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 MESSENGER  

  

From the Pastor’s Desk 

Happy April everyone, 

Easter comes pretty early this year on April 4th. What are 

you expecting out of the day? Compared to last year I am 

expecting…Easter. I am expecting an Easter and its season to bring resurrection, 

new life, and life giving surprises individually and to our community of faith. 

What surprises are you ready to receive this Easter? I hope that your hands 

and face are lifted toward heaven as we do on the first day of spring to receive 

the warmth of the sun to dispel the chill and death of winter.  

Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen! 

1 Alleluia! Jesus is risen! 

 Trumpets resounding in glorious light! 

 Splendor, the Lamb, heaven forever! 

 Oh, what a miracle God has in sight! 

Refrain 

 Jesus is risen and we shall arise. 

 Give God the glory! Alleluia! 

2 Walking the way, Christ in the center 

 telling the story to open our eyes; 

 breaking our bread, giving us glory: 

 Jesus our blessing, our constant surprise.   

    Refrain 

3 Jesus the vine, we are the branches; 

 life in the Spirit the fruit of the tree; 

 heaven to earth, Christ to the people, 

 gift of the future now flowing to me. 

    Refrain 

4 Weeping, be gone; sorrow, be silent: 

 death put asunder, and Easter is bright. 
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 Cherubim sing: O grave, be open! 

 Clothe us in wonder, adorn us in light.   

    Refrain 

5 City of God, Easter forever, 

 golden Jerusalem, Jesus the Lamb, 

 river of life, saints and archangels, 

 sing with creation to God the I AM!   

 Refrain 

Have a blessed and surprising Easter! 

 

 

Pr. James W. Sells 

 

RESURRECTION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  

Pastor’s Report, February 16th-March 3rd      

OFFICIAL DUTIES: 

Visitations: 39 

RELC ACTIVITIES: 

 02/16: - Text Study 

   - Church Council Meeting 

 02/17:  - Staff Meeting 

   - Ash Wednesday 

   - Youth Underground 

 02/18:  - Lenten Devotional 

   - Post Production and upload of 

Ash Wednesday Service 

 02/19:  - Lenten Devotional 

 02/20:  - Lenten Devotional 

   - Processed and Uploaded Service 

 02/21:  - Faith Stepping Stones: 3 year old 

Bibles: Landed on a snow day and 

only one family was present. Messages 

went out to the rest to let them 

know their bibles were at the church. 

 02/22:  - Lenten Devotional 

 02/23:  - Text Study 

   - Lenten Devotional 

   - First Communion Letter to 6th and 

5th grades: 6th Grade will receive 

First Communion on Palm Sunday, 

March 28th. 5th Grade will receive 

First Communion on Maundy 

Thursday, April 1st.  

   - Initial Interview for Youth Ministry 

position: Positive Phone conversation 

with Kristina Murphy. Will move 

on to a full interview with council 

reps and youth underground reps 

on the 3rd. 

 02/24:  - Staff Meeting 

   - All Team Meeting prep. with Bill. 

   - Lenten Devotional 

   - Lenten Mid-Week Service: Holden 

Evening Prayer: First Holden Evening 

Prayer with the canned service (since 

I’ve been here). Went well enough 

for the limitations we had. Service 

for the rest of Lent will move to in-

person with canned music.  

   - Youth Underground 

 02/25:  - Lenten Devotional 

   - All Team Meeting: Introduced and 

on-boarded council and Ministry 

Team chairs to the Theme of the 

Year, the Ministry Team prayer, 

and communications procedures. 

 02/26:  - Lenten Devotional 

 02/27:  - Exile and Return: Session 1 

   - Lenten Devotional 

   - Processed and Uploaded Service 

 02/28:  - Middle School Sunday School 

   - Faith Stepping Stones: 3rd Grade 

Bibles: Good attendance, I recorded 

the slide show on Tuesday on my  
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computer, uploaded it, and sent 

the link to the families that missed 

the Intro to the Bible Class.  

   - Introduction to the Bible class 

   - Lenten Devotional 

 03/02: - Text Study 

   - Lenten Devotional 

   - COVID Policy Revision Meeting: I 

felt it was a productive meeting 

with good work from the Taskforce. 

Council will consider the information 

presented and voted on policy and 

procedure changes at the next 

schedule council meeting. 

 03/03:  - Staff Meeting 

   - Full Interview for Youth 

Ministry/Congregational Life 

   - Lenten Devotional 

   - Recording of Youth Underground 

Video 

   - Holden Evening Prayer Service 

   - Youth Underground 

UP COMING EVENTS AND CONVERSATION: 

03/28: Palm Sunday - First Communion for 6th 

Graders: 7:00pm, Letters have been sent. 

04/01: Maundy Thursday - First Communion 

for 5th Graders: 7:00pm, Letters have been sent 

with class schedule. 

04/02: Good Friday - 7:00pm in Sanctuary 

04/04: Easter Sunrise Service - 7:00am at Chalco 

Lake, back-up will be Sanctuary 

  Easter Service - 10:00am in Fellowship Hall 

(Sin Rose), Acolytes resume assisting with service 

04/11,18: Acolyte Training after Service 

PASTORAL REFLECTION: 

Since the beginning of Lent I have felt a change 

in our church, almost as if we were beginning 

to pick up where we left off last year when the 

pandemic hit. To me this season of Lent is feeling 

a lot like the conclusion to last year’s season of 

Lent and I am so glad, and pray fervently, that 

we will come to Easter with a true sense of the 

Resurrected life. 

Highs: The resumption of the Faith Stepping 

Stones ministry along with warmer weather has 

been a welcome development over the last month. 

Lows: The weather made the roll out of several 

items more difficult. We were unable to start 

the regular session of the “Exile and Return” 

study because the books were a week late due 

to weather delays. Sunday School was postponed 

for two weeks because of wind chills and snow. 

 

 
As I write my first message to the congregation 

as your church council president many thoughts 

and topics run through my head as what I could 

and/or should discuss.   

First of all, I want you to know that I am very 

excited to lead our council, which is an amazing 

group of diverse individuals. We are prepared 

to tackle the challenges that may come before 

us, ensuring the church’s “business” is handled 

ethically and professionally.  Our individualism 

and diversity allow us to approach issues impacting 

the church from multiple angles.  Our ultimate 

goal: The best outcome for those we are serving 

…YOU, our congregation.  We know it is difficult to 

please everyone, but we hope and pray for your 

trust in the decisions we make. Communication 

is of utmost importance and we have set the bar 

high on communicating pertinent information 

via multiple platforms in a timely fashion. 

With that said, as we continue Our Wilderness 

Journey Home through the pandemic, we want 

you to know we are working diligently to bring 

Resurrection back to “normal” as quickly and as 

safely as possible.  To do this, the Church Council 

created a COVID Task Force (CTF) to research, 

evaluate and formulate updated COVID-19 

protocol.  By the time you are reading this article 

you will know the council voted and officially  
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adopted new COVID-19 Protocols during our 

March 16th meeting.  The Covid-19 Task Force 

will continue to monitor, evaluate and propose 

protocol changes as our church continues its 

journey home.   

While we eagerly await additional forward moving 

phases, we also want to express our gratitude for 

all the work many people and teams have done 

over the last year in modifying their programming, 

altering their communication methods and in 

many cases expanding their technological skills.  

You were all an extremely important piece of our 

purpose then and even more so now, as we 

continue engaging and welcoming everyone home. 

May the grace and love of our Lord be with you all. 

Respectfully submitted. 

Bill Schwarten 
--------------------------------------------------------- 

CHURCH COUNCIL UPDATES 
COVID-19 PROTOCOLS 

The Church Council created a COVID Task Force 

(CTF) to research, evaluate and formulate updated 

COVID-19 protocol. The CTF will continue to 

monitor, evaluate and propose protocol changes 

as our church continues its journey home. 

General: 

o    Masks are required inside the church 

when two or more people are present. 

o    Social distancing is practiced and 

encouraged. 

o    Hand sanitizer stations are located 

throughout the building. 

o    Do not enter church if you are not feeling 

well, experiencing symptoms or are 

COVID-19 positive. 

Worship: 

o    Worship services are in person. 

o    Live stream and recorded services are 

available for remote viewing. 

o    Disinfecting is completed between services. 

o    Overflow seating, with access to a live 

stream, is provided in the courtyard. 

o    Masked singing is welcomed. 

o   A Welcome Station provides bulletins, 

communion cups and a member/visitor 

sign in. 

o    Offerings are collected via an onsite drop 

box, Simply Giving, Vanco Payment Portal 

or by mail. 

Use of Facilities: 

o    Church committees are welcome to hold 

in-person, socially distanced meetings 

within the church. 

o    Outside requests for the use of church 

facilities are reviewed and approved by 

the Senior Pastor and Council President. 

o    Sunday School is in-person and uses the 

Underground and classrooms. 

o    The nursery will open March 28, 2021. 

