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 MESSENGER  

  

From the Pastor’s Desk 

To the people of God gathered together at Resurrection 

Evangelical Lutheran Church. Grace to you and peace from 

God the Father and from our lord and savior, Jesus Christ.  

2020 closes as something of a mixed bag for sure. On 

one hand we have the pandemic which has been damaging to the gathering 

of the saints within the church building and without. This has caused a host of 

challenges, even as the lives of its members have been made challenging in the 

world. On the other hand, this year has provided a brand new mission field 

for the church as we have sought to carry our message to a world under 

pandemic. As a result, our ministry has been drastically affected. On the 

surface these changes hardly bear recounting because they have been so 

ubiquitous but as we consider this year it is still helpful to put voice to them 

as a way of bringing this chaotic year into focus as we look ahead to 2021.  

As a minister of the Word and Sacrament my primary challenge this year has 

been worship. It has been exceedingly difficult to lead services where we have 

been unable to engage in fundamental practices of our Lutheran tradition; 

in-service communion, singing, chanting, sharing of greetings and the peace, 

gathering as the body unfettered by mask and attendance limitations. While 

these things have been difficult and have felt uncomfortable to our Lutheran 

sensibilities, it is helpful for us to remember that, more than our preferences 

for worship, we are called to love our neighbors as ourselves and to engage 

in practices that support that love. As such our worship this year has been 

shaped by the recommendations and guidance from the synod and the CDC 

in order to limit transmission and exposure to covid-19. It is important to 

understand that our posture and policies during the pandemic has been an 

extension of our faith in love toward one another and the world as a reminder 

that sacrificial love is the example set by our Lord and taught by the apostles 

(John 15; 1 Cor. 13).  

In order to rise to this challenge, we have taken services online, recording 

them Saturday evening and uploaded them to our Facebook page and our 

YouTube channel (which we didn’t have at the beginning of the year but now 

carries a library of over 130 original videos -and growing- that supports  
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worship and education). When it became evident that the pandemic was not going to be a passing 

affliction, communion was offered weekly on Wednesday evenings at a time when the congregation was 

accustomed to coming to the church for a meal. While metrics and analytics from views on Facebook 

and YouTube are dubious the combination of in-person attendance and unique views online fell within 

the average worship attendance of 2019 and was significantly higher at the beginning of the pandemic 

when online services were a novelty. If nothing else 2020 has gotten us to think about our participation 

in the Body of Christ as a spiritual practice and that the worshiping body is not just about who is 

gathered together in a particular time and place but rather all those who gather in the name of Jesus 

Christ to worship and praise God whether this is Sunday morning in a pew or Thursday evening at 

home sitting in a recliner worshiping online through the TV or a device. 

Congregational life has also shifted both in terms of education and fellowship toward online spaces as 

the church developed a new website for confirmation and Sunday school with monthly fellowship events 

on zoom. Adult education has been offered on Saturdays mornings which took over from devotions 

and fellowship at that same time and place. This all began soon after restrictions took effect.  

One of my goals for this past year was to begin an ESL (English as a second language) group on Wednesday 

night supported by the mid-week meal. It would have been a great outreach to the community and 

refugee population in our county. Unfortunately, we only got through the initial conversations before 

the pandemic hit. Hopefully we will be able to pick this back up when things return to normal. In the 

meantime, the ministry we did create was the care calling network for our members who have become 

more shut in. Big thanks to everyone who participated in the ministry and it’s Fall project of the 

Christmas bags.  

While the congregation was largely away from the physical building of the church a number of projects 

were finished that should be lifted up. The most obvious is the completion of the Refresh Project Phase 2. 

The team did a wonderful job of making our physical church as welcoming as our spiritual church. I am 

very pleased that the building is thoroughly handy cap accessible. It also doesn’t hurt that the building 

is in design unity with itself. While this project was going on, we also replaced the sky light in the 

courtyard which was the origin of the odious smell in that portion of the building. Again, a big thank 

you to everyone who worked on this. 

Finally, I want to thank this faithful congregation who supported and continued the work of Christ at 

Resurrection. The world changed and we became a church that met those changing circumstances. It 

wasn’t always pleasant and has been a lot of work, but I feel completely confident that the posture we 

have adopted during the pandemic has been the stance which is most consistent with the final command 

of our Lord to love one another as we have been loved. This is the kind of love that Paul talks about in 1 

Corinthians 13. Even so I am ready for new life and Resurrection, Lord let it come soon.  

It has been quite the year, one that none of us would have chosen but as we go into 2021, I do feel as if 

we are being led through the wilderness from the viral exile back home. This impulse of the Spirit will 

shape my goals for this coming year as we turn our attention to the journey back to normalcy even while 

recognizing that this may be a long and difficult road. But we will walk it together and just like the Jews 

who came back from the Babylonian exile we will rebuild, and God will be with us.  

In Christ, 

 

 

Pr. James W. Sells 
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RESURRECTION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  

Pastor’s Report, November 17th – December 

15th   

OFFICIAL DUTIES: 

Funeral: 2 

 12/05: Mary Pfeffer Memorial Service 

 12/13: Craig Gissler Memorial Service 

RELC ACTIVITIES: 

 11/17:  Council Meeting 

 11/18:  Staff Meeting 

   Drive through Communion 

   Youth Group 

 11/21:  Adult Forum 

 11/25:  Staff Meeting 

   Drive Through Communion 

 11/26-11/27: Thanksgiving – Office closed 

 11/28:  Adult Forum: “Advent Hope” 

 11/29:  Advent Devotion 

 11/30:  Advent Devotion 

 12/01:  Text Study 

   Advent Devotion 

 12/02:  Staff Meeting 

   Advent Devotion 

   Drive Through Communion 

   Youth Group 

 12/03: Advent Devotions 

   Funeral Planning 

   My Staff Appraisal 

 12/04: Care Network Caravan: The care 

calling ministry delivered around 25 

Christmas bags to members who 

have been shut-in during the 

pandemic.  

   Advent Devotion 

 12/05: Adult Forum: “Advent Peace” 

 12/06:  Advent Devotion 

 12/07: Advent Devotion 

 12/08: Text Study 

   Advent Devotion 

   Zoom Outreach meeting 

 12/09: Staff Meeting 

   Advent Devotion 

   Drive Through Communion 

   Youth Group 

  

 12/10: Advent Devotion 

   Worship and Music Meeting 

 12/11: Advent Devotion 

 12/12: Adult Forum: “Advent Joy” 

   Advent Devotion 

 12/13: 1st through 5th grade zoom 

fellowship 

   Advent Devotion 

 12/14: Advent Devotion 

 12/15: Text Study 

   Advent Devotion 

   Seed Meeting 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

12/16:  Children’s “Live Nativity” Christmas 

            Program 

  Youth Underground Fundraiser 

12/21:  Blue Christmas  

12/24: Christmas Eve Services   

PASTORAL REFLECTION: 

As we close out the year we do so with hope in 

the Lord, trusting that we will be brought through 

the time of trial that has been 2020. We also 

trust that God will be with us as we make the 

wilderness walk back to normalcy in 2021. 

Highs: 1. Giving of Christmas Bags through the  

                care calling network. What a day of joy! 

  2. The discipline of the daily Advent 

                Devotions 

  3. Mental health is as good as it’s been  

                in the last few years.  

Lows: 1. Need to circle around again with the 

 high school ministry under pandemic  

 to re-engage.   We’ve had low participation 

 over the past month. Need to get that 

 staff hired.  

