  We can 

help individuals and families feel part of a 

loving, caring community.  We can provide 

education to help reduce the stigma of mental 

illness.  We can provide support to individuals 

and families through support groups and 

referrals to congregational and community 

resources. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83845917176?pwd=NzNMQU1vZlhVUUo3WDRWcHplTDU4UT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83845917176?pwd=NzNMQU1vZlhVUUo3WDRWcHplTDU4UT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83845917176?pwd=NzNMQU1vZlhVUUo3WDRWcHplTDU4UT09
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjXnhZfhxipkc5ZTA6SrHUw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjXnhZfhxipkc5ZTA6SrHUw
http://nebraskamentalhealth.com/
https://nami.org/
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We are made in the image of our Creator.  

God’s desire for us is to be healthy, happy, and 

whole individuals.  God’s desire is for us to feel 

the unconditional love He has for us, and for us 

to share that love with others.  Then we can 

truly call ourselves a community…a community 

of faith!  

For surely I know the plans I have for you, says 

the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, 

to give you a future with hope. 

Jeremiah 29:11 NRSV

 

BENEVOLENCE & MISSION TEAM 

Resurrection Evangelical 

Lutheran Church (RELC) 

distributes 8% of our quarterly 

offering to the Evangelical  

Lutheran Church of America (ELCA) Synod to help 

organizations in need on a national & worldwide 

basis. The purpose of the Mission & Benevolence  

Team is also to provide financial assistance to 

worthy organizations by distributing 2% of RELC’s 

quarter offering with an emphasis on local needs. 

In making our decisions, we strive to support 

RELC’s strategic long-term plans and goals. 

---------------------------------------------------- 

Thanks to everyone who donated to the 

following organizations during Lent.  Due to 

our social distancing, you may have not had the 

chance to give to some of these organizations. 

There were three that were not able to come to 

speak to us.  The results are printed below.  

Also included are the addresses for the last 

three speakers if you’d like to send your 

offering directly to them.  Thank you! 

• NE Lutheran Campus Ministries 

o $315.00 

• Lift-Up Sarpy County 

o $307.00 

• NE Lutheran Outdoor Ministries 

o $312.00 

• Tabitha Health Care Services 

o $311.00 

• Gretna Neighbors Food Pantry 

o $1445.00 

• Project Hope Food Pantry 

o $699.00 
(This amount$ does not reflect individual checks sent by 

members of the congregation.) 

---------------------------------------------------- 

While the calendar tells me it is APRIL, I’m 

reminded that our Mission & Benevolence team 

is just preparing for our first meeting of the 2021 

calendar year this coming Sunday.  The year is 

just beginning for us and the trees are budding 

out with some green after all of the cold rains 

this past week.  We are in the midst of God’s 

beauty, for sure!  I don’t know where we will be 

distributing our funds at this point, but I can tell 

you, THANK YOU, for the first quarter giving that 

you so unselfishly have provided to us.  We know 

we are entrusted to distribute to the funds 

appropriately and thank you for that trust.  Keep 

our team in your prayers as we meet this Sunday 

to prayerfully distribute 2% of RELC’s 1st quarter 

monies.  ‘Since you are my rock and my fortress, 

for the sake of your name lead and guide me.’ 

Psalm 31:3   

Peace be with you all! - Del Armstrong 

---------------------------------------------------- 

Congregation,  

If you know of an organization that has a 

need (i.e. funding) within our community 

where our team might be of assistance, 

please leave a note in our box in the 

church office.  We will prayerfully 

consider these requests quarterly along 

with the other requests we regularly 

receive. 

-Thank you, Benevolence & Mission Team 

---------------------------------------------------- 

Next Meeting Date:  2nd Quarter-July 11, 2021
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OUTREACH TEAM 
NEW RELC WEBSITE   

 Check Out the New  

      and Improved  

      RELC Website! 

The Outreach Team is excited to announce the 

new and improved RELC website!  One thing 

that hasn’t changed is the address – it remains 

the same relchurch.net.  We spent the past year 

updating and refreshing the site and developing 

a plan to manage it going forward.  We worked 

with a web design company to streamline our 

website and incorporate current graphic design 

elements and search engine optimization.   A 

process to keep the information up-to-date has 

also been established with RELC and the web 

designer.  This will allow us to more easily make 

changes and additions to the website going 

forward! 

Here’s some of the things you’ll find on the 

website: 

• Refreshed look and feel with new pictures! 

• Easier navigation and improved user-friendliness. 

• Separate Sign Ups link and Serving Opportunities 

page to simplify signing up to volunteer and 

serve. 

• Updated Donate page and links that detail 

all the ways to give to RELC. 

• Access to RELC weekly bulletins, Messengers 

and Annual Reports. 

Please visit the website and check out the new 

look!   If you have questions or feedback, 

contact a member of the Outreach team. 