Office Staff: 

o    When working independently, in a 

designated workspace, staff may work 

mask free. 

o    When moving about the office with 

others present, masks should be worn. 

o    Staff is expected to stay home if: 

o    They are not feeling well or experiencing 

any COVID-19 symptoms. 

o    They have encountered direct exposure 

to a potential COVID-19 case until 

one of the following occurs: 

▪    The case is confirmed negative. 

▪    If the case is positive, staff is 

expected to quarantine according 

to current CDC guidelines. 

 

 

THE HEART OF CAMP GALA  

Date:     April 10, 2021 

Time:  5:00 p.m. Cocktails, 7:00 p.m. Dinner,  

             8:00 p.m. Program (Cocktail Attire) 

Where:  In-Person, Embassy Suites, La Vista 

              Virtual Event on Qtego 

The Heart of Camp Gala ensures that all children 

have the ability to attend camp. We have a policy 

that no child is turned away from attending Carol 
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Joy Holling Camp due to their inability to pay. 

Each year, we help more than 400 children 

attend camp who require financial assistance, 

and this event helps us keep extending the 

invitation to more children. Carol Joy Holling 

Camp also subsidizes every child who attends by 

almost $300 per child. Please join us at the Heart 

of Camp Gala to help more kids come to camp. 

There's nothing like gathering with our friends 

to celebrate the mission and ministry of Carol Joy 

Holling Camp. Living with the new reality of COVID, 

many elements of our annual Gala celebration 

will look different. Masks will be required, and 

tables set for social distancing. We will follow all 

recommendations and protocols set by state and 

local health departments to ensure the utmost 

safety for all guests in attendance. Cocktail attire 

is recommended. To purchase tickets, go to 

https://nlom.ticket.qtego.net/tickets/list.  

To register for the Virtual Gala and to bid on 

auction items, go to our event registration at 

https://qtego.net/qlink/nlom/register. 

 

SISTER CONGREGATION 

       Concordia 

        Lutheran 

         Church 

       Concord, Nebraska 

At the NE ELCA Synod Assembly, we chose 

Concordia Lutheran Church in Concord, NE as 

our sister congregation in Nebraska.  Most 

people do not know where Concord is. They are 

in the Northeast about 40 miles west of South 

Sioux City and 12 miles north of Wayne.   

Old Business includes: Carolyn gave the status 

of the Living Lutheran subscription notices that 

were sent out last month. She has received 15 

requests to keep receiving this magazine. Those 

not responding will be removed from the 

subscription list. Carolyn will continue to watch 

for grant opportunities for ramp repair/replacement 

and parsonage driveway replacement will be 

addressed in the spring. 

New Business includes: The minutes from the 

annual Ministry Celebration were approved by 

council. The 2021 Mission Share commitment 

has been sent to the NE Synod. Lenten offerings 

this year will be directed to the new youth 

organization, GIGP. There will not be coffee 

served after Lenten services. We discussed 

making a list of items for memorials to be  

used for. This will be a council goal for 2021. 

Discussion was held on need for internet in the 

church for confirmation, possibility of live 

streaming services and funeral services, etc. 

There will not be guest access to this service.  

A motion was made and seconded to install 

this. All were in favor. Carolyn will see to having 

it installed.  

If you’d like to read more about Concordia, 

please go to their website to learn more at: 

https://www.concordialutheranelca.com/. 

 

SEED TEAM  
SUNDAY SCHOOL 

  Join Us on Sundays 
 

Sunday School for Pre-K through 8th grade 

students in person on Sunday mornings at 

9:00 a.m.  (Masks are required).  Please consider 

worshipping at home if you aren’t feeling well.  

We are looking forward to sharing the message of 

Christ’s love with you and teaching you all about 

Jesus and his life.  During this session we will be 

together in a group setting, with 2-3 groups 

every Sunday.  This will be a fun way to learn 

and grow together with Jesus.  See you then!  

Current Needs:  If anyone is interested in 

supplying some snacks for the Sunday School 

children, please drop them off in the church 

office and label them Sunday School. Thank you! 

https://nlom.ticket.qtego.net/tickets/list
https://qtego.net/qlink/nlom/register
https://www.concordialutheranelca.com/
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LAMBS PROGRAMMING (1st-5th Grade) 

This year Lambs programming will be 

included in the Sunday School 

curriculum.   

-------------------------------------------------------- 

†  2020-2021 All 5th Grade Students will be 

celebrating their First Communion 

on Maundy Thursday, April 1st, 

at our 7:00 p.m. worship service.   

---------------------------------------------------- 

Acolyting 4th-8th Grade Students: 

We will resume acolyting for our 

Easter worship services and also 

every Saturday and Sunday 

service beginning on April 10 & 

11.  Please watch your email for a link to sign 

up on a Saturday or Sunday that works for you. 

---------------------------------------------------- 

Acolyte Training & Refresh: 

† April 11 & 18 after our 10:00 a.m. worship. 

Join Pr. James for a training & 

refresh class on acolyting after 

our worship service. The training 

will last about one hour.  This 

class is for all 4th graders and any student who 

wishes to have a refresher class on the 

procedures involved in acolyting.  

----------------------------------------------------  

CONFIRMATION 

6th through 8th Confirmation 2020-2021  

We will be facilitating Confirmation through a 

new portal this year called relckids.com. 

Confirmands will be able to engage in lessons 

in a self-completion framework. This program 

will be leavened with monthly zoom conversations 

to help build and retain community. 

Watch each month for email details from Pr. 

James on your monthly Zoom meeting. 

---------------------------------------------------- 

All 2019-2020 & 2020-2021 

6th grade mentors and 

mentees will share their 

cross projects with the congregation on May 

9th at our 10:00 a.m. worship service.  Please 

bring your “Cross Projects” or a photo if they 

aren’t mobile (we can post them on the video 

monitor) to display for the congregation to see.  

We are so excited to finally share in the 

celebration of your completed mentorship 

program.  

Watch each month for email details from Pr. 

James on your monthly Zoom meeting. 

---------------------------------------------------- 

 

Confirmation Faith Statements: 2019-20 Class 

Faith Statements Featured Monthly 

† † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † 

Caden Prince 

John 3:16 

When I was baptized when I was very young, I 

never truly knew what my faith was to God, but 

now I understand. I now know that Jesus was 

once human and would go around to different 

areas and teach people the ways of God, teaching 

many people and people today what God is 

through the bible. I learned that Jesus would care 

for those who were poor and are not doing good in 

life, but also do so for everyone else who believed 

in His message. That when it was coming soon 

to His capture, He would hold the last supper 

and teach the disciples what communion truly 

means. That when He died, He would go to the 

grasp of the devil, but eventually come back 

and resurrect. Then He would rise to the Lord 

and be seated at the right hand of the Father. I 

understand that the way we continue believing 

in God is by going to church services and hearing 

His story, along with saying prayers like the 

Apostle’s Creed and the Lord’s Prayer. I know 

that the Bible is the way the disciples along 

with other shared stories of all the great things 

He did before He was crucified. I understand 

that when I was baptized, I started a walk on a 

path to prove my faith to God. I know that each 
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story has a secret meaning to it, take an example 

for the ten plagues, if you decide to break the 

first commandment, there will be consequences. 

In this story, a King says that he is the true God 

he should worry about and not the one the 

townspeople think of. God warns him and it 

starts, he eventually revokes it and is sorry for 

what he did. In the end, this story connects well 

to the first commandment, leading to the moral 

being that you shouldn’t put other gods before 

your true god. Some stories might have the same 

morals, but it is one of the hundreds and hundreds 

of meanings in the Bible. For a Bible verse, I 

decided that John 3:16 was a good one, a classic 

but it’s the best way to describe the Bible. “For God 

so loved the world that He gave His only Son 

so that everyone who believes in Him may not 

perish but have eternal life” John 3:16. Not only 

is this the best way to describe the Bible and the 

most important and famous quote in the Bible, 

but it also explains my belief in God. I realized 

that God gave His only Son, Jesus in this case, 

for the world to believe in so that they wouldn’t 

become in the grasps of the dead, but rather 

have eternal life in heaven. I also know that I 

shall follow the ten commandments God put in 

front of us and shall continue to follow these 

laws He made. This here is my faith statement to 

God, I believe in Father, the Son, the Holy Spirit.  