 
 

 

ELCA TEACHING 

The ELCA confesses the Triune God — Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit. We proclaim Jesus Christ 

as Lord and Savior. In our preaching and teaching 

the ELCA trusts the Gospel as the power of God 

for the salvation of all who believe. 
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ELCA teaching or theology serves the 

proclamation and ministry of this faith. It does 

not have an answer for all questions, not even 

all religious questions. Teaching or theology 

prepares members to be witnesses in speech 

and in action of God’s rich mercy in Jesus Christ. 

Scriptures, Creeds and Confessions 

The ELCA’s official Confession of Faith identifies 

the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments 

(commonly called the Bible); the Apostles’, 

Nicene and Athanasian Creeds; and the Lutheran 

confessional writings in the Book of Concord as 

the basis for our teaching. ELCA congregations 

make the same affirmation in their governing 

documents, and ELCA pastors and deacons 

promise to carry out their ministry in accordance 

with these teaching sources. This Confession of 

Faith is more than just words in an official 

document. Every Sunday in worship ELCA 

congregations hear God’s word from the 

Scriptures, pray as Jesus taught and come to 

the Lord’s Table expecting to receive the mercies 

that the Triune God promises. Throughout the 

week ELCA members continue to live by faith, 

serving others freely and generously in all that 

they do because they trust God’s promise in 

the Gospel. In small groups and at sick beds,  

in private devotions and in daily work, this faith 

saturates all of life. 

Teaching for a life of faith 

This connection to all of life is the clearest 

demonstration of the authority that the canonical 

Scriptures, the ecumenical Creeds and the 

Lutheran Confessions have in the ELCA.  

The Holy Spirit uses these witnesses to create, 

strengthen and sustain faith in Jesus Christ and 

the life we have in him. That life-giving work 

continues every day, as Martin Luther explained 

in the Small Catechism: the Holy Spirit “calls, 

gathers, enlightens and sanctifies the whole 

Christian church on earth and preserves it in 

union with Jesus Christ in the one true faith.” 

 

WALKING TOGETHER WORSHIP SERVICE 

January 27, 2021 

Epiphany is celebrated with the retelling of the 

story of the magi coming to visit Jesus and 

leads us into a story of radical hospitality and 

inclusiveness. The first Christmas was full of 

strangers being brought together and the 

marginalized invited to be part of the story. 

God welcomed all.  

God’s message of welcome calls us to gather 

for an Epiphany Walking Together worship. On 

Wednesday, January 27th at 7:30 p.m. CT/6:30pm 

MT we will gather online as God’s people, as the 

Nebraska Synod, as servants of the Lord, to 

worship outside of a Sunday morning to be the 

church walking together.  

 

The worship will be livestreamed online. Look 

for more details in the January 5th e-news and 

on the synod website and  Facebook page. For 

more information contact Deacon Sunni 

Richardson.  

---------------------------------------------------- 

2021 CAROL JOY HOLLING SUMMER CAMP 

The Theme for the 2021 Camp is “FEARLESS” 

Register by January 31st and 

receive $50 off and a CJH 

Camp lanyard! 

The Early Bird $50 discount 

only applies to full-week sessions at CJH camp, 

but all campers registered before January 31st 

will receive a lanyard.  

All summer camp registrations are done on their 

secure online registration site called UltraCamp.  

Just go to their website, click on the link to 

register, choose your session, pay your deposit 

and complete your registration.  If you have  

any questions or issues while registering, contact 

registrar@NLOM.org or call 402-944-2544. Look 

for the multi-child (same family) discounts too. 

Go to https://www.caroljoyholling.org/register.

 

 

 

https://t.e2ma.net/click/yfgidd/i7uj4v/2yd44j
https://t.e2ma.net/click/yfgidd/i7uj4v/ire44j
mailto:sunni@nebraskasynod.org
mailto:sunni@nebraskasynod.org
mailto:registrar@NLOM.org
https://www.caroljoyholling.org/register
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SISTER CONGREGATION 

       Concordia 

        Lutheran 

         Church 

       Concord, Nebraska 

At the NE ELCA Synod Assembly, we chose 

Concordia Lutheran Church in Concord, NE as 

our sister congregation in Nebraska.   

Most people do not know where Concord is.  

They are in the Northeast about 40 miles west 

of South Sioux City and 12 miles north of Wayne.   

Old Business includes: A motion was made and 

approved to purchase new fans for the narthex. 

Chad Sebade has agreed to give an estimate 

for the parsonage driveway and church ramp 

repair/replacement. The organ has been serviced 

by Walker Organ Service.  

New Business includes: DHSS grant of additional 

$1000 has been direct deposited for use for 

COVID related expenses. The outside light in 

west parking lot is burned out. A motion was 

made and approved to replace that with a LED 

light rented from the power company. Services 

will be cancelled for Nov. 15th and 22nd and we 

will re-evaluate situation after that time. We will 

not have a Thanksgiving Eve service. A special 

meeting for the purpose of electing 2 new 

council members will be held on Dec. 6th with a 

Dec. 13th snow date. The youth activities will be 

suspended for the near future due to current 

COVID restrictions. 

If you’d like to read more about Concordia, 

please go to their website to learn more at: 

https://www.concordialutheranelca.com/. 

 

SEED TEAM  
SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Our first semester of Sunday School has come 

to an end and we will begin our new semester 

soon.  Thank you to all our students and parents 

for participating in our fall program.  We hope 

you had some fun with it while learning all the 

great stories that the Bible has to share.  We 

look forward with anticipation for our next 

semester.  Watch for upcoming information in 

the weeks ahead.  We will be sending out an 

email soon. 

---------------------------------------------------- 

Children’s Live Nativity Christmas Program 

We had a great time at the children’s live 

nativity program.  We had 5 bonfires going and 

lots of participation to help the children sing.  

The high school sold cookies and hot chocolate. 

The children did a great job performing the 

Christmas story for us.  Thank you to Taya 

Honeyman, Claire Wolverton, Daniel Sells, John 

Sells, Luke Mefford, Carsten Slusher, Brooklyn 

Donahue, Gavin Honeyman, Brady Wolverton, 

Stacia Palser, Lexi Wagner and Tatum Wright.  

A BIG thank you to Becky Schnack and DeeAnn 

Hartman for producing the program. We would 

also like to thank Bill Schwarten and Dave 

Schram for building our stable, Rachel Wright 

for providing all the livestock, and Pr. James 

and everyone behind the scenes to help make 

this happen on such a chilly, but wonderful 

evening. 

† 

https://www.concordialutheranelca.com/
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--------------------------------------------------- 

ELCA Good Gifts Report  

 

 

 

The Sunday School classes would like to say 

“thank you” to everyone who purchased goats, 

pigs, chickens, roosters, latrines, schoolbooks, 

uniforms, food and other important items to 

help those in need in other countries.  Your 

gifts are so important to their livelihood.  We 

raised over $1406.00. Without the generosity 

from people like you their lives would be much 

more difficult.  Our Resurrection family has such 

a big heart for helping others and it really shows.   

God bless you all. 

----------------------------------------------------

LAMBS PROGRAMMING (1st-5th Grade) 

This year Lambs programming will 

be included in the Sunday School 

God’s World curriculum.  Please get 

your child signed up today.   

We will celebrate first communion with our 

2019-2020, 5th grade students when we return 

for Phase III, which will be after a vaccine has 

become available to everyone and we return to 

our regular worship services. Thank you for 

your continued understanding for your safety. 

---------------------------------------------------- 

CONFIRMATION 

6th through 8th Confirmation 2020-2021  

We will be facilitating Confirmation through a 

new portal this year called relckids.com. 

Confirmands will be able to engage in lessons 

in a self-completion framework. This program 

will be leavened with monthly zoom conversations 

to help build and retain community. 

Watch each month for email details from Pr. 

James on your monthly Zoom meeting. 