---------------------------------------------------- 

The Outreach team is holding an 

outdoor Coffee & Donut event this 

Sunday, May 2nd, before service from 

8:45-10:00 a.m.  Celebrate the Last Day of Sunday 

School and kickoff VBS. They will have a coffee 

bar w/ flavor options: vanilla caramel, cinnamon 

vanilla cream, french vanilla, hazelnut and irish 

cream, along with juice & water options for the 

kiddos and a larger selection of donuts and no 

pieces...you get a FULL Donut. Senior quilts are 

being presented during the late service. All 

Come Together yard signs may be returned. 

Drinks and Donuts will be served with COVID 

protocols including individual servings and 

masked/gloved servers. 

 
PROPERTY TEAM 

The property team has nothing 

new to report this month, but 

we’d like to remind everyone 

that the property team is always 

looking for new members that 

like to get involved and have fresh new ideas 

for our church properties.  

Please contact Bill Schwarten at 402-290-6300 

if you are interested in joining the team. 

RELC ARCHIVES TEAM 

 

GRETNA LUTHERAN CHURCH ENDS  

$25,000 MORTGAGE 

A special service was held in the Resurrection 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Sunday evening at 

7:30 p.m. for the burning of the mortgage of 

the church building.  



14 

The Rev. Lorin Wolff of Bennington, who was on 

hand for the cornerstone laying and also for the 

dedication of the church, deliver the sermon for 

this occasion.  

W. C. Gosch, also a council member, was unable 

to attend.  

Those present for the service who were on the 

council at the time and signed the original 

mortgage were: Hugo Schnack, President; 

Howard Krambeck, Secretary; Gilbert Fleck, 

Treasurer; Herman Timm and, Rhinehart Hansen.  

Those present who were on the building 

committee at the time were W. H. Brey, Fred 

Krambeck, John Stender, and Adolph Schnack. 

Others on the committee were Ben Ehlers, Otto 

Timm, and Harry Mowinkel.  

The Rev. George Herber thanked all who had a 

part in helping pay off the $25,000 mortgage 

which was borrowed in 1950 and paid off in 

nine years.  

The church has also just been furnished with new 

pews. They were purchased with donations given 

by members and friends.  

The above article was printed in the August 9, 

1959 issue of the Gretna Breeze. 

 

In our “From the Archives” article for the March 

issue of the Messenger, we raised the question 

of whether the pews, pulpit, and communion rails 

had not been purchased for the new church until 

some years later. The final paragraph in the story 

above answers that question.  Another interesting 

item found when looking through the old Gretna 

Breeze newspapers was printed in the June 20, 

1913 Issue. This news item talks about a special 

congregational meeting held the previous 

Sunday after the church service. In this news bit 

we learn that the alter and pulpit, which are still 

in use in our chancel today, were not original to 

the old church that was purchased in 1911 but 

were purchased two years later. The news item 

reads as follows. 

  

“The Lutheran church was well attended last 

Sunday, and several interesting resolutions 

were passed. The action of the church council 

in buying pews for the church was approved. A 

new alter and pulpit will also be bought. The 

pledges for same are due now and should be 

paid to Claus Gloyer. The minister’s salary was 

increased, and a church picnic will be held at 

Fred Hartmann’s place 4½ miles northeast of 

town on the last Sunday in July. The regular 

service will be held in Hartmann’s grove in the 

morning, with a basket dinner at noon, and 

general enjoyments in the afternoon. The date 

is announced early so that no other conflicting 

arrangements will be made. A general invitation 

is given to all.” 

Submitted by:  Jim Eichner, RELC Archive Team 

*If you have any stories of the past, 

please contact Jim Eichner at  

Eichnerj6527@msn.com.  

mailto:Eichnerj6527@msn.com
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 March Finance Report 
  

 

**PENDING areas are not needed at this time.  Watch your 

email, Facebook, and website for further updates. 

Connectors: Thank you for agreeing to be a greeter and for 

providing a warm welcome to our members and visitors as they 

arrive for worship! If you are unable to be here for your designated 

Sunday, you are responsible to find your own substitute.  If you no 

longer want to be on the greeter schedule, please contact Brenda 

Fleck and Anne Brodin. 

Traditional Service 8:30 am  

   5/2     Pending 

   5/9    Pending 

   5/16   Pending 

   5/23   Pending 

 5/30  Pending 

Contemporary 10:00 am 

   5/2     Pending 

   5/9    Pending 

   5/16   Pending 

   5/23   Pending 

 5/30  Pending 

Servers in May 

Head Usher: 

     5:30 pm (Sat.) Jim Haver 

   8:30 am Pending  

   10:00 am Rich Killingsworth       

  Flowers & Bulletins: Connie Sydzyik  

Altar Guild: Pending  

Lay Readers:  

    5:30 pm (Sat.-5/1, 5/15, 5/22) Tiffany Honeyman 

                 (Sat.-5/8) Linette Jahn 

 10:00 am Kris Wagner 

Church Council Schedule:  