---------------------------------------------------- 

Klare Peters 

John 13:7 

The bible verse I selected is John 13:7, it says 

“Jesus answered, “You do not know what I am 

doing, but later you will understand.’”  I picked 

this verse, because often times in life I find myself 

struggling to wonder why bad things happen to 

me. This verse is a reminder that God has a plan 

for me, and that I need to trust in Him.  I also 

need to remember that if I am patient, I will later 

understand why things happen, even if some 

things take a bit longer to understand. Faith has 

had a big impact on my life, because often in 

situations I found myself struggling to have faith 

that God knew what he was doing. When my 

cousin Hannah was in the hospital, I constantly 

prayed for her not to die, but then I changed 

my prayer to something else. I started praying 

for her to survive, but I also added that if dying 

was what was best for her, I prayed that my aunt 

and uncle would be blessed with an adopted 

child. And they were blessed with Lilly. I am really 

excited to make this big step in my faith journey, 

because this is a choice I am making, and have 

been making over the past three years. Over 

the past three years I have made some really 

good friends that I will continue to share my 

faith with. I have also had the best teacher, Ann, 

who has been teaching me the Lord's ways as 

long as I can remember. She has taught to be 

kind, patient, and that God is with me always. 

She has also taught me that Jesus loves me for 

who I am, and I am grateful for the countless 

hours she has volunteered to be with us. To me, 

baptism was a choice my parents made to 

introduce me to the church. But confirmation is 

a choice I am making, and to me it is a very 

important step in continuing my faith journey. I 

am very thankful my parents chose Resurrection 

as our family's church because no matter what, 

every member of the church is there for one 

another. And that environment is why I will 

continue to grow in faith with this church. I 

believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God. I believe 

that God loves us so much that He sent His son 

to die a terrible death in order for our sins to be 

forgiven. Three days later Jesus rose from the 

grave and is alive giving his followers eternal 

life. The reason we have crosses and pictures of 

Jesus suffering is to remind us of God’s love for 

us. While I am still in high school, I intend on 

continuing in youth group. I also hope to help 

out at vacation bible school, and in the nursery. 

When I become an adult and join my own church, 

I hope to teach Sunday school, to give kids the 

same lessons that I was taught, to help them 

succeed in life. As my verse says I don’t know 

what the future holds, but I am excited for it. 

----------------------------------------------------

Carleigh Reoh 

Joshua 1:9 

“Be strong and courageous; do not be frightened 

or dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you 

wherever you go.” Joshua 1:9. This is a verse 
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that spoke loudly to me when I first read it. It 

stood out from all the rest because this was a 

verse that I found to be reassuring and in a way, 

it also gave me confidence in God and myself. 

To me this verse says to have faith. That no matter 

how afraid or scared we are, God is there for us 

to turn to and let us know not to fear, but to be 

brave and know that he is by our side. This verse 

relates to my life because I tend to be a very 

nervous person and I worry a lot about everything. 

I question myself and doubt myself at times.  I 

have learned that I don’t always have to be perfect 

or have all the answers and that I can trust in God 

as I turn to Him in times of uncertainty.  I feel 

this verse helps to remind me to pray, ask for 

guidance and follow God’s example so that I can 

have the courage and faith to let go of fear and 

worry. Through my confirmation experience my 

faith in God has grown and this verse helps me 

to remember that being strong and courageous 

also means to trust in God as my source of 

strength and example.  

Another big part of my confirmation journey is 

my church and church family. When we first 

switched over from my old church my faith was 

not as strong. Within the two years that I have 

been at Resurrection I have found myself closer 

to God than I ever was before, and I am grateful 

for this. From countless hours of confirmation 

led by great teachers, to having a great time with 

my classmates at midweek meals, this is what has 

motivated me to go to Church and continue to 

grow my faith. I am so glad that I came to this 

church. I have met lots of great people, made 

lots of friendships and worshiped with others.  

Through my experience I have learned a strong 

church family is another way to strengthen my 

faith and my relationship with God.  

Every day in my life I see God through all kinds 

of things. I see Him through my classmates that 

hold the door open for me, I see Him through 

my teacher that greets me at the door with a 

smile, I see Him in the love my family has for me 

and my love for them. Everywhere I look He is 

at work and to me that is awesome.  I understand 

that through my faith and belief in Christ I can 

ask for forgiveness and it reminds me to also 

show others forgiveness and grace.  

Confirmation to me is turning to God in faith 

and following as he tells us to do in Joshua 1:9, 

be strong and of good courage, and you will 

feel the assurance that He is always with you.  

 

UNDERGROUND ON WEDNESDAYS 7:00 PM 

All 9-12th grade students are invited to join us 

every Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. for the Youth 

Underground programming.  

Schedule: 

4/07: Wednesday, 7:00 p.m. 

          Organizational meeting for Mission Trip 

          and Games 

4/14: Wednesday, 7:00 p.m.  

          Zoom Bible Study 

4/17: Saturday, 9:00-11:00 a.m. 

          Spring Cleaning Service Projects 

4/24: Saturday, 9:00-11:00 a.m. 

          Spring Cleaning Service Projects 

---------------------------------------------------- 

Would you like to help in the 

faith formation of our High School 

Youth? We are currently looking 

for committed people of faith  

to shepherd the Youth Underground during 

their weekly meetings and activities. We would 

love to have you share in the ministry of our 

youth in a fun, creative and meaningful way.  If 

this sounds interesting to you, please contact 

Pr. James at 402-759-6347. Thanks for your help. 
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COLLEGE AGED MINISTRY & 

PROGRAMMING (CAMP) 
CAMP stands for College Aged Ministry Programs! 

This program is for anyone who has graduated 

from high school. All are welcome to attend 

(even if you decided that college wasn’t your 

post-high school plans! We want to connect 

with all of you)! 

Contact Lona Pinkall at 402-332-5057 if you’re 

interested in being added to this list.  

------------------------------------------------------- 

S.O.C.K Program 

Thanks to those who agreed to sponsor 

a student. We have matched up all the 

students who signed up with a sponsor 

and we know they appreciate that support. 

Plans for a December or early January gathering 

will be postponed until a safer time.  We will be 

closely monitoring Covid alert levels to determine 

when to proceed with an event. Thank you for 

your understanding. 

If you have any more questions, please contact 

Lona Pinkall at 402-332-5057. 

 

LOCAL & WORLD SERVICE 
TOGETHER A GREATER GOOD 

To date, our church TAGGers 

have raised more than $1700 for 

church projects sponsored by the 

Local & World Service Team.  

Download the app to your smartphone and 

choose RELC as the supported organization. 

You can also drop your receipts at the office. 

When you purchase from a TAGG business, it will 

donate up to 5% of your total purchase to RELC.  

---------------------------------------------------- 

The Local & World Service Team invites 
you to do the TAGG of the MONTH! 

                                         APRIL is  

                          Addy’s Sports Bar & Grill 

                                     204th & Pacific 

                  They will donate 5% of your receipt. 

 

Our team would like to say 

“Thank you” to everyone who 

donated laundry and cleaning 

items and you’re your $$’s to support Project 

Hope for their EASTER Collection. 

It has been a critical time for many people and 

your generosity will really help those who need 

it most.  If you would still like to contribute, go 

to Projecthopeomaha.org as they can always 

use your help.  We will make sure the items are 

delivered before Easter. Thank you so much for 

helping those in need this Easter season!   

----------------------------------------------------

LWST Meal Support and Caring Casseroles  

In addition to the Local & World Service Team 

ministry of meal support and caring casseroles, 

Caring Meals are now also available.  Caring 

Meals will work similar to a “Meal Train”. Caring 

Meals are a way of providing temporary meal 

support for our church family, perhaps those 

having just had surgery, coming home from 

being in rehab, or a serious illness.  Caring Meals 

will consist of a main dish and one side, which 

could be a vegetable, fruit, bread, or dessert. These 

meals could be provided once or twice a week, 

for up to 4 weeks. Please contact the church if 

you, or a family member, is in need of Caring Meals. 

The LSWT also invites members to utilize the 

Caring Casseroles stocked in the church's freezer. 

The casseroles are for members in need or for 

members to give to those in need outside our 

church family.  The church is open 8:00 a.m. to 

3:00 p.m. for you to stop by to pick one up. There 

is nothing to sign, just grab and deliver it to 

whomever is in need. Show someone you care 

with a specially prepared with care casserole. 

 

WORSHIP & MUSIC TEAM 
PHASE II WORSHIP SERVICES 

Online worship will continue through 

YouTube, Facebook and Zoom.   

The church and the church office are open during 

the week from 8:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

mailto:tyler.johnson@relchurch.net
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As a way to stay connected in Christ, we invite 

you to join us in various ways. Sign-ups are no 

longer needed for services.  If attendance 

begins to grow and there is a need, we will add 

another Sunday service. 

Communion services will be offered on the 

second and fourth Sunday of each month.  If 

you will not be attending in person and would 

like to commune during our online worship 

service, please stop by the church to pick up 

your individually pre-packaged communion set. 