---------------------------------------------------- 

All 2019-2020 6th grade mentors and mentees 

will share their cross projects with the 

congregation on the second Sunday after we 

return to regular worship in Phase III of our return. 

----------------------------------------------------

6th Grade Mentor/Mentee 

The 2020/2021 

Mentor/Mentee meeting 

took place in August.  If 

you haven’t found a mentor yet, please do so 

today.  Contact Pr. James with any questions 

you may have.   
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Booklets for the Mentor/Mentee program are 

located in the Resurrection Café.  Stop by during 

normal hours to pick yours up today and sign 

the sheet provided that you received your book 

and who your mentor is.  You can also go to 

Relckids.com and print out your own booklet 

and email in who your sponsor is to 

theoffice@relchurch.net. Thank you! 

Watch each month for email details from Pr. 

James on your monthly Zoom meeting. 

---------------------------------------------------- 

CONGRATULATIONS! To our 2019/20 Confirmands.   

Pictured are: Reagan Bergsten, Rhett Bergsten, 

Ben Brodin, Karleigh North, Kate Roseland, 

Oliver Bitterman, Noelle Williams, Klare Peters, 

Lincoln Hjelm, Molly Colgrove, Caden Prince, 

Kenna Mikos and Carleigh Reoh. 

Confirmation Faith Statements: 2019-20 Class 

New Faith Statements Featured Monthly 
 

† † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † 

Ben Brodin 

Joshua 1:9 

 God is always in our lives and always working in 

our lives. He is in our lives and working in them 

even when we don’t know it or when we don’t 

accept it. He is in our lives when we sin against 

him. He is loving more than we will ever know. 

He loves us even though we are sinning every 

day. He even gave his only son to us and sacrificed 

Him so that we could live and go to heaven.  

 I love and believe in God because he is always 

with us and always will be. He is there for us and 

giving us the good and bad times. The one thing 

that is hard to remember sometimes but is true 

is that he always has our lives in his hands. We 

can be going through a terrible time but if we 

stop and look around there is always something 

that is good. Also, I believe that everything 

happens for a reason. The good and the bad 

things all happen for a reason and are all part 

of the big, amazing plan that he has for us and 

our future. 

 He is also always with us and giving us strength. 

If I am ever weak or need motivations in sports, 

workouts, or anything else that I could need to 

persevere through he is always going to be there 

and able to help me. I will always turn to him in 

bad times and look for answers and strength.  

 That brings me to my theme verse Joshua 1:9; 

“Be strong and courageous; do not be frightened 

or dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you 

wherever you go”. I picked this verse because it is 

all that I believe in God. I believe that he will 

always be with me and everyone else. I also 

believe that he is always giving us strength. He 

is giving me the strength to get through sport 

workouts, practice, a bad day or anything else 

that might be going on in my life.  

 God gave His only son Jesus to this world so 

that we could be saved and live without sin. He 

took our sins to the cross and died for us. The 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit are with us and 

always will be. He is with us through our 

worship and prayer. He will always answer our 

prayers, even when it seems like he didn’t. We 

can always turn to him in prayer when we need 

help in our lives.  

 I believe that He is always working in our lives 

and that he has a plan for us. This plan may not 

make sense now but someday everything will 

come together, and our lives will be blessed by 

Him. I believe that His plan for us has ups and 

downs in them. We will have good and bad 

days and that is just life. But then God will 

mailto:theoffice@relchurch.net
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come in and bless us and make up for those 

bad days. 

 I believe that God is going to be with me and 

give me strength and courage. I believe that he 

will always be with me through sin and 

anything else until the day I die. 

---------------------------------------------------- 

Kenna Mikos 

Joshua 1:9 

I believe that God is always with us at all times 

and through the bad and good. From the time 

I was little, God has always been there for me. 

When I would want something, I would pray, 

but now I thank Him for all He’s done. 

My verse that I chose shows how you should 

never be worried about what God has planned 

for you. “Be strong and courageous; do not be 

frightened or dismayed, for the Lord your God 

is with you wherever you go.” I chose this verse, 

Joshua 1:9, because it tells us how we should 

never be afraid, and that God is always there 

for us. I think that this verse also shows that we 

should always have trust in Him no matter what 

we are going through. When we are nervous 

about a test God is there for us. When we are 

scared to try something new, God is there for 

us. When we feel alone, God is there for us. 

When we make mistakes, He is there for us as 

well as when we overcome our fears and get 

frustrated with ourselves and others. 

I think this verse also means that you should 

never be afraid to ask for forgiveness. I usually 

feel bad when I make a mistake, but when I ask 

for forgiveness it makes me feel better. Even 

though we can’t be exactly like Jesus, we can 

try our best. We can be kind to everyone like he 

was and help others like he did. He was an 

amazing teacher, and we should always try to 

treat people the way he did. We probably 

deserve punishments for our sins, but God’s 

grace allows us to make mistakes and be 

forgiven. So, we should not fear mistakes, but 

hopefully learn from them when they do happen. 

No matter what I am doing, God is always with 

me. That is why you should always pray. No 

matter if you're praying to thank God or praying 

to help someone in need, He is always listening 

and answering your prayers. Praying is a good 

way to connect and get closer with God when 

you are going through tough times. Sometimes 

it is hard to remember that God is there for you 

no matter what and always listening. I think that 

is probably something that no one is perfect at, 

but God stays with us through everything and 

will always be there for us. Even when things 

are going good in your life, you still can pray to 

thank Him for everything He has done and 

everything he has given us. Jesus died on the 

cross for us so we could live. That is definitely 

the most selfless thing that could be done, and 

it happened to all of us so we shouldn’t take it for 

granted and we should appreciate it. 

I am grateful that God is with me through the 

good times and the bad times. It makes me 

feel better to know that He is with me wherever 

I go and to know that He will protect me and 

never leave my side.

 

UNDERGROUND ON WEDNESDAYS 7:00 PM 

All 9-12th grade students are invited to join us 

every Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. for the Youth 

Underground programming.  

Schedule: 

1/6: 7:00 p.m. Zoom meeting with high school 

youth and parents 

---------------------------------------------------------

The RELC high school youth had a 

great time selling hot chocolate and 

Eileen’s cookies to raise money for 

their 2022 ELCA Youth Gathering in 

Minneapolis on July 24-28, 2022. They raised 

$586.00.  Thank you to everyone who came to 

buy cookies and hot chocolate. 
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Would you like to help in the 

faith formation of our High School 

Youth? We are currently looking 

for committed people of faith 

to shepherd the Youth Underground during 

their weekly meetings and activities. We would 

love to have you share in the ministry of our 

youth in a fun, creative and meaningful way.  If 

this sounds interesting to you, please contact 

Pr. James at 402-759-6347. Thanks for your help.

 

COLLEGE AGED MINISTRY & 
PROGRAMMING (CAMP) 

CAMP stands for College Aged Ministry Programs! 

This program is for anyone who has graduated 

from high school. All are welcome to attend 

(even if you decided that college wasn’t your 

post-high school plans! We want to connect 

with all of you)! 

Contact Lona Pinkall at 402-332-5057 if you’re 

interested in being added to this list.  

------------------------------------------------------- 

S.O.C.K Program 

Thanks to those who agreed to sponsor 

a student. We have matched up all the 

students who signed up with a sponsor 

and we know they appreciate that support. 

Plans for a December or early January gathering 

will be postponed until a safer time.  We will be 

closely monitoring Covid alert levels to determine 

when to proceed with an event. Thank you for 

your understanding. 

If you have any more questions, please contact 

Lona Pinkall at 402-332-5057. 

----------------------------------------------------

LOCAL & WORLD SERVICE 
TOGETHER A GREATER GOOD 

To date, our church TAGGers 

have raised more than $1700 for 

church projects sponsored by 

the Local & World Service Team.  