-Saturday Blended 5:30 pm 

   5/1 Lexie Frahm 

   5/8  Linda Karas  

   5/15   Open 

   5/22   Darren Elliott 

 5/29   No Worship Service 

-Traditional 8:30 am   

   5/2     Pending 

   5/9     Pending 

   5/16   Pending 

   5/23   Pending 

 5/30  Pending 

-Contemporary 10:00 am 

   5/2     Becky Wagner 

   5/9    Dave Schram 

   5/16   Bill Schwarten 

   5/23   Becky Wagner 

 5/30   Worship @ Peterson Park 

Acolytes:  

-Saturday Blended 5:30 pm 

   5/1 Soren Frahm, Open 

   5/8    Michael Sheridan, Andrew Hardy 

   5/15   Miles Cradduck, Sydney Malone  

 5/22 Michael Sheridan, Treyden Sheridan 

 5/29 No Worship Service 

-Traditional 8:30 am 

   5/2     Pending 

   5/9    Pending 

   5/16   Pending 

   5/23   Pending 

 5/30  Pending 

-Contemporary 10:00 am  

   5/2     Reese Johnson, Myla Johnson 

   5/9    Tristian Wright, Tatum Wright 

   5/16   Bennett Wolverton, Brady Wolverton 

   5/23   Ava Honeyman, Lexi Wagner 

 5/30  Worship @ Peterson Park 

 Mar '21 YTD '21 Budget '21 

  (3 month) (12 months) 

Income:    

   Local Offering $33,211  $69,465  $304,717  

   Other Giving $2,665  $8,172  $31,095  

General Budget Total $35,876  $77,637  $335,812  
    

Expenses:    

   Administrative $19,525  $53,012  $256,040  

   Benevolence $1,139  $12,002  $33,472  

   Christian Education $198  $380  $7,740  

   Golden Age $0  $0  $300  

   Health Ministry $0  $0  $1,050  

   Outreach $64  $139  $7,500  

   Property $6,259  $9,723  $30,225  

   Stewardship $0  $0  $700  

   Technology $367  $1,278  $2,460  

   Worship and Music $30  $300  $10,105  

General Budget Total $27,582  $76,834  $349,592  

Net Profit (Loss) $8,293  $803  ($13,779) 
    

  MAR '20 YTD '20  

Total Income $33,072  $80,585   

Total Expenses $43,103  $104,675   

      
Net Profit (Loss) ($10,031) ($24,090)  
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Tristian Wright 5/1 

Heidi Raess 5/1 

Tayler Karas 5/1 

Josephine Beiting 5/1 

Susie Larsen 5/3 

Eric Pinkall 5/4 

Alexis Pedersen 5/5 

Kensie Long 5/5 

Grant Long 5/5 

Joshua Ellingson 5/8 

Simon Gissler 5/8 

Lance Pinkall 5/8 

Shane Frahm 5/8 

Andrew Rongisch 5/9 

Levi Ekue 5/9 

Story Keffer 5/9 

Glen Closner 5/10 

Chad Reynoldson 5/10 

Cheyenne Johnson 5/11 

  

Jean Schnack 5/12 

Micaela Goff 5/12 

Everley Shea 5/13 

Nicole Charvat 5/14 

Grace Hill 5/14 

Sam Waller 5/14 

Jennifer Hardy 5/14 

Bob Lobsiger 5/15 

Lincoln Shea 5/15 

Zane Mindrup 5/16 

Sheri Roberts 5/16 

Landen Wagner 5/17 

Logan Asche 5/19 

Mya Williams 5/20 

Harrison Palser 5/20 

Bernice Schnack 5/21 

Janet Sharples 5/21 

Kirk McClellan 5/21 

Amber Keasling 5/22 

  

Nick Kwasniewski 5/23 

Taylor Stamm 5/23 

Justin Haugen 5/24 

Claire Palser 5/24 

Emma Jahn 5/25 

Michael Ortiz 5/25 

Terry Legacie 5/26 

Richard Ayer 5/27 

Kyle Slusher 5/27 

Kason Schuery 5/27 

Judy Kumm 5/28 

Ed Joyce 5/28 

Allison Feala 5/28 

Roger Krambeck 5/29 

Dylan Pelan 5/29 

Lydia Stednitz 5/29 

Reggie Stednitz 5/29 

Jeff Roberts 5/30 

Addilynn Milliman 5/30 

 

 

 

Rich and Wendy Killingsworth        5/1 22 

Robert and Lisa Roseland      5/2 23 

David and Shelley Schram      5/8 29 

Zack and Shelby Brennan      5/9 6 

Ron Liermann and Suzy Jennings 5/13 21 

Jon Waller and Trina 5/15 22 

Sean and Becki Reagan 5/16 23 

Donna and Welford Jesz 5/17 62 

Larry and Judy Kersten 5/21 55 

Jeremy and Jennifer Reineke 5/22 28 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bob and Doris Roberts 

 

5/23 

 

29 

Bryan and Rochelle Schuka 5/24 18 

Matt and Liz Flynn 5/25 16 

Russell and Denise McKay 5/26 37 

Alex and Samantha Beiting 5/28 10 

Chuck and Sharon Barkley 5/29 66 

Kimberly and Brian Mefford 5/29 11 

Jay and Sheri Feala 5/30 40 

Alan and Heather Parks 5/30 23 

   

Name                                                 Date   Years  Name                                                Date   Years 
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ADS & OPPORTUNITIES 
BERNICE SCHNACK BIRTHDAY 

Birthday Card Shower 

Bernice Schnack will celebrate 

her 95th Birthday on May 21st.   