• In-Person Saturday Worship Service 

Saturdays, 5:30 p.m., Sanctuary 

(No Service on April 3rd) 

• In-Person Sunday Worship Service 

Sundays, 10:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall  

• Online Worship Services 

➢ YouTube:   

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjX

nhZfhxipkc5ZTA6SrHUw 

➢ Facebook: 

Facebook.com/RELCgretna  

➢ LinkTree:   

linktr.ee/relcgretna (takes you to all 

online links during this time) 

Don’t miss hearing God’s word as Pr. James 

Sells shares the Gospel with us each week.  

-------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Crucify Your Sins 

  Stop by the Resurrection Café  

 anytime until Good Friday and 

 write the sin(s) that you would 

  like forgiven on a sheet of paper 

provided and add it to the nail on the cross.  

During our Good Friday service our sins will 

be burned, and a rose will be left in its place. 

†  4/1 Maundy Thursday Worship-7:00 p.m. 

Join us in the Fellowship Hall as we remember 

and celebrate Jesus’ final Passover with His 

disciples.  They washed His feet and He 

commanded them to do the same for each  

other.  This was his “Last Supper” before he 

was crucified. We will also celebrate our 5th 

grade -1st Communion Class as they celebrate 

this Holy day by receiving their first communion. 

†  4/2 Good Friday Worship-7:00 p.m. 

Join us in the Sanctuary for “Prayer around the 

Cross” on this day commemorating a day of 

suffering and death for Jesus.  It is important 

to remember that Jesus died as an ultimate 

sacrifice for our sins, so that we could be saved.  

The cross is where we see the convergence of 

great suffering and God’s forgiveness to us 

all. We will be lighting a candle and placing 

in the sand by the altar as we pray. 

†  4/4 Easter Sunday Worship Services-6:45 

a.m., 8:30 a.m., & 10:00 a.m. 

    Easter Sunrise Service-6:45 a.m. 

This service will take place at Matt & Linda 

Anderson’s home at 15101 S. 234th St., Gretna, 

NE.  If it rains, this service will be in the Sanctuary. 

     Easter Worship Service-8:30 a.m. & 10:00 a.m. 

Join us this Easter as we celebrate Jesus’ 

resurrection from death.  After His crucifixion, 

death, and burial, three days later, He arose from 

the grave.  In doing so, He conquered death and 

redeemed us from sin if we believe in Him.

 

HEALTH MINISTRY TEAM 
Greetings from your Health Ministry Team 

New knowledge is gained by scientists and public 

health surrounding the Covid-19 virus on a 

daily basis, making it challenging for us all to 

keep up with ever changing recommendations 

and guidelines.  The following is up-to-date 

information surrounding the Covid-19 virus and 

vaccination opportunities.   

Both Sarpy and Douglas County are now providing 

Covid-19 vaccinations to individuals aged 65 

and older.  The graphic below shows an 

approximate timeline for vaccination availability. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjXnhZfhxipkc5ZTA6SrHUw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjXnhZfhxipkc5ZTA6SrHUw
https://linktr.ee/relcgretna
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(Retrieved 3/16/22 from https://sarpycasshealth 

department.org/covid-19-vaccination-information)  

To Receive Notification When the Vaccination 

Is Available For You: 

 Sarpy County residents: 

o Register at vaccinate.ne.gov 

o Need help?  Call 402-339-4334, option 1 

o After registering, you will be contacted 

with instructions for making an appointment. 

o YOU will need to make your own appointment 

with the vaccination clinic of your choice. 

 Douglas County residents: 

o Register at https://www.douglascounty 

health.com/ to be notified when you are 

eligible for the vaccination. (If you are 

aged 65 and older, you can schedule your 

vaccination appointment now using this link) 

When You Have Been Fully Vaccinated 

How to Protect Yourself and Others 

(Updated Mar. 9, 2021) 

COVID-19 vaccines are effective at protecting 

you from getting sick. Based on what we know 

about COVID-19 vaccines, people who have 

been fully vaccinated can start to do some 

things that they had stopped doing because of 

the pandemic. 

We’re still learning how vaccines will affect the 

spread of COVID-19. After you’ve been fully 

vaccinated against COVID-19, you should keep 

taking precautions in public places like wearing 

a mask, staying 6 feet apart from others, and 

avoiding crowds and poorly ventilated spaces 

until we know more. 

What’s Changed 

If you’ve been fully vaccinated: 

• You can gather indoors with fully 

vaccinated people without wearing a mask. 

• You can gather indoors with unvaccinated 

people from one other household (for 

example, visiting with relatives who all live 

together) without masks, unless any of 

those people or anyone they live with has 

an increased risk for severe illness from 

COVID-19. 

• If you’ve been around someone who has 

COVID-19, you do not need to stay away 

from others or get tested unless you have 

symptoms. 

o However, if you live in a group setting 

(like a correctional or detention facility 

or group home) and are around 

someone who has COVID-19, you 

should still stay away from others for 

14 days and get tested, even if you 

don’t have symptoms. 

What Hasn’t Changed 

For now, if you’ve been fully vaccinated: 

• You should still take steps to protect 

yourself and others in many situations, 

like wearing a mask, staying at least 6 feet 

apart from others, and avoiding crowds 

https://sarpycasshealthdepartment.org/covid-19-vaccination-information
https://sarpycasshealthdepartment.org/covid-19-vaccination-information
https://vaccinate.ne.gov/en-US/
https://www.douglascountyhealth.com/
https://www.douglascountyhealth.com/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/keythingstoknow.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-with-medical-conditions.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-with-medical-conditions.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html
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and poorly ventilated spaces. Take these 

precautions whenever you are: 

o In public 

o Gathering with unvaccinated people 

from more than one other household 

o Visiting with an unvaccinated person who 

is at increased risk of severe illness or 

death from COVID-19 or who lives with a 

person at increased risk 

• You should still avoid medium or 

large-sized gatherings. 

• You should still delay domestic and 

international travel. If you do travel, 

you’ll still need to follow 

CDC requirements and 

recommendations. 

• You should still watch out 

for symptoms of COVID-19, especially 

if you’ve been around someone who 

is sick. If you have symptoms of 

COVID-19, you should get tested and 

stay home and away from others. 

• You will still need to follow guidance 

at your workplace. 

What We Know and What We’re Still Learning 

• We know that COVID-19 vaccines are 

effective at preventing COVID-19 disease, 

especially severe illness and death. 

o We’re still learning how effective the 

vaccines are against variants of the 

virus that causes COVID-19. Early data 

show the vaccines may work against 

some variants but could be less 

effective against others. 

• We know that other prevention 

steps help stop the spread of COVID-19, 

and that these steps are still important, 

even as vaccines are being distributed. 

o We’re still learning how well COVID-

19 vaccines keep people from 

spreading the disease. 

o Early data show that the vaccines may 

help keep people from spreading 

COVID-19, but we are learning more 

as more people get vaccinated. 

• We’re still learning how long COVID-19 

vaccines can protect people. 

• As we know more, CDC will continue to 

update our recommendations for both 

vaccinated and unvaccinated people. 

Until we know more about those questions, 

everyone — even people who’ve had their 

vaccines — should continue taking basic 

prevention steps when recommended. 

(Retrieved 3.16.21 from: 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/ 

vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html) 

 
BENEVOLENCE & MISSION TEAM 

Resurrection Evangelical 

Lutheran Church (RELC) 

distributes 8% of our quarterly 

offering to the Evangelical  

Lutheran Church of America (ELCA) Synod to help 

organizations in need on a national & worldwide 

basis. The purpose of the Mission & Benevolence  

Team is also to provide financial assistance to 

worthy organizations by distributing 2% of RELC’s 

quarter offering with an emphasis on local needs. 

In making our decisions, we strive to support 

RELC’s strategic long-term plans and goals. 

---------------------------------------------------- 

Greetings, Faith Family! 

Here we are in the midst of Lent and as Pastor 

has mentioned, it is very similar to last year, but 

different.  This year with the pandemic, we have 

a better grasp on how to manipulate our 

communications.  This year Pastor James has 

requested videos from our six recipients of our 

Lenten offerings.  In this manner you can still 

hear from them and understand where they have 

been over the past year and what struggles they 

are trying to meet.  We hope you are moved by 

their words and are able to help us help them 

as we plod through this pandemic.  As Jesus said 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-with-medical-conditions.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-with-medical-conditions.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/travel-during-covid19.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/travel-during-covid19.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html
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to us in Matthew 25:40  ‘Truly I tell you, whatever 

you did for one of the least of these brothers and 

sisters of mine, you did for me.’   Thank you for 

your support of our Lenten speakers and their 

organizations.  Our faith family is great! 

~Del Armstrong 

Next Meeting Date:  1st Quarter-April 11, 2021 

 

PROPERTY TEAM 
The property team has nothing 

new to report this month, but 

we’d like to remind everyone 

that the property team is always 

looking for new members that 

like to get involved and have fresh new ideas 

for our church properties.  