Download the app to your smartphone and 

choose RELC as the supported organization. 

You can also drop your receipts at the office. 

When you purchase from a TAGG business, it will 

donate up to 5% of your total purchase to RELC.  

The Local & World Service Team invites you 

to do the TAGG of the MONTH! 

JANUARY is Backlot Pizza & Kitchen located 

at 6200 S. 205th Plaza, north of Gretna, inside the 

new ACX movie theater. They will donate 5% of 

your purchase, up to $5 per receipt. 

---------------------------------------------------- 

Giving Tree for Douglas County Health Center 

 THANK YOU to all who participated 

in the Giving Tree program for the 

Douglas County Health Center! We 

delivered 51 gifts on Monday, Dec. 14th 

for the residents we were assigned.  

Christmas will be a whole lot brighter for those 

who otherwise may not have even had a gift to 

open, so THANK YOU for making the Holidays 

brighter for those in need.  

---------------------------------------------------- 

God's Work Our Hands Caring Casseroles 

During this year's God's Work Our Hands 

weekend, 33 Caring Casseroles were prepared 

and donated by members of our congregation. 

We are so appreciative! The casseroles are 

stored in the church's kitchen freezer and 

available for members of the congregation 

to give when a meal is needed. Needs can 

include families who have lost a loved one, who 

have a new baby, who are experiencing serious 

illness, who have suffered tragedies or who have 

severe financial situations.  

The church is open 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. for you 

to stop by to pick one up. There is nothing to sign, 

just grab and deliver it to whomever is in need. 

Show someone you care with a specially 

prepared with care casserole. 

 

WORSHIP & MUSIC TEAM 
PHASE II WORSHIP SERVICES 

Online worship will continue through 

YouTube, Facebook and Zoom.   

mailto:tyler.johnson@relchurch.net
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The church will continue to be open during the 

week from 8:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m., M-F, and by 

appointment. The office will remain closed, but 

someone will be in the office for calls and emails. 

As a way to stay connected in Christ, we invite 

you to join us in various ways. Sign-up online 

(50 maximum) to attend in-person at: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0a44

acad29a5f58-worship 

• In-Person Saturday Worship Service 

Saturdays, 5:30 p.m., Sanctuary 

• In-Person Sunday Worship Service 

Sundays, 10:00 a.m., Sanctuary 

• Online Worship Services 

➢ YouTube:   

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjX

nhZfhxipkc5ZTA6SrHUw 

➢ Facebook: 

Facebook.com/RELCgretna  

➢ LinkTree:   

linktr.ee/relcgretna (takes you to all 

online links during this time) 

Don’t miss hearing God’s word as Pr. James 

Sells shares the Gospel with us each week.   

We have enjoyed a nice group of parishioners 

each week.  Take a look at what you’d expect to 

see if you join us, social distancing and face masks 

are a required part of our worship services. 

 

HEALTH MINISTRY TEAM 
Greetings from your Health Ministry Team 

During this pandemic, our goal is to build a 

strong, healthy immune system to decrease our 

susceptibility to COVID-19 and increase our 

immune system’s ability to fight COVID-19 or 

other infections. One ingredient necessary to 

maintain a healthy immune system is quality 

sleep. 

• Most people need 7-9 hours of good sleep 

each night.  

• During a deep sleep stage, the body repairs 

and regrows tissue, builds bone and 

muscle, and strengthens the immune 

system.  

• Getting less sleep or non-quality sleep can 

adversely affect our immune system. 

There are several things we can do to improve 

sleep quality: 

Strategy 1.  Go to Bed at the Same Time each 

Night and Get up at the Same Time Each Day.  

• Follow a regular sleep schedule. 

• Go to bed at the same time each evening 

and get up at the same time each 

morning - optimize your sleep experience 

and internal clock.  

• If you do not wake up at 6 or 7 a.m. after 

7-9 hours of sleep, you may need to 

increase your sleep time beginning with 

an increase of 30 minutes a night. 

 Strategy 2.  Exposure to Natural Light in the 

Morning and Darkness at Night.  

• Exposure to sunlight during morning 

hours aids in better sleep at night. It also 

leads to a lower stress level and less 

incidence of depression. 

• At bedtime make sure the room is dark. 

o If you need to get up during the 

night use a night light or keep a 

small flashlight near your bed.  

o Keeping the lights low will make it 

easier for you to fall back asleep.  

Strategy 3.  Develop a Relaxing Bedtime 

Ritual.   

• Develop a traditional ritual that relaxes 

you before bedtime.  

• You may have a routine, but if not here 

are some suggestions: 

o listening to relaxing music   

o using aromatherapy, such as 

lavender and/or damask rose, in an 

essential oil diffuser 

o reading a book (not an electronic 

book since it emits light that can 

make it hard to fall sleep) 

o relaxing with meditation or deep 

breathing exercises  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0a44acad29a5f58-worship
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0a44acad29a5f58-worship
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjXnhZfhxipkc5ZTA6SrHUw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjXnhZfhxipkc5ZTA6SrHUw
https://linktr.ee/relcgretna
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o drinking warm milk or non-

caffeinated tea or another soothing 

beverage.  

Strategy 4.  Exercise for Quality Sleep.  

• Exercise is good for both your mind and 

body. 

• Exercise also helps you fall asleep faster 

and sleep better. 

• Positive results of exercise on sleep occurs 

when you: 

o get at least 30 minutes of aerobic 

exercise each day 

o observe the time of day you exercise 

and pay attention to the impact on 

your sleep - this helps you 

determine the best time to exercise  

o listen to your body - this helps you 

determine what works best for you 

Strategy 5.  Make the Most of Your Natural 

Melatonin Production.  

• Melatonin (a hormone produced by your 

body that tells you when to sleep and 

when to wake up) naturally increases 

approximately two hours before bedtime. 

• Create conditions to foster a healthy 

melatonin level.  

o Keep the room lights low two hours 

before bed.  

o Help your body produce melatonin 

with sun exposure. Go for a walk or 

sit near a sunny window.  

Strategy 6.  Turn off Electronics Two Hours 

before Bedtime. 

• Electronics do not provide needed low 

light and darkness for sleep 

enhancement.  

• Lack of exposure to regular amounts of 

darkness at appropriate times has a 

negative effect on your internal clock and 

immune system.  

*Adapted from Staying Healthy During the Time 

of COVID-19 by Nancy Lee Nelson, MPH, RN 

 

 

BENEVOLENCE & MISSION TEAM 

Resurrection Evangelical 

Lutheran Church (RELC) 

distributes 8% of our quarterly 

offering to the Evangelical  

Lutheran Church of America (ELCA) Synod to help 

organizations in need on a national & worldwide 

basis. The purpose of the Mission & Benevolence  

Team is also to provide financial assistance to 

worthy organizations by distributing 2% of RELC’s 

quarter offering with an emphasis on local needs. 

In making our decisions, we strive to support 

RELC’s strategic long-term plans and goals. 

Friends in Christ, 

Here it is time for harvest and to open our arms 

in thanks & praise for all of the blessings we have 

received. I know it has been an especially 

challenging year for many of us. On the other 

hand, I’m certain our God has each and everyone 

of us in the palm of his hands. He know our needs 

and our desires. We need to just stay the course 

and focus on Him. Pray unceasingly and know we 

will be strengthened by His grace & mercy. Thank 

you all for your love & generosity to the church!  

-Del Armstrong  

John 3:16 – “For God so loved the world that He 

gave His only Son, so that everyone who believes 

in Him may not perish but may have eternal life.” 

 

RELC ARCHIVES TEAM 
People in the Parish  

In the 1980’s bulletin inserts entitled “People in 

the Parish” were published occasionally profiling 

a member of the congregation. 