Her family would like to invite 

you to celebrate with them by 

sending a birthday card wish to Bernice. If you’d 

like to send birthday wishes, please send them 

to her at 11291 South 201st Street, Gretna NE 

68028.  Thanks for helping us celebrate! 

ADULT FORUM: EXILE AND RETURN 

“The Wilderness Journey Home” 

Join us for our upcoming Adult Forum 

as we relate the struggle of God’s 

people in the 6th century BC, their Exile 

in Babylon and journey home to 

Jerusalem, to our struggle in the 21st century AD, 

as we start the journey home from our viral exile.  

This study will be on Saturdays at 10:00 a.m. 

and will continue into the Summer, so come 

along and join the adventure! 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87953507438?pwd=

WnU2dFVvcjNpbytoeStZRGZmSGdCZz09 

Meeting ID: 879 5350 7438 

Passcode: 918225 

Books for our study are made available through a 

Thrivent Action Plan grant and all sessions will be 

uploaded to our YouTube channel if the time of 

the session doesn’t work in your schedule or a 

weekend is missed! 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS PRESENTS 

 Game Feed-May 1st, St. Patrick’s Parish Center 

The Knights of Columbus presents a 

night of delicious delicacies at St. 

Patrick’s Parish Center in Gretna 

during their “Game Feed” evening on 

May 1st.  Doors open at 5:15 p.m. for drinks and 

appetizers, followed by dinner at 6:00 p.m., a 

silent auction at 7:00 p.m., and ending with a live 

auction at 8:00 p.m.  While you’re there, you’ll 

enjoy live music from local Gretna musician,  

 

Tyler Anthony.  Foods to enjoy at the evening’s 

dinner will include whole alligator, pheasant, 

quail, duck, dove, Canada goose, deer, elk, turkey, 

hog, and more.  

To order tickets, contact Bruce at 402-521-4262 or 

Al at 402-203-5100.  Ticket prices are $40-single, 

$240-table of 6.  Tickets are limited, so get them 

today. 

THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS 

 Thank you to all our Thrivent 

participants that have included 

Resurrection as a benefactor of 

your Thrivent Choice Dollars.  If you would like 

to include Resurrection as your Thrivent Choice 

recipient, you can visit thrivent.com/thriventchoice 

or call 1-800-847-4836 and when prompted, say 

“Thrivent Choice.”  

2021 Thrivent Choice Dollars Donated:  $89.00 

TEAMMATES MENTORING 

Our Gretna TeamMates 

program is looking for “just 

the right person” who would 

love the opportunity to exercise their God-given 

gifts by becoming a mentor.  TeamMates is a 

school-centered mentoring program which 

matches willing adults to meet with one student 

for one thirty-minute time each week during the 

school year.  This is a very rewarding program 

for the mentor and the mentee.   

If you are interested in becoming a mentor, 

please give Pastor Randy Arms a call at 402-490-

1578 or Pastor David deFreese at 402-699-0635. 

2021 LAY READERS NEEDED 

If you love to read and are 

available for our Saturday, 5:30 

p.m. or Sunday, 10:00 a.m. 

worship services, we need you.  

We are looking for individuals to read two 

lessons during our worship services for one 

month. Please go to our sign-up genius at: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f054da4a

62fa4f85-layreaders.  Thank you for your help! 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87953507438?pwd=WnU2dFVvcjNpbytoeStZRGZmSGdCZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87953507438?pwd=WnU2dFVvcjNpbytoeStZRGZmSGdCZz09
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f054da4a62fa4f85-layreaders
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f054da4a62fa4f85-layreaders
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2021 FLOWER/BULLETIN SIGN UP 

           SIGN-UP NOW!!     

Our online altar flower and bulletin 

sign-up for 2021 is now available. 

Go to our sign-up genius at 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0a 

44acad29a5f58-altar or call the church office 

to get signed up today at 402-332-3383.  The 

suggested donation for bulletin sponsorship is 

$20. If you are interested, Country Floral gives all 

Gretna churches altar flowers at cost. They will 

also deliver and set them up for you.  You don’t 

even have to leave your house.   

NOTE: If you have taken the brass flower liners 

home with your flowers, please return them at 

your earliest convenience.  We only have a few 

sets, and they are needed each week to add the 

flower bouquets to for the altar.  Thank you! 