Please contact Bill Schwarten at 402-290-6300 

if you are interested in joining the team. 

---------------------------------------------------- 

SAVE THE DATES 

Come one, come all!  Bring your 

rakes and shovels and meet us at 

the church at 8:00 a.m. on: 
 

       *     April 10:  Spring Cleaning of plant beds 

       *     April 17:  Rain date 

 

RELC ARCHIVES TEAM  

PEOPLE IN THE PARISH 

Gilbert Fleck 

In the 1980’s bulletin inserts entitled “People in 

the Parish” were published occasionally profiling 

a member of the congregation. 

Gilbert and his wife Emma (Buesing) Fleck were 

married in 1930 and are the proud parents of 

four children and nineteen grandchildren. 

Gilbert attended the Gretna Public School and 

graduated in 1924. 

For 17 years Gilbert farmed west of Gretna. In 

1939 he started a blacksmith shop in the building 

his family business still occupies. In 1948, he 

and his family moved to town. 

Gilbert is currently the president and manager 

of two, family corporations, Fleck Enterprises and 

G. P. Fleck and Sons Heating and Air Conditioning. 

Gilbert says, “I like to go over to my old blacksmith 

shop and make things out of steel. I have made 

some machines that enable us to make our work 

easier and faster. I made the coat rack in the 

church in 1955.”  

Gilbert has faithfully served Resurrection in many 

ways. He was the church treasurer when the 

new church was built and was on the Building 

Committee when the educational unit was built.  

Gilbert is a great sports enthusiast. He follows 

all the local athletic contests. He and his wife 

get great enjoyment watching their grandchildren 

participate. They attend all Nebraska football 

games and they have attended 12 bowl games.  

When we asked Gilbert about his goals in life, 

he said, “I feel as though I am a positive thinker. 

I try to hold high standards in our business. I'm 

hoping my good life continues with God's help 

through my remaining years.” He said, “My 

faith gives me inspiration and guidance.”  

Submitted by:  Jim Eichner, RELC Archive Team 

*If you have any stories of the past, 

please contact Jim Eichner at  

Eichnerj6527@msn.com.  

 

mailto:Eichnerj6527@msn.com
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February Finance Report 
 

 Feb '21 YTD '21 Budget '21 

  (2 month) (12 months) 

Income:    

   Local Offering $21,379  $36,254  $304,717  

   Other Giving $3,312  $5,507  $31,095  

General Budget Total $24,691  $41,761  $335,812  
    

Expenses:    

   Administrative $17,746  $33,487  $256,040  

   Benevolence $10,863  $10,863  $33,472  

   Christian Education $182  $182  $7,740  

   Golden Age $0  $0  $300  

   Health Ministry $0  $0  $1,050  

   Outreach $0  $75  $7,500  

   Property $1,647  $3,464  $30,225  

   Stewardship $0  $0  $700  

   Technology $380  $911  $2,460  

   Worship and Music $270  $270  $10,105  

General Budget Total $31,087  $49,252  $349,592  

Net Profit (Loss) ($6,396) ($7,491) ($13,779) 
    

  FEB '20 YTD '20  

Total Income $27,223  $47,513   

Total Expenses $24,458  $61,572   

      

Net Profit (Loss) $2,764  ($14,059)    

 

**PENDING areas are not needed at this time.  Watch your 

email, Facebook, and website for further updates. 

Connectors: Thank you for agreeing to be a greeter and for 

providing a warm welcome to our members and visitors as they 

arrive for worship! If you are unable to be here for your designated 

Sunday, you are responsible to find your own substitute.  If you no 

longer want to be on the greeter schedule, please contact Brenda 

Fleck and Anne Brodin. 

Traditional Service 8:30 am  

4/4     Pending 

4/11   Pending 

4/18   Pending 

4/25   Pending 

Contemporary 10:00 am 

4/4     Pending 

4/11   Pending 

4/18   Pending 

4/25   Pending 

Servers in April 
Head Usher: 

     5:30 pm (Sat.) Pending 

   8:30 am (4/4) Rich Killingsworth 

   10:00 am (4/4) Brian Roeber, (4/11, 4/18) 

                   Rich Killingsworth, (4/25) Eric 

                   Carlson 

  Flowers & Bulletins:  

Altar Guild: Pending  

Lay Readers:  

   5:30 pm (Sat.-4/10, 4/17, 4/24) Lona Pinkall 

  8:30 am (4/4 Easter Only) Jonathan Rippe 

 10:00 am Arielle Clark 

Church Council Schedule:  

-Saturday Blended 5:30 pm 

   4/3 No Service 

   4/10  Darren Elliott  

   4/17   Lexie Frahm 

   4/24   Linda Karas 

-Traditional 8:30 am   

   4/4     Dave Schram, Bill Schwarten  

   4/11   Pending 

   4/18   Pending 

   4/25   Pending 

-Contemporary 10:00 am 

   4/4     Open 

   4/11   Dave Schram, Bill Schwarten, Rich 

         Killingsworth 

   4/18   Dave Schram, Bill Schwarten, Rich 

         Killingsworth 

   4/25   Becky Wagner, Bill Schwarten, Rich 

         Killingsworth 

Acolytes:  

-Saturday Blended 5:30 pm 

   4/3 No Service 

   4/10  Elliot Reece 

   4/17   Michael Sheridan 

   4/24   Michael Sheridan  

-Traditional 8:30 am 

   4/4     Landon Shea,  

   4/11   Pending 

   4/18   Pending 

   4/25   Pending 

-Contemporary 10:00 am  

   4/4     Lexi Wagner, Miles Cradduck 

   4/11   Reese Johnson, Myla Johnson 

   4/18   Open 

   4/25   Tristian Wright, Tatum Wright   
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Andrew Stednitz 4/2 

Deb Wallman 4/3 

Darren Elliott 4/3 

Bonnie Essen 4/5 

Eric Reineke 4/5 

Nathan Reineke 4/5 

Ianne Wolken 4/6 

Daryl Jahn 4/7 

Lincoln Hjelm 4/7 

Louis Essen 4/9 

Jon Ellingson 4/10 

Lloyd Lemke 4/10 

Erin North 4/10 

Doug Ayer 4/11 

Roger Asche 4/13 

Sarah Shea 4/14 

Ryder Reynoldson 4/14 

Keri Cradduck 4/14 

Jacob Ellingson 4/15 

Garett Ostdiek-

Wille 4/15 

Charlie Tickner 4/15 

Darlene Dietze 4/16 

Brennan Klug 4/16 

Carole Perchal 4/16 

Patty Haver 4/17 

Cindy Henning 4/17 

Robert Elliott 4/18 

Brad Wolverton 4/18 

Liem Doan 4/18 

Raelynn Milliman 4/18 

Sue Bose 4/19 

Scott Drews 4/19 

Jordan Josoff 4/19 

Tricia Prince 4/19 

Rex Romano 4/19 

Jessica Wegener 4/19 

Brandon Behney 4/20 

Anthony Falgione 4/20 

Ron Liermann 4/22 

Emmitt Knight 4/22 

Jamison Karas 4/23 

Brenda Anderson 4/24 

Kaleb Schuery 4/24 

Ryan Shea 4/25 

James Sells 4/25 

Addisyn Slusher 4/26 

Maggie Slusher 4/26 

Cody Malone 4/27 

Macy Flynn 4/27 

Jackson Tickner 4/27 

Kari Bergsten 4/28 

Steve Stamm 4/28 

Janel Asche 4/29 

Brent Falgione 4/29 

Rachel Wright 4/30 

 
 

 
 
 
 

                                         Name_________                                            Date _        Years                                  

Brent and Michelle Falgione 4/13 19 

Darren and Brooke Elliott 4/18 6 

Rick and Joy Vodicka 4/20 19 

Gary and Krista Long 4/21 14 

Dennis Tresca and Raedawn Johnson-Tresca 4/22 4 

John and Ianne Wolken 4/23 38 

Paul and Judy Dietrich 4/28 48 

Jerry and LaRene Walker 4/29 49 

Ronald and Connie Sydzyik 4/30 55 

Kris and Becky Wagner 4/30 16 

Ronald and Connie Sydzyik 4/30 55 
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ADS & OPPORTUNITIES 
ADULT FORUM: EXILE AND RETURN 

“The Wilderness Journey Home” 

Join us for our upcoming Adult Forum 

as we relate the struggle of God’s 

people in the 6th century BC, their Exile 

in Babylon and journey home to 

Jerusalem, to our struggle in the 21st century AD, 

as we start the journey home from our viral exile.  

This study will be on Saturdays at 10:00 a.m. 

and will continue into the Summer, so come 

along and join the adventure! 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87953507438?pwd=

WnU2dFVvcjNpbytoeStZRGZmSGdCZz09 

Meeting ID: 879 5350 7438 

Passcode: 918225 

Books for our study are made available through a 

Thrivent Action Plan grant and all sessions will be 

uploaded to our YouTube channel if the time of 

the session doesn’t work in your schedule or a 

weekend is missed! 