Tillie was born on a farm north of Gretna. Her 

parents were Fred and Sophia (Suhl) Krambeck. 

There were four children in her family Herbert, 

who died at 10 months, Howard, and a sister 

Mildred, Mrs. Henry Biel, who passed away in 

1980. 
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Tilly Krambeck 

Tillie attended “Sunnyside” district 14 school. 

She graduated from the 8th grade. Having been 

stricken with polio at age 6 and confined to a 

wheelchair most of her life, she was unable to 

attend high school. Tillie received a diploma for 

completing a commercial art correspondence 

course through the art school of Minneapolis, 

Minnesota. She studied piano for three years 

and played the concertina. Tillie says her artwork 

and music are her greatest enjoyment. Other 

hobbies are sewing most of her own clothing 

and doing fancywork. Most recently Tillie enjoyed 

ceramic lessons and won the highest award in 

hobby ceramics at a ceramic show at the civic 

auditorium. She has always kept scrapbooks 

and enjoys taking pictures.  

Tillie has been a lifelong member of Resurrection. 

She was confirmed in 1918 and taught Sunday 

school for 35 years and served as Superintendent 

for eight years of that time. She also taught and 

served as the Superintendent for the Vacation 

Bible School from the programs beginning in 

1954 until 1961. She belonged to the Ladies Aid 

and LCW. She was on several Christmas program 

committees and she sent cards to the sick and 

the shut ins of our congregation. Tillie continues 

to serve the church. She plays the piano for 

weekly church services at the care center. She 

loves to go to Sunday services when possible.  

Tillie said she has had a wonderful life. She has 

many, many friends. She said, “God has been 

good to me, He has answered many prayers for 

me.” When asked what she hopes to achieve, 

she said, “I hope to achieve a good conscience 

with God as long as I live.”  

“I think it is wonderful to have faith. I know that 

God takes all my sins and tears away and I know 

He died for me and that He will be my guide.  

What would I do if I could walk? I'd like to dance, 

for one thing, and I can remember dancing once 

in my life. It was at a children's dance Hall in 

Millard. I can remember dancing round and 

round until I fell right down on the floor. I was a 

little girl at the time. What I would really like to 

do most is ice skate. I would love to be able to 

do that. Ice skating has always looked so much 

fun to me. I'd like to do some simple everyday 

things too, like shopping for groceries. I would 

like to get one of those carts and go up and 

down the aisles and pick out groceries. But I 

know I can do so much, just the same. I have 

never been bitter or resentful that I have spent 

most of my life in a chair. Like I said I just never 

thought that much about it since I could do so 

much. I have the love and companionship of 

many, many friends, and relatives. God has 

been good to me.  

Help me dear Lord to be honest and true, 

in all that I say in all that I do, 

give me the courage to do what is right, 

and bring to the world, a glimpse of your light. 

Submitted by:  Jim Eichner, 

RELC Archive Team 

*If you have any stories of the past, 

please contact Jim Eichner at Eichnerj6527@msn.com.

 

 

mailto:Eichnerj6527@msn.com.
mailto:Eichnerj6527@msn.com.
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November Finance Report 
 NOV ‘20 YTD ‘20 Budget ‘20 

  (11 month) (12 months) 

Income:    
   Local Offering $20,758  $253,867  $325,200  

   Other Giving $2,259  $29,721  $44,595  

General Budget Total $23,017  $283,588  $369,795  
    

Expenses:    
   Administrative $16,541  $214,969  $273,865  

   Benevolence $0  $33,803  $37,520  

   Christian Education $578  $2,999  $7,693  

   Golden Age $0  $0  $300  

   Health Ministry $0  $303  $1,000  

   Outreach $0  $2,007  $14,350  

   Property $4,319  $27,604  $35,609  

   Stewardship $0  $0  $700  

   Technology $127  $2,346  $2,860  

   Worship and Music $270  $25,256  $31,200  

General Budget Total $21,836  $309,287  $405,097  

Net Profit (Loss) $1,182  ($25,699) ($35,302) 

Potential SBA Loan 
Proceeds  $40,400   
Net Profit (Loss) after 
Proceeds  $14,701   
    
  NOV ‘19 YTD ‘19  
Total Income $24,266  $305,496   
Total Expenses $22,952  $320,679   
      
Net Profit (Loss) $1,314  ($15,184)  
    

**PENDING areas are not needed at this time.  Watch your 

email, Facebook, and website for further updates. 

Connectors: Thank you for agreeing to be a greeter and for 

providing a warm welcome to our members and visitors as they 

arrive for worship! If you are unable to be here for your designated 

Sunday, you are responsible to find your own substitute.  If you no 

longer want to be on the greeter schedule, please contact Brenda 

Fleck and Anne Brodin. 

Traditional Service 8:30 am  
1/3     Pending 
1/10   Pending 
1/17   Pending 
1/24   Pending 
1/31   Pending  

Contemporary 10:00 am 
1/3     Pending 
1/10   Pending 
1/17   Pending 
1/24   Pending 
1/31   Pending  

Servers in January 

Head Usher: 

     5:30 pm (Sat.) Pending 

   8:30 am Pending  

   10:00 am Pending       

  Flowers & Bulletins: Joyce McMahill  

Altar Guild: Pending  

Lay Readers:  

   5:30 pm (Sat.) Sue Lobsiger  

 10:00 am Rachel Wright 

Church Council Schedule:  

-Saturday Blended 5:30 pm 

   1/2 Pending 

   1/9  Pending  

   1/16   Pending 

   1/23   Pending  

 1/30   Pending 

-Traditional 8:30 am   

   1/3     Pending 

   1/10   Pending 

   1/17   Pending 

   1/24   Pending 

 1/31   Pending 

-Contemporary 10:00 am 

   1/3     Pending 

   1/10   Pending 

   1/17   Pending 

   1/24   Pending 

   1/31   Pending   

Acolytes:  

-Saturday Blended 5:30 pm 

   1/2 Pending 

   1/9  Pending  

   1/16   Pending 

   1/23   Pending  

   1/30   Pending  

-Traditional 8:30 am 

   1/3     Pending 

   1/10   Pending 

   1/17   Pending 

   1/24   Pending 

   1/31   Pending  

-Contemporary 10:00 am  

   1/3     Pending 

   1/10   Pending 

   1/17   Pending 

   1/24   Pending 

   1/31   Pending 
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Judy Kersten 1/1 

Tammy Williams 1/1 

Doug Thomsen 1/1 

John Schnack 1/2 

Matthew Osborn 1/2 

Julie Mrozla 1/2 

Autumn Pedersen 1/2 

Joel Rainforth 1/3 

Noelle Williams 1/4 

Rachel Keyes 1/4 

Tate Barry 1/4 

Otto Henning 1/4 

Debbie Schwarten 1/5 

Daniel Bender 1/5 

Trevor Stamm 1/5 

Mildred Christiansen 1/6 

Marie Lemke 1/6 

Mike Sheridan 1/6 

Soren Frahm 1/7 

Marsha Wilderdyke 1/7 

Brett Klug 1/8 

Joseph VanBlarcom 1/8 

Kelsey Carlson 1/10 

Colton Prince 1/10 

Anthony Colgrove 1/11 

Everett Schnell 1/12 

Chris North 1/12 

Lauren Schnell 1/12 

Lindsay Schnell 1/12 

Blakely Barry 1/12 

Sally McClellan 1/12 

Payton Charvat 1/12 

Jessie Flynn 1/13 

Lane Rainforth 1/14 

Judy Osbahr 1/15 

Peggy Lanz 1/15 

Susan Johnson 1/16 

Adelyn Kock 1/16 

Marvin Stender 1/18 

Sydney Malone 1/18 

Lynn Donahue 1/19 

David Schram 1/19 

Connie Sydzyik 1/19 

Treyden Sheridan 1/19 

Amy Rongisch 1/20 

Ella Romano 1/20 

Kennedy Long 1/21 

Bryan Ralston 1/22 

Calan Mikos 1/23 

Dakota Gissler 1/23 

Ava Quinn 1/24 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Name_________                        __ Date _      Years                                Name ____                               Date_        Years            