RELC QUILTERS  

The RELC Quilters group will 

be meeting on the 2nd & 4th 

Tuesday of every month in the 

café.  

If you have any unused cotton or cotton blend 

fabric or sheets (size of quilt squares), please 

consider donating these items to help to defray 

the costs of our donated quilts. Contact Judy Feit 

or Susan Clegg with questions. 

FOLLOWERS OF CHRIST PRISON MINISTRY 

If you’re interested in being a 

part of the prison ministry 

program, contact Scott Drews if 

you would like more information 

at 402-670-8259 or sdrews@bhhc.com.  

PRAYER REQUESTS  

If you would like us to pray for you 

or someone you know, please fill 

out the prayer sheet in your bulletin, 

send the office an email, or give the 

office a call to give your church family the 

opportunity to add it to their daily prayers!!!  If 

you are going into the hospital, be sure and let 

the office know so that we can be there for you 

with prayerful support. All prayer requests will 

be added to the bulletin for one month only, 

unless you contact us to let us know that further 

prayers are needed.  God bless you! 

AREA 41: AA-GRETNA FRIDAY NIGHT GROUP 

Each day thousands of people are 

diagnosed with alcohol-related 

problems. Thousands more die 

from these ailments. Well, they don't 

have to.  At Alcoholics Anonymous meetings in 

Gretna, NE you will find help, support and self-

empowerment from a group of people who 

were once; or still are but are making it through, 

alcohol addiction. Are you an addict or are 

suffering from an alcohol-related ailment? 

Join us on Friday nights at 8:00 p.m. in the café at 

Resurrection Lutheran Church in Gretna.  Enter 

through the north doors.  We are here for you. 

PROJECT HOPE FOOD PANTRY  

Our church supports the Project 

Hope Food Pantry.  Drop off all 

items at the Outreach Corner.  

Monetary donations can be sent 

to:  Project Hope, Inc., 6201 N. 60th Street, Omaha, 

NE 68104 or go to projecthopeomaha.org to make 

an online donation. During this time of Covid-19, 

our services are limited. We will not be accepting 

clothing or household items at this time. 

Food Needs: 

Pancake mix, maple syrup, cereal bars, poptarts, 

mandarin oranges, applesauce, canned beans 

including black/kidney/navy/refried, baked 

beans, hamburger helper, salsa, bbq sauce, 

condiments (ketchup, mustard, mayo, & salad 

dressings), cooking oil, cake or brownie mixes. 

Personal Care & Household Needs: 

shampoo, conditioner, body wash, deodorant, 

toothpaste, toothbrushes, hand soap & hand 

sanitizer, sunscreen , bug repellent, bandaids, 

Clorox wipes, small bottles of liquid dish soap & 

small bottles of laundry detergent 

Paper Products & Baby/Clothing Needs:   

toilet paper, facial tissue, paper towels, diapers & 

pullups size 6 and baby wipes 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0a44acad29a5f58-altar
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0a44acad29a5f58-altar
mailto:sdrews@bhhc.com
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Collect Family Fare Receipts 

Direct Your Dollars is a receipt-based 

program sponsored by the Family 

Fare stores.  You can help us raise 

money simply by doing something you do each 

week - going to the grocery store.  Send your 

entire receipt to Project Hope. 

GRETNA NEIGHBORS FOOD PANTRY 

The pantry will continue with our "open pantry 

hours" the first and third Saturday morning of 

each month from 9-11 a.m. and the second 

Wed. evening of the month from 6-7 p.m.  

The next open pantry dates are as follows: 

Saturday, May 1st   

9-11 a.m. 

Wednesday, May 12th   

6-7 p.m. 

Saturday, May 15th   

9-11 a.m. 

NO CLIENTS WILL BE ALLOWED TO ENTER 

THE PANTRY UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE.  

Only Gretna Neighbors board members and 

trained volunteers will be allowed inside to 

adhere to social-distancing protocols and to 

protect the safety of everyone involved. 

RELC – WAYS TO GIVE YOUR OFFERINGS 

               MAIL 

 

Resurrection Evangelical Lutheran Church 

153 S McKenna Avenue, Gretna, NE 68028 

Please include your designation (general, building, 

memorial) in the memo line of your check to 

ensure it goes to area you would like it to go to. 

 

TEXT 

 

Text to 402-875-6081 and type $amount (eg $10) 

in the message to set up a one-time or recurring 

donation. 

            ONLINE 

Visit www. Relchurch.net 

Click the Vanco symbol to set up a one time 

or recurring donation 

SEND US YOUR PICTURES  

If you have any pictures you’d like 

included in the Messenger or on 

Facebook, please email them to the 

office. We’d enjoy seeing what your 

team is doing or what’s happening in your groups. 

PLEASE NOTE – IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO ENSURE THAT YOU HAVE 

PERMISSION OF ALL PEOPLE WITHIN YOUR PHOTOS TO SHARE ON SOCIAL 

MEDIA OUTLETS BEFORE SUBMITTING. WE WANT TO SHARE THESE MEMORIES 

BUT ALSO RESPECT THE PRIVACY OF OTHERS. 