2021 ANNUAL GRETNA AMERICAN LEGION 

Leonard Conley Post 216 FISH FRY 

Join us for our last Fish Fry on 

April 2nd at the Gretna 

American Legion, 11690 S. 

216th St., Gretna for an “All 

you can eat!” FISH FRY every Friday from 5:00-

8:00 p.m. Adults-$12, Veterans-$10, Kids (2-12)-

$6, Under 2 FREE. $1.50 Draft Bud Light! 

SUPPORTING OUR KIDS IN A TIME OF STRESS 

Date:     Thursday, April 15, 2021 

Time: 6:30-8:00 p.m.  

Online Webinar 

Join us for a 1-hour virtual 

presentation on supporting our Kids in a Time 

of Stress by Nigel Wrangham. Nigel is a 

University Professor and licensed alcohol/drug 

counselor.  He has delivered unique, customized 

prevention trainings throughout the United 

States since 1999. 

Please get signed up today at http://events.constant 

contact.com/register/event?llr=pw7qdxzab&oeidk=a

07ehi7nf0p1d9a457e. 

If you have any questions about this webinar, 

please contact Kayla Leintz, Region V Systems, 

402-441-4346, kleintz@region5systems.net. 

RONALD MCDONALD_HOUSE CHARITIES 

 TOPGOLF Tournament 

Save the Date: Thursday, April 22, 

2021, Topgolf Omaha, 4:00-7:00 p.m. 

This is a great opportunity to not 

only support the families that Ronald 

McDonald House Charities in Omaha serves, but 

also a fun team-building opportunity for golfers 

of all levels!  Each bay of up to 6 golfers will 

experience a 30-minute warm up, 2 hours of Top 

Contender competitive play, and an opportunity 

to play the Hole in One Challenge, followed by 

a short awards presentation.  Bays are climate-

controlled so play will happen rain or shine.  To 

get signed up go to: 

https://rmhcomaha.org/events/golf/.  

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS PRESENTS 

 Game Feed-May 1st, St. Patrick’s Parish Center 

The Knights of Columbus presents a 

night of delicious delicacies at St. 

Patrick’s Parish Center in Gretna 

during their “Game Feed” evening on May 1st.  

Doors open at 5:15 p.m. for drinks and appetizers, 

followed by dinner at 6:00 p.m., a silent auction 

at 7:00 p.m., and ending with a live auction at 

8:00 p.m.  While you’re there, you’ll enjoy live 

music from local Gretna musician, Tyler Anthony.  

Foods to enjoy at the evening’s dinner will 

include whole alligator, pheasant, quail, duck, 

dove, Canada goose, deer, elk, turkey, hog, and 

more.  

To order tickets, contact Bruce at 402-521-4262 or 

Al at 402-203-5100.  Ticket prices are $40-single, 

$240-table of 6.  Tickets are limited, so get them 

today. 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87953507438?pwd=WnU2dFVvcjNpbytoeStZRGZmSGdCZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87953507438?pwd=WnU2dFVvcjNpbytoeStZRGZmSGdCZz09
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=pw7qdxzab&oeidk=a07ehi7nf0p1d9a457e
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=pw7qdxzab&oeidk=a07ehi7nf0p1d9a457e
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=pw7qdxzab&oeidk=a07ehi7nf0p1d9a457e
https://rmhcomaha.org/events/golf/
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2021 LAY READERS NEEDED 

If you love to read and are 

available for our Saturday, 5:30 

p.m. or Sunday, 10:00 a.m. 

worship services, we need you.  

We are looking for individuals to read two 

lessons during our worship services for one 

month. Please go to our sign-up genius at: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f054da4a

62fa4f85-layreaders.  Thank you for your help! 

2021 FLOWER/BULLETIN SIGN UP 

           SIGN-UP NOW!!     

Our online altar flower and bulletin 

sign-up for 2021 is now available. 

Go to our sign-up genius at 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0a 

44acad29a5f58-altar or call the church office 

to get signed up today at 402-332-3383.  The 

suggested donation for bulletin sponsorship is 

$20. If you are interested, Country Floral gives all 

Gretna churches altar flowers at cost. They will 

also deliver and set them up for you.  You don’t 

even have to leave your house.   

NOTE: If you have taken the brass flower liners 

home with your flowers, please return them at 

your earliest convenience.  We only have a few 

sets, and they are needed each week to add the 

flower bouquets to for the altar.  Thank you! 

RELC QUILTERS  

The RELC Quilters group will 

be meeting on the 2nd & 4th 

Tuesday of every month at 

1:00 p.m. in the café.  

If you have any unused cotton or cotton blend 

fabric or sheets (size of quilt squares), please 

consider donating these items to help to defray 

the costs of our donated quilts. Contact Judy Feit 

or Susan Clegg with questions. 

PRAYER REQUESTS  

If you would like us to pray for you 

or someone you know, please fill 

out the prayer sheet in your bulletin, 

send the office an email, or give the 

office a call to give your church family the 

opportunity to add it to their daily prayers!!!  If 

you are going into the hospital, be sure and let 

the office know so that we can be there for you 

with prayerful support. All prayer requests will 

be added to the bulletin for one month only, 

unless you contact us to let us know that further 

prayers are needed.  God bless you! 

FOLLOWERS OF CHRIST PRISON MINISTRY 

If you’re interested in being a 

part of the prison ministry 

program, contact Scott Drews if 

you would like more information 

at 402-670-8259 or sdrews@bhhc.com.  

AREA 41: AA-GRETNA FRIDAY NIGHT GROUP 

Each day thousands of people are 

diagnosed with alcohol-related 

problems. Thousands more die 

from these ailments. Well, they don't 

have to.  At Alcoholics Anonymous meetings in 

Gretna, NE you will find help, support and self-

empowerment from a group of people who 

were once; or still are but are making it through, 

alcohol addiction. Are you an addict or are 

suffering from an alcohol-related ailment? 

Join us on Friday nights at 8:00 p.m. in the café at 

Resurrection Lutheran Church in Gretna.  Enter 

through the north doors.  We are here for you. 

PROJECT HOPE FOOD PANTRY  

Our church supports the Project 

Hope Food Pantry.  Drop off all 

items at the Outreach Corner.  

Monetary donations can be sent 

to:  Project Hope, Inc., 6201 N. 60th Street, Omaha, 

NE 68104 or go to projecthopeomaha.org to make 

an online donation. During this time of Covid-19, 

our services are limited. We will not be accepting 

clothing or household items at this time. 

Food Needs: 

Oatmeal, pancake mix, maple syrup, cereal bars, 

granola bars, mandarin oranges, applesauce, 

canned beans including black/kidney/navy/ 

refried, tuna, hamburger helper, pasta including 

egg noodles/spaghetti/macaroni/penne/orzo, 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f054da4a62fa4f85-layreaders
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f054da4a62fa4f85-layreaders
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0a44acad29a5f58-altar
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0a44acad29a5f58-altar
mailto:sdrews@bhhc.com
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brown or white rice, sugar, canned pasta meals, 

salsa, condiments (ketchup, mustard, mayo, 

salad dressings). 

Personal Care & Household Needs: 

shampoo, conditioner, body wash, deodorant, 

toothpaste, toothbrushes, hand soap & hand 

sanitizer, small bottles of liquid dish soap & small 

bottles of laundry detergent 

Paper Products & Baby/Clothing Needs:   

toilet paper, facial tissue, paper towels, diapers 

sizes 3, 4, 5 & 6 and baby wipes 

Collect Family Fare Receipts 

Direct Your Dollars is a receipt-based 

program sponsored by the Family 

Fare stores.  You can help us raise 

money simply by doing something you do each 

week - going to the grocery store.  Send your 

entire receipt to Project Hope. 

GRETNA NEIGHBORS FOOD PANTRY 

The pantry will continue with our "open pantry 

hours" the first and third Saturday morning of 

each month from 9-11 a.m. and the second 

Wed. evening of the month from 6-7 p.m.  

The next open pantry dates are as follows: 

Saturday, April 3rd   

9-11 a.m. 

Wednesday, April 14th  

6-7 p.m. 

Saturday, April 17th   

9-11 a.m. 

NO CLIENTS WILL BE ALLOWED TO ENTER 

THE PANTRY UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE.  

Only Gretna Neighbors board members and 

trained volunteers will be allowed inside to 

adhere to social-distancing protocols and to 

protect the safety of everyone involved. 

RELC – WAYS TO GIVE YOUR OFFERINGS 

               MAIL 

 

Resurrection Evangelical Lutheran Church 

153 S McKenna Avenue, Gretna, NE 68028 

Please include your designation (general, building, 

memorial) in the memo line of your check to 

ensure it goes to area you would like it to go to. 