Erv and Lorraine Kersten 1/6 53 

James and Karen Schram 1/18 68 

Nate and Elizabeth Buresh 1/20 11 

Alvin and JoAnn Glasshoff 1/24 67 

 

Dennis and Cheri O'Kelly 1/26 30 

Lloyd and Marie Lemke 1/28 63 

Brian and Eva Roeber 1/29 38 

Kevin and Stacy Kersten 1/30 28 
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ADS & OPPORTUNITIES 
ADULT FORUM 2021 

Our new Adult Forum “Exile and Return” will begin 

on February 13, 2021.  This will cover the Babylonian 

Exile and the return to Judah.” Please watch for 

upcoming details in the February Messenger.  

2021 LAY READERS NEEDED 

If you love to read and are 

available for our Saturday, 5:30 

p.m. or Sunday, 10:00 a.m. 

worship services, we need you.  

We are looking for individuals 

to read two lessons during our worship services 

for one month. Please go to our sign-up genius at: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f054da4a

62fa4f85-layreaders.  Thank you for your help! 

AREA 41: AA-GRETNA FRIDAY NIGHT GROUP 

Each day thousands of people are diagnosed 

with alcohol-related problems. Thousands more 

die from these ailments. Well, they don't have to. 

At Alcoholics Anonymous meetings in Gretna, NE 

you will find help, support and self-empowerment 

from a group of people who were once; or still 

are but are making it through, alcohol addiction. 

Are you an addict or are suffering from an 

alcohol-related ailment? 

Join us on Friday nights at 8:00 p.m. in the café at 

Resurrection Lutheran Church in Gretna.  Enter 

through the north doors.  We are here for you. 

RELC QUILTERS  

The RELC Quilters group will 

be taking a break during the 

months of Nov. and Dec.  

If you have any unused cotton or cotton blend 

fabric or sheets (size of quilt squares), please 

consider donating these items to help to defray 

the costs of our donated quilts. Contact Judy Feit 

or Susan Clegg with questions. 

PRAYER REQUESTS  

If you would like us to pray for you 

or someone you know, please fill out 

the prayer sheet in your bulletin, send 

the office an email, or give the office a call to 

give your church family the opportunity to add 

it to their daily prayers!!!  If you are going into 

the hospital, be sure and let the office know so 

that we can be there for you with prayerful 

support. All prayer requests will be added to the 

bulletin for one month only, unless you contact 

us to let us know that further prayers are 

needed.  God bless you! 

FOLLOWERS OF CHRIST PRISON MINISTRY 

If you’re interested in being a 

part of the prison ministry 

program, contact Scott Drews if 

you would like more information 

at 402-670-8259 or sdrews@bhhc.com.  

PROJECT HOPE FOOD PANTRY  

Our church supports the Project 

Hope Food Pantry.  Drop off all 

items at the Outreach Corner.  

Monetary donations can be sent 

to:  Project Hope, Inc., 6201 N. 60th Street, Omaha, 

NE 68104 or go to projecthopeomaha.org to make 

an online donation. During this time of Covid-19, 

our services are limited. We will not be accepting 

clothing or household items at this time. 

Food Needs: 

oatmeal, pop tarts, jelly jam, pancake mix, maple 

syrup, cereal bars, granola bars, fruit cups, 

applesauce, soups except for tomato, canned 

refried beans, tomato juice, tuna hamburger 

helper, ramen noodles, pasta or ride sides, sugar, 

seasoning packets (chili, taco, gravy, & etc.) and 

condiments (ketchup, mustard, mayo, & dressings) 

Personal Care & Household Needs: 

shampoo, conditioner, body wash, deodorant, 

toothpaste, toothbrushes, hand soap & hand 

sanitizer, lotion, small bottles of liquid dish soap 

and small bottles of laundry detergent 

Paper Products: 
toilet paper, facial tissue & paper towels 

Baby/Clothing Needs:   

diapers and pullups sizes 4, 5, & 6 and baby wipes 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f054da4a62fa4f85-layreaders
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f054da4a62fa4f85-layreaders
mailto:sdrews@bhhc.com
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Collect Family Fare Receipts 

Direct Your Dollars is a receipt-based 

program sponsored by the Family 

Fare stores.  You can help us raise 

money simply by doing something you do each 

week - going to the grocery store.  Send your 

entire receipt to Project Hope. 

GRETNA NEIGHBORS FOOD PANTRY 

Current Needs: 

Laundry Soap, Toilet Paper, 

Napkins, Kleenex, Feminine 

Hygiene Pads, Dish Soap, 

Tooth Paste, Tooth Brushes, 

Shampoo & Conditioner, Flour, 

Sugar, Salt, Oil, Razors,  

Covid-19 Update: All donations can be dropped 

off at the Outreach corner by the south hallway 

marked for Gretna Neighbors.  We will be 

accepting donations from Mon.-Fri., 8:00 a.m. to 

3:00 p.m.  Thanks for your support. 

ANNOUNCEMENT - To all Gretna Neighbors 

food pantry clients regarding COVID-19: 

The pantry will be continuing with our "open 

pantry hours" the first and third Saturday 

morning of each month from 9-11 a.m. and the 

second Wed. evening of the month from 6-7 p.m.  

The next open pantry dates are as follows: 

Saturday, January 2nd from 9-11 a.m. 

Wednesday, January 13th from 6-7 p.m. 

Saturday, January 16th from 9-11 a.m. 

NO CLIENTS WILL BE ALLOWED TO ENTER 

THE PANTRY UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE.  

Only Gretna Neighbors board members and 

trained volunteers will be allowed inside to 

adhere to social-distancing protocols and to 

protect the safety of everyone involved. 

RELC - WAYS TO GIVE YOUR OFFERINGS 

               MAIL 

 

Resurrection Evangelical Lutheran Church 

153 S McKenna Avenue, Gretna, NE 68028 

Please include your designation (general, building, 

memorial) in the memo line of your check to 

ensure it goes to area you would like it to go to. 

TEXT 

 

Text to 402-875-6081 and type $amount (eg $10) 

in the message to set up a one-time or recurring 

donation. 

            ONLINE 

Visit www. relchurch.net 

Click the Vanco symbol to set up a one time 

or recurring donation 

NEW 2021 FLOWER/BULLETIN SIGN UP 

            SIGN-UP NOW!!  

   Flowers and Bulletins 2021  

Our new online altar flower and 

bulletin sign-up for 2021 is now 

available. Go to our sign-up genius at 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0a44aca

d29a5f58-altar or call the church office to get 

signed up today.  The suggested donation for 

bulletin sponsorship is $20. If you are interested, 

Country Floral gives all Gretna churches altar 

flowers at cost. They will also deliver and set 

them up for you.  Thank you for your kindness 

and generosity!  

SEND US YOUR PICTURES  

If you have any pictures you’d like 

included in the Messenger or on 

Facebook, please email them to the 

office. We’d enjoy seeing what your 

team is doing or what’s happening in your groups. 

PLEASE NOTE – IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO ENSURE THAT YOU HAVE 

PERMISSION OF ALL PEOPLE WITHIN YOUR PHOTOS TO SHARE ON SOCIAL 

MEDIA OUTLETS BEFORE SUBMITTING. WE WANT TO SHARE THESE MEMORIES 

BUT ALSO RESPECT THE PRIVACY OF OTHERS. 