PRAYER SHAWL GROUP  

If you knit or crochet, or would like 

to learn, you are invited to join the 

RELC Prayer Shawl Group!  We create 

shawls that are available for anyone 

in our congregation to be distributed to friends 

or family going through a personal crisis, whether it 

is illness, loss or other concern.  We also have 

some cancer hats and “prayer squares” available!  

Blankets for our newly baptized little ones are also 

made by our members!  If you have any questions 

or would like to be involved in making some of 

these items, contact Karen Hitz at 402-212-2589. 

*If you know of someone who is in need of a 

prayer shawl, prayer square or cancer hat at this 

time, please call the office at 402-332-3383. 

SAVE YOUR LABELS!  

The Local and World Service team is 

collecting Best Choice labels.  The 

money raised will be donated to Gretna 

Neighbors and Project Hope.  Just purchase Best 

Choice products (locally at McKinney’s and Super 

Saver), cut out the UPC code with Best Choice 

written above it, and place in the box by the 

food donation corner with the yellow shelving. 

We are collecting box tops for education.  

Please trim the edges and drop them 

in the box in food donation corner. 

ALUMINUM CAN COLLECTION!  

Bring your empty cans to the container 

outside of the west door of the 

church-in the alley. We please ask 

that you do not crush them.  The can needs to 

 Donate  
      or  
Pay Here 

 

http://www/
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be visible for refund purposes. The proceeds 

will go to Least of My Brethren. 

SAVE YOUR POP TABS! 

The Ronald McDonald house is still 

collecting pop tabs.  Please drop off 

your tabs by the food donation corner 

with the yellow shelving.  Your tabs will 

help cover costs that support families  

with a seriously ill or injured child. 

 

WITH SINCERE SYMPATHY 
Our heartfelt sympathy and 

prayers go out to Bruce Fleck 

and his family and friends on the 

passing of of Donna Fleck on 

April 6th. Services for Donna were held at 

Resurrection on April 10th. May her soul rest in 

peace and your hearts be comforted.  

----------------------------------------------------- 

Our thoughts and prayers go 

out to Karen Schram and her 

family and friends on the 

passing of Jim Schram. Jim, who 

has been a long-time member of Resurrection, 

passed away on April 17th.  Services were held at 

RELC on April 22nd. Please pray for comfort and 

strength for his family during this time.

A NOTE OF THANKS 

The Property team would like send a thank you  

to everyone who helped clean up the church 

property on April 17th.  You really worked hard 

despite the cold and drizzly rain.  The landscaping 

looks great. Your help was really appreciated.  

We couldn’t have done it without you.   

--------------------------------------------------------- 

 Dear Resurrection 

On behalf of Tabitha, I would like to thank you for 

your generous donation of $187.00……… Your 

generous contribution allows us to provide the 

dignity and love to those Tabitha is called to serve. 

We deeply appreciate your contributions which 

directly help support older adults in our 

community.  Thank you for keeping Tabitha and 

those we serve in your hearts. 

-Sincerely, Lisa Sypal, Dev. Officer 

(Thank you so much for your continued support of 

Tabitha! ) 

--------------------------------------------------------- 

Dear Friends, 

Letter 1:  From everyone at Nebraska Lutheran 

Outdoor Ministries, we are so thankful for your gift 

of $25.   

Letter 2:  From everyone at Nebraska Lutheran 

Outdoor Ministries, we are so thankful for your gifts 

of $117. 

Your contribution helps create life-changing 

experiences through Christian camping for thousands 

of children each year! 

Our theme verse for this summer from Joshua 1:9 

says, “I hereby command you: Be strong and 

courageous; don not be frightened or dismayed, 

for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” 

God’s steadfast love calls us to live fearlessly, 

trustin in His compassion and joyfully sharing 

God’s promises with others.  We can’t wait to study 

the Bible and live fearlessly together this summer, 

Thanks to donors like YOU! 

-With gratitude, Trish Haniszewski, CFTE, Assoc. Dir. 

of Development 

---------------------------------------------------------

Dear Resurrection members, 

Letter 1:  It is with great appreciation that I write to 

thank you for your continued monetary support 

with your gift of $39.00 received on March 29th 

given to Project Hope. 

Letter 2:  It is with great appreciation that I write to 

thank you for your continued monetary support 

with your gift of $175.00 received on March 31st for 

Project Hope. 

Letter 3:  It is with great appreciation that I write to 

thank you for your support with your donation of 

two grocery carts full of personal care items deliver 

to Project Hope on March 30th.  
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Letter 4:  It is with great appreciation that I write to 

thank you for your continued monetary support 

with your gift of $25.00 and $40.00 for Project 

hope received this week. 

Your generosity will allow us to continue to serve 

the hungry and those in need.  Thank you so much 

for choosing to support Project Hope and our mission. 