 

TEXT 

 

Text to 402-875-6081 and type $amount (eg $10) 

in the message to set up a one-time or recurring 

donation. 

            ONLINE 

Visit www. Relchurch.net 

Click the Vanco symbol to set up a one time 

or recurring donation 

SEND US YOUR PICTURES  

If you have any pictures you’d like 

included in the Messenger or on 

Facebook, please email them to the 

office. We’d enjoy seeing what your 

team is doing or what’s happening in your groups. 

PLEASE NOTE – IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO ENSURE THAT YOU HAVE 

PERMISSION OF ALL PEOPLE WITHIN YOUR PHOTOS TO SHARE ON SOCIAL 

MEDIA OUTLETS BEFORE SUBMITTING. WE WANT TO SHARE THESE MEMORIES 

BUT ALSO RESPECT THE PRIVACY OF OTHERS. 

PRAYER SHAWL GROUP  

If you knit or crochet, or would like 

to learn, you are invited to join the 

RELC Prayer Shawl Group!  We create 

shawls that are available for anyone 

in our congregation to be distributed to friends 

or family going through a personal crisis, whether it 

is illness, loss or other concern.  We also have 

some cancer hats and “prayer squares” available!  

Blankets for our newly baptized little ones are also 

made by our members!  If you have any questions 

or would like to be involved in making some of 

these items, contact Karen Hitz at 402-212-2589. 

*If you know of someone who is in need of a 

prayer shawl, prayer square or cancer hat at this 

time, please call the office at 402-332-3383. 

SAVE YOUR LABELS!  

The Local and World Service team is 

collecting Best Choice labels.  The 

money raised will be donated to Gretna 

Neighbors and Project Hope.  Just purchase Best 

 Donate  
      or  
Pay Here 

 

http://www/
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Choice products (locally at McKinney’s and Super 

Saver), cut out the UPC code with Best Choice 

written above it, and place in the box by the 

food donation corner with the yellow shelving. 

We are collecting box tops for education.  

Please trim the edges and drop them 

in the box in food donation corner. 

ALUMINUM CAN COLLECTION!  

Bring your empty cans to the container 

outside of the west door of the 

church-in the alley. We please ask 

that you do not crush them.  The can needs to 

be visible for refund purposes. The proceeds 

will go to Least of My Brethren. 

SAVE YOUR POP TABS! 

The Ronald McDonald house is still 

collecting pop tabs.  Please drop off 

your tabs by the food donation corner 

with the yellow shelving.  Your tabs will 

help cover costs that support families  

with a seriously ill or injured child. 

 

WITH SYMPATHY 
With sympathy, please pray for 

our sister congregation in 

Tanzania for the loss of Pr. 

Aaron Urio on February 22nd. Pr. 

Urio had visited Resurrection several years ago 

and made many friends in our RELC congregation.  

He will be missed by many. 

-Per Phone Visit, Anita deFreese, Gretna, NE 

----------------------------------------------------- 

Our thoughts and prayers go out 

to the family and friends of Ernie 

Olsan. Ernie, who has been a 

long-time member of Resurrection, 

passed away on March 16th.  Services were held at 

RELC on March 26th. Please pray for comfort and 

strength for his family during this time. 

 

CELEBRATION OF BAPTISM 

Congratulations to Stephanie Kersten 

and Keaton Shears on the baptism of 

their son, Kash James Shears.  Kash  

was baptized at our 10:00 a.m. service on Sunday, 

March 21, 2021. The Sponsors for Kash are 

Delaney Shears, Courtney Bockman and Jerry 

Bockman.  We welcome Kash James into our 

church family as a baptized Child of God! 

 
A NOTE OF THANKS 

Thank you for submitting your 

congregation’s 2021 mission share 

intent form.  We are grateful for your 

continued participation in mission 

share, and for your participation in the work of 

the whole church together.  Through it, you 

change lives and make so much possible. Please 

know that your synod staff prays for you daily 

and is blessed to walk with you and accompany 

you in God’s work together…..On behalf of all of 

your siblings in Christ here in Nebraska and 

around the world, thank you so much? 

-God’s blessings and peace, Angela Geier, Synod 

------------------------------------------------------ 

To the Resurrection Church, 

I’m writing to thank you for the delicious 

casserole that Bryan Ralston delivered to our 

door.  What a kind and thoughtful thing for your 

church to do.  I recently had knee replacement 

surgery, so my caretaker husband, Bill, was 

happy to see he got a day off from cooking!  

Please know it was greatly appreciated. 

-In God’s love, Charlotte Lewis 

------------------------------------------------------ 

Dear Resurrection members, 

It is with appreciation that I write to thank you 

for your monetary support with your donation of 

$348.87 give to Project Hope, Inc.  with check 

#11498.  Your donation will be used to provide 

much needed help for those who come to see us 

for assistance and hope. 

Project Hope is proud that we are able to offer 

our clients food, clothing, and personal care 

items at no cost and that is because of the gifts 

we receive from churches and organizations. 
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Your generosity will alow us to continue to serve 

the hungry and those in need.  Thank you so 

much for choosing to support Project Hope and 

our mission. 

-Blessings to you, Veda Keebler, Exec. Director 

------------------------------------------------------ 

A huge thank you to Tamara Bohling and Luann 

Klaumann for sharing their Thriven Choice 

donation of $347.00.   We are honored that you 

chose to share your gift with us.  Thank you! 

-----------------------------------------------------

Dear Resurrection members 

It is with great appreciation that I write to thank 

you for your support with your donation of a 

grocery cart full of food items delivered to 

Project Hope, Inc. on March 2nd. Your donations 

help us provide much needed help to those 

who come to us for assistance and hope……. 

Your generosity allows us to serve the hungry 

and those in need during difficult times.  Thank 

you so much for choosing to support Project 

Hope and our mission. 

-Blessings to you, Veda Keebler, Exec. Director 

----------------------------------------------------- 

Dear Resurrection members, 

It is with great appreciation that I write to thank 

you for your monetary support with your gift of 

$100.00 given to Project Hope, Inc. as a Lenten 

offering.  Your donation will be used to provide 

much needed help for those who come to see 

us for assistance and hope…… 

-blessings to you, Veda Keebler, Exec. Director 

----------------------------------------------------- 

Dear RELC 

Thank you for your generous $1,046.61 gift made 

to the Siena Francis House on February 15, 2021.   

Since 1975, the Siena Francis House has served 

individuals experiencing homelessness in the 

Omaha metropolitan community.  Your support 

makes a real and meaningful difference and 

impact in the lives of our neighbors every day 

through shelter, food, case management, 

addiction recovery, and permanent support 

housing.  You are helping people like Suzanne, 

who came to us abused, homeless and suffering 

from mental illness.  Because of the services 

Suzanne received at Siena Francis House, she is 

now housed out in the community, with supports 

available to help her manage her mental illness 

and to continue on a path to self-sufficiency. 

You may be interested to know that, in all of 2019, 

the Siena Francis House provided emergency 

shelter stays to 2,894 individuals and served 

462,833 meals to the hungry and homeless in 

our community.  The need continues every year, 

so your gift is so important to our mission. 

Again thank you very much for your generous gift 

to the Siena francis House.  It is only because of 

your caring support that we are able to fulfill our 

mission of serving the homeless of our community 

with the repect and dignity they deserve.  

-With gratitude, Linda Twomey, Executive Director 

--------------------------------------------------------- 

Thank you to Erick Hill for filling in for us while 

Pastor James was vacationing in Texas. 
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Dear members of Resurrection Church 

Ash Wednesday Offering-$905.00 

Your generosity will provide food assistance to 

many families and individuals of all ages. 

We will use it to restock our freezers with 

chicken, hot dogs and other meat. 

Thank you for your continued support to assist 

those in need. 

-Sincerely, Gretna Neighbors 

-----------------------------------------------------

Thank you to the members of Resurrection 

Evangelical Lutheran Church from the Nebraska 

Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America. In grateful appreciation for giving 

$17,066.42 for the Mission Support beyond the 

congregation for synod and churchwide 

ministries of the ELCA. 

-Brian Maas, NE ELCA Synod Bishop 

-Elizabeth Eaton, ELCA, Presiding Bishop 

----------------------------------------------------- 

Dear Resurrection members, 

It is with great appreciation that I write to thank 

you for your support with your donation of a 

grocery cart full of food items delivered to Project 

Hope, Inc. on March 9th.  Your donations help us 

provide much needed help to those who come 

to us for assistance and hope……. 