PRAYER SHAWL GROUP  

If you knit or crochet, or would like 

to learn, you are invited to join the 

RELC Prayer Shawl Group!  We create 

shawls that are available for anyone 

in our congregation to be distributed to friends 

or family going through a personal crisis, whether it 

is illness, loss or other concern.  We also have 

 Donate  
      or  
Pay Here 

 

http://www/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0a44acad29a5f58-altar
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0a44acad29a5f58-altar
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some cancer hats and “prayer squares” available!  

Blankets for our newly baptized little ones are also 

made by our members!  If you have any questions 

or would like to be involved in making some of 

these items, contact Karen Hitz at 402-212-2589. 

*If you know of someone who is in need of a 

prayer shawl, prayer square or cancer hat at this 

time, please call the office at 402-332-3383. 

SAVE YOUR LABELS!  

The Local and World Service team is 

collecting Best Choice labels.  The 

money raised will be donated to Gretna 

Neighbors and Project Hope.  Just purchase Best 

Choice products (locally at McKinney's and Super 

Saver), cut out the UPC code with Best Choice 

written above it, and place in the box by the 

food donation corner with the yellow shelving. 

We are collecting box tops for education.  

Please trim the edges and drop them 

in the box in food donation corner. 

ALUMINUM CAN COLLECTION!  

Bring your empty cans to the container 

outside of the west door of the 

church-in the alley. We please ask 

that you do not crush them.  The 

can needs to be visible for refund purposes. The 

proceeds will go to Least of My Brethren. 

SAVE YOUR POP TABS! 

The Ronald McDonald house is still 

collecting pop tabs.  Please drop off 

your tabs by the food donation corner 

with the yellow shelving.  Your tabs will 

help cover costs that support families  

with a seriously ill or injured child. 

 

SYMPATHY 
Our heartfelt sympathy goes 

out to Monica Gissler and the 

Gissler family for the passing of 

Craig Gissler on December 1st. 

Craig has been a longtime member and friend 

of our Resurrection family and he will be missed 

very much.  Please remember the family in your 

prayers during this difficult time. 

 

Our sincere sympathy goes 

out to Kelly Groux and her 

children on the passing of 

Tony Irwin on December 11th. 

Tony has been a longtime 

friend of our Resurrection family and the Gretna 

community.  He will be missed very much to many 

here and in our community.  Please remember 

the family in your prayers during this time. 

-----------------------------------------------------

A NOTE OF THANKS 

Those of us here in the office would 

like to thank each and every one of 

our volunteers for their endless 

dedication to service to all of us in 

2020.       Without you, we would be here all day 

and night, over budget, and very frustrated. So, 

thank you for helping to keep our mental health 

intact. We love and appreciate all of you and 

wouldn’t know what to do without you.   

You rock!! 

-Jeanne, Pr. James, Des & Sheri 

----------------------------------------------------- 

Thank you to Craig Mohling for using his action 

plan to purchase Advent banners and a stand for 

us to enjoy during this special time of the year.  

They are a beautiful addition to our church.  

Everyone loves them.   
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Dear Resurrection members 

It is with great appreciation that I write to thank 

you for your support with your donation of food, 

personal care, and paper products delivered to 

Project Hope, Inc. on November 24th.  Your 

donations help us provide much needed help to 

those who come to us for assistance and hope. 

Project Hope is proud that we are able to offer 

our clients food, clothing, and personal care items 

at no cost and that is because of the donations 

such as yours from local churches and 

organizations. 

Your generosity allows us to serve the hungry 

and those in need during difficult times.  Thank 

you so much for choosing to support Project 

Hope and our mission. 

-Blessings to you, Veda Keebler, Exec. Director 

----------------------------------------------------- 

We’d like to thank Sheri and Jay Feala, Pr. James, 

Linda Karas, Nicki Ayer, and Mardelle and Richard 

Bergsten for sharing their time to make signs, 

get goodies and print fun information for gifts 

bags.  They spent several hours making and 

delivering a special message to those in our 

faith family that live in Gretna and can’t get out 

due to the Covid pandemic.  They wanted to 

bring some joy to those at home and to let 

them know they are thought of.  We also think 

of those in the country who aren’t able to get 

out as easily.  We are thinking of you too.  They 

would like to wish everyone a very “Merry 

Christmas.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Darlene Dietze would like to thank everyone for 

stopping by for a visit and for the gift bag from 

the Health Ministry Team. It was such a great 

surprise and it made my day. 

Carol Schlueter would like to extend a BIG thank 

you for the wonderful surprise from the members 

of the Calling team and the Health Ministry 

team.  It was so nice of them and the goodie 

bag was full of lots of fun surprises too. 

----------------------------------------------------- 

A big thank you to Arielle Clark for sewing some 

more adult sized masks for us.  They have really 
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been great to have.  We will use them for our 

Christmas Eve services.  We appreciate all your help! 

------------------------------------------------------- 

Dear Resurrection Lutheran 

Thank you! In spite of recent unimagined challenges 

we want to thank you for your continued support 

of mission share, which continues to do God’s 

work in your community, in Nebraska, and around 

the world.  We are grateful for your ministry & 

partnership with gratitude on behalf of the whole 

Nebraska Synod. 

-NE ELCA Synod, Timothy, Brian, Morgan, Megan, 

Susan, Tyler, Steve, Stephanie, Jute, Michelle, Lisa, 

Sarah 

 

FROM THE OFFICE 

*Check out the Communication Schedule 

located on the south bulletin board to see 

when information is due to the office. 

ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORTS ARE DUE: 

• Tuesday, January 12th by 8:00 a.m. 

FEBRUARY MESSENGER ARTICLES ARE DUE: 

• Friday, January 15th by 12:00 p.m. 

BULLETIN ANNOUCEMENTS ARE DUE: 

• Wednesday morning by 10:00 a.m. 

---------------------------------------------------- 

OUR COMMUNICATION APP! 

 

 

This app allows us to communicate about 

emergency cancellations. Enter this link into 

your browser https://band.us/n/a3ae23c8A9i3b 

or scan the QR code to join and be the first to 

know about any schedule changes due to 

severe weather or other emergencies! 

 

COVID-19 UPDATE FOR RELC 

Worship continues to be available in 

person, as well through the church’s 

YouTube channel, links will be provided 

through Facebook and email. All our links can 

be found at linktr.ee/relcgretna.   

The church will be open during office hours to 

drop off items for Project Hope and supplies for 

the Gretna Food Pantry. The church office is open 

but will be keeping with social distancing protocol. 

Contact the office by phone or email if you have 

any questions or need any support.  We are here 

to help. 

----------------------------------------------------- 

OPPORTUNTIES WITHIN RELC 

The following opportunities are available NOW! 

Paid Positions: 

• Part-Time Worship Service Accompanist 

Contact: Matt@singomaha.org 

Volunteer Needs: 

• Youth Underground Leaders 

• Youth Treasurer 

Contact: theoffice@relchurch.net 

• Lay Reader Coordinator 

Contact: theoffice@relchurch.net 

• Sunday School Teachers/Substitute 

Teachers 

Contact: theoffice@relchurch.net 

• Sound Board Technician, PowerPoint 

Assistant, Electric Guitarist  

Contact: Matt@singomaha.org 

----------------------------------------------------- 

January BIBLE MEMORY VERSE 

                                   Isaiah 40:30-31 
                          30Even youths will faint and be weary, 

                    and the young will fall exhausted; 

                   31but those who wait for the LORD 

                           shall renew their strength, 

                they shall mount up with wings like eagles, 

                    they shall run and not be weary, 

                       they shall walk and not faint. 