-Blessings to you, Veda Keebler, Exec. Director   

---------------------------------------------------------

Dear Friends in Christ, 

Greetings from Nebraska Lutheran Campus 

Ministry! And THANK YOU for helping us to serve 

Christ by serving others through your support and 

prayers.  We are most grateful for your gift of $265 

in support of the students we serve.  Thank you!! 

We are blessed by you, and grateful for all you do 

in Christ!!! 

-Sincerely, Jon Fredricks, Executive Director, NLCM 

(Thank you for all you do in support of all we serve 

together in Christ! -Jon)

 

FROM THE OFFICE 

 

 

*Check out the Communication Schedule 

located on the south bulletin board to see 

when information is due to the office. 

JUNE MESSENGER ARTICLES ARE DUE: 

• Tuesday, May 15th by 12:00 p.m. 

BULLETIN ANNOUCEMENTS ARE DUE: 

• Wednesday morning by 10:00 a.m. 

---------------------------------------------------- 
OUR COMMUNICATION APP! 

 

 

This app allows us to communicate about 

emergency cancellations. Enter this link into 

your browser https://band.us/n/a3ae23c8A9i3b 

or scan the QR code to join and be the first to 

know about any schedule changes due to 

severe weather or other emergencies! 

COVID-19 UPDATE FOR RELC 

We continue in Phase II of our stage 

re-opening. Church is available in-

person and online. Overflow seating is 

available in the courtyard if attendance surpasses 

our worship spaces.  

Please stay connected through the church’s 

Facebook page at: https://www.facebook.com/ 

RELCgretna and through our YouTube channel:  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjXnhZfhxi

pkc5ZTA6SrHUw.  

The church and office are open M-F, 8:00 a.m.-

3:00 p.m. Masks are still required while you are in 

the church. Contact the office by phone at 402-

332-3383 or email theoffice@relchurch.net if you 

have any questions or need any support.   

----------------------------------------------------- 

OPPORTUNTIES WITHIN RELC 

The following opportunities are available NOW! 

Paid Positions: 

• Part-Time Worship Service Accompanist 

Contact: Matt@singomaha.org 

Volunteer Needs: 

• VBS Leaders & Helpers 

Contact: theoffice@relchurch.net 

• Youth Underground Leaders 

• Lay Reader Coordinator & Readers 

Contact: theoffice@relchurch.net 

• Sunday School Teachers/Substitute 

Teachers 

Contact: theoffice@relchurch.net 

• Sound Board Technician, PowerPoint 

Assistant, Electric Guitarist  

Contact: Matt@singomaha.org 

----------------------------------------------------- 

May BIBLE MEMORY VERSE 

                                     1 John 2:16 

                                         16for all that is in the world   

                                the desire of the flesh, 

                                the desire of the eyes,  

                                   the pride in riches  

                           comes not from the Father  

                                 but from the world. 

https://band.us/n/a3ae23c8A9i3b
https://www.facebook.com/RELCgretna
https://www.facebook.com/RELCgretna
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjXnhZfhxipkc5ZTA6SrHUw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjXnhZfhxipkc5ZTA6SrHUw
mailto:theoffice@relchurch.net
mailto:Matt@singomaha.org
mailto:theoffice@relchurch.net
mailto:theoffice@relchurch.net
mailto:theoffice@relchurch.net
mailto:Matt@singomaha.org
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We are the Barry family, Nate, Amy, Blakely, Tate, and new addition Mox, our three month old English Springer 

Spaniel.  Nate and I met in 2010 and became members at Resurrection in 2011.  We instantly felt at home here 

with a warm and welcoming congregation. We got married in 2012 and Blakely was born in 2013 and Tate in 2014.  

Both were baptized at Resurrection.  We've resided in Gretna for about 12 years now. 

 Nate is from Elkhorn and attended Trinity Lutheran in Fremont growing up.  He graduated from Elkhorn High School in 

2001.  He earned a double degree in marketing and small business management at the University of Nebraska-

Omaha.  He pursued his passion of farming and assisted the Rohwer Farming operation until 2014 when he started a 

position at Farm Credit Services of America where he is currently a credit analyst.  Nate's interests include farming, 

classic cars, and attending the kids' activities.  Amy is from Holdrege and attended Bethel Lutheran Church growing up.  

She graduated from Holdrege High School in 1998 and then attended the University of Nebraska-Lincoln studying 

pre-pharmacy.  She earned her Doctorate of Pharmacy degree from the University of Nebraska Medical Center in 

2005.  She was a pharmacy manager at Baker's Pharmacy for 7 years.  She currently works in Gretna at U-Save 

Pharmacy and loves providing care in her community.  Amy is an avid runner and has completed numerous half 

marathons and marathons including Boston, New York, San Diego, and hoping to run Chicago this fall.  She enjoys 

planning trips for the family and also loves watching the kids' many sporting events.  Blakely, 2nd grade, and Tate, 

1st grade, are active in competitive soccer through Gretna Elite Academy, basketball, baseball, softball, and flag 

football.  They love playing with their new active puppy Mox!  Blakely also loves swimming, baking, and hanging 

out with her friends.  Tate loves watching his favorite football teams on tv, legos, and other games/crafts.   