-Blessings to you, Veda Keebler, Exec. Director 

-----------------------------------------------------

Dear Friends in Christ 

Greetings from Nebraska Lutheran Campus 

Ministry! And THANK YOU for helping us to 

serve Christ by serving others through your 

support and prayers.  We are most grateful for 

your gift of $30 in support of the students we 

serve. Thank you!! We are blessed by you, and 

grateful for all you do in Christ!!! 

With this new year, we have renewed hope.  

Hope that rests in God, and faith that together 

we can continue to reach out, connnect (virtually 

and in person!) and make a difference in the 

lives of all we serve. 

Please know that through you, Christ’s love is 

made known.  On behalf of the students we 

serve, invite and hold in prayer, thank you. 

Thank you for your prayers and support. 

-Sincerely, Jon Fredricks, Exec. Director, NLCM 

-----------------------------------------------------

On behalf of Tabitha, I would like to thank you 

for your generous donation of $104.00 As a 

mission driven, for-purpose organization, 

Tabitha is committed to serving in our 

community.  Whether that means delivering a 

hot-nutritious meal or home care support to a 

neighbor, providing a living community to a 

friend, or by offering compassionate end of life 

support, Tabitha is the answer.   

Your generous contribution allows us to provide 

the dignity and love to those Tabitha is called to 

serve.  We can continue to care because YOU 

continue to give!  Community support is critical 

to our ability to serve.  Tabitha will continue to 

set the standard for excellence and remain the 

provider of choice for our friends andneighbors 

in need. 

We deeply appreciate your contributions which 

directly help support older adults in our 

community.  Thank you for keeping Tabitha and 

those we serve in your hearts! 

-Sincerely, Susie Egr, Vice President, Business Dev. 

---------------------------------------------------------

On behalf of everyone here at Resurrection, we’d 

like to send a “HUGE THANK YOU” for three 

Thrivent Action Plans that were give by members 

of our congregation. Thank you to Pr. James Sells 

for using his action plan to purchase our Adult 

Forum, Exile and Return Books.  Thank you to 

Larry & Beth Rippe for using their action plan to 

help purchase new equipment to helop provide 

audio recording for our services.  Thank you to 

Craig Mohling for using his action plan to 

purchase supplies for our spring clean up of our 

church landscaping.  

 

 



22 

FROM THE OFFICE 

 

 

*Check out the Communication Schedule 

located on the south bulletin board to see 

when information is due to the office. 

MAY MESSENGER ARTICLES ARE DUE: 

• Thursday, April 15th by 12:00 p.m. 

BULLETIN ANNOUCEMENTS ARE DUE: 

• Wednesday morning by 10:00 a.m. 

---------------------------------------------------- 
OUR COMMUNICATION APP! 

 

 

This app allows us to communicate about 

emergency cancellations. Enter this link into 

your browser https://band.us/n/a3ae23c8A9i3b 

or scan the QR code to join and be the first to 

know about any schedule changes due to 

severe weather or other emergencies! 

----------------------------------------------------- 

COVID-19 UPDATE FOR RELC 

We continue in Phase II of our stage 

re-opening. Church is available in-

person and online. Overflow seating is 

available in the courtyard if attendance 

surpasses our worship spaces.  

Please stay connected through the church’s 

Facebook page at: https://www.facebook.com/ 

RELCgretna and through our YouTube channel:  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjXnhZfhxi

pkc5ZTA6SrHUw. Don’t miss hearing God’s word 

as Pr. James Sells shares the Gospel with us each 

week. 

The church will be open during office hours to 

drop off items for Project Hope. The church 

office is open but will be keeping with social 

distancing protocol. Contact the office by phone 

at 402-332-3383 or email theoffice@relchurch.net 

if you have any questions or need any support.   

 

OPPORTUNTIES WITHIN RELC 

The following opportunities are available NOW! 

Paid Positions: 

• Part-Time Worship Service Accompanist 

Contact: Matt@singomaha.org 

Volunteer Needs: 

• Youth Underground Leaders 

• Lay Reader Coordinator & Readers 

Contact: theoffice@relchurch.net 

• Sunday School Teachers/Substitute 

Teachers 

Contact: theoffice@relchurch.net 

• Sound Board Technician, PowerPoint 

Assistant, Electric Guitarist  

Contact: Matt@singomaha.org 

 

April BIBLE MEMORY VERSE 

                                     Ephesians 1:7 

      7In him we have redemption 
through his blood, the forgiveness 

  of our trespasses, according to 
        the riches of his grace 

 

 

https://band.us/n/a3ae23c8A9i3b
https://www.facebook.com/RELCgretna
https://www.facebook.com/RELCgretna
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjXnhZfhxipkc5ZTA6SrHUw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjXnhZfhxipkc5ZTA6SrHUw
mailto:theoffice@relchurch.net
mailto:Matt@singomaha.org
mailto:theoffice@relchurch.net
mailto:theoffice@relchurch.net
mailto:Matt@singomaha.org
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ALL SERVICES, PROGRAMMING & EVENTS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

(You will be notified by email & Facebook) 

 

 

 

 

SS=Sunday School      CY=Courtyard       FH=Fellowship Hall       SR=Silver Ridge       GPL=Gretna Public Library     Sanc=Sanctuary 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

    
 

April 1 
7:00pm Maundy 
Thursday Worship 
and 5th Grade First 
Communion-FH 

April 2 
7:00pm Good 
Friday 
Worship-
Sanc. 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00pm AA 

April 3 
10:00am Adult 
Forum-Zoom  
NO Worship 
Service 

April 4 
6:45am Sunrise Easter 
Worship @ Matt & Linda 
Anderson’s House 
8:30am In-Person Easter 
Worship Service-FH 
9:00am Sunday School  
10:00am In-Person Easter 
Worship Service-FH 
-------- 
Online Services  
linktr.ee/relcgretna  

April 5 April 6 April 7 
7:00pm 
Underground 
Organizational 
meeting for Mission 
Trip & Games 

April 8 April 9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00pm AA 

April 10 
8:00am Property 
Spring Cleaning 
10:00am Adult 
Forum-Zoom 
5:30pm In-Person 
Communion 
Worship Service-
Sanc. 

April 11 
9:00am Sunday School 
9:35am B&M Team 
10:00am In-Person 
Communion Worship 
Service-FH 
After Service-Acolyte 
Training & Refresh 
-------- 
Online Services  
linktr.ee/relcgretna 

April 12 April 13 
1:00pm 
Quilters 
7:00pm 
Outreach 
  

April 14 
7:00pm 
Underground Bible 
Study 
  

April 15 April 16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00pm AA 

April 17 
8:00am Rain Date 
for Property Spring 
Cleaning 
9:00-11:00am 
Underground 
Service Project 
10:00am Adult 
Forum-Zoom 
5:30pm In-Person 
Worship Service-
Sanc. 

April 18 
9:00am Sunday School 
10:00am In-Person 
Worship Service-FH 
After Service-Acolyte 
Training & Refresh   
-------- 
Online Services  
linktr.ee/relcgretna 

April 19 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 20 
7:00pm 
Council 
Meeting 
In Person & 
Zoom  
 
 
 

April 21 
 
 
 

April 22 

 
 

April 23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00pm AA 

April 24 
9:00-11:00am 
Underground 
Service Project 
10:00am Adult 
Forum-Zoom 
5:30pm In-Person 
Communion 
Worship Service-
Sanc. 

April 25 
9:00am Sunday School 
10:00am In-Person 
Communion Worship 
Service-FH  
-------- 
Online Services  
linktr.ee/relcgretna 

April 26 April 27 
1:00pm 
Quilters 

April 28 
 

April 29 April 30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00pm AA 

 

APRIL 
2021 
Calendar 
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Contact Information 

Pastor James Sells’ Hours  

   In the office-T-F, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

  Tuesday-Thursday by appointment 

Office Hours 

  8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., Monday-Friday 

Church Phone Number 

  402-332-3383 

Pastor James Sells’ Phone 

  402-759-6347 

Email Address for Church 

  theoffice@relchurch.net 

Church Website 

  www.relchurch.net 

Email Address for Pastor James Sells 

  PastorJames@relchurch.net 

 

A PRAYER FOR APRIL, for morning- 

You may make the sign of the cross. 

I am a beloved child of God, marked with the 

cross of Christ forever. Your mercies are new 

every morning. (Based on Lam. 3:23) Thank 

you, gracious God, for the gift of this new day. 

Awaken me to your abiding presence; open 

my eyes to your creation; open my ears to 

your promises; open my heart to the needs 

of others. Fill me with your Spirit and guide 

me this day in works of kindness, justice, and 

mercy. I ask this in the name of Jesus, the 

light and life of the world. Amen. 

                   ELCA, Daily Prayers and Blessings 

Return Service Requested 

RESURRECTION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

153 S McKenna Ave. 

Gretna, Nebraska 68028 

mailto:theoffice@relchurch.net
http://www.relchurch.net/
mailto:PastorJames@relchurch.net