 

https://band.us/n/a3ae23c8A9i3b
https://linktr.ee/relcgretna
mailto:Matt@singomaha.org
mailto:theoffice@relchurch.net
mailto:theoffice@relchurch.net
mailto:theoffice@relchurch.net
mailto:theoffice@relchurch.net
mailto:Matt@singomaha.org
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 May the Faith of God 

be with You this Year. 

May the Peace of God 

Surround You, 

and May You be Blessed  

with Each New Day! 
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Kevin, Linda, Maggie, Tayler and Jamison 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Linda (maiden name Biel) grew up on her family 

farm on Capehart Road along the Platte and 

Elkhorn Rivers.  She is a fourth generation Gretna 

native and RELC member.  Her great 

grandparents were involved in starting RELC and 

Linda was baptized there in the current 

sanctuary.  Kevin grew up in Omaha and 

graduated from Westside high school.   

 

Kevin and Linda first met in college at UNO 

where both were Accounting majors.   After 

graduating we both became CPAs and ended up 

working for different CPA firms in the same 

building in downtown Omaha.  We reconnected 

at a UNO accounting alumni dinner event and 

then began dating.  Eventually we became 

engaged and were married in 1989 on the 

Fremont dinner train.  Our wedding ceremony 

was performed by the RELC pastor at the time, 

Pastor William Koeber. 

 

Shortly after getting married we moved from 

Omaha to Overland Park, Kansas in 1991 as 

Kevin’s employer relocated there and of course 

we immediately bought Kansas City Chiefs 

season tickets!  We both had VP Finance 

positions at different companies and loved living 

in the Kansas City area, shopping & dining at the 

Plaza, eating BBQ and going to Chiefs games.   A 

few years later in 1994 our first daughter Maggie 

was born.  Then Tayler was born in 1997 and then 

Jamison in 2000, giving us three beautiful 

daughters.  Linda retired from her finance career in 

1997 to become full time Mother/Household CEO.   

FEATURE FAMILY OF THE MONTH 

THE  Karas Family 
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In 2005 Kevin was recruited for a VP Finance 

position at Lifetouch in Eden Prairie, Minnesota 

and we relocated to the great white north.  We 

really enjoyed all of the snow skiing in the winter 

and jet skiing in summer just minutes from our  

home but after five years decided to return to 

Nebraska to be closer to family.  Fortunately, 

Kevin was able to find a great opportunity as CFO at 

National Research Corporation in Lincoln.  When we 

went house hunting, we decided right away that 

we wanted to live near our relatives in the Millard 

area but have the girls attend Gretna schools, so 

we found our current home in Tiburon South.  

We moved back to Nebraska in early 2011 and 

immediately started attending services at RELC 

and became members shortly after. 

 

Linda stays busy as a member of the RELC church 

council and is also currently serving as Treasurer.  

She also helps part time as a substitute 

paraprofessional for the Gretna School District. 

 

Currently, Maggie is completing her business 

administration degree at UNO and is in the third 

year of her career as a realtor with the Berkshire 

Hathaway Ambassador agency.  She also became 

a mother in March when her son Miles was born.  

Maggie also loves thrifting and collecting 

vintage items for her home and her online store, 

Emerald Owl. 

Tayler attended the University of South Dakota 

on an athletic scholarship for the women’s soccer 

team and graduated in 2019.  She married Jake 

March in July 2020 at the Tiburon Golf Club.  

COVID meant a much smaller number of people 

at the wedding and reception than originally 

planned, but it was a still a wonderful day.  Tayler 

and Jake were initially living in Reno, Nevada and 

are in the process of moving to the Seattle area 

soon.     

 

Jamison is a junior at the University of Nebraska 

and lives in Lincoln and is majoring in Film 

Studies with minors in Fashion Design, Business 

and English.  Jamison played varsity golf for four 

years at Gretna High School, twice qualifying for 

the state tournament, and is still an avid golfer.  

This past summer she completed a Cannes Film 

Festival virtual internship program assisting a 

film producer with developing a major motion 

picture film.  She is planning to attend the 

Cannes festival in France in person as part of her 

summer 2021 internship program.   

 

Our family also includes our 11 year old cat Josie 

and 10 year old miniature goldendoodle Tillie.  

Tillie shares a birthday with and is named after 

Linda’s late aunt Tillie Krambeck, who was a very 

active member of RELC many years ago. 

 

Together  we are a Family 
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ALL SERVICES, PROGRAMMING & EVENTS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE 
(You will be notified by email & Facebook) 

 

 

 

 

 

SS=Sunday School      CY=Courtyard       FH=Fellowship Hall       SR=Silver Ridge       GPL=Gretna Public Library       FFT=Faith Family Trekker 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

     January 1 
Office Closed 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00pm AA 

January 2 
5:30pm In-
Person Worship 
Service-Sanc. 

January 3 
10:00am In-Person Worship 
Service-Sanc. 

------- 
SS-Relckids.com 
At Home Lesson on Demand 
-------- 
Online Services  
linktr.ee/relcgretna 

January 4 
  

January 5 
 
  

January 6 
7:00pm Youth 
Underground 
Zoom 
  

January 7 
  

January 8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00pm AA 

January 9 
5:30pm In-
Person Worship 
Service-Sanc. 

January 10 
10:00am In-Person Worship 
Service-Sanc. 
-------- 
SS-Relckids.com 
At Home Lesson on Demand 
-------- 
Online Services  
linktr.ee/relcgretna 

January 11 January 12 
 
 
  

January 13  January 14 January 15 
*Messenger 
Info. Due 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00pm AA 

January 16 
5:30pm In-
Person Worship 
Service-Sanc. 

January 17 
10:00am In-Person Worship 
Service-Sanc.  
-------- 
SS-Relckids.com 
At Home Lesson on Demand 
-------- 
Online Services  
linktr.ee/relcgretna 

January 18 
 
 
 
 
 

January 19 
7:00pm Council 
Meeting 
Zoom 
 
 
 
 

January 20 
 

January 21 
 
 

January 22 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00pm AA 

January 23 
5:30pm In-
Person Worship 
Service-Sanc. 

January 24 
10:00am In-Person Worship 
Service-Sanc.  
-------- 
SS-Relckids.com 
At Home Lesson on Demand 
-------- 
Online Services  
linktr.ee/relcgretna 

January 25 
 

January 26 January 27 
 

January 28 
 

January 29 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00pm AA 

January 30 
5:30pm In-
Person Worship 
Service-Sanc. 

January 31 
10:00am In-Person Worship 
Service-Sanc. 

------- 
SS-Relckids.com 
At Home Lesson on Demand 
-------- 
Online Services  
linktr.ee/relcgretna 

      

JANUARY 2021 
Calendar 
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Contact Information 

Pastor James Sells’ Hours  

  In the office-T-F, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

  Tuesday-Thursday by appointment 

Office Hours 

  8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., Monday-Friday 

Church Phone Number 

  402-332-3383 

Email Address for Church 

  theoffice@relchurch.net 

Church Website 

  www.relchurch.net 

Email Address for Pastor James Sells 

     PastorJames@relchurch.net 

 

A Prayer for January, for morning- 

In the name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. I thank you, 

my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, 

Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 

night from all harm and danger; and I pray 

that You would keep me this day also 

from sin and every evil, that all my doings 

and life may please You. For into Your 

hands I commend myself, my body and 

soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be 

with me, that the evil foe may have no 

power over me. Amen.  

 -Martin Luther’s Small Catechism 

Return Service Requested 

RESURRECTION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

153 S McKenna Ave. 

Gretna, Nebraska 68028 

mailto:theoffice@relchurch.net
http://www.relchurch.net/
mailto:PastorJames@relchurch.net