 As a family we enjoy visiting our favorite restaurants, riding bikes, and have loved traveling to the beaches in Florida, 

visiting family in Colorado, and are looking forward to a warm trip to Arizona soon!   We are very thankful and 

blessed to have a family at RLC! 

FEATURE FAMILY OF THE MONTH 

Nate, Amy, Blakely, Tate & Mox 

THE  Barry  
Family 
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ALL SERVICES, PROGRAMMING & EVENTS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

(You will be notified by email & Facebook) 

 

 

SS=Sunday School      CY=Courtyard       FH=Fellowship Hall       SR=Silver Ridge       GPL=Gretna Public Library       FFT=Faith Family Trekker 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

      May 1 
10:00am New 
Adult Forum-Zoom 
--------  
5:30pm In-Person 
Worship Service-
Sanc. 

May 2 
8:45am Donuts & Coffee 
9:00am Last Day of SS 
-------- 
10:00am In-Person 
Worship Service-FH 
*Sr. Quilt Blessings 
-------- 
Online Services  
https://relchurch.net/ 
worship/ 

May 3 
  

May 4 
 
  

May 5 
7:00pm 
Underground 
*Bowling @ The 
Mark  

May 6 
  

May 7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00pm AA 

May 8 
10:00am Adult 
Forum-Zoom 
-------- 
5:30pm In-Person 
Comm.  Worship 
Service-Sanc. 

May 9 
10:00am In-Person 
Communion Worship 
Service-FH 
*6th & 7th Gr. Mentor/Mentee 
Cross Projects 
-------- 
Online Services  
https://relchurch.net/ 
worship/  
 
 
 
  

May 10 May 11 
1:00pm 
Quilters 
-------- 
7:00pm 
Outreach 

May 12 
7:00pm 
Underground 
 
  

May 13 
7:00pm W&M  

May 14 
8:30 pm Drive-
In Movie Night 
“SHRECK” 
Sponsored by: 
Underground 
*Concessions 
Free-Will 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00pm AA 

May 15 
10:00am Adult 
Forum-Zoom 
-------- 
5:30pm In-Person 
Worship Service-
Sanc. 
  

May 16 
10:00am In-Person 
Worship Service-FH  
-------- 
Online Services  
https://relchurch.net/ 
worship/ 

May 17 
 
 
 
 
 

May 18 
7:00pm 
Council 
Meeting 
In Person  
 

May 19 
7:00pm 
Underground 
 

May 20 
 
 

May 21 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00pm AA 

May 22 
10:00am Adult 
Forum-Zoom 
-------- 
5:30pm In-Person 
Comm. Worship 
Service-Sanc. 

May 23 
10:00am In-Person  
Communion Worship 
Service-FH 
-------- 
Online Services  
https://relchurch.net/ 
worship/ 

May 24 May 25 
1:00pm 
Quilters 

May 26 
No Underground 

May 27 May 28 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00pm AA 

May 29 
10:00am Adult 
Forum-Zoom 
-------- 
Underground Pool 
Party  Time TBD 
-------- 
No Worship Service 

May 30 
10:00am In-Person  
Worship Service @ 
Peterson Park 
*Bring Lunch or Enjoy 
Table Grace Food Truck 
-------- 
Online Services 
https://relchurch.net/ 
worship/ 

May 31 
Office Closed 

     

MAY 
2021 
Calendar 
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Contact Information 

Pastor James Sells’ Hours  

   In the office-T-F, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

  Tuesday-Thursday by appointment 

Office Hours 

  8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., Monday-Friday 

Church Phone Number 

  402-332-3383 

Pastor James Sells’ Phone 

  402-759-6347 

Email Address for Church 

  theoffice@relchurch.net 

Church Website 

  www.relchurch.net 

Email Address for Pastor James Sells 

  PastorJames@relchurch.net 

 

A PRAYER FOR MAY, for morning- 

May the graciousness of the Lord our God be 

upon us; prosper the work of our hands.  

(Ps. 90:17, ELW)  

Generous God, you call us to lives of service. 

In my words and actions this day, move me 

to serve in Christ’s name. When I lack energy, 

inspire me. When I lack courage, strengthen 

me. When I lack compassion, be merciful to me.  

You may make the sign of the cross.  

In all things, O God, you are our way, our 

truth, and our life. Reveal through me your 

life-giving work, that I love my neighbors as 

myself. I ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

                   ELCA, Daily Prayers and Blessings 

Return Service Requested 

RESURRECTION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

153 S McKenna Ave. 

Gretna, Nebraska 68028 

mailto:theoffice@relchurch.net
http://www.relchurch.net/
mailto:PastorJames@relchurch.net

